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B O O K XL 

WHILE the tranfa&jons that have, been book 
related pafTed in Zealand^ the fame \ _r^^ 
fpirit of revolt, by which the people of that y^J^*^i^ 
province were actuated, made rapid prog^f$ •^H^Wtai. 
in fome of the other provinces. The inhabi- 
tants of Enchuylen vttc the firft in North 
Holland who had the courage to plant the fhm« 
dard of liberty upon their walls ; and thofe of 
Medinblinc, Edam, Purmerend, and other 
towns, quickly followed the.i:xample. In fcxne 
of thefe places, part of the people were averf^ 
to this revolution ; but thefe were few, coow 
pared with their opponents, and were obliged 

Vox,. IL B cither 
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B o o K either to yield to the m^ority, or to fecurc 
themfelves by flight from their refentment. 



I57«. 



'T-fiE fame measures i^cre purfijed, lit the 
famt time, in the fouthcrn parts oT the pro- 
vince. That flame which had been kindled 
fomc time befoijc, burftont; at onoe in a thou- 
fand difi^erent places. And in a few months> 
Leyden, Gouda, Dort, Haerlem^ and all the 
pther towns in Holland^ Amfterckm except^ 
« ed> had openly declared againfl: the Spaniards^ 
and avowed their refolittiim taacknoiwkdge no 
other authority in future, but that of the 
prince of Orange, and the States • The fame 
rcfolution was formed in fevef al rf the cities of 
OveryiTel, Friefland, and Utrecht. 

Tms revolution, fo favourable To William*s 
views, was not a little promoted by intrigue$^ 
which, although he himfelf was abfent, were 
carried on in his name, and by his authority. In 
fetters to the principal- inhabitants he had 
aHured them to his'interiifl:, by flattering Aem 
with the hopes of having all their priviteges 
fecurcd ; of enjoying full freedom to c^ercife 
Sietr religion, whether protefliant or cathoKc ; 
kUd of being for ever delivered from^ thsttop- 
jPrefliVe load of taxes with which they had been 
owrwhelmed. In order to enforce thefe ex- 
Ifortations, he -font his agents thifoughout the 
•:.:... * ;^ provinces i 
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provinces ; and riioft of thcfe wen p^dOiif • ^^ * 
either of great addrcfs^ or of great au^lMmtjr w»'vi»n» 
and influence amontg the people *. ^^ 

^ '. 

Wiluam's militarjr preparations ^i^erv M HiiAiir. 
tjiis time &r advanced^ and he hoped fpon €q aXo?** 
begin his mairch, ^mhithe.pn^bility of a mora 
prc^perous tfiue than had attended his foemer 
expedition. He had aima^ coUefted a for^t 
xnidaUe army of wdl-'difclplined forces* CotL^ 
fidcrabls fums had been; tra«ifi»itted to Imt bf 
ike friends of his caufe; and the ftrongeft af^* 
fiii^ces had been gjiv^n hitn, that fome of t&ei 
principal cities in the (buthern provinces 
wckild open their gates to receive him*. But 
no circumftance contributed inore to in^irehiiix 
with a confidence of fucceis^ than tiie nev 
meafures wliich, a; littler befi>re the prefent pe«^ 
riod^ had been embrased by the Court of 
France^ 



hx the bloody eontefty trfiich had fob£l&d '^^'^^ 
for ieveral yisars between the catholics andpiro*' 

* la HoQand, (he i-evoliitioa xmtWtif owing tD die 
a^vity of Soi^Xi nvhoipa the prince h^d feot thUbcr ^JgQ^ 
▼ernor-fubftitHte« till he hlmMf fhould arrive : and Im, 
Coelderland, Utrecht,^ and Friefl^ndy to tlie coant of 
'Betg, a nofolefiian of intcreft in ^oAf f>aft9, who wot xm^* 
nod tp WiUiaa'siftsj;, andsaf^io 9f»f^lim^^^ 

B a ' teftanai 
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* xf^ ^ tcftants in that kingdom^ the former had ge- 
^^^L^ ner-aliy been viftoriaus* But the latter^ roufed 
'*^** by their leaders, aid^ by foreign powers, ani- 
mated by zeal for their religion, and inflamed 
' Withrrfentment on account of the cruel peife- 
- Giltibns whick^had beoi exeirifed^againft them, 
condnued to mdcecfudi vigorous efforts, as 
created in their emniies^ the moft alanmng ap- 
ptehdnfionscwidi regard to the ifibe of the war* 
Tta^court had, at different times,- offered them 
Advantageous terms- of accommodation^; and 
peace had oftenec than once been eftablifhcd 
between the contending parties; But their 
pretenfions, i their intereflts, and their religiciua 
principles, were incompatible 5 and they re- 
mained quiet only till they were in a condition 
to. renew hoftilities. The: court never had 
morereafon to entertain hopes of being able to 
esDtirpate their opponents, than towards the 
end of the year one thoufand five hundred and 
fixty-nine. Their brave and aftive leader, the 
Prince of Condc, had been killed in. tie battle 
o£ Jacnac ; they h^ afterwards received a dread- 
/ul overthrow in the battle of Moncontour ; and 
thb admiral Coligni, with the young Princefs 
df Bourbon,' had been obliged to retire, with 
^eTeeble remains of their fhattered army, to 
the lopuntains of iGafcony and Languedoc. 
There, however,* they exerted themfelves lire- 
nuoufly in making preparations for trying once 
^^'■"^* more 
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more the fortune of war ; aad in a few months, ■ %f * 



proteftantt. 



they drew together a foncc fuffici^nt to enable yr— ^ 

them to leave their 'retreat, and to enter' th^ lifts **^** 
againft the royal arnny. 

When intelligence of this was brought to ^'|;5^'7JJ' 
the Queen-mother, who exercifcd 4t that time •«»"* «»>« 
an unlimited authority in rfie government, fhe 
was equally exafperated and alarmed; an,d 
ihe refolved to employ other means thari open 
force, to be avenged upon her enemies. She 
communicated her plan only to the king, the 
duke of Anjou, the cardinal of Lorraine, the 
duke of Guife, and Alberto Gondi, count of 
Retz J who all engaged to niaintain the moft 
inviolable fecrecy. Time only brought to light 
their dark defign. The proteftants, they now 
believed, were not to be overcome by the force 
of arms 5 and it was refolvjcd to h^ve recpurfc 
to fraud and circumvention^ 

In purfuance of this plan, a new treaty with 
theprinces of Navarre and the admiral was fet 
on foot, and foon afterwards concluded at St. 
Germains. By this treaty, the proteftants re* 
ceived a free pardon of all their paft offences, 
with liberty to make public profeffion of the re- 
formed religion ; and the princes and admiral 
were allowed, for their fecurity, to retain pof- 
fbflion of Rochelle, Cognoc, La Charite, oj* 
B 3 Mon- 
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B o o K Montauban, on coi>dkipn> that if the articles 
^ — ,^! — I of the peace wer<5 obfervcdj thefe places fliould 
'^^** be delivered %o the king within the ipacc of tWQ 
years from the date of the prefent paci^cationt 

The proteftant leaders entertained Ac fgtne 
^iftruftof the fincerity of the king and queen* 
mother in this^ as in all their former negocia-r 
tions. They were ftill afraid of putting them«> 
felves in their power, and remained at a diftance 
from Court, in the places of ftrcngth which had 
t>een affigncd them. In order to rernove their 
fulpicions, every fpecies of artifice was employ-t 
ed. AH the articles of the peace were pundualr 
ly fulfilled. Stridt order? were iflucd to allow" 
the proteftants in all places to celebrate openly 
their religious afleinblies $ and in all the difv 
putes which happened between the catholics 
and them, the latter were treated with indul-^ 
gence, while the former had, pn many occa- 
fions, reafon to complain of injuftice or feve- 
rity. Charles embraced every opportunity to 
exprefs the pleafure which he now enjoyed, in 
having reftored tranquillity to his kingdom ^ 
and even when none but zealous catholics were 
prefent, he often declared how unalterably fix^? 
edhispurpofewas, to perform with ftrift fide- 
lity, his engagements with the proteftants. Ho 
had fufficiently experienced the folly of attemfpt- 
ing to fubduc men's confcienccs ty 'force i and 
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no confidtcttioa would make him return to hhi ^'\? ^ 
&nner unhtppy meafuresi which he had found 
ix> be no lc& inefi^&ual for accomplinvng the. 
end intendedt than they were deftru ddve of fait 
own wpefe, and pernicious to his iubgeSx; 
All bis couBleUorSy except thoie who wen$ 
partners in the bJoody fecret, belieiFed.him to 
be fincere ; and, by the accounts which thtf 
give of his difcouife^ added to the dilpleaiuner 
which they c^prefied at his change of cpndu£i:,* 
diey contributed to complete the deluflon c6 
die proteftants. The admiral, howeverj ^\}t 
/etained his wonted diffidence ; and when urged 
by die king to oome to couit, and receive iif 
perfon every jH*oofdiat could be given him of 
fincero attachment^ he declared/ that it was 
impoi&ble for hun to thinJe himfelf fccure, 
liAcic his mortal enemies of the family of Guife 
were pofiefifed of fo much powen 

To have gratified the admiral by fo great a 
ecmeeffion as the immediate removal of the 
Guifcs, Charles knew would have had a fufpi- 
ctous afpeft; and therefore he went no further 
at this time, than to afltire him that his fears 
were groundlefsj and that his enemies were not 
mailers as formerly. But icon after the duke 
of Guile and his brother left the court, feem- 
ingly much diigufted with the meafures which 
were there purfucd. At the feme time, otheic 
B 4 means 
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means of delufion were employed, more likely 
to produce the defired efFcft. Charles offered, 
his fifter in marrisige to the King of Navarre ^ 
and an ambafTador was fent to England, to 
negoclate a match between the duke of Anjou. 
tnd queen Elizabeth. But of all the infirumentft 
of deceit which he employed, there was none 
more efficacious, than the declaration whiqh he 
made .of his refolution to enter into war with 
the king of Spain. Philip had refufed, he faid, 
tQ grant him reparation fpr certain injuries 
whjcl^ his fobjefts had received from the Spa- 
niards in America} and he was determined to 
take yengjpance on 'th^t prince, by invading his 
dominions in the Ne^herl^^s. He offered tl^e 
command pf the army, which he t^ke4 Qf 
fending thither, to |I}e admiral^, ^d affured 
him th^j; he would be entirely gpyerned by his 
counfels, and thofe of the prince of Orange an^ 
count Lewis, in carrying on the war. 

No pfopofal could be better calculated than 
this to blind the admiral's penetration. Con- 
fcious of fuperior military talentSjr he waj; na- 
turally fond of war; fincerp in his profeflion of 
the reformed religion, he .was zealous to prpr 
pagate and defend iti and he was ftrongly at- 
tached by fympathy of manners, as well as re- 
ligious principles, to the princes of Naffau. 
Count Lewis was with him at Rochelle, when 
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the prbpofal was delivered, and he contributed 
not a little to banifh from his mind the remains 
of thofe fuipicions, which he ftill retained for *^^** 
the king's fincerity. Soon afterwards they 
both fet out for Paris, where they were receiv- 
ed and treated with fo much efteem and con- 
fidenccj as gave the admiral a full conviftion 
that the fentiments both of the king and the 
queen-mother were in reality what they fcgmed. 

Cha&les thought it neceflafy for his pur- 
pofc to wear the mafk for fome time longer; 
and as he found that nothing had ferved fo ef- 
fe<5hially to lull the admiral's fu^icions as this 
laft device, he affeded to be extremely folicit-. 
ous about making preparations for die war; 
and in the mean time delired count Lewis to 
repair to the frontiers of the Netherlands, to 
communicate his defign to the malcontents, 
and to hold them in readinels for the admiral's 
arrival with the troops. There was iiothing 
farther from his intention than to begin hoflili<* 
ties. But no fqpner were the Hugonots in- 
formed of the deiigit^n which count Lewis had 
fet out, than great numbers of them, prompt- 
ed by their religious zeal, and. by the reilkfs 
military ipirit of the age, flocked after him, 
and offered to aflift him in any enterprife he 
ihould iindertalsie^ 

Lswi$ 
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1 o o K Lewis was himfelf of too aftive a temper to 

Xlr 



^— --v/— ' 



■VT" 



fuffer them to remain long without employ- 
'^'*' , ment. It was of the utmofl: confcquence, he 
knew, towards the fuccefs of that expedition 
on which his hrothor was about to onter, as 
well as of the Frcaich invafion of the Nether- 
lands, to acquire poflefllon early of fome for- 
tified town in the frcmticr province^. With 
this view he had m^^int^ned a fecret corre- 
fpondence with fome of the inhabitants of 
Mons s . and he made himfelf mafter of that 
important cijy by the following ilratagem. 

Having left the coafines of France, he arriv- 
ed in the evening with five hundred horfe and ^l 
thoufand mufqjieteers at a wood m the neigh-^ 
bourhood of Mon$» whence he fent f<>rwardl 
ten or twelve of his foldiers, whom he fele£ke4 
on accountof their fuperioraddrefe ai^d refolu- 
tion* They entered Mons ia the evening, ^nd 
lodged together in the. fame inn. They gav« 
out that they were dealers in wines informed 
their holt, that-their fervants .were bringing ft 
. quantity of that liquor^ and inquired at whiit 
hour the gate of the city, by which it was tQ 
be brought in, would be opened. They wei» 
told, that, for a fmall reward, the keepet: 
would open it at* any times Md early next 
jlfiorning, having bribed the ke^p^r ». opeax 
■ »^- it* 
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it, they feized upon the keys, aod difperfed • °^ ^ 
the guards. Count Lewis, who was at hand u,i-y— y 
with a hundred horfe, inunediaiely ruihed in^ '^^^ 
and having taken poflefllon of the gate, with a 
pMrtofbis trpops^ he trayeded the princip^ 
ftrects of the city with the reft, and proclaim^ 
ed to the inhabitants! that he was not conne as 
an eacmy, but as a friends and diat the prince 
of Orange was approaching with a powerftd 
army, to affert their liberty, and to ddiver 
them from aU thofe oppveifive taxes which had 
t>een impofed upon them by the diike of 
Alva. 

All the cimens ftill remained within theii* 
houfes, except a few who were privy to his de- 
fign; but he began to grow lineafy when he 
reflefted on the fmall number of men that were 
with him, and to wonder that the reft of his 
troops were not come forward. It was to no 
purpoie, he knew, to attempt keeping pofief- 
(ion of fo great a town with fb fmall a force. 
He rode out therefore as faft as he could to^ 
wards the place where he had left his troops, 
who had loft their Way, and were wandering in 
the wood. He conduced them immediately 
^o die city $ not without anxiety^ left he ihould 
find the gate ihut againft him on his return. 
But ilich was the confternation of the citizens, 
and their ignorance of what had paifed, that 

none 
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^ xi^ ^ ^^^^ of them had ventured to ftir without their 
^^ — ^ — f houfcs. The gate was ftill open, and every 
*^^** thing in the town as quiet and motionlefs as 
when he left it. He then placed his guards at 
the feveral gates, and on ^ihc ramparts ; and 
calling the magiftrates together, explained to 
them his own, and his brother's defigns ; giv- 
ing them the- ftrongeft aflurances that no via- 
lence flipuld be committed by his ibldiers* Afr 
tcr which he commanded fuch cf.thc citizens' as 
he could not truft, to deliver up their arms ; 
and orderied all pf them to proceed as formerly 
in the purfuit of their cuftomary occupations. 
His troops did not amount to more than fifteen 
hundred men ; but he Ibdn acquired' a - mxich 
greater for^ce by the acceffioa iol5 many pro- 
teftant?, who'haftened. to his affiftance from 
Picardy and Champaign **. 

The lofs of Mons afFefted the ddke of Alya 
in the moll fcnfible manner,;. and it g^ve him 
the greater uneafincfs and coiKcrn, as it was 
altogether uncxpefted. Being: no ftranger to 
<:ount Lewis's enterprifing genius, he had kept 
an anxious tyc upon all his motions, during 
his abode in France ; clpecially after the peace 
of St. Germans, and the kind reception he 

^ B^ativoglio, p. g^^, Mevrfii Attriactis, p« 79. Meteren, 
p. $5. 

had 
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had met wth fix)m the kfng. Tte lateft ac- • 9^ ^ 
count which he had recejiyed. of hhn from his ^^ v ■■< 
ipies at Paris was, that he was playing at ^^^ 
tennis; by which piece of intelligencej they 
meant to infiihiate that he was more attentive 
to amufement, dian to any ferious purfuit. 
When the duke therefore was informed c^ hit 
fuccefe at Mons, he dtfcovered^the utmoftim^ 
patience and difitgrin. In the rage which ie 
excited in him, throwing ^iown his hat, and , 
trampling upon it, ''^' I have been.deceived, he 
cried, by a*Ti^can* woman^^itieaning Cathe** 
rine of Medicis), but ere hingj^inftead of Tuf-« 
can lilies, flie ihaU ftd the l&llarc ofSpaniih 
thoms.'' 

His venation was much.iihcreafed by hiB 
knowledge tff the great importance rof th4 
place which he- had AoA.^Hc confidered that 
Mons Ifas not aidy the>capital of the province 
of Haiaault^ -bttt one oflT ^ largeft and moft 
poputous^ cities in the LoWrCouttries; ^t> 
being fituated in a marfliy^ foU,. it ^ighjc eisfily 
be rendered impregnable; that although it was 
not in the line of jthe barrier towns,, yet ic W92» 
removed at.fo^finail a diftance froni the fron*. 
tier, that th^ pofiefiion of it muft.greatly fai:i- 
litate the entrance of foreign troops into the. 
provinces i and that either the IPrc^sk tUDg^ 

whofe 
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s xif ^ ^^^& cohdii£t had lor feme tame ptft had £b 
haftik ftn appearaxice^ or the prince tif Orange^ 
could eafily fufiiifii it with.fopplies. 

' Thisx confideratiDns made himrefelye to 
attempt the rcQovery of: it vtithqut ^hyi but 
«Hiik be wasmoking the|)repafajtion9 neceflhrf 
for this puipofe^ he receive to€^)Jigience of 
the revolution in Holland; aiikd at the fame 
time ms inforaiSed^ that the px^aoM of Orangei 
having aireadjr colkfted a nuoa^rou^ anny> was 
about ta begin hh march* Alva^ far frpn) 
Ihrinking at the riew of fo pnaay inq)endij3g 
dai3g«$> exerted himfelf ^fith great a&ivity 
and vigour to repel^ them. He carried on his 
levies with the utmoft diligence^ and in a very 
j^rt time found him&if pofiefled of between 
five and fix tboufand Getrnaia horfe and 
eighteen thou&nd foot of the &mt natioa 1 be-- ' 
fides ii% oomptnies of Sp«M^da> m^ one 
hundred and fifi:y ef WaJAooiub arid other na^ 
lives of the Netherlands. He would gludly 
have fent a part of diefe &rces to recover the 
revolted cities itk die mandme provinces, %nd 
^ reft tothefief^eofMoiss^ bot wbcsn he f(e- 
fie£bed on the difficulty whkh he muft -epi^ 
counter in either of tdiefe two enterpd&s> ke 
apprehended diat his acdiy^ nnmerous aa it wasj 
eould HOI with ^fafety i^e divided* He re-* 

folved 
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folved rfwfcfore to employ it, whole and en- ■ ^o k 
tire> againft his enemies on one huid of Inm^ Sm^s,''^^ 
before he fliouki turn h to the other. ^^^' 

Still, however,* he remained in great per- 
plexity, ftiding it difficult to determine whether 
It was Ttioft expedient to begin with the fiegc 
of Mons, or die recoveryof the marithne pro- 
vinces. And to 4ffift him in deciding this im- 
portant qucftion, he called a council of his 
principal officers; when the marquis of Vitelli, 
one of the firft iri rank, as well as in military- 
merit, advifed him earneftly to begin with the 
latter, and Ibpported his opinion by obfefving, 
^* That although the interior provinces were 
liable to be invaded from the fide of France or 
Germany, yet it would not be difficult to re- 
covw whatever cJcies (ho^dd be loft in thofe 
provinces, as the inhabitants were in genera! 
more leyal than thofe of Holland and Zealand, 
and miich left infefted with the Jpirit of inno- 
vation in rtli^n. That the Huguenots un-i 
der count Lewis were deftittite of means to 
fupp^rt liiemfelves; and muft foon be difperf- 
ed; for he could not be perAmdad -that the 
French king, who had hitherto Ihewn (b much 
2eal for the true religion, would ever debale 
iMnjfelf fo far, as to favour ihe attempts of his 
rebdiiotfs fubjefts to fubvert it. The Germari 
fercels und«r thepriHcc erfiOrange, tmdifciplin^ 
: * 5 ed 



Digitized by 



Google 



. i6 BJSTORY OF THE RftlGN 6f 

BOOK cd aa4 tumultuary, were actuated in their pre- 
fent warfare, by no other motives but thofe of 



'^?*' pay and plunder. And if they were difap- 
pointed in their expeftation of thefe, there was 
little ground to doubt that they would choofe 
rather to return home, after taking vengeance 
0J> their leaders, than expofe themfclves to the 
fatigue and danger of befieging towns and for- 
treflbs. We may therefore, without anxiety," 
continued he, " putofFthe fiegeof Mons, and 
the defence of the inland frontier,, till a more 
convenient feafon fliall arrive. But the ftate of 
the maritime provinces admits not of the leaft 
delay. The people there are univerfally infedt- 
cd with herefy. They have conceived a de- 
gree of phrenzy, and indulged themfelves in 
the mofl extravagant excefles againft the 
church and the king. Their fituation, ftrong 
by nature, will foon be rendered impregnable^ 
Every paiTage of a river and canal will require 
an army to force it, and every fiege, a cam- 
paign to finifh it. By the fea, and by the 
rivers, they can be always richly furnifccd 
with provifions; they can every hour receive 
fuccour from France, Germany, or England; 
and will be aWe, by their naval force, to pre- 
vent the king's army from receiving fupplies 
from Spain. It is there too, the prince of 
Orange, for many years, was governor. There 
be ^flfefles feyeral large eftatess and he has 
•'. " formed 
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formed thejpe iiwncroiii anddcrife cottnexbns *^^* 
with petfons of the gre^teft infiitencc In the 
cdutitrj. Aj k waa m thdfe proirincei he firft 
ttt€teA i!ki ftandsfcl of pebeUkmj it is In them 
ke intends to fix the fe^t of thAt ufbrped 60^ 
mmion which he is fe aiiilHtious to maintain. 
Let iis attadc our enemy fifft in his ftrong 
hiddj and when we hare driren him froih 
«heiice, we ihall find it much eafier to pre- 
Vdit him from eftaWifhing himfelf in any othrt^ 
ijuarteri** 

Svtn were the tcdToiis wffich VitelK gatt 
for advifing the duke of Ahra to poftpc^e the 
fiegfe of Monsj and^ if his advice had been 
followed^ it is probable that the republic of 
the United Provinces would never have beert 
(sfftmsd. The people had not yet had time t^ 
put. the ckies into a proper ftale of defence ^ and 
th^ could not have long refifted fi> great a 
force as the duke of Alva might haye employe 
ed to fubdue them* Amfterxtam and Middle^ 
Inir^ were ftill unlhaken in their allegiance^ 
Wim the fhips belonging to thefe two wealthy 
cities, and diofe which he wo«ld have receivcA 
fitim Spain, a fleet might have been e<^uippe4 
fiapoior to chat q( the prot^ants 5 who muJI 
have been ^on 'reduded to Ae ncceflky of ftit)* 
mhting to whatever terms Philip might hay* 
thought fit to impoTci. 

Vol- IL Q No 
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* ^i? ^ ^^ ^^^^ pernicious confcq\icnces as thofc 
^- j / . ' which were foretold by Vitclli, could have fol- 
lowed from allowing the enemy to remain for 
fomc time in pofleffion of Mons ; nor even from 
.the conqueft which the prince of Orange might 
havemadeof other places. In an open coun- 
try, fuch as the interior provinces, the fate qf 
towns muft depend entirely on the nuniber and 
difciplineof the armies employed to attack or 
defend them ; and in both thefe refpefts, the 
duke of Alva had reafon to believe that he 
would be at all times able to maintain his fupe- 
riority; clpccially if, by firft reducing the mari- 
.time provinces, he could keep open his com- 
munication by fea with Spain. 

' But it is infinitely eafier for mtn to judge 
concerning matters of fuch nice deliberation, 
after the event has happened, than when they 
are about to enter upon aftion. It ought to be 
confidcred, that Alva had not yet experienced 
the difficulties attending the fiege of towns, 
fituated in a country fo much interfefted by the 
fea, by rivers, and canals, as the maritime 
provinces ; and could hot forefee thofe amazing 
exertions which thepciople maai^y firft in their 
preparations for w:ar> and afterwards in the de- 
fence of their cities when attacked. He, had 
likewife reafon to entertain fofpicions of the 
hoftilc intentions of the French king. He 
: / dreaded 
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dreaded tht havoc which would be made by • ^^ * 
the anny of die prince of Orange, in the richer 
and more, fertile provinces j and thought it 
would.bring an indelible ftain upon his honour^ 
if he did not endeavour to prevent it. Befides 
thefe motives^ it is not improbable,^ confider^ ^ . 
ing the natural violence of his temper^ that he 
was in fomc degree influenced, in the relblu- 
tion which he formed, by his perfonal jea- 
loufyofthe prince of Orahge, and his defire of 
difappointing a fecond time the attempts of one 
who had formerly rivalled him in the favour of 
his prince.. ^ . 

Whatever were his motives, herefolvedto ti?efitge«f 
begin his operations with the fiegc of Monsi 
and to delay the reduftion of Holland till he 
fiiould difengage himfelf from his eneniies on> 
the fouthern frontier. In order to increafc the 
number of his forces, he commanded the garri- 
fons of Rotterdam and Delfshaven, the only 
towns in Holland in which he had any garrifbns 
left, to join him ; and immediately fent off his 
fon Frederic/le Toledo, accompanied by Noir- 
carmes and Vitelli, with a part of the troopsjr to 
form the blockade of MonsJ 

, The inhabitants of that city, though fufpi- 

cious at firft of count Lewis's intentions, were 

now well fatisiied with his government, and 

C 2 V^re 
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were folicitous to provide tor their dcfiencc 
againft the Spaniards. They afHited him with 
*57^ great alacrity in completing their fortifications. 
They were a£tive in laying in military ftores and 
provifions; and having repeatedly faltied out 
for this purpoie, after Toledo's arrival in their 
neighbourhood^ they had ieveral rencounters 
with his troops. 

Lbwis had, ibme time before, ient the Svetff 
de Jentis to Paris, to inform the king of his fuo-i 
C€fs> and to iblicit the fpttdj march of the 
troops which he had promifcd to fend to his af- 
fiftancc* Charles received Jenlis in the moft 
gracious manner, afi^ed to be extremely hap- 
py with the accounts which he had brought him^ 
and gave him authority to levy forces j hoping 
that, before they could take the field, he would 
be able to put an end to the fcene of diffimula- 
tion which he had fo long been a&ing. But 
the admiral, who was allowed to exercife art 
unlimited power in the adminiftratton, puflied 
forward the levies with greater vigour than the 
king intended ; and, in a few weeks> Jenlis- 
^s ready to fet out with between four and five* 
thoufand foot and foiu* hundred horle. The 
admiral and count Lewis concurred in advifmg 
him to direcl his march by the way of Cambray, 
that hfi might avoid being intercepted by the 
^mmyh and join the army of the prince of 

Orange* 
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Oftflge. But Jcnlis rcfufed to comply with » ^^ ^ 
this whokfome counfel* He vainly hoped to ^^ — A^ 
be abfe> with hir own forces alone» to oblige *^^*' 
the Spaniards to quit the fiege $ and he Itrifhed 
to fecure this honour to himfelf> rather than, 
Irave it to be reaped by the prince of Orange. 
Notice was fent priratdy to Toledo, from the 
court of France, of the route which he was to 
take, and of the time of his departure. Tole- 
do immediately drew off his forces from the 
blockade, and advanced to meet him on the 
frontier \ being defirous to engage at a diftance 
froni the town, left count Lewis Ihould fally 
out, and attack the Spaniards in the rear, when 
they were engaged in battle with Jcniis. To- 
ledo had reached a village called St. Ghiflain« 
at the diftance of a few miles from Mons, when 
he w^s informed that the enemy had entered a 
nelghbourinig wood, and that upon their com- 
ing out from it he might attack them with great 
advantage. He ordered his cavalry to march 
firft, and followed as faft as he was able with 
the infantry. The cavalry had almoft reached 
the borders of the wood, when they perceived a 
hundred of the enemy's horfe that had been 
fent before to reconnoitre. Thefe the Spani- 
ards inftantly attacked, and drove back into the 
WQod^ purfuing thenrt clofely till they reached 
thcLmain army, which was thrown into cpnfu- 
fion by the precipitate flight of the fygUi^es^ 

C3 la 



Digitized by 



Google 



14 HISTORY OF THE REIGN OP 

' Xi^ '^ In a very little time the whole Spanifli armf. 






arrived, and began the attack, before JenKs 
had time to draw up his men in order of battle. 
The French made refiftance, however, for two 
hours with great bravery ; but at laft they gave 
•way, and endeavoured to fave themfelves by 
flight. Upwards of twelve hundred fell on 
the field, and many were killed in the purfuit, 
partly by the Spaniards, and partly by the 
country pepplc, who took cruel vengeance for 
the injuries which they had received from them 
in their march. Tenlis himfelf was taken pri- 
foner, and cpndufted to the citadel of Ant- 
werp; where, having died fuddenly, his death 
was afcribed to poifon. The lofs fuftained by 
the Spanifli army was incojifiderable, 

AUt*9 trrj. Toledo returned to Mons in a few d^ys af-? 

l/hiU. '^ ter this diftinguifhed yiftoryj and foon after 
the duke of Alva arrived. This cautious ge- 
neral haying drawn a double trench and ram-r 
part round his army, by which it was render- 
ed fecure on one fide againft the fallies of the 
befieged^ and on the other, againft any fudden 
attack that might be made upon it by the prince 
of Orange, he imjnediately erefted feveral bat-: 
teries,- and JDegan his fire in different quarters 
with great fury. The befieged difcovered no 
left Vigour jn their defence j which was con-^ 
with great prudence^i as well as the 
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moft' indefatigable aftivity, by count Lewis, ^^jP^ 
ieconded in all his operations by the celebrated 
La Nouc, who had gained diftinguilhed re- 
nown in the civil wars of France, 



i57r. 



But although the befieged diiplayed the ut- Arrivii oi 

mofl ikiU and intrepidity, they had no hopes ofOrao^ 

of being able'to raife the liege, without the tberiindZ' 

aififtance of the prince of Orange, William 

had already penetrated into the Low Countries, . 

and advanced as far as Ruremond. There he 

flopped, and demanded a fupply ofprovilions 

for his troops. The government of the town 

was in the hands of zealous catholics, who not 

only rcjcfted his requeft, but accompanied 

their rifufal with a degree of haughtinefs and 

infblence, by which the prince and his army 

were highly exafperated. There were many 

of the citizens, however, with whom he had 

formerly held intelligence. Having at this 

time renewed his correfpondence with them, he 

made a brifk attack upon one of the gates. 

The catholics fuftained it with fj)iritj but 

while they were thus employed, the proteftant 

inhabitants fnatched the opportunity, and in-» 

troduced the affailants by another gate into the 

city. It was not then in the power of the 

prince of Orange to reftrain the fury of his Ibl-? 

diers. They plundered many of the citizens, 

violated the churches, and pyt tq d^ath, with 
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* xi^ ^ ^^ barbarity^ feytral priefts^ and oUier rcljU 

i_^.l^ gipmfU. ^y fome popiih hiftor}anS| WilUaix) 
^S7^ him£elf has been blamed on account of theft 
enormities, 9ut (hcfc writers feem neither tQ 
have known that he publifhed an edi£t to pre« 
vent them^ n^r tp have confidcredi that as he. 
could not but perceive that violent meafures 
were calculated to hprt hi§ caufe, by alienating 
^e afFeiStipns pf the people in other cities, (q 
his conduct on innuiperablp pthpr occafiong 
furnjlhes the ftrongeft proof of his utter ayer-^ 
Txon to all cnjelty and oi^trage, 

William's acquifitipn of Rurqmond was of 
great importance^ a§ it put him in ppJOfeiTion of 
fL commodious paffage oyer the MaeftTj he 
therefore left a garrifpn to defend itj, and hafV 
tened afterwards to Hainaultt The citizen^ of 
JVIechlin having been gained over to his intereft 
by the Sieur de Porp, opened their gates to re- 
ceive him, ' There he likewife left a garrifon. 
The citizens of Louvain refufed to admit hin> 
within their walls; but, on his preparing to 
employ force, they confented tp grant him a 
contribution; of which he accepted, in order 
to faye the time which th^ fiege would have 
coft him, Nivelle/ Dieft, Sichem, Tillemont, 
and fcveral other towns furrendered to him ; 
Cime through fear, and others through the afiec- 
Upn which they bpye tp hi§ caufe or jperfon, 

Dendremond 
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Pendremond wd Oudeiiar4e vmt takea by ^oai; 
iiifprife^ wd great irrcgularitiea w^rc commit- n^ ^ .jt 
ted by the foldicrs in bdth thefc places, e£pea^ '^^** 
lyiy in ihe latter, where, notwithftanding their 
)j^ader's prohibition, they once niore indulged 
that ungovernable fury with which their bigo- 
|ry inipired them againft the ecckfiaftkri of t^ 
S^iniib commuiuon« 

W1J4I4IAH made his Itay at each bf thefe 
places as fliort as poflible. He did not, how- 
ever, arrive in H^nault till the beginning' of 
September, when his army anwunted to more 
than twenty thoufand men» 

So great an army could not be fupported 
long without more ample funds than he pofleff- 
cd. The States of Holland had fent him a con- 
fiderablc fiim, The exiles had tranfmitted to him 
a part of the money that arofe from their cap- 
tures. His other friends had raifed contribu- 
tions proportioned to their abilities. But fo 
great had been the expence of levying, equip- 
prngj and maintaining his troops, and fuch 
immenfe iums had been laid out in purchafing 
artillery and military ftores, that he had occa- 
fion ftill for all the fupplies which had been 
promifcd him by the court of France, 

But his hopes of relief from that quarter 
were now utterly e^tinguifhed^ The plan of 

8 treachery 
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» o o R tre^crjr ab6ve-mehtioncd, wMch' had bccit 
tu.-L-»^ carried on for two years, with a degree of ppr- 
^P^ fcverance as well as of diffimulation that has 
hot 4ts parallel in hiftory, was at this time 
brought to a conclufion. The artifices employ- 
ed to delude the proteftant leaders had at length 
fticceeded, and they were almoft all caught in 
the net which had been prepared for their dc- 

. The admiral had remained at court for feve- 
veral months, during which time Charles gave 
him every day frelh marks of afFeftion and 
cftecm. That deceitful monarch had fhewn 
likewife a particular attachment to the admi- 
ral's friends, and was perpetually furroundcd 
with them at council, in his own apartments, 
and when he went abroad. With his permif- 
fion, the admiral had left Paris, and gone to 
Chatillon, where he ftaid for fome time to fettle 
hisTprivate affairs. This indulgence was calculat- 
ed to create in him the moft aflured confidence ; 
fince it could hardly be fuppofed* that if the 
king had intended him any harm, by enticing 
him to court, he would have allowed him to 
depart from it. To fuch a height was the ad-, 
miral's fecurity now rifen, that when Charley 
cxprefled his defire of having all grounds of en- 
mity between him and the Guifes removed, he 
readily confented that they fliould come to 

Paris^ 
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Paris, and agreed to refer the feveral points c( " ^3^ * 
difference between hunfelf and them to the u>-m'"iJ 
king's dccifion. In a few days after, the duke '^^- 
of Guife arrived, attended by a numerous train 
of dependants; and a Ibrmal reconciliation was 
made in prefence of the king. But it loon ap« 
peared how little fincerity there was on one fide, 
in the profeflions which were uttered on duit 
occalion. 

As a prelude to the final cataftrophe, the 
queen of Navarre, a princefs who by her Ipirit 
and magnanimity had long been formidable 
to xht- catholics, died, after a flxort illnefs, 
which was generally afcribcd to poiibn. And 
an attempt was made, by a partifan of Guiie, 
to afiafiinate the admiral. By this lafl: event 
the proteftants were greatly alarmed s but the 
king and queen-mother, by redoubling their 
diffimulation, and afiuming, with confununate 
artifice, the appearance of deep concem for 
what had happened, prevented the admiral 
from fulpeiling tbem to have been privy to it, 
and diverted him and the other proteftant 
leaders from forming any vigorous relblution of 
providing for their fafety. They were all 
found therefore defencelefs and unprepared. 

In that horrid fcene which pafied on the 
Ijight of the twenty-fourth of Auguft, the duke 

of 
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* M^ * tof Guife Hm Ae jvkictpal aflar. But his fe- 

v-^ , 1^ vttge Q^^ qiH^y difiufed ideif into cvciy 
w** far««fti aijd np c«hoUc declined to affift him 
in die execucioii of his bloody purpofe. The 
admiral, t6 whom» not many days before, he 
iiad pledg<ed his friendihip, was anntoi^ the &cSt 
,who Cell a ffieri^ee to his fury. This great man 
jiied with a fortitude and tranquillity fuitable 
to his charadter. " Young man>" ^'^id he to 
La Befme {who was fent into his apartment 
by the duke of Guife, while Guife himfelf re- 
mmed without till die deed was perpetrated)^ 
" you ought to reverence grey hairs j but pro- 
cttd XD the execution of your defign ; you can 
Ihortcnmy life hut a very litdc/* While he 
was faying this» the aflaflin plunged his fword 
into his breaft* At the fami^ time all his do*- 
meftics and friends were murdered i among 
whom was th« brave. Guerchy, his lieutenant^ 
and his Ibn-in-law, the amiable Teligny, who 
had won even the favage heart of Charles, and 
whofe engaging afpeft fufpended for ibme 
timo the lifted hands of his murderers* But it 
does not belong to this hii^ory to enter more 
particularly into the detail of this tranfa&ion. 
Upwards of ttn thoufand prot»ftants were maf- 
facred in Paris alone 3 and in the other cities 
of the kingdom, between fifty and fixty thou- 
fand. 

Or 
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Of this horrid mai&cre, ^ firft kki U £iid ' o o « 
to have been fuggdObed to due ^paedi-^mahcr hf %.mr ^\^ 
Philipy through the dffakc of Alv% at cmfef- 'sr^. 
rences held at Bayotioe m otie thQu&nd live 
hundred and fifty-nine 1 aad k i» certtlny ifait 
^lteUigen€e of it was received at Madrid mtk 
the utmc^ joy. Philip offered public thaidd^ 
giving to heaven for the deftrudioft of his eao^ 
mies; and wrote to Charles a congratulatory 
letter on the fubjeft. On the other hand, it 
fiUed the proieftants in the Low-Cotuaftriie^ Witl^ 
hcxTor ai»d confternation« Their hof^ea of ob^ 
caining deliverance from the SpaniJk y^^ 
through the powei;ful aid of France,* bad betft 
raUed to the gireateft height, and their dgec^ 
tion now was in proportion to^ thedr {braner «f^ 
pe&atio«s» 

Nqthitki could be mote gailiz® tb die 
prince of Orange tlmni the news of thtt; di&fter. 
Be&des the ciui^l dAftppointmeiit o£ finding a 
powerful mon^ch his mortal enemy> whom he 
had fo much rea^ to believe^ t)> be his frten^ 
h«t knew not what dangerous efie& this unesi^ 
peSed revolution t»ight prodiueo upoe^ 1h$ 
troops^ efpecially as ibme of them/W^e Aii;^e^ 
of France> and had enteired into his fervice^ unc^ 
der a belief that their king was tQ.Jfupporc thcsa 
in their prefent enterprife, 

P£RCJEiVING, 
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BO o K Percbivino, therefore, the neceffity of pufli- 

i-.y^l-ii ing forward his operations with the utmoft 

Opendoiu '^go"'*> ^^^ being perfuaded, that, without 

rfOr'S""*^* fome fignal inftancc of fiuioefs, he could not 

long fupport his army, he advanced without 

delay towards Monsi being refoived to try 

every expedient, not only to raife the fiege,. 

but if poffible to bring on a general engage* 

ment, 

* * ' ' J, . .. 

The duke eafily penetrated into his defign, 
and omitted nothing in his power to prevfent 
him from carrying it into execution. After 
the arrival of feveral German auxiliaries in his 
camp, his army was fuperior in number, as it 
had always been in difcipline, to that of the 
princer*andjie could not have much reafon to 
dread the events of a battle, in cafe he fhould 
find it unavoidable. But Icnowing that the 
fate of battles is decided fometimes by acci- 
dents, againft which no human prudence can 
provide; and confidering, that the prince's 
army, through the fcantinefs of his funds. 
Would probably foon fall to pieces of itfelf^ he 
refumcd the principles on which he had afted in 
the time of William's former expedition, and 
refoived to avoid expofing his troops to any un- 
neceffary rifle ; hoping, that, by tiring out the 
enemy, he ihould be able to triumph over 

them 
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tfaem withbiit fighting. With thijf view, white ^^^ ^ 
he inveftcd the town on every fide, and pre- w ^ " ^ 
vented any fcppiies from being thrown into iti 
he entrenched hfe camp fo ftronglyi as to ren- 
der it entirely imprafticable for the prihce of 
Orange to force his lines. He fortified the 
fcvcral pafTes by which the town might be ap- 
proached in the ftrongeft manner; watched 
over every operation hinafelf, with indefatigable 
attention; and forbade his men to engage in 
the flighteft flcirmifli with the enemy, whatever 
provocation they might receive. 

After having taken thefe precautions, he 
fent out five hundred horfe to reconnoitre. 
They were met by nearly the fame number of 
German horfe, commanded by count rienryi 
William's ybtingeft: brother, who being ambi- 
tious to diftinguifli himfelf in this his firft cam- 
paign, attacked the Spaniards with uncommon 
fury, and after killing many of them, broke 
their ranks, and drove them back in great con- 
fufion* The prince himfelf followed foon af- 
terwards with all his army, and drew it up iii 
battle array before the duke of .Alva's camp. 

But Alva, more determined* than ever fince 
the repulfe of the.cavalry to adhere to his plaii> 
kept all his men within their entrenchments. 
The prince of Orange omitted nothing in his 

power 
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BOOK |j(yfrer to induce hixh to change his porpofr^ 

v,^,v—,i He fhifted hii^grouiKi, intercepted die convoys 

**** of jwovifions, attacked foragers, znd fent out 

parties on every fide^ with a vie^to entice tht 

miemf to qtiit their lines. 

There were perfons in the Spaniih camp who 
Condemned their general's condnfb on this oc- 
cafion, and eAarted him to put to proof that 
eourage of which the enemy were ib extremely 
C^9:entacious. i^fnoHg thefe was dke archbilhop 
of Cologne % whofe ardcait fpirit breathed no- 
thing' but war and batde, and who could not 
rdifh thi^ cautious maxims by which the duke 
of Alva had refdved to regulate his conduct:, 
Alva remained equally firm againfl: the impor- 
tunities of his friends, and the »ts that wer6 
pra^ifed by the enemy. It was a m^im ofteii 
in his mouth, that as dl human events are pre-^ 
cariouS) the moft precarious of all is a battle : 
to which he added, that it ought not to be the 
aim of a general to fight, but to overcome; and 
thzt there were other means by which this aim 
might be accomplifhed more eSedually than 
by fighting* 

&JT aithotlgh hift eanduS: was not approved 
by the arehl»ih6pof CoJ^ne, he had the fat!f» 

* *Tke connt of Ifenberg« . 
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teHfth te^Wtow 1^ it gjtrc the dccpcft uncafi- ^ go * 
iteffe to ^tfifc prince of Orange j who perceived^ ^ v -^ 
that if ah dppoitunitf did not offer foon of 
IfcriMflg fomc important blow^ by which he 
^rhight tsijfe the ficge^ it would not be poffible 
for him to beep Ws ahny together. His fi^ 
•Bl^es did not ciil^k ^him to bring provifions 
#om a dillance^ iiid M the country round had 
been pkmaered by tike Spaniards* Being dri- 
ven fiiifefbre to dclpair, he made a bold effort 
to lEMTcak through the enemy's entrenchments j 
hut this adventurous attempt^ which nothing 
•cotdd j^ftify but the urgent motive that Incited 
him> was attended withfuch an iffue as he had 
reafbn to cxpeft. His men were bravely re- 
piilfbd^ and a confiderable lofs fuftained« 

He now relmquiihed all hopes of either raif- 
iirg the fiegc, or forcing an engagement j and 
he rcfohrcd to leave Hainault, after attempting 
to introduce fuch fupplies into the town as 
might enable the garrifon to hold out till win- 
ter, when the diake of Alva would be obliged 
■to retire. Ifor this purpofc, he made choice 
of two thoufand horfe and one thoufand foot, 
the flower of his army. There was only a finglc 
])a& by which they could Have acccfs to the 
town, and at that place Alva had built a ftrong 
fort, of which he committed the defence to a 
fele£t body df Spanifli troops, under the com- 
' Voh. II. D mand 
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BOOK mand of Sancio d'Avila and Julia Romera# 
Notwithftanding. this precaution, which left 
hardly a poflibility of fucccfs, the troops deiliiv* 
cd for the relief of Mons advanced towards the 
pals with the utmoft intrepidity. Romero.and 
D'Avila received them with equal intrepidity 5 
and were fecondcd by the gups of the fort, 
The combat was hot and furious. There was 
a brilk cannonading during the time of it from 
the two arniies, and from the townj but the 
fire from the fort did the greatefl: execution 5 
and the Germans, after feveral hundr^fis of 
their number had fallen, were aj laft oblig^jco 
abandon their attempt. 

^hepnncc The princc of Orange now convinced of the 
\«ve'Hai.'* impo(fibility of relieving the befiegeid in op^- 
•a***^* fition to fo powerful an army, immediately de- 

camped. . The^ duke pf Alva followed him 
next day with moft of his forces, and in every 
movement difcovered the moft confuipftiatp 
(kill; fo that he at once prevented the^prince 
from returning towards Mons, and avoided be- 
ing reduced himfelf to the neceflity of fighting* 
It was not long before he learned that dicre was 
not the fame good order in the prince*^ arttiy, 
which had hitherto been obferved in it. Wil- 
liam's authority over his troops had fufFered 
greatly by the failure of his late attempts; 
and he was unable any longer to maintain that 
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toerfeft difciplinc, without Flu?h. no armyj 
however numcroys, can be formidable* 

Alva readily embraced the opportunity 
vrbich this circumftai\ce .afforded him. Hav- 
ing taken a view in perlbn of tKe enemy's quar-* 
ters, he ref9lved to attack them in the night* 
He co;Timittcd the charge of thii eriteiprife to 
Julio Romero, and gave him two. thoufand 
chofen infantry, wHo were ordered to be ready 
to march in the middle 6f the nighty each with 
a fhirt over his atmour, t^ .enable them to dil^- 
tinguilh one anothcY. They fell with great 
Fury on the Germans, who were ftatiohed to 
guard the camp -, and as moll of them were faft 
afleep, they made dreadful havoc among them, 
till the alarm was communicated" (q the reft, 
who were loon roufed by the groans and Ihrieks 
of the wounded. At firft, believing that thd 
whole Spanilh aniiy h^d attacked them, they 
fled precipitately. The affailants had in the 
beginning fct fire to the tents, and many of 
the Gernians peri£hed in the Hames. . But this 
circumftance, by which the horror of the fcene 
was augmented, faved the Gcrtnan army from 
deflruftion. It difcovered the number of the 
Spaniards, and made it eaficr for the prince of 
Orange to draw up his men> and to know in 
what quarter he. might find the enemy. But 
the aiTailants, jpercelying.that the whole icamp 
D 2 Was 
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i Q,P k: v^ ^p in afms> made their i^treat ift time, and 
eluded the vengeance which'theyfaw approach- 
*^' ing. By' the favour of the night they cfcaped 
*rith liVtle .lofs, after Tiavihg put to the fword 
near five hundred of £hc 'Germans. 

\ The conlequcnces of this difafter were more 
pernicious to the prince ofOfange than ,tlie dilr 
after iticlf. It filled his troops with confterna- 
tion, and gave them- a fonnidabk idea oCthe 
Spaniards, whom, on accpunt of their haying 
fo often declined, fighting, they had been ac- 
ciiftdmeci to defpife. Without waiting for orT 
ders, they haftily decarnped with one confent, 
and left ajpart of their baggage a prey tp jth^ 
teemy,. They .'had not candour to acknowr 
ledge, that the misfortune which had befallen 
them .oh the preceding night was owing to 
their hegirgehce ih obeying orders. ..They 
were fli'lpbfed to throw the blame of it upon 
their general, arid began to complain, thiat jn,- 
ftead of enriching them with IpoiH he had 
brought theni into. the/Low-C^untrics, \op1y to 
cxpqfe them to perpetual liardfliips and diffrels^ 
iHq Yoiihd mean^, howev^er,. at this time, ,to 
jquiet their minds, and in fome itieafure tb ^fct- 
tify their 6pini6n of his conduit. 

" ' Tffi .d^Ke of Alva was oil thi& occafioq^ lirg.- 1 
^ by liis ofiTce'rs' to ^t^c'^e priHpe'tiU 'Re 
""'' > r ' fhould 
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Omi^ drive Hw cjffirflY put of the Nether- § ^g !^ 
Ji^ck 2 t>.ut he re^^ted the otd maxini^ That ^ jj^ !■# 
it is irifcr 10 make a bridec for a flyiiig enemy, T.^ 
th^n to reduce them to dc^airj an^ returned 
to the iiege^ 

T^s prince of Orange led his troop^.to HtdUbandt 
Mechlin 5 an^ hi^vi9g renx^ined there for fome "*^* ^ 
da}:$ to recruit them after their fatigue, he 
ca«mued his piarch northwards, till he had 
bmq{(ht tbena a$ far as Orfoy in the dutchy of 
ClCKOS. At that place their ill-humour broke 
out ^frelh with greater violence than ever, and 
they began to hold private meetings, in which 
they deliberated, whether, in order to procure 
pay*n^M of their arrears, they (hould not deli- 
v^him up to the dyke of Alva. The princi- 
pal officers received this ungenerous propofal 
ij^t^^ boiTQr and indignation. They were con- 
vinced th^t the prince had done every thing 
that could have been done by a general of th^ 
moft confummate abilities. They knew that 
he hdd begun his entcrprife with the higheft 
probability of fucccfs, and that his failure in it 
h^ t^ben almoft entirely owmg to the treache- 
rous dealings of the French king ; by trufting 
to whom^ he had engaged in a very different 
plan of ppcratipi^s from that which he would 
otherwile hdvp odc^ted. By thefe confidera- 
nons the officers were entirely fatisfied ; and 

JD 3 through 
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' XL ^ 5^^^^S^ ^^^^^ influence, the ccjmmcjn foldicrs 

^ ;yr"' Were perfua^ed to relincjuifh their perfidious 

^^^*' ^efigh. The ' army was imniediately difband- 

ed; and William fet out for H[olland^ where 

the people longed for his arrival, 

Thfftinrw. His retrejit from Mons gave his brother, 
count Lewis, who w^$ naturally of a fanguine 
temper^ the d^epeft affllftion. And this, jbin-^ 
ed to the extreme fatigue which he had under- 
gone for feveral months before, threw him in- 
^o a violent ciiftemper, which prevente4 him 
for fome time ^ from attending to the fiege. 
But during his confinement. La None ponduft- 
ed the defence with fo much fkill apd intrepi- 
dity, that Alva, defpairing of being able be- 
fore winter to take the town by force, was 
willing to agree to fuch terms pf capitulation, 
as count Lewis thoijght it not difhoricuraBle to 
^ccept. Thefe were, that th^ French, count 
Lewis, the Flemifh nqbility, and' dl who were 
not inhabitants of the place, fhould, leave it 
with their arms and baggage; ' and' that 'fiich* 
of the inhabitants, as Had' b6?rje sfrKis might- 
leave it with their effeds;, but not 'their arms'.' 
That fuch of them as were cajthplics; "might Tt^^ 
main in tfe ^ toyJ-n unpol^ftbd f bur'fliat all the* 
protellants 'iliioyid :^6t " only 'd^i^icff^ffo^ 'thfe: 
tpwni, but frarii' the* NelK'erlariilsl^^^ttd' that -all ^ 
perfons, wliether atizeW'6f'fo?efgn?rsi'fhduld 
* '" ^ ^' '^ ' take 
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take ah oath, that they would not carry arms ^ ^^^ ^ 
for die fpace of a year, either againft the king u-^-->i/ 
of France or the king of Spain, from which ^^** 
oath count Lewis alone was exempted. This 
capitulation was figned by the dukes of Alva 
aii3 Medina-coeli, by Frederic de Toledo, and 
the baron de Noicarmes ; and ail the conditions 
0/ it were punctually fulfilled. 

In this manner was Mons recovered from the Bnormitfa 
proteflants, after it had been more than three niardi i*' 
months in their poflcffion. The duke of Alva ^**"^* 
felt no anxiety with regard to the recovery of 
the cities which had received the prince of 
Orange. They were neither ftrongly fortifi- 
ed ndr fufliciently provided with garrifons to 
defend theiyi. The firft againft 'which he turn- 
ed bis arm;s was Mechlin ; and he ordered his 
fon (o lead thither the Spanifh troops, who hav- 
ing received no pay for fome time, advanced 
like.fo many famllhed wolves, with a refolu- 
tion to fatiate their rapacity by plundering the 
inhabitants* 

On their arrival, the garrifon which had 
been left in the town by the prince of Orange 
fqemed determined to make refiftancej but 
finding the citizens averfe from co-operating 
with them, and despairing of being able, with-- - 
QxxX their afliftance, to hold out long, they de- 
D 4 ferted 
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Xertcd the place in the nighty aindtnep^trnprQ-* 
ing all the pricfts ^d ccclefiaftiqs, we^t in fo* 
*^^ lemn procc/fion to Toledo's tent, to depr«C^? 
Jus vcngeaifce. When they were pleading th^ 
^auie of the unh^j^y anxious inhabitanta> v^ 
reprefentiag that only a fociall number of ihcrn 
had been guilty, while by far the^ grpat;cft pa^^ 
had preferred their aUe^^iance -, the foldiers, apT 
' prehenfive that Toledo might liften to this apo- 
logy, and, difappoint tbiem of their prey^ cuih- 
' cd forward to the city, and broke into it^ 
fome by the gatesf arid others^ by^ thf help q^ 
fcaling ladders, Qv«r the walls. Then if>read:> 
ing thenjfelves like a deluge, they gavx a tooij^ 
to every i^cics of violence j butd^ering fojjnpi^ 
and plundering all without -mercy. Ther* 
was no diftinftion made of age, fcx, or concJi- 
tion. Virgins and matrons were violated b^-- 
fore the eyes oC their parent^ and hufba<;i(is. 
The churches and convents, were pillaged as- 
well a$ private houfcs ^ and the nuns were not 
exempted from that brutal luft and fury, which 
the Spaniards indulged without controuL 

joftfiiedby ' The duke of Alva was. fenfible how great an 
^Yi. * ^ odium muft attend fych a barharous treatment 
of a city, which had hitherto been diftinguifb-^ 
ed for its fidelity ^ yet he chofe to juftify what 
had been done, and in a few days afterwards 
pubUibed a manifefto, in which he declared, 
3 that 
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t^t the cmsens hiti lu^ctcd na mor^ tl^ul ^^'^ 
their r^belHopi hfd defiprved,^ dv^t jpS^ w^ y^j^i^ j 
»pt yet entirely fatisficd I tkat their orime mch '*'** 
rited a ftiU fcvew I).^^iftwJ(C^^ tigwv l^fcly m 
be deprived of their efFeAs i SM^d th^t OChoiT 
cides which had already imit^tcdj^ Of 9W!fld 
^terwardA inutate^ th^ir c^ag^le,. oiight t^ 
pefi^ fooner or later» ta meet with the £||ra 
&te. Of the (acrilege that had beea conuni^r 
ted on. the churches and convents^ and thf 
%)cking tfeatmeBt of the weaker fex, no messh 
tipA waa^ made in th<t maaifeftcb^ ^nd nq eiq^ 
waa eYer offered fb^ palpqg over thelc enofii|)j^ 
ties writh impunity. Great arre^r\ faid thff 
apolo^fts of Ahra, were at that time due to thff 
ibldiers y, and, as he CQ]uld not (adi^ thenb kfi 
either thought it reafonable tp alW tbem tp 
take a conTpenfation for their pay ^ cTj beii^ 
w^ ^<^u»iRted with their ferocious teippers, hp 
was afraid to exercife his authority. The Spa^ ' 
niih Ibldiers themfelvesi though litde icrupu-* 
lous virith refpeft to crimes, contrary tathe l^ws . 
of nature, juftice, and humanity, were aftcac-^ 
wardsj agreeably to the charafter of their na*-. 
tion, touched with remorie on account of their . 
violation of the churches s and in order to ^tono 
for their guilt, they hearkened to the di£bces o^ 
fuperitiuoAi and laid out a portion of their plun^ 
derinbujildin^ahoufe for thejefuits in Antwerp^ 

• l^eteres, f . 107. Caj^papi* p. 97. Bentiv^glia* p. 1141^ 
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B^o^O K Alva having gone to Maeftricht, where he 

i— vw dHmiffcd his German horfe, went from thence 

'Cr^dtyli ^^ Bruffels, while the Spaniards were permitted 

the Spam- ^ reitialri at Mechlin for feveral days, which 

mrdi at Zut* * ' • 

jibco. ,they employed in cpUeding their plunder, and 
fending it ofF in boats to Antwerp, to be ex- 
pofed to fale. Toledo then led them againfl: the 
other cities which had received German garri- 
fons.' Thefe garrifons fled on his approach; 'and 
the people agreed to pay exorbitant contribu- 
tions to fave their cities from being facked : nor 
did he meet with any oppofition in his progrefi, 
till he came to Zutphen, which was at that time 
a place of confiderable ftrength. It was de- 
fended with a wall flanked with baftions, and 
furrounded with a deep ditch. The IflTeFwaflies 
the fortifications on one fide, the Berkel on an-' 
crthierj and the ground on the other two fides 
is fo extremely wet and marfliy as to render the 
place, for the greatefl: part of the year, almplt 
ijiacccflible. But unfortunately for %h^ pro- 
teft:ants in^arrifon, they could not avail'them- 
fclves of thefe advantages at thisjunfturej the 
froft having fet in with uncommon feverity fe- 
veral days before the arrival of Toledo. 'He 
found no difficulty therefore in approaching the 
place with his batteries, and he foon made a 
breach in the wall. He' was preparing fbr an 
^ault, when he received intelligence, that the 
jpirrifon, and all fiich as had rendered them-. 
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fdves obnoxious, had gone out of the town by • ^^ ^ 
the oppofitc gate j and that the citizens who re- ^ v/ ■ ^ 
maincd wcr^ now, when left at liberty to aft *^'*' 
agreeably to their inclination, willing imme-> 
diately to furrrender at difcretion. But Tole- 
do haying, by the fmall refiftance which the 
ganiibn had nnade, got a pretext for plunder- 
ing this unhappy people, refufed to liften to 
any terms of accomniodation, and ordered his 
troops to advance. They entered the town 
mthout oppofition, and repeated there the 
famt fhocking barbarities which they had exer- 
ciied in Mechlin, with this difference, that as 
there was much lefs booty in Zutphen, to fatif- 
fy their rapacity, they indulged their cruelty fo 
much the more. They put to the fword all the 
citizens who fell in their way, men and women 
without diftiniftion j and when they were tired 
with flaughtering, they caft great numbers in- 
to the Jflel, and indulged thcmfelves in the 
horrid joy of beholding the unhappy fufFcrcrs 
periih in the ftream. By the fword and water, 
above five hundred perifhedj and the reft were 
obliged to redeem their lives by the moft op- 
preflive contributions, which were fo cruelly 
fexafted, that the living had reafon to envy the 
fate of thofe whom death had delivered from 
fuch intolerable mifery '. 

' Mctc'cn, p. no. Bcntivoglio, p. 115. Meorfii Aa- 
riacus, p. 99. 
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KING OF SPAIN. 
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B o K xn. 

WHILE the Spanifh army was employed b o o it 
in the ficgc of Monfs, and in fubduing ^ ^^^ 
tht^dther revolted towns in die fouthern pro- «57*« 
Vinces^ the people of Holland and Zealand tiomMiivi- 
imprevcd the leifure which was afforded them> 
by taking every precaution in their power to 
fcctire thcmfehres from being again reduced 
tmder the Spanilh /yoke. They increafcd the 
taumber of their ftnps of war, completed their 
fortifications, and levied fo great a number of 
forces, as, with the great advantages of their 
fituation, they hoped would be jfufficiene for 
their defence, 

BfiFQUB 
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Before the duke of Alva fet out for Monsi 

he had, agreeably to ordeh tranftnitted to him 

from Spain, read, in prefencc o( the States of 

BfaBant, sAartois,' Hainsult, ^d Ftandorsi a 

dectaratidh," that lie woiiild pafs from the taxes 

of the tenth and twentieth pennies, on condi- 

{idii that the, Sjtates vp)u}d 4€vife. fome other 

means by which the money neceffary for the 

king's fervice might be raifed. Intimation 

.was miderofuHis cdndcflidn t6I t|ie 5<atjei of 

Holland, by the count of Boflut j who, in the 

name ^f th^- goviirndJ, <idomnAanded -ifliem to 

affemble at the Hague, to confider of what 

other taxes they would fubftitute in the room 

of thofe whiohThad been^rntarlyimpofed^ 



Hfs cenceC- 
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Svrtes. 



This fpncefUon, wKict|i; if it jiad b^a^n^a^c 

;Arded by fooncr, might have prevented the revolt of tfie 

maritime provinces, w^ flot attendj^d witji.thc 

defired efFed. * It cxdtcd. in the minds of the 

people the higheft degree of joy and exultation j 

but they did not think themfelyes ijndebte4 for 

it, either to the king or the duke of Alva. 

^Theyafcrjibed it wholly to the dread that was 

-entertained of the prince of Orange* to whom 

'alo^ie they ..thought themielves bound for this 

.firft inftance of attention di^ had been Ihewxjk .to 

their inclination or intereft fince Philip's acccf* 

floA to the throne. They could not doubt^ 

that if his apprehenfions of the Gefrnaii afitiy 

' . -; Urcrci 
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were removtdj Mrt .voidd: be-again permitted ■ J,? "^ 
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to refume ^epurfliit of that plah of tyranny 
which he h^ been obliged tp fufpend. They ^^^ 
were well acquainted with the vindidive fpirit 
which animated Philip's counlels. They knew 
that^ for mttch (lighter ofiteces diaa thofe o£ 
which they had been guilty, many thoufands of 
their countrymen had fuffered the moft cruel 
death 5 and they believed> diat whatever afiur-^ 
ances might be given them of pardoii, the me* 
mory of their guilt would never be exti/iguiih^ 
ed but in their blood. By- the unrelenting 
cruelty which had been exercifed againft the 
proteftants, added to the contempt .which had 
been jQiewn to their fundamental rights and 
laws^ the*' people were entirely alienated from 
Philip's, perfon and government. They were 
convinced that he had rcfolved to tijeat them 
henceforth) not as fubjeAs but as flaves i* and 
they had long repined and murmured at their 
fate. 

Fkom the time of Alva's arrival in the 
Netherlands, all the proteftants who had efcap^ 
ed frpm die cruelty of the inquifitprs, had 
carefully, concealed their . fentiments, and con* 
formed to. the eftabiiihed woiihip; but having 
ef late received a gr^at increafe of numbar, by 
the return of many of the exiles, they had 
throwxi off the made s and it now ^peared^ that 

by 
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«««i^ bf&rtkeg^cueftiffaiftHiftlikin&fbiUf^b, iHA 
»,,■■■» Tiraatlf'thede^cinio?cthti!dMliS)^%dK>>(UYm 
**^ ^ iaftacHod-tb *e)fefia»fca\i«lglbfc. l1hfeii'*fcv- 

l^inkl riheaa *wieh^ ibed- ^Hsft^riJbte :t)«f^j)oft %i 

AcfindlilKir Hkwnjr rtD tlfs iKft. 

i .. J- 

rSiT** ' 'P*o«***'* hfAeSt twimSvcs, the Stites pod 
«D tr«gftrd ^ ^e Kiteier fbr ^fmi^iit^ at -the 
{€tigQe> fi%liftiito6d to fhem % fidfibt ; and 
Attf^ieir #igfet the moh; *fttongly wiprdl thth- 
t&hteitt^ of tltt^iovtrfior's anithdritf, they ip- 
^ttd ah ^cmiljfy t6 bfc held it Dort. i&f 
ffift Ifltoriblf thity gWe 'ejrfTy hotiije'to' Ofe 
pWhccdfOranqge, tod ihtrfcafted him toiKnd 6ne 
bPWs Wtoft faithftfl frieinds, 'pf6p6rly kiftrti'fted, 
fo-aflift ^ctti fti difeir'dtliberitidhs. The peir-^ 
foh ivhbtti 'the pWnce ittade choice df for this 
iptit^krffe, -wrai the Sicinr de St. Aldegond, the 
author of the compromife, who had long been 
well acquainted with William's moft fecrct view* 
tad fenthncnts. 

na enter ^T* AMe^iMd 'tica^ midei^ook Hie "t^ 

i^^g- rmpbMv^ Kitfi'j -ahd at the fifftrtieetittg of 

^^^'^ dW^etttejgaWjidifertv thanks in the hame of 

ijnk p^kati for %he ^iwnmation which they had 

fent him, of 'fheir yilbltftioh to vjft^trate th^i^ 

fibbrt^;ili«Rir^m^tw*krii, ** The jirfnce -was 

.i confcious> 
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cohfcious, he faid, of being ferioufly intereft- 
cd in the welfare of all the provincesi and of 
none more than thofe of Holland and Zealand, '^^** 
which f9r fcveral years had been the obje6ts of 
his particular attention. From time to time he 
had heard with indignation and grief, of the 
diftrcfs and mifery to which they had been re- 
duced through the Spanilh tyranny j and there 
was nothing which he delired more ardently, 
than to be inftrumental in recovering for them 
thofe invaluable rights^ which for ages paft 
had proved the fource of their profperity. In 
order to aecomplifli this end, he had fpared 
neither expence nor labour* He had failed in 
his former attempt for their deliverance, not 
(he hoped, they would believe) through any 
negligence or mifconduft, but through the fu- 
perior power and more copious refources of the . 
enemy. ' In his prefent armament, he had al- 
ready expended all that remained of his once 
ample fortune *, and as in levying his army, he 
had trufted in a great meafure to the affiftance 
which they had promifed him ; now was the 
time to fulfil that promife, and to enable him 
to begin his military operations without de- 
lay.'* 

TiiE States who knew the truth of what St. 
Aldegond had reprefented, and were fenfible 
how much the fuccefs of William's enterprife 

Vol. IL E depended 
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^ ^xiu^ depended on hi? receiving an immediate (up- 
u.-^-.>^ ply, fenthinn without delay a hundred thoufand 
'^'*' florins, which they borrowed from the morfe 
wealthy citizens; and promifed to fend him 
more as foon as it could be raifedj^ either from 
the ordinary taxes, or from the revenues of the 
monafteries, which were at that time converted, 
into a fund for carrying on the war. After 
this traofaAion, a Iblemn declaration in writing 
was delivered to St* Aldegond„ in Which they 
engaged to acknowledge the prince df Orange 
as the only lawful governor or ftadtholder o€ 
the province i appointed him commander in 
chief of all their forces by fea and land ;. and 
engaged,^ that, without his confent, they Ihould 
not liflen to any terms of peace which might 
be offered ; St.. Aldegond„ on the other hand;^ 
engaging in the name of the prince„ that he 
would not lay down his arms, nor enter inta 
any accommodation or treaty, without the 
knowledge and approbation of the States K 

Thrfrdi^ The States exerted themfelves itrenuoufly to 
perform their promifes of fupplies.. They fent 
him two hundred thoufand florins, which he 
received at Ruremonde, in his way to Mons>. 
and gave him fecurity for three hundred thou- 
fand. When the news 'were brought -them of 

c Mearlii Aariacua, ^ 84* 

& Ms 
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his retreat» and die ueccffitjr under whicfc b» * ^S * 
found himfdf of diibimding his army, thef ^^ — v^ 
vmrc exceedingly dejeftedi ?ind were .filled *^^^ 
with the oioft diiquieting apprchenfionsj whe^ 
thqr CQofidered that the dukf <^ Alya> having 
no enemy in the field to oppofe his progrefs^ 
wa3 iiow iit liberty to ennploy all his fprces ufiit* 
cxlj ifi taking vengeance on theoii fw thdif 
•contempt of his authority, 

Thbir diftreft was much incfeaTed by ^e Amfttrum 

infiexihle pbftinaqr of the city of Amfterdam, Jil jTpl2- 

in adhering to the Spanifc intenrfti which d,i4 ^^* 

tifiit proceed io moch from the general inclina*- 

tion of the citizens^ as from the care which the 

duloe of Alva had taken to preferve the goveri> 

meot of that city in the hands of the moft rigid 

catholics^ By .an order of the States^ Lumey 

count de la Mar<: had befieged it with a con^^ 

fiderable -body of troops ; but after making 

Some progreis in his operations^ he defpaired 

of fuccefsi and fuddenly raifed the fiege* He 

alcribed the mifcarriage of his attempt to the 

^^ligc'^^c of ^he States, in fupplying him with 

provifions* The States, on the other handj 

threw the blame entirely upon the count. 

They had been for fome time paft extremely 

diilatisfied with his conduft, on account of the 

cruelties which he hi,A allowed his troops to 

ezercifib agaihft the catholics i and th^ey beUcr- 

E 4 "^ ed 
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cd that they ftiould never be able to perfuadc 
the people of Amfterdam to unite with the 
other cities in the province, while their army 
was under the command of a perfon who had 
rendered himfelf fo exceedingly obnoxious **. 

Outraget LouD complaints of the outrages of the fol- 

cammitted \, i i • i - /- 

hy their oicrs wcrc heard in every quarter, and many of 
'^^*' the people began to lament the revolution to 
which they had given their confent. The 
States dreaded the confequences of fo much 
ill humour*. But they were not poffcfled of 
power fufficient to remedy the abufcs com- 
plained of i and la Marc, who was naturally 
violent and ferocious, paid no regard to their 
commands* In this diftrefs they had no re- 
fourcc, but in the prudence and authority of 
the prince of Orange j who, they hoped, would, 
notwithftanding his late misfortunes, be able 
to reprefs the infolence of the foldiers and their 
general. They fent him notice of the critical 
fituation to which they were reduced j and tl^ey 
intreated him to come, as foon as poflible, to 
take the government of the province, and the 
command of the forces, into his own hand. 

Arrival of WiLLiAM, could not, either with fafety or 

• the prince of- , ^ r ^ • ^ i 

oranpeta ftonour, havc left his army fooner than he did, 

* Mcurfii Auriacus, p. 95. 
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From Orfoy, where it was dilbandcd, he went, ? ^^^ ^ 
attended only by his own domeftics, and a ^--v — 1 
company of horfe, to Campcn in OvcryiTel, and '^^** 
from thence he paffcd pver the Zuider Sea to 
Enchuyfen ; where he was joyfully ^ received, 
and all his direftions for the greater fecurity of . 
the place, were carried immediately intb exe- 
cution. After ftaying there for fome days, and 
vifiting the other towns in the province, he fet 
out for Haerlem j having appointed a conven- 
tion of the States to be held in that city, to 
confider of the prefent fituation of their af* 
fairs. / 

His arrival excited in perfons of all ranks Hi« mtpia. 
the moft unfeigned joy; but this joy, he per- 
ceived, was greatly allayed by their apprehen- 
fions of being unable to refift an enemy, before 
whom he himfelf, at the head of a powerful 
army, had been obliged to retire. The firf^ 
objeft of his attention was to raife their droop- 
ing fpirits, by making them fenfible of the ad- 
vantages which they poffefled in the nature and 
fituation of their country j; which^^ while they 
retained their fuperiority at feaj, and afted ^n 
concert, would render abortive all the attempts 
of the Spaniards to reduce them. The magna- 
nimity which he difplayed difFufed itfelf into 
every breaft j and the deputies unanimbufly de- 
clared, that they would be entirely governed 
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* xf? ^ ^y ^^ counfels in all their conduft, and woul4 
'*^— v^ — ' lay 4own their Kvcs fooner than abandon that in^ 
N^^^** Valuable Kberty, without which they thought 
life itfelf wa$ not defiratQe* 

Hismodera. ^ Jn th« prefent temper of their miftds, Wil-» 

t'on, and ft- , . > ^ ' 

lutary rcgn. Kam flight havc rilled the people of the ma^ri-^ 
time provinces with an abfolute Iway ; but hf 
hnt"^ there Was a much fafer, as we|l as a rhore 
effefhial, piethod of exercifing power, and 
^ifdy refolded to" confult the States in every 
matter of importance, and to take upon him- 
felf only the execution of their commands. Fop 
this purpofc h« frequently convened them i and 
in order to give greater weight to their deci-? 
ilbn^, he perfuaded them to admit into their 
number thj^ deputies of twelve other cities, be- 
fides thofe of whqm their affen^bly had been 
hitherto cprnpofed : a me^fure which was no . 
lefs gracious- and popular, than it was wife an4 
prudent, It flattered the vanity of thofe town^ 
on which the new privilege was befl:owed j en- 
gaged them to contribute with greater alacrity 
their Ihare of the public expences i and drew 
the fcveraj diftrifts of the province into a ftate 
dfmorc intim^itc iinion with on? another, 

' yfitjn th^ States, tHus incrcafed ii) number^ 
t6^ prince applied himfelf to reftify the diforr? 
^I'ers which ^ad prevailed, ^nd to put th? pro*. 
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^ince itttt) a pofture of defence againft the Spa- ® ^„ '^ 
niardar. It had been defertcd during the late 
eommotions by many of the principal inhabi- 
tantSj by fevcral members of the courts of juf- 
tice, and by the officers of the revenue, and 
crf^crs whp held public employments; which 
tfeey hid beeo induced to abandoq, either by 
their attachment to popery, or the diffidence 
i^ the duration and liability of the prefent go- 
Tcrnmefit* The numerous vacancies which - 
were thus occafioned^ were fupplied with pro* 
teilants ; and no catholic was admitted into any 
office, or allowed to take any concern in the ad- 
minlftratioin of public affairs, 

THS^exercifc of the Ronailh religi'^ n was pro- EfltwiA- 
hibi ted in the churches ; and the onlyworfhip reformed r«* 
permitted to be cxercifed publicly, was the pro- 
teftant, as taught by Calvin, and pradifed in 
Geneva, and the Palatinate. Thus far the 
prince erf" Orange complied with the inclination 
of the people, by a great majority of whom 
the principles of the reformers had been em- 
braced. But all perfecution on account of reli- 
gion, he difdouraged to the utmoft of his power* 
His reafonings for toleration were more fuC'- 
cefsful now in favour of the papifts, than they 
had been formerly with the dutchefs of Parma, 
in behalf of the reformers. The States, by his 
perfuafion, refolved that no perfon whatever 
E 4 fliould 
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* ^j^ ^ fhould be moleftcd on account of his religioi)^ 
i- — s^-^ provided that he lived quietly, kept no cpirc- 
'^^*' fpondcnce with the Spaniards, and gave no dif- 
turbance to the eftablilhed mode of worftup *• 

William found greater difficulty in reftrain- 
ing the licentioufnefs of the army, than in fet-* 
tling either the courts of juftice or the church. 
When we refleft on thofe horrid fcenes which 
Were exhibited in the Netherlands by the dxike 
of Alva and his aiTociates, it will not appear 
'. furprifing, that the proteftants fhould h^vc con- 
ceived the moft violent animofity againft.^eir 
bloody perfecutors. They had fcen their 
deareft relations and friends, befides many per- 
fons whom they revered on account of the inno- 
cence and fanftity of their lives, treated like the 
moft flagitious malefadlors : and many of them- 
felves had, in order to avoid the fame fate, been 
obliged to abandon their habitations, . and to 
wander from place to place, forlorn and indi- 
gent. In the bitternefs of their, diflrefs, they 
had forgotten the fpirit of that religion for 
which they fufFered ; and on many ocqafions, . 
vrecked their vengeance againft their enemies 
with a brutal fury. To the Spaniards who 
were tajcen prifoners at fea, the proteft^nts on 
board the fleet gave .no quarter j while the 

' Grocios,. p, 41. 
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^clefiaftics, 'and many others whofc only crime b o o ic 

was their adherence to the religion of their an- k^^^^ 

ceftorsi were treated by the proteftant foldiers '^^** 
with equal inhumanity. 

The count of la Marc, commander in chief .Lum«y4i« 
of the forces, was fo far from oppofing thefe ****"• 
enormities, that he encouraged his foldiers in 
committing them. This nobleman's principal 
virtue was intrepidity, and under the cloak of 
eeal for liberty, and the reformed religion, he 
feems to have intended nothing fo niuch as the 
gratification of his avarice or revenge. The 
prince of Orange who, from his natural huma- 
nity, and a prudent regard to future confe- 
quences, was utterly averfe to every Ipecies of 
violence, attempted to make him fenfiblc of 
the folly and iniquity of his conduct. But 
finding that he was not likely to fucceed, and 
that tljic foldiers ftill indulged themfelves with- 
out coptroul in their wonted excefles, he re- 
ferred the matter to the cognizance of the 
States, and defired them to confider coolly 
what was proper to be done. The States, who 
were highly incenfed againft the count, for his 
i^ontempt of their authority, deprived him of 
h)$ 'command, and ordered him to be appre- 
hended. William, unwilling to forget .the fer- 
viccs which the count had performed in the be- 
ginning of the revolt, foon after interpofcd in 

his 
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• ^^^ ^ his hehalfv and prevailed upoii the States t0 
^^ ^ --j- releafe him* But la Marc could not digeft the 
'^^ affront which had been eSered him* He com- 
plained loudly of the States for their ingrati-* 
tude i boafted of his authority in the fleet and 
army^ and attempted to excise a ^irit of 
fedition among the people. The States were 
meditating to feize him a leccmd time, in oirder 
to bring him to his trial. But the prince of 
Orange, prompted by tendernefs for his rela- 
tions, and a fcnfe of his former fervices, dif- 
fuaded them from executing their defign, and 
advifed them to fuflier him to leave the pro-^ 
vincc. The States Hflrened, though with fome 
reluftance, to this' advice, and the count hav- 
ing left the Netherlands, died foon afterwards 
in the city of Liege. 

The command of the forces was conferred 
an the count of Battenburg, by whom they 
were brought under proper difcipline ; and all 
fuch of the catholics as chofe to remain in the 
country, delivered from thofc alarms and ap- 
prehenfions with which they had been hitherto 
difquieted. Onecaufe of the great irregulari- 
ties which had been committed by the troops, 
was the want of proper funds for their fub- 
fiftence. The States now fupplied this defeat, 
^ well as the prcfent circumftances of the pro- 
vince WQuId-aliew. Tq the payment of the 
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army, and other public piirpoifei», they appro- 
priated the deme&es which the king had en- 
joyed a$ count of Holland, the revenues of thf '^^** 
UXoniiSh priefts and nionafterie^> and the eftatej 
of all fach catholics as had gone ovej to th« 
caemy; befides a certain pro|)ortion pf the cap.*, 
liures made at fea ^^ 

Wmti the prince of Orange and the States Progtea oi 
were thus employed in providing for the fecuri-* ^iJ^''* 
fy oi Holland, Frederic de Toledo had mad^ 
rapid progrefe in reducing the towns which had 
revolted in the other provinccfsj/nor did he 
find much difficulty in fubduing them ; for fa 
great was the terror which they had conceived 
from his late fuccefs, that pf all the to^ns which 
had declared for the prince of Orange in Gro- 
ningen, Overyffel, Utrecht, andFriefland> there 
was none that did not fend ambalT^ors to To*. 
Jedo, to deprecate his vengeance, and to make 
profcffion of unreferyed fubmiflion to his will^ 
He placed garrrfons in the nroft cpnfiderabk 
fowns^ and infli6ted no other punilhment upoi> 
jhe people but pecuniary fines, Had he mainr 
fained the fame moderation in his conduit af- 
terwards, he would not perhaps have encoun^r 
|;ered much greater difficulty in the recovery 
pf foipe of th^ %owns of Holland and Zealand^ 

k OrpfM|i, p. ^0. M«orfii Aajri^ciis, p* ^Jb 
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than he had met with in recovering thofe of the 
interior provinces ; but from natural temper, 
'^^^ he rejoiced infinitely more in rigour and feve- 
rity> than jn* lenity and moderation i of the 
truth of which he gave a fignal proof in his 
barbarous treatment of the inhabitants of 
Naerden. 

Maffacre of This towii ^^as then neither large nor ftrong- 
i*wdM.* ^ ly fortified, yet the citizens, prompted by fomc 
foreign proteftants who refided in it, were bold 
enough to refufe admittance to a company of 
horfe, fent by Toledo before his main arniy, 
to require their fubmiflion ; but^ having Quick- 
ly repented of their raftinefs, they difpatched a 
deputation of the moft refpeftable inhabitants, 
among whom was Lambertus Hortenfius, a 
man eminent for his learning, to Amersfort, 
where Toledo had arrived in his way to Naer- 
den. He declined hearing the ambaflador^ 
himfelf, and defired them to apply to Julio 
Romero, who had power, he faid, to grant 
them fuch terms of reconcilement as be fhould 
judge to be reafonable. By Romero it was 
agreed, that the lives and fortunes of the citi- 
zens Ihould be fpared on the following condi- 
tions ; That the town fhould be immediately 
delivered into the hands of Toledo ; that all thb 
inhabitants fliould renew their oath of allegiance 
to the king i and that one hundred Spanifti fol- 
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dicrs fho^ld be permitted to feize as much 
booty as they could carry at one time out of 
the city. In ratification of this agreement, '^^*' 
Romero, having given his right hand three fe- 
. veral times to Hortenfius, entered the town, 
attended by fo fmall a number of Spaniards as 
baniihed from the minds of the citizens all ap- 
prehenfions of fraud or violence i and when he 
fummoned them to meet in one of the churches 
to take the oath of allegiance, they ran thither 
unarmed, and prefented themfelves a defence- 
lefs prey to their bloody murderers. Whether 
Romero afted in concert with Toledo does not 
appear from the cotemporary hiftorians. This 
only is certain, that while the former was em- 
ployed in adminiftering the oath j the latter, 
who had brought forward his troops to the gates 
of the town, led them diredtly to the church in 
which the citizens were aflcmbled, and order- 
ing the doors which till then had been kept 
ihut to be thrown open, he rulhed into it at the 
head of his troops, and immediately killed with 
his own hand 'the principal magiftrate. The 
Spaniards were not backward to imitate the 
example of their general. They fell, with fa- 
vage fury on the aftoniflied, defencelefs citi- 
zens, and after butchering all that were in the 
church, ipread themfelves over the city, and 
put every perfon whom they met to the fword: , 
They made no diftinition between the inno- 
cent 
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*^H ^ ^^^^ ^^ ^^ g^iity; the catholics, as well a$ 



^--v*— ' proteftants i thofe who had prefenred their dUt^ 

**'•• giancfc^ as well as thofe who had thrown it off, 

were ail invdlved in one promifcupns xuin« 

The fi>ldiers then entering into the houfec, 

where they found the wiv^s and daxighters of 

-che flain overwhelmed with anguifh^ infbead of 

being foftened by the fight of fo much urime*^ 

lited difbefs in that tender fex, theif ravage 

ihcarts only prompted them to indvrige their 

4yarice> their cruelty, and their luft. Even 

virgins under age they violftted> And others 

they tortured in the moft inhuman mannerj 

tcither from a wanton pleafure which they took 

in cruel deeds, or jo extort {foxB ^ utf happy 

Jfufferers a jiifcovery of the treafure which h^d 

belonged to their . murdered hufbaindB or pa- 

>rents« They strangled fome> ei'Qbrued their 

^ands in the blood of others, turned all the 

4^cft cf the ^ity into the open ^eldsj and then 

ihrowing fire into the haufes^ reduced .the tofwa 

Jto idhes. 

* The accounts tranfmitted io us 'by the pro- 

teftant writers of the horrid cruelty vArich the 
■Spaniards -exercnfcd on this occafion> would be 
inc»dibde, if they were not confirmed by the 
cathQlic hifix)rians« There was an hofpital . in 
ihc'towi^ for old men, ^od.^t ilm time .there 
•%esc fevetal in it aboire eighty years of aga ^ 
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tven thcfc were butchered ^ ikm- did perlbns 
confined to the bed of ficknefs and diftrefs 
rfcape their fury. The life of Lambertus Hor- '^^*' 
uenfius was faved by the intcrpofition of the 
count de Boffut j but the Spaniards made him 
ferffer what was worfe than death ; by murder- 
ing the fon, and tearing his heart out of h\% 
body before the father's eyes. There is an- 
other inftance of their crtelty recorded, which 
is, ifpoffible, ftill more inhuman. After hav- 
ing tortured in the moft ihocking manner one 
©f the citisBcns, to make him difcover where 
lie had concealed his wealth, they dilhonoured 
his wife in his prefence, and upon his reproach- 
ing them with their barbarity, they put him 
to death ; liien, having tied the woman's hands 
behiiKi her> they bound her by the feet to a 
beam cf the hoiife, with her head downward^ . 
and left her to die in that pofture, with her 
litflc fon, whom they likewife bound and placed 
IkJfide her, to aggravate the mifery of that 
dreadflil death to which their cruelty had doom- 
ed her \ 

'Frowt this horrid maflacre, Toledo led his 
army to Amfterdam, where he remained for 
'fome time in expedtation that, from the dread 
of his vengeance, the other towns of the pro** 

^ MeurfiLAuriacftSyvp. 98. Thoani, lib. Uy. B^Bmoglio, 

vflncc 
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■ ^n ^ vincc would be induced to make a tender of 
w-A~w their fubmiffion; but the cruelty aftd frca* 
'^^^ chgry which he had exercifed at Naerden^ 
were not more contrary to the laws of religion 
and humanity, than ;nconfiftent with the 
maxims of found policy, and were calculated 
not fo much to excite terror as revenge and in- 
dignation. From the fate of Naerden, the 
people wer'e convinced, that there was at le^ 
as much to be dreaded from fubmiffion as from 
refiftance, and they thought it no lefs abfurd 
than dangerous, to enter into terms bf agree- 
ment with men who had ihewn themfelves fo 
cruelly perfidious. 

Sipgcof Of this they foon gave a confpicuous proof 

*""*"• in their vigorous and obftinate defence of 
Haerlem. To gain over the inhabitants of that 
city, Toledo had employed the mediation of 
the catholics of Amfterdam, and fome of the 
magiftrates of Haerlem had fent privately three 
pf their number to Frederic to treat with him 
of a furrender. This was no fooncr known 
than Riperda, a Friefland gentleman, to whom 
the prince of Orange had committed the go- 
vernment of the town, called together the 
principal inhabitants, and informed them of 
Riperda't what had pafled, " By a folemn oath," faid 
fpccch. 2^^^ ff ^^^ magiftrates were lately bound not to 
liften, without your permiffion, to -any pro- 

pofals. 
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pofalsi Off td engage in anj defign or enter- 
prife, by Which the general intcrfcft of* the city 
fnight be affeAed j yfcti hot Only Without yotir 
penniffion, but even without your knowledge^ 
they have fent an eitibafiy tb txfcit with Toledo 
about delivering the city to the Spaniards* Wc 
^re unable, they pretend, to withftahd fo grdat 
a force as Will be brought ^inft us^ and muft 
be involved in all the miferies of a cruel fiegcj 
unlefs wc avert them by a timely application! 
for peace and pardon. But have the Spaniards 
treated whh gfeater lenity thofc Who have truft-^ 
ed to thdr faith, than thdfe who hate oppofed 
them ? Have the people of Mechlin and Zut- 
phen been dealt with mote mef ciflilly than thofe 
of M6As? Doe& ilot the melancholy fate of^ 
Naefderi ftiflitiently inftfuft you how little re- 
gard is due to the promifeS of thofe men, wlio 
have now fliewn themfelves no lefs devoid of 
fjlith thdil We h^Ve ever found theih of humani- 
ty ? Ai-c not the ftfeet^ of thaf ufthap|)y city 
ftill reeking With the blood of thofe who con- 
fided in the faith arid metcy of the Spahiards t 
By {landing On 6ur defence we may elude theii* 
fury 5 but if we* receive them into the city, wef 
rulh headlong Upon deftrtiftiori. I'hcy Will 
either butcher us like ftieep, after thdy havtf 
ftripped lis of our arms, or reduce uis to a ftate' 
of igrfortiinious (lavery ^nd bondage. t)o not 
flatter yourfelvei with the KopeS that they are 
VOI..H- t wlffiftj^' 
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^xiZ^ willing tQ be reconciled to you. They intend 
only to take advantage of your fuxiplicity, and 
to. get you into their power, without expofing 
thezTifelves. to danger. Have you not already 
fworn to aft the part to which I now exhort you, 

.to defend your walls againft the Spaniards, and 

. to preferve your allegiance to the prince of 

. Orange, whom you have acknowledged as the 
only lawful governor of the province ? And in 

. order to fave ourielves from the hardlhips of a 

fiege, fliall we imitate that vile example of 

, treachery, which in our enemies appears fo 

.odious? Let us derive . courage, my friends, 
from the juftnefs of our caufe i and rather than 
fubmitto fuch ah enemy, let us refolve to die, 

" fighting glorioufly in defence of our religion, 

'our liberty, and laws.'* 

This Ipeech was received with fliouts of high 
applaufe by all the audience. They cried out 
with one voice i '* No peace with the Spani- 
. ards ; we will Ihed the laft drop of our blood, 
rather than open our gates to fo perfidious an 
enemy.'* Riperda then fent information to the 
prince. of Orange, who was at this time in 
Delft, of the relblution Which they had formed. 
And in return, William encouraged the citi- 
zens to perfevere, by afluring them that the 
other cities in the province would exert them- 
lelves with vigour in their behalf. Immediate- 
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Ijr after which he reinforced the garrifon with * ^^ '^ 
four companies of Germans ; and £ent St. Al- ui - y' -ij 
degond with a commiffion to put the admini- '^^** 
ftration of the town in the hands of fuch as 
vrere fincerely attached to the reformed reli- 
^ gion. Of the three ambafladors who had 
treated with the Spaniards, one remained with 
Toledo, and the other two were, upon their 
return to Haerlem, put under arrcft, and fent 
• to 'Delft, where, after being tried, they were 
- condemned as traitors* One of them died in 
^ prifon, and the other was executed publicly: 
an inftance of feverity, with which the prince 
of Orange was not difpleafed, -as it tended to 
deter die catholics in the other cities, from hold- 
ing correfpondence with the enemy. 

The news of thefe unexpected events excit- \ 
cd, in the fiery tempers of Toledo,, and his fa- 
ther, the higheft degree of wrath and indigna- 
tion. They immediately gave orders for the 
march of the troops to Haerlem, and exerted 
thcmfelves ftrenuoufly in making prepara- 
tions for carrying on the fiege with dilpaitch and 
vigour. 

Ha£11l£M was, at the time of this memo- Defctiption 
rable fiege, the moft confiderable town in Hol- 
land,' next to Amfterdam. It was fiirrounded 
-^ with a deep ditch and a ftrong walli-but was of 
Fa • fo 
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^ XI? ^ ^^ ^^^^ extent, that it required a nuiAcrotis 
*— r-v^ — ' garrifon to defend it* It ftands beautifully in 
'^^** the ntidft of an cxtcnfivc plain, having a wood 
on one fide, and a branch of the river Sparen 
on the other j and the other branch of that 
river pafles through the town, and then falls 
into the lake, or as it is fometimes called^ the 
fca of Haerlem, Amflerdam and Leyden are 
nearly at the diftance of between three and four 
leagues from it 5 the former lying towards the 
eaft, and the latter towards the fouth. From 
Amfterdam and Utrecht, Toledo propofed to 
furuilh his army with provifions; and the 
people of Haorlem expcfted to derive the fame 
advantage from the neighbourhood of Leyden ; 
where, in order to aflift them more efFcdtually^ 
the prince of Orange now fixed his refidence. 

The neareft way by which the Spanifh army 
could approach to Haerlem, was by the fort 
of Spajrendam, the rampart of which flood on 
the dike along which the troops muft pafs* In 
this fort Riperda had placed a garrifon of three 
hundred men, and had begun to employ the 
country people in breaking down the dike, in 
order to lay the country under water. But 
the froft having fct in with uncommon feverity, 
rendered all their labour fruidefs^ and gave the 
Spaniards eafy accefs to the fort. The garri- 
fon made a vigorous refiftancc for fome time ; 

but 
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but being attacked on every fide, and over- * ^^^ ^ 
powered by fuperior numbers, they were at ^ — ^r^ 
length compelled to retire to Haerlem. ■*^** 

Toledo followed foon after with his army, Toi.do be- 
which confifted of between twelve and thirteen ^m^ 
thoufand men ; fix thoufand of whom were na* 
tives of Spain, and the reft Walloons and Ger- 
mans. He had juft begun to aflign them their 
feveral ftations, when he received intelligence 
that a body of troops, amounting to near three 
thoufand men, with cannon and provifions, 
were upon their march from Leyden, with an 
intention to enter Haerlem, before the blockade 
was formed. He fet out immediately to inter- 
cept them, and had the good fortune, during a 
fall of fiiow, to come upon them unawares^ 
near the village of Berkenrode. His troops 
being greatly fuperior in number to the enemy, 
broke their ranks at the firft onfet, and having 
killed between fix and feven hundred, put the 
reft to flight. Their officers endeavoured to 
ndly them, but in vain. They fled precipi- 
tatelyj and left their cannon and provifions a 
prey to the viftorious army, 

Flushed with this fuccefs, Toledo returned Progrfrn i 
immediately to the fiege, Having ftationed * ***** 
the Walloons and Germans on the great road 
which leads to Leyden, he himfelf with the 
F 3 Spaniards 
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Spaniards toot poffcffion of an hofpital, which 
lay near the gate of the crofs. At this place 
he refolved to begin his operations, although 
the gate was covered by a ftrong ravelin, and 
the wall on that fide could be more eafily de» 
fended than in any other quiirter. Into this 
blunder he was betrayed, not fo much by 
ignorance or inadvertence, as by the contempt 
which he entertained for the befieged. After 
the fuccefs with which his arms had every 
where been attended, he did not expeft to 
meet with the fmalleft difficulty in his prefent 
enterprife i and flattered himfelf that Haerlem, 
like the other revolted cities, would, as fooni 
as he fhould begin his attack, open her gates 
to receive him. From the fame prefumption, 
Jie neglefted all the precautions which are 
ufually taken in ficges j and, without opening 
trenches to cover hi$ men from the enemy's 
fire, he planted his battery and began to can- 
nonade the gate and rayelin. He had no 
Tooner made a breach, than he refolved to 
ftorm. it, and for this purpofe ordered one hun^ 
dred and fifty men to crofs the ditch, by means 
of a portable bridge. This, detachment was 
ordered to return, in cafe the breach fhould 
be found imprafticable, But the reft of the 
foldiers, who were not lefs confident of fuccels 
than their general, and were impelled by their 
avidity for plunder, without w^ting for the 

word 
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word of command^ ran forward to the bridge, 
and pafled over it in great numbers. They 
foon perceived their error. The breach was '^^** 
not near (q confiderablc as they had imagined, 
and their fcaling-ladders were too fhort. The 
narrownefs of the bridge, which permitted on- 
ly three men to march a-breaft, threw them in- 
to confulion. They ftood on the brink of the 
ditch, crowded together, and expofcd to the 
mufquetry as well as cannon of the befieged. 
Still, however, the foolifh ardor with which 
they were inlpired, made them unwilling to re- 
tire, till Romero, an officer whom they highly 
refpeftcd, advanced towards them, and re- 
proached them with the madnefs of their at- 
tempt. " Do you not perceive, he cried, 
that the fmallnefs of the breach renders your 
aflault imprafticable ? Is this the difcipline 
which you have learnt in the fchool of the duke 
of Alva ? Thu^, without orders, to expofe 
yourfelves a defencclels prey to thefe rebels, 
who infult and butcher you, while they them- 
felves are out of the reach of danger ? You 
will foon find an opportunity to take vengeance 
on them. At prefent it is not in your power." 
At length he perfuaded them to retire, but 
not till he himfelf was wounded, and near two 
hundred private men, and a great number of 
officers, had fallen. 

F 4 This 
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*xii?'^ This difaftcr fcrvcd to up4PWvc TplcdQ 
i--;A-' "^th rpgard tp the facility of his cnterprife } 
?^^^ and he rcfolyed ijot fo cjpofc his troops to any 
further danger, till he Ibould be fully provided 
with every thing jiepe0kry for conducing the 
ficgc* "^i^ kfs expcnce pf blood, an4 ^ better 
piofp^a of fuccef?, For this end, hp gave th? 
propej- inftf u^qn? to his agents i|i Utrecht and 
Amfterdam | but all the roads \^hich led to his 
camp, were fo much infefted by tlie HoUan^ 
ders, that a whole month clapfed before he was 
in a condition to renew his operations againft 
the town.^ 



toth^town' ^^^ prince of Orange >yas iTiore fuccefsflil 
Pfcrtbeke. in his attempts tp fecure it- He could not in^ 
deed coUedt a fufficient number of troops, either 
to raife the; fiege, or to force his way through 
|he pnemy^s intrenchments. But the froft hav- 
ing cpptipiied for feveral weeks, not only men, 
but fven loaded carriages, could be ^gnveyed 
^ver the lake with greater facility than by land, 
\fht reader iiepd pot be told with what agility 
the Hollanders tranfport themfelv^s .from one 
place to anpther^ over the ice, with fcates. 
^hey esfcrtcd all their dexterity oa tl^is occa- 
fion, and introduced into the city fifteen com-> 
panies of foldiers, together with a great niim-. 
berpf fledges^ loaded with provifions and am^ 
munitjon^ 
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In the mean time Toledo had prepared every 
thing requifite for refuming the operations of 
the fiegc; and he now haftened to repair the '^^'^ 
faults which he had committed in the begin- 
ning; proceeding with greater caution than be- 
fore, but with the fame aftiVity and vigor. 
Having by trenches fecured his troops againft 
the fire of the bcfiegcrs, he began to batter the 
town with his artillery; and at the fame time 
employed his miners, of whom the duke of 
Alva hs^d fcnt him' thrpe thoufand from the 
bifliopric of Liege, in working mines, and fap- 
ping the foundation of the walls. Ncfither la- 
bour nor danger was avoided. But the bold- 
neis and vigilance of the citizens and garrilbn' 
were in proportion to the means employed to . 
fubdue them. By cquritermines, they either 
prevented, or rendered inefFedlual^ the mines 
of the befiegers ; and no fooner was a breach 
made in the fortifications, than ditches were 
dug, er fome fudden buiwairk raifed behind it, 
by which all accefs was rendered as difficult as 
ever. Not fatisfied with adting pn the defcn- ^^ 
five, they often fallied out upon the befiegers, 
deftroyed their works, and fell upon thenri Iword 
in hand, when they were the le^ft prepared to 
fepel their attacks. 

While the Spaniards were thus kept in per- 
Detual occupation and anxiety, the prince of 

Orange 
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Qrangc- laboured afliduoufly to increafe their 
difficulties, by fending out flying parties to in- 
'57»' ^ tercept their convoys of provifions. Some of 
thefe attempts proved fuccefsful; and as they 
made it neceflary for Toledo to fend large de- 
tachments from his army to guard his convoys, 
they facilitated the introduction of fupplies in- 
to Haerlem, and retarded the progrefs of the 
ficgc. 

vfeiert Almost all the fupplies of the Spanifh army 

€iI^dbVbl)Th came from Amfterdam, and there was but one 
'**'***• road by which they could be conveyed. In or- 
der to take pofleffion of an important pafs on 
that road, the prince had fent a detachment of 
troops under Antony le Peintre, who had a 
principal concern in the furprife of Mons. The 
catholics of Amfterdam having received infor- 
mation of this defign, difpatched a number of 
fprces, fufficient not only to fecure the pafs, but 
to engage with the enemy. The two parties 
came to blows; the proteftants were routed, 
and many of them flain ; among whom was le 
Peintre their commander. In derifion of the 
befieged, the Spaniards having cut off the 
heads of le Peintre, and of another officer kill- 
ed in that rencounter, whofe name was Con- 
ing or King, they threw them over the walls 
into the city, vfith an infcriptioi^.tied tp the 
tk?ad<3if Coning, which bore, :befi4cs his name, 
.. ' . upon 
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upon which they jeftcd aukwardly, that he was "^ ^ii '^i 
come with two thoufand auxiliaries to raife the i*^ ' -^, 
fiegc. Of this infult the Haerlemefe fhewed *^^*^^ 
their refentment, by an aftion equally barba^; 
rous. They beheaded twelve of their Spanifhi 
prifonersi and then put all their heads into a 
calk, which they rolled down into the trenches^ 
after writing upon it, <* The tax of the tenth 
penny to the duke of Alva, with the intereft» 
due to him on account of the delay of pay<^ 
ment." In revenge for this barbarity, the Spar 
niards hung up by the feet and neck, a numbex; 
of priibners, in fight of the befieged; who, in 
return, put to death fome more of ibeir pri-* 
foners, in the fame ignominious manner, i^^ 
die view of the Spaniards. Such inftances o^ 
barbarous and ufelefs cruelty were often prac^ 
tifed in the beginning of the prefcnt war; nor 
were they difcontinued, till the duke of Alva 
and his fon, who by their example contributed 
much to the fpreading of this favage fpirit, had 
left the Netherlands. 

The operations of the fiege were in the mean Toledo mc^ 
time carried on by Toledo with as much ccle-v town, 
rity, as the difficulty under which he laboure4 
in furniihing himlclf with provifions, and th^ 
numberlefs difeafcs which the fevcrity of the 
feaibn oQc^fioned among his droops, wquld .• 

9U0W, By undermining the ravcljji wi^ch de- 
fended 
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■ ^^ ^ fended the gate of the crofs, he obliged the 
^ " ^' ■^ garrifon to abandon its and after a cannonad- 
'^^** ing, ^hich had lafted for many days, by which - 
he laid a great part of the wall in ruins, he at 
laft refolved to ftorm the breach with all his 
forces. For this purpofe he drew them to-, 
gether from their feveral ftations in the night ; 
^d that he might find the befieged unprepar* 
edj he began aiTault before day-break. No 
precaution was negledted to infiire fucceis. 
The orders were explained to all the foldiers, 
particularly and dillin£Uy. Each man had his 
ftation and part alligned him. Some were ap- 
pointed to ftand at a proper diftance from the 
walls, to annoy the enemy in cafe they fhould 
appear; and thofe who were deftined for the 
aflault were enjoined to obferve the mbft pro-, 
found filence, till they fhould make thcmfelvcs 
matters of the breach. So well was this laft 
injunftion obferved, that feveral of the Spani- 
ards had mounted the breach, and even fcaled 
the walls, before the befieged were apprifed of 
their approach. But when they had advanced 
thus far, they were perceived by the guafds, 
who immediately founded the alarm, and 
tumbled them all headlong, before they had 
time toputthemfelves into a pofture of defence. 

ttiefoiftd. TiiiS'S^ult was made near the ravelin of 

which the Spaniards had got pofieflion fome 

3 days 
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days before ; and in order to fccond the aflail- 
;ints, many Spanifh officers and foldiers were 
ftandiijg upon the ravelin, and a great number '^^•* 
round it. The townfmen having refolved to 
render this fortification ufelefs to the enemy, 
had wrought a mine under - it, and lodged 
there a quantity of gunpowder, and other com- 
buftible materials. They faw with joy, and 
fcized inftantly, the opportunity presented to 
them, of executing their purpofe with fignal 
damage to the enemy. A part of the ravelin, 
with the ground adjoining to it, was blown up; 
and many of the Spaniards perifhed. The fteft 
of the army ftood aghaft at this unforefeen 
difafter. The citizens left them no Icifure to 
recover from their aftonifhment, but ruihed 
out impetuoufly, attacked theiil with irrefift- 
ible fury, and compelled them to retire with 
the lofs of a great number of officers, and up- 
wards of three hundred private men. 

s 

The failure of this attempt, in which Toledo He medi-. 
had exerted his utmoft force and Ikill, gave JSfinfrf 
him great anxiety with regard to the iffiic of ^*^'«^ 
the fi6ge ; and fome of the principal officers 
advifed him to raife it without delay. ^^ All 
the miferies of a fiege," they faid, " were felt 
more by the royal army, than by the rebels 
who were befieged. Through the difficult 
communication between the camp and Amftcr- 

dam^ 
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9 0iCcr dsLTtXy the troops laboured under a perpetual 

\mn,^" I fcardty of provifions ; and fufFered more from 

^57»' 'the feverity of the feafon, than from the fword 

"'of the enemy. They would either' never be 

able to take the place, or it would coft them 

infinitely more than it was worth. In the end, 

" the Conquerors would find themfelves in as de- 

^ plorable a condition as the conquered ; and no 

"army would remain, fufficient to fubdue the 

other cities which had rebelled," 

This opinion was warmly oppofed by other 

' officers, who reprefented. That their fuccefs 

' in the furdier profecution of the war, would 

^ 'depend on the iflue of the prefent fiege. *^ If 

we faife it," faid they, " we fhall confirm all 

the other cities in their obftinacy j if we perfe- 

vere, we (hall render eafier every future enter- 

prife. 'Thefeafon cannot remain long in its 

prefent feverity. One night may diflblve the 

ice, of which our enemies have fo often availed 

themfelves. Our lofs of men will be fpfeedily 

repaired by the levies which are making in the 

"^Netherlands, and by the troops which we ex- 

■ ' |)ea froni Spain. We Ihall foon be able to cut 

^*/ off the town from all communication with the 

other revolted cities ; and when we have done 

I this, can We doubt that the befieged will open 

'their gates and throw* themfelves upon our 



mercy 



Between 



Digitized by 



Google 



PHILIP 11. KING OF SPAIN. ' 79 

Between thefe oppofite opinions Toledo book 
would not take uponhimfelf to decide, but re- v ^' » 
ferred the matter to the duke, whofe anfwcr, j^i^^H^ 
carrying in it the appearance of authority more toMifoa. 
than of couiifel, fhewed that he was not a 
little diffatisfied with his fon for deliberating 
on the fubjed. ^i You muft profecute the 
ficge," faid Alva, in the letter which he wrote 
tO'. him, ** till you bring it to the defired 
iffuei unlefs you would prove yourfelf un- 
worthy of the name you bear, of the blood 
from which you are fprung, and of the com- 
mand with which I have intruftcd you. The 
more difficult this enterprife, the greater glory 
may you derive from it. In a fiege of fuch 
importance as the prefent, you ought not to 
confider the number of days which it detains 
you, but the confequences with which your 
fuccefs or failure will be attended. You muft 
now endeavour to efFeftuate by famine, what you 
have been unable to accomplifh by the (word. 
You muft blockade the town, inftead of ftorm- 
ing it ; and you will be enabled to render the 
blockade complete, by the reinforcement 
which will foon be fent you. But if ftill you 
ihall entertain thoughts of abandoning your 
enterprife, I will either; conie myfelf to the 
camp, fick as I am 5 or if my increafing illnefs 
fliall prevent me, I will fend for the duchefs 

of 
8 
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*^oK of Alva to command the army, rather tharf 
i-^>-i-j fufFer it to withdraw/* 

Frederic was ftiing with this reproach, arid 
refolved to profecute the fiege, regardlcfs of^ 
all the difficulties and dangers which had in- 
duced him to deliberate. He proceeded floW- 
ly, however, on account of his want of a fuf- 
ficient number of troops to form the blockade ^ 
when, about the middle of February, the frdft 
went off, and changed entirely the operations 
of the contending parties* 

Battle on The pHncc of Orattgc had not hegle6ted to- 
! provide for this event. A great number oF 
veflels had been prepared, and as foon as the 
ice was melted, and the wind favourable, the/ 
left Leyden with a large fupply of provifion^i' 
and failing along the lake, entered into the 
Sparen, and got fafe to Haerlem. In this way 
the befieged were frequently fuppliedj nor 
could the Spaniards for fome time procure a 
naval force fufficient to prevent it. At latt the 
count de Boflflit, aflifted by the* people of Aiti-^ 
fterdam, collected a great number of armed 
veflels with which he made his appearance or* 
the lake. And thus the fcene was almort en-^ 
tirely changed, and the operations of the liege 
converted, for fevcral weeks, into the various 

fenCounteF» 
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rencounters which paflcd between the fleets *, ^ ^J^^ ^ 
while the one party laboured to introduce fup* '^ — yr— ' 
pKes into the city, and the other was continu^- ' J^^' 
ly on the watch to intercept them. At firft the 
aftions were flight and unimportant, but at 
length the number of fliips on both fides being 
greatly augmented, they came to a general en- 
gagement; in which, after much bloodfhed, 
viftory declared againft the proteflrants. In 
this adion the count de Boflut acquired great 
honour, and reduced the enemy's fleet to lb 
low a pitch, that henceforth they could not ven- 
ture with fafety to come within his reach. He 
foon after made ' himlelf mafl:er of a fort in 
the mouth <^ the SpJiren, and Having ft:a-' 
tioned a part of the fleet there, he rendered' 
all accels to the town by water utterly imprac-* 
ticable. 

DuRiNfo thefe tranfaftions on the lake, the* The vigor 
townfmen and garrifon exerted the fame afti-^ dityoKbr* 
vity and vigour as before. They gave the be-' ^*^**'^' 
fiegcrs no refpite^ but harafled them continual-* 
ly, by fallying out in ftrong bodies, Ibme-' 
times in one quarter, and fometinies in ah-^ 
other. In one of tliefe fallies, they drove the' 
German forces from their intrenchnacnts, flew 
upwards of eight hundred of them, {pt op, 
fire their tents and baggage, and 5^rrying.<^ a 

Vol. H. G great 
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j^reat number of cannon and miUtsuy eofigns^ 
retiirned to the town ia triumph \ 



BOOK 
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But Toledq was foon af^rwards in ^ condin 
tion to prevent thefe eruptions, from wW^h tHe 
tefiicgcd derived Ip much glory. The rein-i 
forcement which his father had h^n pxfp^riag^ 
at length ^mved ; and his treiv:l^es v(tx^ therc-» 
by fecured againfk any attack; ih^t Qo^ld b^ 
made upon them;, either from wifhki^ or from 
vithout. 

Theifdir. . THEbefieged begaja to fiiflfer greatly ftom a 
^arcity of provifioas. ThcFc was no. expcdi* 
cnt for relief, howcyer delperate^ which they 
4id not employ. They attempted froqucntiy 
ill the night, toi |orc^ the enemy's lines, and 
to open a paffage for the convoys, which, agreer. 
ably to concert, the prince of Orange fent for- 
lyard, to b^ ready to enter the tORurn^ in ?afe the 
garrifon could diflodge the befiegers fvom their 
..-• entrenchments. But they found the enemy 
every where prepared to receive them> and 
were repulfed in all their attraapts. They had 
then recourfe to another no lefs de^f)€rate expe- 
dient. They broke down the dike of the Spa- 
. r^^ aiidiaid ajil the ground between the lake 

^ ^ Thaaaas, torn. iiL e* a|S/ 
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and the city under water. The Spaniards be- 
ing obliged, in confequence of this device, to 
quit the part of their entrenchments to wliich 
the water reached, fome flat*- bottomed boats * 
pjjffed into the town, with gun*powder and 
provifions. But the relief which the bcficgcd 
received in this-way was inconfiderable. Boffut 
being abfolute nriafter of the lake, the paffage 
by which the Hollanders had entered was foon 
blocked up, and all accefs to the town render- 
ed as difficult as ever. 1 

The people of Haerlem had now no prolpecl ^^^^ Bat. 
of deliverance, but from a body of troops <Jef«*ied. 
which the prince of Orange had for fome 
months been employed in aflembling, with a- 
view to Attempt the raifing of the fiege. He . 
hadTolicited aid from the queen of England, 
and from the French and German protedants.. 
But the former was averfe at this time to de- 
claring heffelf openly againft Philip -, and both 
the latter were too mucli occupied at home, to 
have either leifure or power to afford their 
brethren in Holland any effedtual affiftiance. * 
In the mean time, the famine in Haeilem had* 
rifen to the moft dreadful height. Every^ 
fpecies of ordinary food was already confumed;^ 
and the people fubfifted on the roots of the.' 
coarfeft herbs, and on the flefti of liorles,dogs, 
and other animus, againfl^ which men com- 
G 2 mpnly 
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* ^JJ ^ monly entertain the moft irreconcileable aver- 
^ " 's,' ^ fion. William having got information of the 
'^'^^ extremity to which they were reduced, refolv* 
ed to make an effort in their behalf, with the 
forces which he had already coUefted. They 
confifted partly of French, German, and Eng- 
iifti proteftants, but chiefly of raw troops, 
which had been levied haftily for the prefent 
purpofe in th« neighbouring cities ; amounting 
to four thoufaftd foot, and fix hundred horfe. 
He intended to have conduced this little army 
himfelf, but was prevailed on by the States to 
give the command of it to the count of Batten- 
burg. Notice was conveyed to the befieged of 
the time, when this armament would approach 
Haeriem, by letters tied to pigeons, which 
had been brought from Haeriem to Leyden, in 
order to be employed as meiTengers to the be- 
fieged, in cafe all other communication be- 
tween the cities fhould be obftrudted ". 

Battenburg fet out from Leyden with his 
troops, feveraj field-pieces, and a large con- 
voy of provifions, in the beginning of July. 
His infliruftions were, to diredt his attack 
againfl: the quarters of the Germans fliationed 
towards the plain of Haeriem. The befieged, 
it was expefted, would fally out upon them at 

• Thuanus, lib. Iv. c. y« 
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the fame time, and while they were thus dif- ^ ^^^ ^ 
traded by one enemy before, and another be- Vi^ — --^^J 
hind them, it was hoped* that the convoy of ^'^' 
piovifions would find an opportunity of enter- 
ing the town. But Toledo having received in^ 
telligence of their defign, drew up a part of his 
forces within their entrenchrnents, to reprefs 
the fally intended by the befieged, and led out 
the reft to meet' count Battenburg. His troops 
being greatly fuperior to the enemy both in dif- 
dpline and number, broke their ranks, and 
threw them into confufion at the firft onfet. 
The general, and upwatds of two thoufand 
men, were killed -, and almoft the whole con- 
voy of provifions fell into the hands of the 
viftors. 

This difafter entirely broke the fpirits of the The befiej. 
befieged, and made it neceflary for them to pro-p capkuute*! 
pofe a furrender without delay. They accord- 
ingly fent a deputation to Toledo, with an of- 
fer to deliver up the town, on condition that 
the' inhabitants fhould not be pillaged, and 
that the garrifon Ihould be allowed to march 
out of it, with the honours of war. Toledo His anfwer. 
refufed to liften to thefe, or any other condi- 
tions 5 and informed them that they muft leave 
it to him to determine, what treatment both 
the garrifon and citizens fhould receive; 

G 3 The 
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The befieged were too well acquainted with 
his implacable fpirit, not to Ihrink at the 
thoughts of expofing thcmfelves to his mercy, 
lution. They had not forgotten the difmal cataftrophe 
of Naerden. They confidered his anfwer as a 
declaration, that he had devoted them to de- 
ftruftion. The people ran in crowds from 
every quarter of the city, to the places of 
public refort, in order to learn the particulars 
of that fatal anfwer which the deputies had 
brought. The women, the aged, and all the 
more unwarlike part of ;he inhabitants, were 
overwhelmed with terror. As if their houfes 
had been already in flames, or as if they had 
beheld the bloody fword of the Spaniard wav- 
ing round them, there was nothing to be feen 
or heard, but tears,' . and Ihrieks, and groans. 
Their defpair was foon afterwards converted in- 
to a degree of madnefe, by a refolution formed 
by the governor and garrifon, to leave all fuch 
as were unable to bear arms behind them, and 
to force their way, fword in hand, through the 
enemy's lines. To prevent them from execut- 
ing their purpofe, the women haftened tumul- 
tuoufly (many of them with their children in 
their arms) to the gate where the garrifon had 
appointed to rendezvous before their .departure. 
It was a fcene truly piteous and miferabie ; the 
women either rolling in the duft, or cHngimg 
round the necks and knees of their hufbands, 
5 fathers. 
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fedicrs, fonsi or brothers 5 diflblved in tears, *^^* 
and ImjAoring that they might be carried along) ^ s/- ^ 
^A ihcm, and ftiffered either to efcapc 0$ **^** 
^i-ifli together. The men were melted at tw 
6gkt of (b much anguiAi in perfbns fo nMr 
and de» to diem> and yielded at laft to th«ir 
entreaoes. it was then agreed, that one hsdf 
tif ill tiie n»lhary in the town fliould march in 
die franco the other half in the rear, and the 
wombiy diiMren, and others unable to bear 
arms, in the middle between them. Drawn 
tip m this form, diey refolvfed to attempt a prf- 
Ugt with their (words diToi^h the enemy's en^ 
trendimeots. They knew it to be impoffible 
but that moSt jrfthem muft perifh, *^ But if 
we Qptn our gates to ^e Spaniards," faidRi* 
perda, ^^ muft we not likewife perifh ? And if 
W€ muft die (though ftill it is poffible wte may 
eicftpe)> is knot better to die Sghting bravely 
in the fields we wi^ h^v« exerted ourfelves io 
ftrenuoufly in defence of tmr rdligioPL atod liber-? 
tji than, after being ftript of our arms, and 
bemud like criminals, to i^eive m ignonlifii- 
oustleath Upon a ^afield, or in a dungecm« 
from the hahds of an uhgenei*ous and unrelent>- 
ing*nfci!ny?" 

They were upon the point of putting their ToWo of. 
dcifign in execution, when intelligence of it favo«rabi« 
^ms carried to Toledo. He confidered, diat 
G 4 if 
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? o o K if they were not diverted from it, he ihould^ 
■^ in confequence of , his vifbbiy, inflead of a 

»573« great and important city, acquire poiTeflion 
only of a defolated ruin. He reflefted too on 
the danger to which his troops might \bc ex- 
pofed, from the fury of fo many brave men 
animated by defpair and vengeance; and there- 
fore, without delay, be. fent a trumpet to the 
befieged, to give them hopes of favour and 
forgivenefs. There was a violent ftru^le in 
their minds for fome time between their fears> 
and the hopes with which he thus inlpired 
them. But from their knowledge of his cha- 
rafter, their ^iftruft and diffidence prevailed 5 
and they refufed to hearken to his propofal, 
till he engaged, that, on condition of their 
paying two hundred thoufand livres, the army 
ihould be reftrained from plundering the inha- 
bitants, and that all of them, except fifty- 
fcven, whom he named, fliould receive a full 
pardon of their offences. 

This exception of fo great a number of ci- 
tizens, who were the moft confiderable perfons 
in the town, and had diftinguifhed themfelves 
by their bravery in its defence, would have 
prevented the accommodation from taking 
place, had not the German part of the garrifon 
urged in the moft determined manner, that the 
(conditions offered j[hould Ijp accepted. The 
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Walloons, on the other hand, and the Dutch, o ^ 

XII. 

were extremely reludtant and averfc j becaufe, ^— v^ 
as they were more obnoxious than the Ger- ^^^^' 
mans, they believed that no mercy would be 
(hewn them. The garrifon being thus divided 
in their fentiments, and many of them having, 
with a view to make their efcape, fecretly with- 
drawn from their ftations on the walls, the in- 
habitants began to dread that the Spaniards, 
obferving them grown more remifs than for- 
merly, might take the town by ftormj and 
therefore, without further delay, they fent a 
deputation of their number, to make the fur- The fiiftcn- 
render on the terms propofed. 



4cr. 



A REGIMENT of Spaniards was irpmediately 
fent to take pofleffion of the place. All per- jui| tp 
fons, whether inhabitants or foreign foldiers, 
were ordered to lay down their arrift. The 
citizens were commanded to retire into certain 
churches, and the garrifon to certain raonafte- 
ries, where guards were placed over them, to 
prevent their efcape. On the fame day, Tole- 
do entered the town with the Spanifh troops. 
In order to inciuce the foreign foldiers, of whoni 
the garrifon chiefly confifted, to concur with 
the inhabitants in the furrender, Toledo had 
given them particular alTurances of fafety. And 
although they were ftriftly guarded, and not 
fulfered to depart, yet bread had been diflri- 
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buted to them as well as to the citizens ; and 
no violence was offered them till the third day, 
'5"5- when the duke of Alva, Who had recovered 
from his illnefs, came to Haerlem, on pre- 
tence of vifiting the fortifications, 'but in reali- 
ty to inftruft his fon with regard to his treat- 
ment of the prifoners. 

Theperfidu . • It was then, but too kte, that this brave, 
TAi'vaand though now defencclcfs garrifon, repented of 
^* °* having fo tamely delivered up dicir armsr ; and 
faw the folly of trufting in the mercy of an 
ungenerous enemy, whofe revenge and hatred 
were implacable. A ^ maflacre, which had 
been concerted in the interview between the 
father and fon, was begun, by putting to death 
three hundred Walloons. At the fame time, 
the brave Riperda, and other perfons of Mote 
wefe beheaded. But the (laughter ftopt not 
here. Several hundreds of French, Scotch, 
and Englifti foldiers, befides a confiderabk 
number of the citizens who had been feii:ed in 
attempting to rhake their efcape, were likfeMfe 
butchered; and when the executioners Wete 
tired wkh flaughtering, they^ tied thfc/imhappy 
vittims two by two, and plunged thferh into the 
river. Even the fick and wonn4ed were catried 
out into the court-yard of the hofpitd where 
rhey lay, and put to the fword. 
\ ■ ' 
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Historians differ as to the number of thofc book 
Vho were involved in this difmal cataftrophe j v,^ — 1,^ 
and it is remarkable that fome of the Spanifti *^^^* 
writers make it greater than the Dutch. By 
the loweft account, nine hundred brave men 
were executed like the vileft malefactors, \*ho, 
trufting to Toledo's promife, had given up 
their arms, and thrown thcmielves upon his 
mercy. 

It would Ihock the reader's humanity to of- Confe- 
fer any excufe for fuch inhuman cruelty ; yet it ?he^yigoroai 
muft not be denied that Alva had ample mat- HwrTem/ 
ter of chagrin, when he confidered how much 
the length of the fiege, and the obftinate valour 
of the belieged had coft him. By the incle-- 
memoy of the feafon, by the fcarcity of provi- 
£ons, and by the fword of the enemy, he had 
ioft four thoufand five hundred ntcn j befides a 
•great number whom their difeafcs or wounds 
r^idered unfit for fervice. Nor was the dimi- 
nutiooti of his forces the only lofs which he fuf- 
tained from this fiege. It was attended with an 
«xpence, by Which his treafury was exhaufted. 
it funk confiderably the reputation of his arms$ 
and infpired the infurgents with hopes, that an 
iMtemy, who had found it fo difficult to con- 
^erj might themfelVes be overcome. It af- 
forded leifure to the other revolted cities to 
fettle their affairs, and furnilhed them with, 
. . the 
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the happieft opportunity of carrying on their 
conquefts in Zealand, where the city of Mid- 
'57S- dleburg ftill remained in the hands of the Spa- 
niards % 

Mutiny of Of. the feveral inconveniencies which the 
tw^p//"' duke of Alva fufFered from the length of the 
liege, the draining of his treafury was not the 
leaft confiderable ; as it occafioned his falling 
behind in the payment of his troops, and ren- 
dered abortive all the fucceeding operations 
of the campaign. He intended that they Ihould 
have gone from Haerlem into North Holland, 
to fecure the town of Alcmaer. But when or- 
ders were given for their march, they refufed to 
obey. They had been greatly exafpcrated by 
the conditions granted to the people of Haer- 
lem, becaufe they were thereby difappointed 
in their hopes of plunder i and they refolved to 
mak^ Toledo feel their refentment, by infift- 
ing on the immediate payment of their arrears* 
He reprefented to them the prejudice which 
the king's intereft would fuffer from their re* 
maining inaftive at the prefent crifis. But the 
more they perceived their import^ce, the 
higher was the gratification of their refentment* 
Without regard either to Toledo's rcmon* 
ftrances, or to the terms on which Haerlem had 

" BeniivogHo, p. tij. Meteren, p. ilo. Mearfii 
Aariacus, lib. viii. - 
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been furrcndered, they fixed their quarters 
in that city; laid the citizens^ already ex* 
haufted by their fufferings, under contribution, ^^^' 
and exercifed over them the fame tyrannical 
oppreffion, as if they had taken the town by 
ftorm : thus demonftrating to the inhabitants 
of the other cities, the abfurdity of fubmitting 
to the Spaniards, whatever conditions blight 
be offered 5 fincc, even when their comman- 
ders were willing to obferve thefe conditions, 
they were violated by the foldiers, whofe rapa- 
city the general was unable to reftrain. 

This incident afFefted the duke of Alva with, 
the moft fenfible concern. He was aware of 
the pernicious effefts that muft arife from it,: 
He had ever valued himfelf, and not without- 
reafon, on the exaft difcipline which he had 
hitherto maintained. Inclined, but at . the 
fame time afraid, to employ rigour and fcveri- 
ty, left ftill more pernicious confequenccs 
fliould follow, he refolved to make trial of 
perfuaiion; and with this. view he employed. 
the interceflion of the marquis of Vitelli, > who ' 
was the moft beloved as well as the moft re- 
fpefted of all his officers. Vitelli exerted his 
utmoft art and influence; and at laft, with 
infinite difficulty, he perfuade4 the muti- 
neers to accept a part of their arrears, 

and 
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E^ o ic and to fubmic to the authority of their cwn- 

Theficgeof MucHtimc haviflg been employed in this 
Aicmaer. negotiation, the feafon was far advanced be- 
fore the army coUld be led to Alcmacr. This 
place (if they had attacked it fooncr) muflr un* 
avcMdsrtjly have fallen into their hands. It had 
been the laft of all the cities in North Holland, 
in (baking ofF its allegiance to Philip. The 
catholic inhabitants were numerous, and had 
been able- to keep poffeffion of one of the priyi- 
cipal gates of the town. They had earneftly 
folicited Toledo to haften to their affiftance. 
But -the mutiny of his troops having prevented 
him from complying with their Tequcft till it 
was too late, the prince of Orange had im- 
proved the leifure which this incident af&>rded 
hint i and having fent forces to the affiftance of 
the proteftant. inhabitants, he had wrefted the 
gate out of the hands of the catholics ; furnifh- 
ed the proteftants with arms, and procured 
for them from the neighbouring cities, fupplies 
of.proyiiions and military ftores. 

Toledo was aware of the difadvantage^ 
which muft attend his entering on the fiegc of 

. ; BeativogliQ, pt iji.* 
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9 pl^«, fituftted like Alcnoacr, in a maiihy b ^^.^ 
ipil^ fb late in t;he yeajr. But lie hoped^ that %^'^ ^ 
wiA, fo great an apny as h^ now ppffeflfcd % '^^^* 
he would be able to reduce \i before the rauiy 
iieaibn ihould begin; a^d he* kaew tluu: the re- 
duftion of Al»?m^r would greatly feciliutc 
his conqueft q£ dpue oiher t9^n,s. VK th* p«>yiflice.. 
He left Haerlem, therefore, ^ fooji as Vitellt 
had (gelled xim naut;ii\y of. the iroops^ and 
marched dijrecjily. tqwards A^lcuw^ '. 

Having pl^ip^^ a battery oft each fide oB 
the town, he Ijeg^n a bri(k cannonading, and 
in a few days nwde ijaqh coiifidereiile breaches^ 
that he doubted not of being ahk to carry the 
tpwiv by ftorm. In order to divide the garri- 
fon, he refoLv^ to n^ake aq aflfault on both 
fides at qnce. The inhabit^t^ perceived his 
defign, and prepared &f tjipir defence. The 
Spaniards having paffed the ditch, by means . T^e Sp«T. 
of two portable bridges, advanced to the at- YclliilZ^^ 
tack with loud (l^outs^ an^l fqll of confidence 
that there W2^s no force in the pl^ce fuffipiept tO: 
oppofe thcnn. But they foon fownd that cou- 
rage, when grounded on deipairjfc can in fomfti 
cafes fupply the want both of difc^pliue and 
nunnbers. The garrifon> fecq^Jcd by ther 

f It amounted to fixteen thoufand men. 
^ It Jies at the diftance of only one day's jourocy from 
HaerJein* 

townfmen. 
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BOOK towniinen^ made fo intrepid a refiftancc, as 
^■1 ^/.,.y filled the Spaniards with aftoniftiment. They 
'^^'' renewed the attack feveral times ; but were at* 
laft obliged to retire with the lofs of fix hundred 
killed^ and three hundred wounded. Toledo 
could not, cither by promifes or threats, per- 
fuade them to return to the aflauk. Soon af- 
terwards the rains began to fall, and the Spani- 
ards fufFered gready from the humidity of the 
air andYoil. The duke of Alva too had receiv-* 
cd intelligence, that the Hollanders had form- 
ed the defign of opening their fluices, in order 
to lay the country round Alcmacr under water. 
To fave his army, therefore, from deftruftion, 
he fcnt orders to his fon to raifc the fiege ; which 
Frederic did accordingly on the eleventh of 
The fiege O&ober. He then marched to the fouthern 
'**^^'' parts of the province, and put his troops, 
greatly fatigued and exhaufted, into winter- 
quarters '. 

Sea.fight Alva was ttot more fortunate at this tin:ie by 

^Mm!" ^^^^ ^^ ^^ ^^^ ^^^" ^y ^^"^ ^^ Alcmaer. In 
revenge for the afliftance which the people of 
Amfterdam had lent the Spaniards in the fiege 
of Haerlcm, the inhabitants of Enchuyfen, 
Horn, and other proteftant cities, had fitted 
out againft them a numerous fleet, which they 

' Meterea, p. 123. Thuanns, lib«Iv. fea. 8. 
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Rationed in the mouth of the river Ye. With 
this fleet they took or dcftroyed every veflcl 
that attempted to pafs from Amfterdam ihto 
the Zvider fea^ and thus put an entire ftop to 
the trade of that commercial city. To remedy 
this evil> which muft foon have proved fatal to 
a people who fubfifted wholly by trade^ the 
duke of Alva had come himfelf to Amfterdam> 
where he had equipped with the utmoft expe-^ 
didoQ a fleet, confifting of twelve fliips of war> 
of a much larger fize than ufual^ of which he 
gave the command to the count de Boflut^ 
This fleet was much inferior in number to that 
of the enemy; but this difadvantagC) Alva 
hoped> would be compenfated by the number 
of foldiers on board> added to the fuperior fize 
of the fliips^ and the fkill and bravery of the 
commander. 



As foon as Boflut approached the mouth of T^' p'??* 
the river, the HoU^ders left their ftation, and iIom. 
retired towards Horn and Enchuylen. Here 
they received a cqnfiderable reinforcement; 
and foon afterwards returned, under the com- 
mand of Theodore Sonoy, to watch an oppor- 
tunity to encounter the enemy on advantage^* 
©us terms. The two fleets for fomc time Ury 
mfi^t of each other, and frequent flcirmilheS 
pafled between them. Boflut hefitated long, 
lifhether he fhould venture to engage with » 

Vol. !!• H force 
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force To much fuperior; and for tlii6:reaibn he 
kept his fleet in the open fea> and in the drepeft 
»57j. water, where he could avail himfdf of the fizc 
of his (hips. But the people of Anrifterdam^ 
impatient under the interruption of their trade, 
having tranfinitted a falfe reprefentation to the 
duke of Alva of the ftrength of the Dutch fleet, 
perfyaded him to fend pofitive orders for a ge^* 
neral engagement. BoiTut, though extremdy 
diffident of fuccefs, immediately fteered to* 
wards the enemy, who lay in fliallow water, 
prepared for his attack. The combat was be- 
gun with great fpirit and intrepidity, but vic- 
tory foon appeared on the fide of the HoUan*^ 
dersi who having a much greater nunvber of 
ihips than the enemy, attacked them on every 
fide ; and being much nimbler in all their mo- 
tions, did them a great deal of mifichief, while 
their own lofs was inconfiderable. Of Boffut's 
fleet, one fiiip, with all the crew, wasiiilik; 
three were ftranded, and afterwandsutaken.. by 
the Hollanders; and all the reft, except the 
admiral's galley, faved themfdvesby^. flight. 
• Of this velTel, thecotemporary hiftofianffpok 
in the ftrongcft tenns ; and repreftnt-hfjr ^ 
one of the largeft, and the bcft equipped, that 
had been evpr fcen. She w^ furroundl^d by * 
number of the enemy's finaller yeflels, r which 
battered her ftiriouliy,^!^ every fide, and at 
length drove her upon a l»nk. BoflTvc, iliU 
4 ... unwilling • 
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unwillif^ to faffer htr to fall into their hands, 
continued to malce the moft obftinate refift^ 
ance '5 till, of three hundred foldiers on board, '^^* 
two hundred and twenty were killed, and all 
the reifl wounded but fifteen* In this fituation# 
one of the Spaniards, who remembered the 
fcenes of treachery aAd bloodihed in which he 
had been omcemed in Naerden and Haerlem> 
adyifed the admiral to i-eceive the enemy into 
the ihipi and then to blow her in die air. But 
Bofllity confcious of having done every thing ^^•^^ 
that either his duty or his honour could require, f«Mr. 
refiifed 10 liften to fo defperate a propofal, and ^ 
chofe rather to confide in an oflFer which was 
madehiffl fay the Hollanders, that if he would 
fumcnder widiout any further refiftance, they 
would ipare the lives of all that were on board. 
On diis condition the fliip was accordingly 
given up ; and Boflut, with fuch <^ the crew 
and fcAdiers as furvived, was conduced to pri-- 
fon inthe town of Horn ^ 

SoNoy &nt immediate notice of this yi£tory 
ta the< States of Holland ; who being ienfible 
hew jrtuch their fafety depended on maintain- 

* Hiifl^t^giigemefit lifted for twenty-eight houri. 

^ Hi^admirtl's ihip called the Inqiiifitiony carri^ only 
m aodliinjr g«ns;--T)iiuiM»» lib. If, feO. Va. ' Mete^ 
"^♦iP- l^>*atiFOgfio, p. 133. . * 
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*xn. "^ ing their fupcriority at fca, hadbeeaeiEtreinely 

<<■ V ^ anxious with regard Co the iflue of the conteft ; 

'*^^ and they now appointed a folemn thankfgiv- 

ing to be obferved in all the churches of the 

province* 

The States Thxir joy on this occafion was net a little 
o?rtrude!^ incrcafcd by the acquifition of San Gertruden- 
berg ; which gave them the command oi the 
Maefe^and a free entrance into the province 
of Brabant. It was taken by a detachment of 
their troops, under the command of the SJeur 
de Payette, a French proteftant, who entered 
it in the night by fcalade, and put the garriibn, 
confining of a cohort of Walloons under a Spa* 
nilh governor, to the Iword* 

ft. Aide- This lofs was in ibme meafure compenfated 
prifober. to the dukc of Alva, by an advintage which a 
detachment of his army gained over the Sieur 
de St. Aldegond, who had marched wi& a 
body of troops to check the excurlions of the 
Spaniards in the fouthern parts of Holland, 
St. Aldegond's forces were cut to pieces or dif-* 
perfed, andhehimfelfwas taken priipntr. Alva 
would not have fpared the life of a man, who, 
by his aftivity, in roufing thtf fpirit of liberty 
among his countrymen, had rendered himfelf 
fa exceedingly obnoxious, had he not been rc- 
ftrainfd by his regard for the prefervation of 

the 
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count dc Boffuti upon #hom the prince of "^S*^ 
Orange had declared he would retsdiate^ for ^ y .ii 
whatever fcveritjr fhould be ufed agamft St. '^^* 
Aldegond". 

AtvA intended to have begun the next cam- Ai»t^iemt 
paign with the fiege of Leydcn j and with this 
view he feized upon a number of ftations in 
the neighbourhood of. that city. But this 
fiegej.no lefs memorable than that ofHaer- 
lem, was referved for his fuccefTor. Alva had, 
as rnentioned above, applied to Philip for li- 
berty to leave the Low Countries, on account 
of the bad. Hate of his health, occafioned by 
the moifturc of the climate, and the fatigues 
which he had undergone. This was believed 
by many to be only a pretence j while his re- 
queft proceeded in reality from apprehenfions, 
that tJ|€ king h^d liftened to the reprefentations 
of lus Qiiemies, and would foon confer his of*- 
fice.iipon another. There is very little reafon, 
howipfety to fuppofe that Philip was in the 
fm^left degree diffatisfied with his conduft* 
fince he. appears,, in all his tyranny and vio- 
lence, to have afted with ftrift conformity to 
his inftruftions. But, Philip hayirig at laft be- 
come diffident of the fuccefs of thofe cruel 
meafures, which he had hitjierto prefcribed^ 

« Meorfii Albanas, p. 270. Meteren, p. i2f. 
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* ^^^ ^ had rcfolved, not from choice, but from nc- 
• ^ ■ v —^ ccflity, to make trial of fomc more gentk ex- 
^^''' pedients. He knew how unfit the duke of 
Alva was to be employed in the execution of 
this new plan of government 5 and he believed 
that no conceflions would prove acceptable to 
the revolted provinces, that could be made by 
one who had rendered himfelf fo much the ob- 
^ je£t of their abhorrence. He had therefore 

readily confented that Alva Ihould retire, and 
had, more than a year before the prcfent pe-* 
riod, appointed the duke de Medina. Coeli^ 
governor of the Netherlands in his room. This 
nobleman having found, upon his arrival, that 
the provinces were in a very different ftatc 
from what he had expe&ed, and that the 
charge which he had undertaken would prb* 
bably be attended with much greater difficulty 
than glory, declined entering upon it, and af- 
terwards obtained leave from Philip to return 
to Spain* He remained, however, in the Low 
Countries, till towards the end of the prcfent 
year, when the new governor, Don Lewis de 
Tb« Mir 2^uniga, and Req|uefens, arrived. And foon 
fDvcTMr, afterwards the duke of Alva, who had Come 
to BruiTcls to receive Rcquefens, having re- 
iigncd the regency into his hands, fet out 
with his' fon, 'by the way of Germany and 
Italy, for S|wn. -. 
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On this occafion men were affefted vari- 
oufly. Even all the proteftants did not en- 
tertain the fanic fentimcnts with regard to the ^^,^ 
cflTefts whiqh the duke's departure was likely 
to produce. While fome rejoiced at it from 
the dread which they entertained of his abili- 
ties i others confidered, that for feveral months 
pail: his good fortune had forfaken hini ; and 
they believed that the abhorrence which his 
tyranny had excited towards his perfon and 
government, would, by proving a powerful 
bond of union among his enemies, eifedua% 
prevent them from liftening to any infidious 
tenns of accommodation which the Spaniards 
might propofc. 

He was regarded both by the catholics anid aiv**^ 
proteftants, as the chief fource of all the ca^ 
lamitjies in which the Netherlands had been in*** 
^ Yply^d. He had received his government 
frppthc dutchefs of Parma, in a ftate of per* 
fpi^,. triuiquilhty. By his tyranny, ^ he had 
tbrp^9 it into the mpft terrible combuftion, 
apd kiAdled the flames of a deitrudivt war, 
which ^e was confcioxis of being unable to c»* 
tinguiih, and had therefore applied for liberty 
to. retire. He is faid to have boafted to count 
Koningi^ein^ at whofe hqufe he lodged in his 

^ Uocle to the prince of Orangt. 
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» xii^ "^ ^^y ^o ^^^Ji ^hat, during his goverameRt *of 
w s/^n* five years and a half, upwards of eighteen 
*^^' thoufand heretics had fufFcred by the hand of 
the public executioner; befides a much greater 
number whom he had put to the fword, in 
the towns which he took, and in the field of 
battle. 

Hit pmnh The fituation of the Low Countries during 
Alva's adminiftration, was truly deplorable. 
His oppreffion was not confined to the pro« 
teftantsi but great numbers too of the ca- 
tholics were put to death, and their efFefts 
^erfeitedi on the pretence of their having 
given entertainment to heretics, or of having 
held a correfpondcnce with them in their exile. 
Wives were puniftied with the utmoft feverity 
for affbrding Ihelter to their hufbands whom 
the council of tumults had condemned ; chil- 
dren for performing the like kind offices to 
their parents 5 and in Utrecht, a father was 
executed for allowing his fon, who had re- 
turned from banifhment, to lodge under his 
roof, for one ni^ht. By forcing fo many 
thoufands of the mofl: induftrious inhabitants 
to leave the country, and by ncglefting to pro^ 
vide a naval force to' opppfe the eyiles at fca, 
commerce was almofl entirely ruined i^. not- 
withflanding which, he impofcd upon the 
|)^ople mqre opprefl^vc pi^^ than they could 
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ha\re borne, if they had been in the moft flou- 
riihing condition. In levying thefe taxes, the 
utmoft rigour was employed. The people *^'*' 
were often wantonly provoked, and tumults 
purpofcly excited, from which occafion was 
taken to punifli them with confifcation of their 
goods, and fometimes both with death and 
confifcation. From the confifcations and taxes 
large fums were raifedj yet, by maintaining 
fo numerous an army, and by building citadels 
to keep the principal towns in awe, as he re- 
ceived little alTiftance from the king, who was 
engaged in other expenfive epterprifes, he fell 
behind in the payment of his troops ; and in 
order to keep them in good humour, he per- 
mitted them to live at free quarters upon the 
inhabitants i againll whom they exercifed, onfl|f ' * 
many occafions, the moft cruel and oppreffive 
rapacity^ 
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iHILIP could not have made choice of a b o o H 

xui. 

■V" 



X more proper fucceflbr to the duke of AIvjl 
than Requefens^ who had acquired foojc milw ^^J^* - 
tary fame in the battle of Lepanto^ fnd had di« lu^vdm. 
ftinguiihed himfelf in the government of Milan, 
by his prudence and moderation ^ qualities 
from which Philip now hoped for greater fuc- 
cefs, in quelling the rebellious fpirit of his fub« 
jefts in the Netherlands, than had attended the 
violent adminiftration of the duke of Alva. 

To ihew as early as pofllble, that a change w .p^uet 
of mcafurcshadbecn adopted by the court of ^^'t^ 

Spain, J^J'^- 
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Spain, Rcqucfcns began kis government with 

demoliihing Alva*s ftatue above mentioned, and 

•S74* ^^ reprefling the infblence of certain garri- 

fons, at whofe enormities his prcdcccffor had 

connived "• He then applied with great in- 

duftry to make the neceflfary preparations for 

the relief of Middleburg; which, having been 

clofely befieged by the Zealanders for more 

dian a year and a half, was now reduced to the 

laft extremity. Several vigorous attempts had 

been nmde, during the duke of Alva's admi- 

niftratibn, to raife the fiege ; but through the 

fuperiority of the Dutch fleet, they had proved 

abortives and Mondragon the governor had 

given notice, that if he was hot relieved in a 

few days, he would find it neceflary to fur** 

render, 

Req^esens knew that nothing but the iMft 
prcffing neceflity would have drawn this decla- 
ration from an officer of fo great Ipirit and for- 
titude as Mondragon, And he was fenfible, 
that, upon the prefcrvation of Middleburg, 
depended* that of all the other towns in Zea- 
land which retained their allegiance. He 
therefore poftponed every' other objeft of his 
attention; and having gone to Antwerp, h^ 
Equipped there, andatBergen-op-zoom, with the 

'^ ' * Stra<ft» abinietafmaoAcdioalimcF^ handrroh and 

utmoft 
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utmo% cxpcdmoil, a fleet confifting of more • ^ ^ * 
than thirty ihips>. befides tranipoits^ with pro- i_-^ _| 
vifions and military fh>rcs^ '^^^ 

This fleet he divided into two fquadrons^ 
one of which contthaftded by the vice-admiral, 
the fietir de GUmeg and Julio Romero^ h^ or^ 
dered to fail from IB^ergen^ down th^ Eaft^r 
Sdtddi and the other under Saneio d' Avik^^ 
to&U down the Hohdt or Wefter Scheld, from^ 
Antwerp. By thii mei^ure, he intended u^ 
diflraift the enemy 'a attention, and to oblige- 
thttm to divide thdur fi>rces ; and he : hcped thst 
at leait one of the two fquadronl^ ixug^t cSeCrl 
tuaiae ks entraatis into the canal of Middlc«-> 
burg. 

. But the priiice of Orange, whofe adhenenita: 
were iitimerous in every corner of the maritime 
pcoTtAces,. had ceceived early information of' 
the' goi^ernor's defign, and iiad likewiTe goc 
inteiligence of his plan of operations. Hav-/ 
ing paJSed over from Holland to the ifle of 
W^cherc^, andtakcft up his refidence^itt 
HLufliingt in orcjer to affifl: the ZeaJlanders with 
his couiijfel, William Rationed a part of hii 
fl^too the fouth coafliof the iflajjd, to lie b/. 
wjftic for d' Avila^i and.&nt.^ the reft> ^rongr 
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* o Us Ij manacdy and wdl equipped for fighdiig, up 
w ».'1l theEsfterSchdd^ with orders^ asfoonas^poftt 
'^^ fibfe to attack the fleet under the command q£: 
de Glimes and Romero. 

uStth. Tmj fleet, with the greaDcfl: part of .the 
tranfportS) had already fet fail from Bergen f 
and Requeiens, extremely anxious for its fate, : 
had accompanied it as far as Sacherlo«% There, 
it caft anchor^ and was waiting for the riling 
tide> when the Zealanders^ commanded by 
Boiibt admiral of Holland, arrived in fig^t*. 
0e Glimes foon perceived the fupcriority of 
Boifot's fleet, both in the fize and number of 
the ihips, and was of opinion that he otig^t iiot 
to proceed in the intended enterprife; but he 
was overruled by Romero, who, prompted by 
his inniate courage, and fay . that contenipt, 
which, like the reft of his countrymen, he en^ 
tertained for the Dutch inforgents, iofifted 
that they Ihould try the fortune of a isntf tie. . 
They accordingly weighed anchor, and ad- i 
vanced to the enemy. In the beginning of^« 
the engagement, De Glimes's own.flisp nur^ 
foul of a fand bank, from which ike could 'riot 
be difeng^d* The Zealanders perceivings 
her diftrefs, attacked her on every fide, and at 
leqgth fet her on fire. Romero haftened to her ' 
afliftance; but all his attempts to extiiiguiih 
the flames proved ineflTedual. lit a few minutes 
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ihe funk; after having communicated the iooic 
flanoes to Romero's ftiip, that had come to her ^ -^'^ 
relief. Romero was obliged to jump over- '5'** 
boards and fave his life by fwimming ^ The. 
Zealanders had the fame fortunate fucce& 
againft all the other (hips of the enemy; they, 
funk fome, burnt others, and took the itft. 
Befides De Glimes^ and feveral other officers^ 
near a thoufand Walloons and Spaniards periih« 
edi The ^tStory was dccifive; And Requc- 
fens had the mortification, from the dike of 
Sadierlo, to be an cye*witncfs of this difafl^er^. 
which was great in itfelf ; but was rendered ftiU 
gmater, and more affliding to him, by the fa- 
tal confequences with which he forefaw it muft 
be attended. 

JSfJLYtLA in die mean time, with the iqua« 
ditnr under his command, had failed from Ant-^ 
wdt^, and advanced as fiu* as Flufhiivg. Had 
he|^rdceeded in his voyage without delay/ he 
mu& have reached Middleburg, in Ipite <^ 
the:Dot)ch fleet which had been ftationed tx> 
oppofe him; for it is not probable chat' he 
wdoM Jvave met with great refiQ^ce from that 
fleet, as the flower of all the forces belonging- 
to k 4iad been fent with Boifot. The prince of 
Oi^ge, who knew thisi was extremely apprc^ ' 
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• o o * faenfi^ of the iflue, end anxioufly loaged for 

^^■^^^1^ Ba^<yt's return; but ke was food delivered 

'^^♦* fixOTi hi» anxiety^ by obferving from a pro-^ 

montory near Flufhidgv that> inftead of faaf- 

fieningforward^ d'Avila had caft anchor, and 

ftemed refolved to wait for the arrival of De 

Glimes and Ronvero. In a few hours d'Avila 

received intelligence of their defeat; aftei^ 

which, defpairing of being able to relieve the 

befiqged, he immediately let fail for Antwerp. 

Hewa9 purieed by the enemy s but having 

betaken himfdf to flight in time, he arrived 

ywh very iidle k^s at hta deftined port. 

to ofMw' '^^^ prince of Orange conveyed intelligence 
^eborg. to Mondragon of what had pafledy by a S^a-^ 
niih officer whom he had taken prifoner, and 
at the fame tinrte threatened, that if hfi did not 
furrender die towa in a few days> die garrifoii. 
Ihovld be put to the fword without mercy* 
Great numbers of the befieged had already died 
of hungie'r, .or of the unwholefome food to. 
which they had been obliged to have recourfe. 
Frovifions of ainnoft every kind, npt cKcepting 
the fijsih of dogf and horfes, were confumed; 
nor had tfil^ aay other food, but bread made 
of flax iced ; and even this was nearly exhauft-- 
ed^ Mondragon perceiving that the deftruc- 
tion of the garrifon, as well as of the inhabi- 
tants, muft be the certain confeqtience of his 

refufmg 



Digitized by 



Google 



XIII. 
«S74- 



PHILIP 11. KING OF SPAIN. 113 

refufing to capitulate, confcnted to give up book 
both the city of Middlcburg and Armuyden, 
on condition that the garrifons fhould be allow-* 
cd to depart with their arms and baggage, and 
that the ecclefiaftics, and all fuch of the ca- 
tholic inhabitants as inclined to withdraw, fliould 
have liberty to diljpofe of their efFefts, and be 
traniported to the continent. William highly 
rejpe£bed Mondr^gon on account of his gallant 
conduft during the fiege, and agreed to thefc 
conditions 5 but required that he fliould pledge 
his honour that he would procure the releafe of 
St. Aldegond, and two or three more of the , 
Proteftant leaders, to return into captivity. In 
the fcquel, Mondragon (hewed himfelf worthy 
of the confidence which was repofcd in him. 
By his intcrceffion with Requefens, St. Alde- 
gond and the other prifoners were fet at li- 
berty ^. 

Notwithstanding this fignal triumph gain- Apprchen* 
ed over Requefens in his firft enterprifc, the prince of 
prince of Orange was not without apprehen- 
lions, that the difference between his character 
and that of his predeceflbr, added to the dif- 
ference of meafures which he feemed determin- 
ed to purfue, might produce feme alteration in 
the fcritiments of the people. The high mili- 

^ MetcrcD, p« 120. Bentlvoglio. 
Vol. II. I tary 
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BOOK taiy talents^ the vigour an4 adivity of Alva, 
\— -v-l-/ had been objefts of dread and terror. They 
'574« j^j^jj overawed moft of the provinces, and ren- 
dercd the efforts of others inefieftual j but as 
the oppreffive violence of that tyrant had at 
firft given birth to the revolt, fo it had contri- 
buted more than any other caufe to cherilh and 
fupport it. Under a milder and more artful 
governor, William dreaded not only that the 
inhabitants of the interior provinces would ac- 
quiefce in the eftablifhed government, but that 
even the people of Holland and Zealand would 
be enticed, again to yield their necks to the 
Spanilh yoke. And to prevent this, he em- 
ployed every confideration that could work 
cither on their hopes or fears. 

He puts the The kios had fo far complied with their 

people on ^ o . ^ 

their gu«r4. wiftics, as to rcmovc the duke of Alva; but 
how little reafon they had to flatter themfelves, 
that any greater regard would be now paid to 
their rights than formerly, was manifeft from 
his choice of the new governor, who had pro- 
cured his mailer's favour, by the exercife of 
cruelty over the Moors in Granada ; and who, 
being a ftranger and a Spaniard as well as Alva, 
could not be greatly interefted in the proijperity 
-of the provinces, nor have any other end in 
view, but to promote the tyrannical defigas of 
the court of Spain. Requcfens indeed had a 

more 
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more benign and placid countenance than Alva j book 
but the danger to which the provinces were ex- - -^-Agj 
pofcd, was for this realbn the more to be dread- '^^♦* 
cd hy every friend of his country. Amidft the 
governor's profcflions of concern for their pro-^ 
Jperity, no mention had been made of free- 
ing them from that enormous load of taxes 
under which they groaned; or of delivering 
their confciences from that reftraint and vio- 
lence, which the former governor had impofcd 
upon them j or of reftoring the laws which 
Alva had fo wantonly trampled under foot ; or 
in jQiort, of difmiffing thofe foreign troops, 
from whofc rapacity they had fufFered fuch in- 
tolerable outrage. In order to accomplifli 
thefe important purpofes, the provinces of 
Holland and Zealand had taken up arms -, and 
although the fortune of the war had been vari- 
ous, yet in fpite of the moft vigorous efforts of 
the duke of Alva, with a numerous army, to 
reduce them, thefe provinces were governed 
by their own inhabitants, and enjoyed the free 
and full poffeffion of their religious and civil k 
rights* The other provinces ought now to 
imitate the example of their countrymen, and 
they might reafonably hope that their endeavours 
would be attended with fuccefs ; the king hav- 
ing appointed a governor over them, inexpe- 
rienced in the art of war, and unacquainted , 
with the army under his command, which was 
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BOOK 

x.n. 



at prefent ftrongly infefted with afpirit of fedi* 
tion and dilcontent. It might perhaps appear 
^^^^ rafti and daring for the inhabitants of fo narrow 
a territory as the Netherlands, to enter the lifts 
with fo potent an enemy as the king of Spain ; 
but the power of that monarch was not in reali- 
ty fo formidable as it feemed. The great ex- 
tent of his dominions ferved rather to embar- 
rafs and encumber him, than to add to his 
ftrength; and confidering the diftance of his 
place of refidence, and the difficulty of trans- 
porting troops either from Spain or Italy, there 
was little reafon to apprehend that he would 
ever be able to fubdue the people of the Nether- 
lands ; if they afted with that unanimity and 
fpirit which became them, in a caufe, wherein, 
not only their property, and their exiftence as a 
commercial ftate, but their religion and civil 
liberty, were at ftake." 

Theiaftat- By thefc and fuch other arguments, did the 
coTnt^i^wii prince of Orange animate the people to co- 
ofNaffau. Operate with him, in afferting their liberty, in 

oppofition to the plan formed by the court of 

Spain to enflave them. 

Mean while, his brother count Lewis, who 
had refided in Germany ever fince the furren- 
der of Mons, was employed in attempting to 
perfuade the protcftant princes there, to aflift 

him 
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him in his preparations for a new invafion of ® xm^ 
the interior provinces; to which, notwithftand- c- ■^■* '- ^ 
ing the failure of his former enterprifes, Lewis *^^*' 
wa$ prompted^ partly by his knowledge of the 
mutinous fpirit of the Spanifli troops, but chief- 
ly by the profpeft of that affiftance which it 
was now in his brother's power to afford him. 
It was concerted between the two brothers, that 
as foon as count Lewis had finiflied his levies, 
the prince fhould advance with a body of 
troops towards the interior provinces, either to 
make a diverfion in his brother's favour, or to 
unite their forces, 

Lewis found it extremely difficult to pro- 
cure money to defray the expence of his in- 
l:ended expedition. His brother's fortune, as 
well as his own were almofl ruined by their 
former militfiry enterprifes. The States of 
Holland were inyolved in grea,ter expence than 
they were able to fupport. They had, in con- 
junction with the prince of Orange, made ap- 
plication to the queen of England; but this 
princefs, being unwilling to embroil herfelf 
with Philip, had refufed to afTifl them. Lewis 
had begun his preparations, in hopes of re- 
ceiving fupplies from fome German princes, 
who had promifed their afTifbince, but who 
were either not inclined, or unable to fulfil 
|heir engagements. To fave himfelf from the 
I 3 affront 
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^ xir? ^ affront of abandoning an undertaking^ in 
*^ — V — ' which a great nunnber of Frpnch and German 
•^^t' proteftants had engaged at his requeft^ he 
opened a negociation with Schomberg, ambafr 
fador of Charles the Ninth of France^ wiio at 
this tjnqe courted the favour of the proteftant 
princes in Germany, with a view to facilitate 
the eleftion of his brother the duke of Anjou^ 
to the crown of Poland? Between Lewi§ and 
Schomberg, who met at Francfort on the 
Maine, it was agreed. That if Charles fliould^ 
in behalf of the inhabitants of the Low Coun- 
tries, declare war againft the king of Spain, the 
provinces of Holland and Zealand Ihould be 
immediately delivered into the hands qf th« 
French monarch -, on his engaging to maintain 
all their rights, and in particular^ the free 
jexercife of the reformed religion. But if 
Charles fliould not make open war, it was 
agreed, that count Lewis fhould have three 
Jiundred thoufand livres to affift him in his pre- 
fent enterprife; that the French king Ihould 
have the JTovereignty of Holland and Zealand^ 
and that fome of the Gern^an princes Ihould be 
furety fof th.e performance of this condition. A' 
part of the money was paid^ and Lewis was 
thereby enabled to complete his levies, whicl^ 
fimounted to between three aad fquf thoufand 
J^orfe^ and feven thoufand foot % 

• fhuapas. Jib. Iv. Met«ren» p. ij 3.— Charles 4if4 
foon after, and the treaty had no other confequences* 
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He began his march, accompanied by his ^2,^^ 
brother Heniy, and Chriftopher, fon of the ^ — ^r^ 
elector Palatine, in the beginning of February; '^^** 
and defpifing the rigour of the feafon, he ad- 
vanced with great rapidity towards the Nether- 
lands, in hopes of finding the governor unpre- 
pared. Having crofled the Rhine and the Mo* 
felle, he direded his courfe towards Gelder- 
land, with an intention to pafs the Maefe at 
Maeftricht, and to purfue his march through 
Brabant, till he ftiould unite his forces with 
thofe which his brother had engaged to bring 
to his aiTiftance* 

With fo great difpatcK and fecrecy had Thcgover- 
Lewis conducted his preparations, that Re- plcxUy, ' 
quefens remained ignorant of his defign, till 
he was informed that he had begun his march. 
By this intelligence the governor was thrown 
into great perplexity. His troops had been 
lately fo much reduced, that it was impoffible 
for him to oppofe both tjie brothers at the fame 
pme; and he confidered, that to unite hi$ 
forces, and employ them againft Lewis, would 
expofe the maritime provinces an eafy prey to 
ihe prince of Orange. His anxiety was in- 
creafed^by the difcovery of an intrigue, which 
had been formed by William's adherents, for 
the furprife of Antwerp. Nor was he entire- 
ly free from apprehenfions that his troops n^ight 
1 4 ref^fe 
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BOOK refufe to quit the towns in which they wercV 
V— ^^..^ ftationed, till they fliould receive payment oi 
'^^** their arrears. Having convened a council of 
his principal officers, and heard their opinions 
of the meafures which they thought moft pro- 
per to be purfued, he refolved to remain, to- 
gether with the Marquis of Vitelli, in Antwerp, 
to watch the fecret machinations of the prince 
of Orange i and fuch troops as could be fooneft 
. drawn together, were immediately fent off un- 
der Sancio d*Avila, to oppofe the paflage of 
count Lewis over the Maefe. The reft follow- 
ed foon after ; having been perfuaded to leave 
their quarters, by a promife that their arrears 
ftiould be paid, as foon as the provinces wer^ 
delivered from the impending danger. 

. Lewis in the mean time advancing towards 
the frontier, had arrived within a few miles of 
M aeftricht, where he pitched his camp ; in ex- 
peftation that his friends in the place would be 
able to make themfelves mafters of one of the 
gates. But Requefens having difcovered his 
intention, had difpatched feveral companies of 
light armed troops before the main army, to 
iecure the town. Thefe troops arrived in time 
to prevent the friends of Lewis from executing 
their defign ; and in a few days afterwards, they 
were joined by d'Avila with the reft of the 
forces. 

6 - Lewis 
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Lewis was not prepared for undertaking the 
fiege of a place fo completely fortified as Maef- 
tricht ; and after feme trials of ftrength in two 
or three flcirmifhes with the Spaniards, he de^ 
camped, and marched down the Eaft fide of 
the river, till he came to Ruremonde; but 
there too, as well as in Maeftricht, the protc- 
ftants were intimidated and overawed, and not 
a fingle perfon ventured to declare in his 
favour. He continued his march in the fame 
direction, refolving to hafl:en forward till he 
fliould join his brother, who was advancing to 
meet Mm in the country which lies between the 
Maefe and the Waal. 

D'AviLA aimed at nothing for fome time, 
but to prevent Lewis from tranfporting his 
amiy over the river, and with this view he had 
marched as near him as poflible, ha^ng the 
river between them j but receiving a reinforce- 
ment of two thoufand veteran troops, and find- 
ing, by the information of liis fpies, that Lewis 
had laid afide his firft defign of crolfing the 
Maefe, and was on full march towards the 
prince of Orange, he confidered, that it was 
of the higheft importance to prevent, their 
junftion ; and that for this purpofe it was ne- 
ceflary to compel Lewis as foon as poflible to 
engage. With this intention he proceeded 
with the utmoft celerity down the river, and 

having 
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BOOK having croffed it by a bridge of boats at the 
*._^J-j town of Grave, he thus got between count 
'^^^ Lewis and his brother's army. Lewis, anxious 
to prevent this, had avoided every unneceflary 
delay 5 but his troops, chagrined at being re- 
fufed admittance firft into Maeftricht, and af- 
terwards into Ruremonde, had proceeded in 
their march with much lefs alacrity than the 
^ Spaniards. He received the firft intelligence 
of D'Avila's having croflcd the Maefe when he 
arrived at Mooch, a village at the diftance of 
on}y one league from the Spanifli army, and 
on the fame fide of the river. He foon per- 
ceived the neceflity to which he was reduced, 
cither to give the enemy battle, or to retire. 
To retire, he faw, muft be extremely difficult 
and dangerous, on account of the difordcr and 
confternation which commonly attend a re- 
treat ; and therefore he did not hefitate to try 
the fortune of a battle, although he knew how 
much inferior .his undifcipiined forces were to 
the Spaniards, who were frledt veteran troops, 
animated by the confcioufnefs of fuperior 
prowefs, and commanded by d'Avila, a perfon 
of extraordinary abilities, who, by merit alone, 
had raifed himfclf from the ftation of a com- 
mon foldier, to the rank of general. 

Battle of ' To enable him to refift fo formidable an ene- 
my, Lewis refolved to remain in his prefent 

fituation 
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fituation at Mooch, and to cover his infantry ■ ^^i*^ 
with a ftrong intrenchincnt. His cavaliy, ^ — sr^ 
fhough reduced by dcfcrtion, was ftiU fuperior '^'^ 
to that of the enemy 5 but from this fuperiority» 
the nature erf" the ground, which rifes into hiU^ 
at a ^ttle diftance from the river, did not fuf- 
fer him to derive any confiderable advantage. 
He drew them up as well as the unequal face 
pf the country would permit, on the right of 
his camp; and upon a hill behind his main 
army, he placed a fquadron of chofen troops^ 
with which he intended either to fix the vidory, 
if it ihould appear doubtful ; or^ in cafe of a 
defeat, to open a pailage through the enemy to 
his brother, who had now advanced as far as 
Nimeguen to meet him. He had juft time to 
put his troops in order of battle when d- Avila 
arrived, haying his infantry , on the right, and 
and on the left his cavalry, flanked by a body 
pf mufqueteers, defigned to fupport them 
^gainft the fuperior fxumbers of the German 
cavalry. 

D'AyiLA began the engagepient by fending 
diree hundred men to attack the enemy's lines. 
The troops which had been appointed to de- 
fend ^m, advanced brifkly towards the Spa- 
niards^ and gave thern a gallant and refolute 
reception; but they were foon compelled to 
fetire. The Spaniards followed, and attempt- 
^ cd 
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BOOK cd to enter the camp along with them. The 
' aftion there was bloody and obftihate, and 
"574. ,frelh fuccours haftened from both araiies to 
the affiftance of the combatants. But the co- 
temporary hiftorians diflfer fo widely from each 
other in their accounts of this engagement, 
that it is impoflible to know the truth. Some 
authors affirm, that the Germans acquitted 
themfelves with honour, and made a bold and 
vigorous refiftance. , Others fay, that only the 
French troops in count Lewis's army perform- 
ed their duty, while the Germans refufed to 
advance unlefs their arrears were paid, and re- 
mained obftinately in ^heir camp till the Spa- 
niards broke into it, and, after making prodi- 
gious havock among them> put them to an 
Lewis de. ignominious flight. In the beginning of the 
juln. " aftion, the German cavalry proy^d ap over- 
match for their ant^gonifts, and having fallen 
with great fury on that part of the enemy's 
horfe that was neareft them, they drove them 
to a diftance ftom the field of battle ; hut when 
they were forming themfelves again for a new 
attack, fome frefh fquadrons of the Spanifti 
cavalry advanced, and threw them into difor- 
der. The Spanifti mufqueteers, who had been 
placed to fupport the horie, were then of fignal 
ufc. . With their ftiot they galled the Germans 
in flank, and greatly augmented their confu- 
fxon. Count Lewis and the Palatine attempted, 

but 
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but in vain, to rally them, Thefc princes did book: 



^ 



every thing to reftore the battle that could 
have been done by the moft expert comman- '^'^ 
dcrs, white they endeavoured to animate their 
troops by their example, and gave confpicuous 
proofs of the moft heroic valour. Their efforts 
niight have been crowned with fuccefs, if a 
body of Spanilh lances had not arrived when 
the German reiters had begun to give way. 
The reiters were overpowered; above five 
hundred of them were killed, and of the in- 
fantry between three and four thoufand. The 
viftory was decifive, and the value of it to the 
conquerors was greatly enhanced by the deaths 
of count Lewis, his brother Henry, and the 
Palatine ; all of whom the cotemporary hiftori- 
ans defcribe as hiaving exerted the higheft de- 
gree of vigour and intrepidity, although none 
of thcfe writers were able to procure informa- 
tion of the mahner in which they felL Their 
death was matter of great lamentation to the 
proteftant confederates, and efpecially the death 
of Lewis, who had made fp many great exer- 
tions in their behalf. 



As foon as the prince of Orange received the Mutiny of 
melancholy news of this difafter, he began to ^^^^'^ 
return towards Holland, being convinced that 
noWj when he was deprived of his brother's 

aid. 
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BOOK aid, it would be in vain for him to attempt to 
keep the fields 

WitLiAM expefted that they would have im-» 
mediately followed him, in order to improve 
their viftory, whilft the terror which it inlpired 
was recent; and they would probably have 
done fo, had not the Spanifti troops fuUied 
the glory which they had acquired, by rebel- 
ling againft their officers on the next day af^ 
tcr the battle. D'Avila cotild not inftantly 
fulfil his engagement to pay their arrears. Al- 
. moft three years pay was due to them. Even 
before the prefent expedition, their patience 
had been worn out, and it appears to have been 
the hopes of plunder,'or the dread of confe- 
quences fatal to themfclves, that induced them 
to march againft the Germans, more than 
their confidence in the promife which D'AvUa 
had made them. Being now freed from tKeir 
apprehenfions of peifonal danger, and difap- 
pointed in their expeftations of being enriched 
by the Ipoils of the enemy, who were ftill 
poorer than themfelves, they demanded from 
their general the immediate performance of his 
promife ; and when they only received new af- 
furances of the fame kind as thofe with which 
they had been amufed before, they threatened 

t Bentivoglio, p. 143. Thdanus^ lib* lix. fe£t. xv. 
Van Metereoi p. 132^ 
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to take vengeance on him for his falfehood and book 
deceit. He and the other officers endeavour- ^ '-v> - ■J 
ed to appeafe them, but in vain. In order to '^^** 
avoid their fury, he was obliged to make his 
cfcape fecretly from the camp j and imme- 
diately after his departure, they ran to arms, 
expelled their officers, and, having from anntong 
themfelves eledted other officers and a com- 
mander in chief, they quickly left Mooch, and 
directed their march to Antwerp, with an in- 
tention to live at free quarters upon the inhabi- 
tants of that wealthy city, till they Ihould ex- 
tort payment of their arrears. 

Requesens having received intelligence of They take 
their defign, had remained at Antwerp ; and, Antwerp, 
if he had complied with the counfel of Cham- 
pigny, governor of the town, and taken pre- 
cautions for fecuring a part of the fortifications 
which was unfinilhed, he might have fruftrated 
their attempt j but being extremely diffident of 
the Spanilh part of the garrifon, which had the 
fame ground of difcontent with the mutineers, 
and flattering himfelf with the hopes of being 
able to appeafe them, he fuflTered them to en- 
ter the city without refiflance, to the number 
of three thoufand men. They had no fooner 
entered, than they formed themfelves in order 
of battle.. The citizens were overwhelmed 
with terror, and many of them fled precipitate- 



Digitized by 



Google 



128 HISTORY OF THE REIGN OF 

BOOK \y out of the city. Requelens rode up to thd 
c-vw mutineers, and remonftrating to t;hem on the 
*^^^ pernicious tendency of their conduft, he pray- 
ed, intreated, and threatened them ; but could 
not, by addreffing either their hopes or fears^ 
draw any other conceffion from them, but that 
they would abftain from plunder, on condition 
that they Ihould receive immediate payment of 
their arrears, and that the Walloons and Ger- 
mans under the command of Champigny, 
Ihould be ordered to quit the town. With 
this laft requeft, the governor thought it expe- 
dient to conlply ; and thus the mutineers were 
left in full pofleffion of the place, without any 
force to controul them. The firft objefl of 
their attention was to fecure the gates, after 
which they difperfed themfelves over the city, 
and took up their quarters in the houfes of the 
principal inhabitants, where they ftudied to 
create expence, and night and day to give 
difturbance and uneafinefs. They were perpe- 
tually calling on the governor to fulfil his en- 
gagements; and as they daily threatened to 
fack and plunder the town, if he did not fpeedi- 
ly comply with their requefts, the people were 
difquieted with continual apprehenfions and 
alarms. The mutineers required payment not 
only of their own arrears, but of thofe too 
which had been due to fuch of their com- 
panions as had died of difeafes or fallen in 

battle* 
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battle. At length, the fum of one hundred ^ ^^^ ^ 
thoufand florins was raifcd by the inhabitants 5 ^- v "^ 
and the governor was obliged to pledge his *^** 
jewels and furniture fof the remainder, and to 
grant a pardon Confirmed by a Solemn oath, to 
all concerned in this fedition i after which the 
mutineers returned under their former officers^ 
and went to join the reft of the army which was 
now in Holland, and had already begun the 
fiege of Leyden. Mty s<v 

From this mutiny, Philip^s intcreft in the oeimaioii 
Netherlands fufFered greatly in feveral reipe&s. " * * 
In the time of D'Avila's expedition againft 
count Lewis, Requefens having exerted his 
utmoft vigour and adivity, had equipped a 
numerous fleet, which he intended to employ 
in the recovery of Zealand. When the mu- 
tineers arrived at Antwerp, this fleet, which 
was not yet of fufficient ftrength, lay under the 
walls of the city. Adolphus Hanftede, the 
commander, anxious for his charge, and ap- 
prehenfive that the feditious foldicrs might, in 
order to extort compliance with th^ir demands, 
take poflTeflion of the fhips, had removed them 
to a place at fome difliance from Antwerp^ 
where they were out of the reach of the Spani^- 
ards. But, in avoiding thi^ danger, he fell in- 
to a greater. The Zealanders, whofe partlfans 
were continually on the watch, quickly recciv- 

VoL. II. K cd 
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^ xiS. ^ ^^ intcUigcnce of his change erf] ftatm, and re- 
^-- — ^^ folvcd to imprpvc the opportunity which was 
^^'^* thua prcfented to them. Having attacked him 
when he was utterly unprepared for defence ; 
they took forty of his fhips i funk and deftroy- 
cdfcveralothersi and rendered all the reft un- 
fit for fervice* By this fevere blow^ the plan 
which Requcfens had proje6tcd> for recovering^ 
the maritime towns> was entirely difconcerted* 
The fleet now deftroyed> was to have afted in 
conjunftion with another^ which Philip had 
been preparing in the ports of Spain. But as 
the Spanilh fleet was deemed too weak to con- 
tend fingly with the enemy, the defign was laid 
afide for the prefent ; and no future governor of 
the Low Countries ever found it pradicable to 
revive it '. 

Whilst the Zealanders availed themfelvesof 
the fedition in the Spanilh army by fea, the 
prince of Orange had been equally intent oa 
. deriving advantage from it by land. On re- 
g^iviog information of the fate of his brothers^ 
he had begun his march towards Holland -, but 
when intelligence was brought him that th^ 
Spaniards had mutinied, he relblved to improve 
the opportunity which this aflfbrded him> by 
pfiaking fome new acquifition. Faffing over 

s Bentivoglio, p. 149, Meterefi> p. 137. 
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into the ifle of Bommdj which is formed by 
the confluence of the Maefe and the RhinCi 
he engaged the chief town in it to efpoufe his 
intereft; and having fixed his head-quarters 
there for fome time, he gave fupport to his 
friends in the ifland, and reduced to great ex- 
tremity fuch of the people as ftill adhered to 
the Spanifh government. The marquis of Vi- 
telli was dilpatched by Requefens to oppofe 
his progrefs. That able commander rendered 
abortive a defign which the prince had formed 
on Bois-le-duc ; and the prince, on the otfiei* 
hand, took meafiires which prevented the town 
of Bommel from faffing into the hands of Vi- 
tclli. But the attention of both was foon after 
this ingrofled by a more important and intereft-^ 
ing objeft, the fiege of Leyden, to the rela-' 
tion of which I (hall proceed, after mentioning 
an attempt of Requefens, to put an end to the 
war, by publilhing a new aft of indemnity in 
the name of the king. 

Although fcver^l perfons Were excluded Aaofm- 
from the benefit of this indemnity, yet it was *"*'"^* 
much more comprehenfive than that which had 
been publilbed fome time before by the duke 
of Ahra. It did not however produce the de-* 
fired effc6t. The people were not confcious 
of that guilt which Philip*s pompous deed of 
clemency imputed to them -, they believed that 
K 2 they 
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they had fuffered wrong, inftead of having 
done it; and they could not be grateful to 
*^^*' him for difpenfing with a punifhment, which 
they thought it would have been in the higheft 
degree tyrannical to inflift, Befides this, the 
pardon was clogged with a condition, by 
which almoft all the inhabitants of Holland 
and Zealand, amounting to many hundred 
thoufands, and great numbers too in the other 
provinces, were excluded. This was, that 
the proteftants fhould renounce their religion, 
and return into the bofom of the church i a 
condition from which Philip's bigotry would 
never fuffer him to depart^ nor the zeal and 
finqerity of the reformers permit them to ac- 
cept. Requefens could not be ignorant of 
this, yet he entertained fome hopes at this 
time of bringing about an accommodation, by 
means of St. Aldegond, who. had not as yet 
pbtained his liberty. The governor fent Cham- 
pigny and Junius de Jong to treat with him i 
but when St. Aldegond informed thcrti that no 
peace woul4 be ever agreed to by the mari* 
time provinces, unlefs the queftion con- 
cerning religion were left to the decifion of the 
States, Requefens, who knew that Philip would 
never confent to that condition, ordered the con- 
ference to be immediately diflblvcd **. 

^ BentiirogliO, p. i^o* 
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He now bent his whole attention to the ficge * ^^JJ ^ 
of Lcyden. He had blockaded that city for ^-^^-v — ' 
feveral months in the winter feafon, and re- th! r^t. 



The fiegt 

duced the inhabitants to great diftrefs; but he <»f x^«n*. 
had been obliged to delift from his undertak- 
ings and to call off his troops to oppofe the 
German army* They left their ftations in the 
neighbourhood of Leyden on the aift of March, 
and refumed them on the 26th of May. 

In order to form a juft conception of the 
operations of this memorable fiege, it is ne- 
ceflary to remember that Leyden lies in a low 
(ituation, in the midft of a labyrinth of rivu- 
lets and canals. The city was large and popu- 
lous; and I at the tipie of the fiege was fur- 
rounded with a deep ditch, and a ftrong wall, 
flanked with ballions. That branch of the 
Rhine which ftill retains its ancient name, 
paflcs through the middle of it; and from thi$; 
ftream fuch an infinity of canals are derived, 
that it is difficult to fay whether the water or 
the land pofieiTes the greater Ipacc. By thefe 
canals, the ground on which the city ftands .is 
divided into a grfeat niimber of fmall iflands, 
united together by near a hundred and fifty 
fton^ bridges, that are equally fubfervient to 
the beauty of the place, and the convenience 
of the inhabitants. Leyden is at the diftance 
of a few hpurs journey from the Hague, Delft,. 
K 3 and 
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' xin ^ ^^^ Gouda, and only a little farther from Rot- 
^— V — ' terdam on the one hand, and Haerlem on the 
*^' *' other. On account of itj fitii^tion, as well as 
on its own account, it was deemed a place of 
the firft importance, and a prize worthy of all 
the ardour which was difplayed hy the con^ 
tending parties. /; 

The prince of Orange^ who had received 
notice of the governor's intention to renew the 
ficgCj^ communicated his intelligence to the ci- 
tizens J and exhorted them to furnilh thcmfelves 
with ftores of provifions, and to fend Out of 
the town all fuch peifons as would be ufelefs in 
defending it. They were not fufficiently ac-^ 
tentive to thcfe injunftions. The prince com- 
plained of their remiflhefs, and informed thcm^ 
that for three months at leaft it would not 
be in the power of the States to raift the 
fiegc. 

To petard the approach of the Spaniards, he 
ordered ten companies of Englilh adventurers, 
under the command 6f colonel Edward Chcf- 
ter,^ to take ppfleflion of two forts, one at the 
fluice of Gouda, and the other at the village of 
Alphen, by which the enemy muftpafs in their 
way to the city. Thefe troops did not anfwer 
^he expeftation which William had conceived 
^ their behaviour^ The five companies which 

VcrQ 
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were placed at the fluicc of Goudi, after t • ^^^^^ 
fhort refiftance, betocJc thertifelvcs to flight j u-vw 
and the other five, after a fkirmilh in which no *^^^ 
pctfon fell on either fide, bafely imitated the ' , 
example of their countrymenj and retired un* 
der the walls of Lcyden* The citizcds, who 
from their ramparts had beheld their ignomini^ 
ous behayiour, and fufpetSlcd them of treachery, 
rcfufed to admit them within the town. Th« 
Engiiih afcribed their conduft to the infuffici- 
ency of the fortifications which they had been 
appointed to defend; but not being able to 
wipe out the ftifpicion entertained of their fide- 
lity, they all dcfertcd to the cnemy^ but a fetr 
whom the people of Leyden received with open 



«TOS'. 



The prince of Orange having intended, that 
the Englifh forces, after being obliged to quit their 
firft ftations, fhould have retired into the town, 
had not provided any other troops to defend iu 
The inhabitants were therefore reduced to the 
ncceflity of trufting for their defence, to their 
own valour and conduit: a circumftance^ 
which at firft had a formidable afpeft, but 
which in the end proved the caufe of their pre-^ 
fervationj fince it was thereby much longer 
before they were reduced by famine, than it 

^ M«teren, p. 139, 
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would have been, if, befides thcmfclvcs, they 
had had a numerous garrifon to fupport* 



BOOK 
XIII. 

V 






'*" rtiuT' ^"' government of Lcyden was committed 
f»»giftr*te on this occafion to Janus Douza*> a pcrfoacf 
noble birth; and well known in the literary 
world, by his pbetical produ<ftions. By his 
example, and his eloquence, this illuftrious 
patriot kindled in the minds of his fcUow-citi- 
zens, Aich a zeal for liberty, and fo great an 
abhorrence of the tyranny of Spain, ais render^ 
cd them fuperior to every diftrefs, and in a 
great meafure fupplied their want 6f military 
flcill. They muft, however, have been found 
inferior to the Spaniards ; and if Valdcz, the 
Tb« Hoek. Spanilh commander, to whom Requefens Com* 

ide I) foroi* 

«d, mitted the coiiduft of the fiege, had pufhed 

his operations with proper vigour, he muft Cer- 
tainly have made himfelf mafter of the town. 
But whether he wanted to fave his men, and 
to carry his end without bloodlhed ; or delpair- 
cd, with the (kill and force which he poffeficd, 
to be able to jeduce fo ftrong a place by fack 
and ftorm, he did not think of any other expe** 
dient for fubduing it, but that of blocking it 
up on all fides, fo as to prevent the entrance 
of fupplies. To this one point, all his opera- 
tions were direfted. By a circular chain of 

^ Of Jean Vander Poes> lord of Noordwick. 

more 
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more than fixty forts, which communicated • ^m* 
with each other, and ran quite round the citjr, 'w- 
hc invefted it on every fide, and not only ren- 
dered it impofiQble to introduce fupplies, but 
evancutotf all intelligence between the beficg* 
ed and their friends in the other cities, except 
what was conveyed by pigeons, in the maimer 
to which the proteftants had recotirfe during the 
blockade of Haerlem \ 

By one of the forts called Lammen, the be- 
ficgcd having been deprived of the benefit of 
pafturing their cattle in the neighbouring mea* 
dows, they Tallied out with great fury upon the 
Spaniards, and almoll got pofifefiion of the 
forts but after an obftinate and bloody con^ 
teft, they were at laft obliged to retire. The 
Spaniards fortified themfelves in that fliation 
more ftrongly than before ^ and the befieged 
now defpaircd of being able, either in that, or 
any other quarter, tp remove them to a greater 
diftance from the cit)\ Inftead of this, they 
apprehended daily their nearer approach to it ; 
and ^xpefted th?it they would foon open their 
batteries, in order to prepare for taking it by 
ftorm. This belief ferved to quicken the in- Ct«<oftw4 

theiahaki. 
* Thcfc pigeons were embalmed, and are ftiU pre- **"**• 
(erved in the toworhoufe of Leydeo. Let delicei dea 
Fays bas. 

3 habitants. 



Digitized by 



Google 



^tJ8 HISTORY OF THE RElfeN OF 

BOOK habitants; and die women as well as the met! 

xJ^y.^^ were employed day and night, without ccai- 
'^^** ing, in ftrengthening the fortifications. An 
account was taken of the ftock of provifionj 
wirfiih the town ; and in order to make it hold 
out as long as pofllble, they began to hufband 
it betimes. They were perpetually exhorting 
and animating each other, and expatiating up- 
on the cruelty and perfidy of the Spaniards, 
and the unworthy fate of the people of Zutphen, 
Haerlem, and other places, who had trufted 
to their faith and mercy. " When they were fo- 
licited to return to their allegiance by Lanoyi 
De Lique, and other natives of the Low Coun- 
tries; they made anfwer, in the words of i 
Latin poet, 

; Ftftula duke cami volucrem dum decipit auceps. 

To other letters, in which they were defired 
tQ rcfleft on the mifery to which they muft ere 
long be reduced, they replied, that they had, 
' wpoh the moft mature confideration, refolved 
rather to die of hunger, or to perifli with their 
wives and children in the flames of the city, 
kindled by their own hands, than fbbmit to 
the tyranny of the Spaniards *. 

^ Another fsytng, ftill more ferocioos, is recorded by 
ibme hiftortaoB ; That rather than fubmit to b perfidiont 
an enemy, they woald feed on their left arms, and defend 
themfelYcs with their right* Van Meteren^ nt fupra. 

That 
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That" mifeiy t^feich, Airing the firflr two * ^f "^ 
inonths of the (kge, exifted only in idea, was w-v-.^ 
at laft realized. Their whole -ftock of ordU ^ J*?^; 

1 • y J 1 Their dif- 

nary provifions being conlumed, they were treft, 
obliged to have rccouffe c& the flcifli of dogs ' '/ . 
and horf^. Great numbers died of want j md 
many by the ufe of this iinnAtUral food. The 
refi)lution of the* people at fettgth began to 
fail, and they now believed their prefent cala- 
mities to be fuperior even to thofe they ihould 
experience under the Spanifli govermntot. 
Some of them conceived a ikfign to deliver up 
the town, and formed a fecrec afTociatiot J&Jr 
this purpofe* Bwt their plctt^ being dcteded^ 
m^^M were trf^cn ,to prevent th^pi frQm^p^tr 
ting it in execution* A great number of 
pople having come one ,day in a tumultyow 
manner to a magiftrate wbofe name was Adria^ 
txclaiming that he pjjght either to give jdxetn 
food> or deliver the town into the hands of 
the enemy, ^^ I have folemnly fworn, he r^-f 
pljedj, that I will never fyrrcnUer myfelf, or . 
my feUow-citizens, to the cruel and perfidious 
Spaniard j and I will fooner die than violate 
my oath, I have no food, elfe I would give it 
you, But if my death can be of ufe to you^ 
takejj tear me in pieces, and devour me; I 
ihall die with fatisfaftion, if I know that by my 
death I fliall for one moment relieve you from . 
yq^r direful ncceflSty," 

By 
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BOOK By this extraordinary anfwer^ the people^ 
x_ / ' ftruck with aftonifliment^ were filenced^ an4 

•w^- their fury wa» for foaie time appealed. 

TiwStttct The prince of Orange^ who was not igno- 
uycbc rant of the extreme mifery to which the be* 
l^lltt^ fieged were reduced^ had done every thing in 
his power to accomplifli their relief. He Jiad 
already coUefted large fupplies of provifions s 
but could notj with all his a£Uvity and addref^, 
xaife a fufficient force to open a paffage into 
the city; When he found that the fituation of 
the befiegcd would not admit of longer delay, 
he convened an aflembly of the States of the 
province. And the deputies, after confider- 
ing the ftrength of the enemy, and the amount 
of their own forces, perceiving it to be im* 
practicable to relieve the befieged, either by 
land, or by the river and canals, agneed to 
have recourfe to an expedient, which was dic- 
tated by dcfpair, and was the only one at pre- 
fent in their power to employ. They rcfolved 
to avail themfclvcs, againft the Spaniards, of 
that furious element, from which their coun- 
try had often fuffered the moft dreadful de- 
vaftation -, to open their fluices, to break down 
the dikes of the Maefe and the Iflel, and by 
thus laying all the country round Leyden un* 
der water, to get accefs tp the befieged with 
their fleet. Nothing coiild be more repugnant 

to 
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to the ideas of this people^ than fuch a reibhi* boor 
tion. To drain their lands, to exclude the ^ ■ ^ * ^ 
water, and prcfervc their dikes, were then, as '^^*' 
they are fldll, obje£ts to the Dutch of almoft 
continual attention, and which coft them an- 
nually an immenfe expence. But they were at 
prefent anhnated by objefts ftill more impor- 
tant and interefting; and their love of liberty, 
joined to their dread of popery and die Spa- 
nish yoke, prevailed over every other confider- 
ation. The damage, which it was fuppofed 
would ariCe from the meafure adopted, was 
estimated at fix hundred thoufand guilders. 
But they confidered, that if the Spaniards 
ihould fucceed in their prefent enterprife, not 
only the region to be overflowed, but all the 
reft of the province, would fall under their 
fubje&ion. This the States regarded as in- 
finitely worfe than either poverty or death ; and 
in their prefent difpofition, they would have 
chofen to ruin the country altogether, rather 
than leave it to be enjoyed by an enemy whom 
they held in fuch abhorrence. They now ap- 
plied themfelves to the demolition of thofe 
mounds, upon ^hich their exiftence as a na«- 
tion depends, with a degree of induftry and 
ardor, equal to that which they were accuftom- 
cd to employ in repairing them, after the ra- 
vages of a^ inundation. 

Thi 
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The water, after its burners were remoredj 
difFufed itfdf over all the adjacent fields; and 
•574. in a few days, alinoft the whole region which 
lies between Rotterdam, Gouda, Delft, and 
Lcydcn, was overftowed. The Spaniards 
were throrwn at firft into the utmofi: dread and 
terror ; but when they underilood the caufe of 
this unexpe6ked imindation, and obferved that 
the water did not rife above a certain height^ 
they recorered front their afkonifhment* They 
were obliged to abandon fuch of their forts as 
were fitoated in the lower grounds, and to re- 
tire to thofe which flood higher; but of thele 
laft they hoped to be able to keep po^ffion^ 
and to continue the blockade, till the famine, 
which they knew raged m the town with 
dreadful fury, fhfyald conquer the obftinacy 
of the citizens, and bring the fiege to a con- 
chjfion. 

The prince of Orange, in the mean timci 
was employed in preparing every thing neccf- 
tary to carry into execution the meafure which 
the States had adopted. He ordered to be 
' IwiK, at Rotterdam and other places, near two ' 
hnndrcd flat-bottbmed^veflcls, having each of 
them ten, twelve, fourteen or fixteen oars; 
^nd thcfc he mounted with guns, and manned 
with eight hundred Zealanders; a rude and fe- 
vage, but a brave and determined band, ani- 
* mated 
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mated at oocc by religious zeal, and the moft < o o it 
implacable hatred againft the Spaniards ; and <„ ^ ' ,0 
whofe appearance was rendered horrid by the ^^^ 
fears of innumerable wounds, which they had 
received in their late naval engagements. They 
were brought fronn the fleet by BoifTot, the ad* 
miral of Zealand, to whom the condu6t oi the 
prefent enterprife was committed "• 

WiTH.fuch of the veffels as were already 
equipped, Boiflbt left Delft in the beginoing of 
September, and direfted his courfe towards 
Lcyden. But the water had not as yet rifen to 
a fufficient height, and the banks of the rivera 
and canals, in which only there was a proper 
depth of water, were fo lirongly fortified, as 
to render his approach to the city imprafti- 
cable. From fome of their forts he obliged 
die Spaniards to retire, but others were of fuf- 
ficient flxength to withftand his moft vigorous 
attacks. In order to avoid thefe, he broke 
down more dikes as he advanced, and in hi* 
progrefs, had feveral bloody engagements with 
the enemy. The blockade, however, remain- 
ed ftill as .clofe as ever. Boiflbt began to be 
apprehenfive of the iflue. Heaven feemed not 

^ The fpirit by which thefe men were a^aated, may be 
conceived from their method of dilHnguiihing themfelves; 
which WM by wearing a half moon on the r caps, with this 
infcnpttOD, Turks rather than papifts. Meteren, p. 140^ 

4. ta 



Digitized by 



Google 



144 HISTORY OF THE REIGN OP 

BOOK to favour his dcfiffn. The north wind con-* 

xni. 
1—^^—^ tinued much longer than had be^n ercr known 



»574. 



at the prefcnt feafon, and retarded the water ill 
its afcent. The prince of Orange, when Boif* 
fot entered upon this expedition, had becii 
' confined to his chamber by a dangerous illnefs. 
He was n,ow recovered, and came to vifit the 
admiral's dilpofition of his (hips, which he 
found to be exadly conformable to the dii-ec- 
tions which the States had given him ; but their 
dcfign, the prince perceived, muft prove abor- 
tive, and all their labour and expence be loft, 
unlefs the wind fhould change foon to another 
quarter, and the autumnal tides rife as ufual^ 

Tbeanziety ' WiTH extreme impatience they now cxpedlcd 
^heclti!^ the approach of thefe tides, which arc com- 
monly the fubjcft of their dread and terror. 
The fituation of the befieged was become the 
moft deplorable and defpcrate/ During icven 
weeks there had not been a morfel of bread 
within the city j and the only food had been the 
roots of herbs and weeds, and the flefti of dogs 
and horfes. Even all thefe were at length 
conlumcd j and the people reduced to live on 
foup made of the hides of animals which had 
been killed. A peftilence fucceeded . to the 
famine, and carried off in a few weeks fomc 
thoufands of the inliabitants. Thofe who fur- 
vived, overwhelmed with anguiih at the dif- 

mat 
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mal fccncs which they daily beheld; were fcarce- ^ %^r^ 
ly able to perform the mournful office of bufy-^ w-^./-^ 
ing the dead. In this dreadful fituation, they ^^^^* 
faw from their walls, the foils and flags of the 
veflels deftined for their relief ^ biit h^ld thd 
mortification to perceive, that it was utterljf 
impolTible for them to approach. It is riot 
furprifing that fome of the people, finding their 
mifery greater than they were able to endiirci 
Ihould have entertained the thoughts offurren- 
dering the town t<> the enemyii Some confpi-^ 
racieswere again formed for this purpofe; but 
lUey were difcovefed and defeated' By the vigi- 
lance of Douz^, fupported by a great majority' 
of the people, to whom neither the peftilehce> 
nor famii^e, nor death, in its mod hideotis: 
forms, appeared fo dreadful, as the tyraniiy ©f 
the Spaniards. 

But the time of their d^Hterahce i^o,^ at* Tiieir<i4H- 
hand ; and Heaven intcrpofed at laft in a con- T*'*^*"* 
ipicuous manner in their behalf* Towards the: 
end of September^ the wind changing from the 
north*caft tq the northHWeft, poured the oc^an 
into the mouths of the rivers with linconamroni 
viojlence> and then veering abodt to thfe ibuthy. 
it pufhed th€ water towards the pldris of Ley- 
den, till they Were converted into a fpacioust 
lakej in which the Spanilk fdhs "^Tere fcen 

Vol. H«^ t, ^feattercdi 
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t o o K fcattercd up and down, and many of them al- 
moft covered with the water. 



1574. 



. BoissoT fcized with ardor the opportunity 
whkh was thus presented to him. And though 
icveral of the enetny's fortifications ftill lay in 
the way by which it wa^ neceflary for him to 
advance, he fbon obliged the Spaniards to 
abandon them. The Zealanders purfued them, 
ibmetimes on foot along the dikes, and fome- 
times in their boats; and had feveral fierce 
rencounters with them, in which, from the ad- 
vantage which their boats afforded them, they 
were every where vi£t:orious. The fituation of 
the Spanifh troops at this time was truly de- 
plorable. Some were fwallowed up in the mud 
and water; and others attempting to march 
along the dikes, were either killed by the fire 
from the boats, or dragged down with hooks 
fixed to the ends of long poles, and put to the 
fword without mercy. Fifteen hundred perifti- 
ed in their retreat* 

All the forts were now forfaken, except the 
fort above mentioned, called Lammcen, of 
which, if tte Spaniards had kept pofi^ffion^ 
they might have retarded the approach of the 
fleet fof feveral days. This fort was much 
ftrongcr, and flood higher than the reftv But 
when the garrifon underftood. that their gener4 

had 
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kad 6edj atid that the ^^ealanders on the one ^ ^,^, "^ 
hand, iHd the bcfiegedon the other, were pre- 
paring to hitgin ah attackj^ they abandoned 
their ftation, and by torch light effedhiated a 
juhifkion with the rdft of thfe forces, in the middle 
of thfc riight* 

Ih thifri»annef Was the fiege of Leyden raif- 
ed, in the banning df the fifth month after 
the blockade was formed^ Boiflibt advanced 
Widiout delay to the gates of the city* The 
people, pale and meagre, ran, as their fmall 
remaina of ftrength would allow, to meet him i 
apd many of theni fo greedily devoured the 
food which he diftributed, that what was in- 
tended for their relief, proved the caufe of 
their inftatit defbuftion j for provifions of eve- 
ry kind in the city had been entirely exhaufted^ 
and the bcfleged Were fo weakened, that if the 
blockade had continued two days longer, they 
muft all have periflied ^. 

• They cff aped ftiH infsrc tialrrbwlf from IkUing Inta 
the hands of the enemy* In th^ night iminedlately pre-* 
ceding, and at the very time when th6 Spaniards were 
making their retreat from the fort ofLammen^'a great- 
part of the wall of the city having fallen down, the noife 
leA^hed the ears of t)ie Sp^jiiards i vrhb, if th^jr had 
known the caufe» mi^hc ha?e entered the town witkont re- 
fiftance. Bat^their dread reprefented the noife to their 
imaginations as the approach of the enemy, and ferved 
only Mf precipitate thcit flight; 

La Waxy 
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BoorK Whbn they were fomewhat rdrefhed with 
Vr-^r^ the food which BoifTot had brought^ they ac- 
'^^** companied the magiftrates to one of the 
churches, to render thanks to the Almighty. 
Never was any aflembly more deeply agitated. 
By the confideration of their fignal and uncx- 
pefted deliverance, when they were upon the 
brink of ruin > joined to their remembrance of 
the diimal fcenes which they had witncfled, 
and of the ^many friends and fellow-citizens 
whom the famine and peftilence had carried 
off, their minds were overpowered at once 
with gratitude and forrow. They were diflblv- 
cd in tears j and mingled together the voices of 
praife and of lamentation. 

. , The cotemporary hiftorians have further re- 
corded^ thaf when the prince of Orange receiv- 
ed information of the railing of the fiege, be- 
ing engaged in public worftiip in one of the 
churches at Delft, he flood up, and read to the 
audience the letters which contained the in- 
telligehee ; after ^hich, the States being con- 
vened/ a; tf5y of general thankfgiving was ap- 
pointed. \^. 

. The Spaniih army took thdir route by the 
way of Amfterdam and Utrecht, and attempt- 
ed to get poflcflioji of the laft of thefe places 
Syfurprifeji but the gzxts being ih^t ^ainft 
V them^ 
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them, ^d a contribution of money offered,, ^^^^^ ^ 
they were prevailed on to purfuc their march 
towards Maeftricht, where they were put into 
winter-quarters '. 

p Meteren, p*'t39* Mearfii Auriatas, p. i)o» Bendr 
voglio. p. 151. 

The Spaniards threw all the blame of the failure of their 
enterprife apon their general ; whom the/ accafed of hav- 
ing been remifs in his operations againft the town, on ac- 
count of a bribe of two hundred thoufand florins, which 
they alleged he had accepted, either from the States of 
Holland or from the people of Ley den. Whether there 
was any ground for this accufation, does not appear with 
fufiicient evidence. But the foldiers flew to arms, feized 
his perfon, and confined him, till he agreed to pay them 
the two hundred thoufand florins, which, they (aid, he had 
received from the Hollandeis* 
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BOOK >T^HE difficulties which die Spaniards en- 
k — Ji^ X countered in the feveral enterprifcs that 
w*' have been related, gave Philip a very different 
don. tor idea of the fpirit, vigour, and refource? of the 
malcontents, from what he had hitherto enter- 
tained 5 and determined him to liftcn to an of- 
fer, which his coufin the emperor Maximilian 
made at this time, of mediating a reconcile-* 
ment. Maximilian was prompted to interpofe 
his influence^ partly perhaps by concern for 
the intereft of his kinfman, but chiefly by his 
apprehenfion, that through the dole connec- 
tion which fubfifted between the Dutch and 
German proteftants, the flame which raged 
with fo much fury in the Low Countries, 
might at laft diflFufe itfelf into Gemiany, 
Having therefore interceded with Philip to 
grant the infurgents favourable terms, and ob- 
tained powers to negociate an agreement, he 
transferred thefe powers to count Scwartzen- j 
burg, whom he fent into Holland, in the be- | 
ginning of the year one thoufand five hun- 
dred and feventy-five, attended by feveral 
German nobleSt On the count's arrival in 
Dort, he had an interview with his kinfman 

the 
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the prince of Orange ; with whom he employ- * ^^^ * 
ed all his own influence, and that of the cm- v— v— -/ 
peror, from whom he broiight a confidential '^^^* 
letter to the prince. From the relpeft due to 
the emperor, William confented to a congrcfs 
in the city of Breda. But as he could not be 
periliaded, that Philip would be ever brought 
to offer conditions, which the States could ac- 
cept with fafety, he believed, that the treaty 
propofed would prove abortive, and therefore 
he exhorted the States to keep themfelvcs in a 
pofture of defence, and to profecute with 
vigour their preparations for renewing the war, 
when the congrefs fliould be diffolved. The . 
prince himfelf was not of the number of the 
deputies ; nor did thofe who were appointed,, 
duHigh lefs obnoxious to Philip's refentment, 
think it fafe to tnift themielves in the power of 
the Spaniards in Breda, till Romero, and 
Mondragone, and twp other perlbns of diftinc- 
tion^ were fent into Holland as hoftages. 

From the proceedings at this congrefs, and 
the mutual diftruft which the deputies difco- 
vered, the reader will eafily perceive the caufes 
which rendered ineffeftual, not only the pre- 
fent attempt, but likewife all the endeavours 
which were afterwards employed, during the 
Ipaceof forty years, to reconcile Jthc contend- 
ing parties. 

L 4 The 
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B o o ^ Xhe demands of the States of Holland and 

u^>-y~^ Zealand confiftcd qf two articles ^ that the gotf 

■ ^K ^' u yernor fhould immediately difmifs the foreign 

troops ; and that a generaj affembly of the 

States of all phe provinces ftioyld be held to de^ 

termipe the feveral points in cpntrqyerfyjf 

. whether civil or religious. 

In anlwer to thcfe requefts, the Spanifh de-r 
puties obferved, that it was unreafonable to 
jcall fhe Spaniards by the name of foreigners, 
fince they were equally the fubjcds of the king 
as the people of the Netherlands, and had 
done him the mpft fignal fervice, in that very 
country from which he was poif^ reqyeftpd to 
cxpe} them. Th^t the Germans, French, and 
EngUlh, in the fervice of the States, might 
• wi?h much greater propriety be denominated 
foreigners. That the king did not intend, in 
cafe peace were eftabliflied, tQ retaip the Spa- 
nifh troops in the Low Countries longer than 
neceflity Ihould require i but that it would be 
highly improper tp urge him any fufther on 
this fubjeft, as he cpuld not, coqfiftendy with 
honour, difmifs the forces in the prcfent pofture 
pf his affairs. They added, that after traur 
quillity was reflored, the king would not be 
averfe to the convocation of the States, nor op-r 
pofe their deliberating concerning fuch affairs 
as properly belonged to them. That he woulci 
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be ever rc^y tp lifter tp their counfel, an4 » o o^« 
would regulate his condyflt agreeably to it in s — v^ 
fvery thing that wa^juft and reafonabk. And '^^^ 
that, in the mean tiipe, he wa^ gra^ioufly 
pleaf64 tp make them ari pfier of ^ full indemtf 
nity of their paft oflfenccs, upgn the following 
eonditions: That all cities and forts^ with 
their artillery and ftores, fliould be delivered 
into his hapd^j that eyery hen^tical form of . 
wprfiiip ihould b^ profcribed \ and that all fuch 
perfbns as were unwilling to forfake their errors, 
ihould difppfe of their e£fe£ts and leave the 
country. 

To thefe declarations and ofibrs of the Spa^ 
niih dq)iities, thofe of the States replied^ that 
notwithftandihg what had been faid, they muft 
ftill aclbere to their firft requeftof having the 
provinces delivered from the oppreflion of the 
Spaniih and other foreign troops. Thefe 
tnx>ps were indeed fubjefts of the king of 
Spain ; but they were not fubjefts of the duke, 
of Brabant^ or the earl of Flanders, Holland, 
or any other of the provinces, in which there- 
fore they could not be fufFered to remain, with- 
out a violation of a fundamental law of the con- 
jRitution. It was true, that the French and 
Englifli troops were foreigners; but thefe 
p-oops had come into the Low Countries at the 
defirc of the States 5 they had never affumed to 

them- 
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i* o o K themfeiyts any (hare in the government, and 
%-i-.v-'-j were deemed neccffary by the States for their 
*5^5- defence againft the Spaniards 5 whereas the Spa- 
uiards had, from their firft entrance into the 
Netherlands, treated the inhabitants as ene- 
tnies and flares $ ^Md arrogated to themfelves 
levery important branch of the adminiftration, 
and had, onmany occafioiis,.exerciiedtJli^HiH)ft 
unrelenting cruelty, indidging, in the . moft 
abandoned manner, their lawlefB lull and 
aTarice, to tiK utter ruin of great numbfers of 
the mnocent and faithful Afibjefts o£ the king. 
It would be impoffible to reftore tranquillity to 
the provinces while thefe men were allowed to 
remain, nor were they friends to the king or 
the peace propofcd, whoadvifed hin) to re- 
tain them. If ^ fcrvice whicli the king had 
received from his Spanifli troops, were com^ 
pared with the mifchief erf which they had been 
the authors, it would be found that they had 
done infinitely grater harm than good 5 and 
* that, by fhe lawlefs rapine which they had 
exercifed, they had received much more than a 
fufficient compenfation for all their fervkes. 
The inhabitants of the Low Countries^ were 
confcious of having often contributed to ad- 
vance the glory of the Spaniih crown. Nor 
could even their late cpnduft, if jufUy con- 
fidered, be interpreted as a breach of tJieir 
duty to the kingy, fince they had never ojppofed 

hia 
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flit j»xiwifing wf ri&his whick i$p«itaiQ«4 ^> ^ ?^,3"^ 
him as fi)T6i:eigQi of the fifovmpef s an4 H^ s^^^i^ 
tkdttgh they hg4 ^nk^n up arms, tfcey had '^^s- 
pevtfr eipfderye^ ^em byt 19 vindicating thp^ 
rights aHd privUegea wHiph ;he king himfelf 
h44 fw9rn t3D jrnaiQtain^ or in defending thdr 
iives 9ad fortunesj their wivfs and childrei;i^ 
Agaiiift the violence and lawlefs tyranny of xhf 
Spsifuards* 

It gave then> much concern to find, that 
the king woy}d.not agree to funamQii an aifem- 
bly of thelSt^tes rill peace fliouJd be rcftored, 
9a they were convinced that no other means ib 
effe&ual coujd be devifed for eftablilhing peace 
on z firm and permanent foundation* It gave 
them ftill ^^reater concern to hear the deputies^ 
in the name of the king, exprefs themfelves, a$ 
if they looked i^n the States only as coyn^ 
iellorsj vho(i( advice he would or would not 
fdk>w, according a$ he fhopld judge e:q)eidient* 
This chey cQuld not help confidering as an inti- 
matioB, that the States were to be limited ii> 
tim exertifeof thicir authority 1 iuid if this was 
intended, no vfirful purpofe could be ferved 
by ^alliDg them C^jgether. With the condi-- 
tions annexed to the proffered indemnity, it 
was impoffibk they could connply. They 
codld not deliver the cities and forts into the 
)m^ 9( (H^ $paQi vdb without Uing appre- 

hcnflvc 
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BOOK hcniivc of the fraud exemplified in the fable 
\_ ^~ J of the war between the wolves and the Ihecpj 
'57S» in which the latter were perfuaded to give up 
their auxiliaries the dogs into the hands of 
their crafty foes. For they had not forgotteii 
' the fate of the counts Egmont and Horn, and 
many others, who repented, when it was tod 
iate, of putting faith in/ promifcs which their 
enemies could violate with impunity. -Anci 
widi refpeft to the other condition, that all 
heretics fhould quit the country, as they could 
tiot believe the religion now eftablifhed iii 
Holland and Zealand to be heretical; fo if all 
who had renounced the popilh faith were to be 
deemed heretics, and expelled from the Nether- 
lands, there would not be a fufficient number 
left to keep the dikes in repair; the country 
would be ftript of the greateft part of it^ inha- 
bitants, and ere long be buried in the waves* 
They concluded with intreating the deputies to 
take the reprefcntation they had made in good 
part, as proceeding from their zeal for the in- 
tereft of the king as well as of the provinces j 
and with praying Almighty God to infpire this 
king and his minifters with milder fentimenta 
than thofe which they had hitherto eQ[ibra,ced« 

In the reply which was made to this remon- 
ftrance, the Spanifli' deputies, after complain- 
ing of the fpirit ih which it was. compofed, faid 

that 
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that the king would fo far comply with the re- • o o k 
queft relative to the foreign troops» as to fend ^ — \r^ 
theai away immediately after the terms of '^^^' 
peace were fettled j provided the States would , 

at the fame time difmifs the foreigners in their 
lervice^ and deliver up the cities and Other for^ 
tified places. H^ would likewife fummon the 
aflbmbly of the States,, as foon as the prefent 
difturbances had fubfuled; but he could not^ 
conMently with his dignity, fubmit to their 
decifion, the conditions on which peace was to 
be eftablifhtd ; fmce this would be to abandon 
what he regarded as his peculiar prerogativGj 
and to allow them to prefcribe where it was 
their duty to obey* In particular, he was de;-* 
termined never to refer to their decilion thi 
important queftion concerning religion. The 
States, as well as the king, had fwom to main* 
tain the catholic faith; and no confideration 
would ever prevail on him to fuffcr them to de^ 
part from it in the fmalleft article. He was 
not afraid of depopulating the maritime pro* 
y'lnccs: by the expulfion of heretics j on the 
contrary, he believed that thcfe province^ ..- 
would flourifh more, fipr that tranquillity which 
xmity of faith woi^d enfure; and if the hereti* 
cal minifters were removed, he doubted nof 
diat the people would foon perceive the folTy 
into which they had been betrayed^ and retUCT 
into tJ|e boCom of the church, . , . Si 
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BOO*: Xhb deptities of Holland and Zealand, ^i^ 
^— ■ V ' ; ter cofnfultiHg their conftitxients, gavij ffte fol- 



m/^7# l^'wing as their ultimate reply^ Thjbt they wei^ 
linii Ml- willing to refer the feveral points of diflTerence^ 
Sutti. the difmifllon of th<r Spanifli troc^|)s^ the deli* 
vering of the cities^ Ibrts, and n>i)kary.ftores> 
tiie nature of the feeurity to be given for ftil-» 
filling the conditions of the peace^ and even 
the article of religioni to the general sd^^nbly 
of the States of all the provinces % ahd they 
were willing^ they faid, to make the kft of 
- Aefe conceffions> not from any intention of 
giving up their religion, which no confideratioii 
Would induce them to forfake i but from the 
deep Cdncem which they felt on account of the 
kmg continued calamities of their feUow-^citi^ 
zciis J to put an end to which, they were ready 
to abandon^ their native country, if the States 
iliould find it necefiary to eftabli(h a religbn^ 
with which their confciences would not fuffcr 
them to comply* 

Thfcoafc. CptTNT Scwartzenburg now perceived that 
Zm^^' no greater conceflion could reafqnably beex- 
petSled^ He reprefcnted to the governor, that 
cohfidering how deep the proieftant religiott 
Iwd ftruck its roota in the raaritimc provinces^ 
|he extirpation of it could not be fpeedily ac- 
condpliihed } and he urged him to grant a truce 
for fix months, during which time the exercii^i 
•'5 of 
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of that religion Ihould be permitted, and every book 
lenient meaftire employed to footh and conci- v — J^ 
llate the minds of the people. But Requefens '^^^^ 
!rad not audiority from the king to agree to this 
requcfl: j and he reftifed to grant even a truce of 
t^o months^ except on condition that the pro- 
teftants fhondd abftain from their mode of reli- 
^ous worfhip, and oblige their minifters im- 
mediately to quit the country. With this con- 
dition Count Scwartzenburg^ knew that the 
maritime pr<mnce^ would never be perfuaded 
to comply. He therefore dcfpaired of being 
;^xle to bring his negociation to the defired iflbe^ 
and fbon after fet out for Germany. The con* 
grcft was diffolved. The hoftages were rcftor- 
ed; and the contending parties, having their 
reftiAneiit more inflamed than ever, applied 
them&ives to the proiecution of the war ^. 

The deputies had ho fooner left Breda, than The wane* 
Requefens publifhed an edi6t, prohibiting all "*^ * 
communication with the mdcontents ; and im- 
mediacdy afterwards fent his troops, undet the jui; latb, 
ooulitde Hitl'ged, t6 lay fifcge to the town of 
Bureh > trtiich they fodh obliged to capitulate. 
From Buren they marched to Oude-water, and 
in ^i£« of »brave and vigortius defence, they 
toak itby ftorm; extfrcifing a* tliii place their 

» Ifctfren^^* 14^iS^» Bcn«iiiiBli^» Iii.^k. ab iiusla. ' 

wonted 
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BOOK wonted fury, and putting the garrifbn and all 
the inhabitants to the fword, without diftiAC-** 



■^r- 



^ 



'^^^* tion either of fex or age. Hierges proceeded 
next to Schowen upon the Leek. The prince 
of Orange made hafte to fend a reinforcement 
to the garrilbn. But the inhabitants, dreading- 
the fame fate as that of the people of OiBciewa* 
ter, obliged the garrifon to furrerider. After 
which, Hierges direfted his march towards 
Crimpen* Vitelli, in the mean time, with the 
forces under his command, reduced a number 
of places which lie between the Leek and the 
Vahal ; and Mondragone was no lefs fuccels- 
ful in the quarter of Holland, which borders 
upon Brabant. 

Tiie gover- BuT Rcquefcns did not incline that his tnpops 
ukcsfnr fl^o^ld pufh their conquefts in Hblland any for- 
Zealand *^ ^^^^ ^^ prcfcnt. In compliance with his in- 
ftruftions, he refolved to bend his whole atten- 
tion to the reduction of fome of the principal 
towns in Zealand, which Philip was defirqus^ 
of acquiring, for the reception'of a fleet to be 
fent from Spain. In order to accomplilh this 
defign, Requefens drew off his troops from 
Hollandj and had, fome time before, prepar- 
ed a number of flat^bottomed vcflcls, propbr-^ . 
tioned to the depth of the gulfs, and canals, lln 
thefe veffels he intended to have tranlported 
his troops to Zealand s but the prince of Orange 
z having; 
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Jiftviilg received inteUigence of hi$ defign> and 
collected a naval force of the fame kind^ much 
fuperior in number^ he relinquifiied his firft 
plan^ and adopted another that feemed equally 
difficult and dangerous* . This was to imitate 
what was done by Mondragone, when he raid- 
ed the fiege of Tergoes^ and to make the fol-^ 
diers wade through an arm of the fea^ which wa$ 
five miles broad. 

Ik the north*eaft parts of Zealand^ there are BoW «iid 
three iflands much larger than the reft; Tolen, t^rifeVr* 
Duveland, and Schowen^ Tolen, which lies lijd,f^*^* 
neareft to Brabant^ was in the hands of the 
Spaniards i and between this ifland and Duve-^ 
land, lies the little ifle of Philipflandj which 
is feparated from Duveland by the canal, or 
arm of the fea, over which Requcfens intended 
that his forces fhould pafs on footi It was 
known from fome experiments which had been 
made, that this canal was fordable ) nor was it 
quite fo broad as that which Mondragone's 
troops had pafled over to the relief of Tergoes* 
But there was Hill much reafon to fufpeA 
that the attempt would be found imprafti«> 
cable. 

Such df the ofii(!ei's as w^fe of this oplnioni 
oblerved, that there was a wide difference be-» 
tween the enteiprife in queftion^ and that of 

Voi,4 II. M Mondra- 
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B o o K MondragonCy ^rhak men htd no mother ob- 
ftacles to encounter but thofe of the paflage> 
'575- and needed only ftpongth and patience to en* 
fure fuccefs ; whereas^ in the prefent cafe, the 
enenny having taken the alarm, wene continual- 
ly upon the watch ; and the ford was in a man- 
ner befieged by their numerous veflels, which 
were ready to attack the Spaniards, when they 
would be unable to defend themfelves. And 
even allowing that they fhould furmount thefe 
difficulties, and effeduate their paflage, yet 
what remained for them, on their approach to 
the oppofite ihore, but to be attacked by a 
freih and vigorous enemy, advantageoufly poft* 
cd, before they could difentangle themfelves 
from the mud and waten 

V 

By thefe confiderations, fome of the princi- 
pal officers were induced to remonftrate againit 
the intended enterprise, as too hazardous and 
defperatc ; and they were of opinion, that no 
attempt ought to be made on Zealand till the 
fleet from Spain ihould arrive. But this pru- 
dent counfcl was not fuited to the bold ihtre- 
^pid fpirit which animated the greater part of 
the Spanifli officers. The remembrance of 
their former viftories, joined to their contempt 
of the malcontents, infpired them with «in- 
fidence of fuccefs ; and they were unwilling to 
xiivide the glory of their conquefts wth their 

country- 
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toniotptmn^ who wcic fuppofcxl (q be on their ^^^^ * 
israjr &<m 8pam. If thk enttiprifei faid ihty^ u>-v-w 
l)c iu^piifticible ia ikt. <iiy, why mjiy we no^ ^''** 
yo^rtil]^ If i^ ihenjg^l vhqA we ihal| eithiejt 
€Jude tb£ y^fl;^^^ ff th(: enfm^ ) Ofi if they 
gget ]|i%q;^JL^ of 9Ur fleGgns. y^t we ihall have 
^it^^on to ^rf^ ^eir e09tt8^ as tl^ey will 
be oUjgpd tp fire thqr gunf at randc^m^ aa4 
ijpend thf ir force in ain The troops, pofted oa 
the other f]4e to pppofe our laadingi will z&^ 
9s their countrymen have often done on fimilar 
i^ca/ion$« Jhr t}oldnef« of our adventure^ and 
the 4^npg pQuntenances of our men> will over« 
whefan their d^ardly fpirits with difmay and 
terror* 

lUot^tstics wa$ not naturally fond of rafh or ' 
dairing ciiterprifes j but being exceedingly de^ 
iirou9 to carry his fcheme of fubduing Zealan4 
ijQdto ipeedy execution^ he tranfported thre0 
thoiafand fele& troops, compofed c^ an equal 
ixuxrdber of Spaniards, Walloons^ andGermans^ 
to the iflc of Philipfland* Then having order- 
ed d'Ayila to attend him with the fleer, on 
board which he put one half of thefc forces, he 
f^ave the command of the other half^ deftinecl 
to attempt the paflage> to Ofono d'UUoa^ ^ 
JSpaftiih oJfiScf r of diftingui&ed CQurpge^ who 
itad wmoly exhorted him to ^ert^e ^ 
i}^ in4 finguljur exfMsditio^^ 
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BOOK On the 28th of September, as foon as it was 
^ — ,^ dark, and the tide had begun- to retire, UUoa 
'^^^* entered the Water at the head of his troops, 
with the guides before him. The troops were 
followed by two hundred pioneers; and the 
rear-guard was formed by a company of Wal- 
loons, commanded by an officer of the name 
of Pcralta. They could march only three men 
a-brcaft, on the top of a ridge of earth or 
fand, and were often obliged to wade up to the 
ihoulders, and to bear their muflcets on their 
heads, to preferve them from the water. They 
iiad advanced but a little way, when the Dutch 
and Zealanders approached, and began a furi- 
ous difcharge of their finall arms and artillery* 
And not fatisfied with this, many of them leap- 
ed into the water, and with hooks fattened to 
the ends of long poles, laid hold of the fol- 
diers, opprcfled with the weight of the element 
through which they toiled; maffacring fome, 
and plunging others in the waves. Nothing 
but the darknefs of the night, which prevented 
the two fquadrons of the enemy's fliips from 
afting in concert, could have faved the royalifts 
from deftruction. But, notwithftanding the 
difficulties under which they laboured, they 
perfifted bold and dauntlefs in their courfe, ex- 
horting and aflifting one another; and without 
quitting their ranks, repelling the enemy, and 
defending thenifelves as well as« .their defperate 

circum- 
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circumftajticeS Would allow. Their calamities ^ ^^^^ 
increafed as they approached to the oppofite ^— -v^ 
fhore. For bcfides, that their vigour was im- '^^^' 
paired, they had deeper water to pafs, and the 
enemy's Ihips could come nearer to the ford. 
At laft, however, they reached the land, in 
time to fave themfclvcs from deftruftion. The 
banks were lined with a numerous body of 
troops; and if thefe troops had behaved with 
an ordinary degree of relblution, it is impof- 
fible that the Spaniards, drenched as they were 
with mud and water, and cxhaiifted with fa- 
tigue, could have flood before them. But un- 
fortunately, in the beginning of the attack, 
their commander was killed, by an accidental 
Ihot of one of his own men. Confternation 
feized his troops, and they fled in the moft 
ds^ardly manner, before an enemy unable to 
purfue. 

This extraordinary adventure^ though it fuc- 
ceeded beyond what could jufUy have been ex- 
pefted, was not executed. without lofs. The 
pioneers were all either overtaken by the tide, 
or deftroyed by the enemy. The rear-guard 
under Peraita fayed themfelves by returning 
back. Of the troops under UUpa, a confidcr- 
able number was killed or drowned, and others 
wounded. But among the killed there was 
only one perfon of diftinftion, named Pacheco; 
M 3 concerning 
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'xin "^ concerning whom it is recordfed, thut being 
V-v—' voundcd by a mufket'-lhot, and Unable to ad- 
*^^*' vance, and ifome of his men wgmg him to 
fufier them to bear him on their ihoulders $ he 
replied» *^ That would fcrvt only to retard 
your march. My wound is mortal; I di^, 
and not without fbme hoAouri in fo glorious 
m enterprife/' Saying this^ he Aink down in^ 
to the waters 

Whbv the Dutch and Zealande^s faiir thatj 
in fpite of their oppofitioni the royalifts had ac-» 
compliflied their defign^ they quitted the ca-» 
nal^ and went to grre notice of what had hop^ 
pened to the inhabitants of the fea^port towni^ 
whkh they fuppofed the enemy tntmded to at-* 
tack> ftequefem^ hnmediatefy isud hold of th« 
Opportunity which their departure afljbrded 
him^ tp traniport the reft of his forces to Duve-^ 
land ; where they joined their companions^ and 
fbgn con^pelled Ml the |)rot¥^aQt troc^s on the 

^ BendTOglio» p. |6S, TUs liiftori«i jg^vm iht^kmt 
tmthority for the above- neniio^ed particulars, as for dioTe 
^f thp parage at Targoei ; the tcftimony of ^iva8» gover? 
l)or of Csmbray, who was an a&or ih both» 

The Spaniards were not a little etiCoQr^ged hy sa ap^ 
pearance then rare, bfit feice ftmiUar lal coibnioa, «ti 
Aurora Borealis, Or northern Kght; which Aion^ all thfs 
lime of their paffdge» aad^which they iAt9rprete4 as a^^ 
|yro9£}it hj Heaven in tlieir b^}i9tlf* 

lflan4 
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ifland to fly aver to Ziriciiee, the capital of & o o ic 
Schowen, 



The teduftion of that city was the imme- 
diate aixl principal objeA of the prefent expe- 
dition. For belides^ that Rcquefens hoped> by 
poifefling Ziricfee^ to be able to dillurb the 
communication between Holland and Zealand» 
he confidered it as the fitted place for the re- 
ception of the reinforcement which he exped- 
ed from Spwi ; and he intended to make it the 
feat of his ftrength in that quarter^ till he 
ihould coUeft a naval force fufBcicnt to enfure 
the fonqueft of Middleburg^ Flufliing, and 
the other towns in Walchercn. Towards Zi- 
ricfcc, the army now commanded by Mondra- 
gone, proceeded without <lelay. Before they 
could reach it, they found it neceflary to pafs 
over the canal, which feparates Duveland from 
Schowen, and on the oppofite fide of which 
they faw the enemy prepared to dilpute their 
pailage. This did not deter them from the 
profecution of their defign. Animated by the 
example of their leaders, they leaped without 
hefitation into the canal, which was near a» 
league over, having the bottom full of mud, 
and advanced forward with fuch undaunted in- 
trepidity, that the enemy, regarding them with 
aftonilhment, abandoned their ftation, and left 
the paflage free and undifputed. 

M 4 MONDRA- 
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MoNDRAGONE would havc immediately be- 
gun the fiege of Ziricfee, but thought it neccf- 
The^ltf ^^^ before-hand to make himfelf matter of ccr- 
r>te defence tain pofts, which the Zealanders had fortified, 

of Bom- r » > 

inene. Jn Order to fecure the communication between 
the inhabitants of that town, and their friends 
in the other iflands and on the continent, Thcfc 
forts were three in number; one on the fouth 
near fiorendam^ and the other two called 
Prowerlhaven and Bommcnc, on the north 
^nd caft. Through the imprudent confidence 
of the Spaniards, who made an affault on the 
firfl: of thefe forts top foon, it coft the lives of 
fixty of that nation, with Peralta their com- 
mander i befidejj a confiderable member of Ger- 
mans and Walloons, The fort of Bower- 
fhaven fubmitted without refiftancci but that 
of Bommene, which was better fortified, was 
likewifc more valiantly defended than the other 
two. Du Lis, a French officer, comnrianded 
the garrifon, confifting of Germans, French, 
and Englilh ; into whofe breafts he had infufcd 
the fame generous and dauntlefs fpirit with 
which he himfelf was animated. The behavi- 
our and fate of this braye determined garrifon 
deferves a place in hjftory. At the time of 
high water their fortification was impregnable, 
as at that time the fea filled both the ditch 
which furrounded it, and a canal which paffed 
thfpugh it; but at low water and for fome 

l^ours 
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hours before and after that time, the ditch was ^ ^^ ^ 
fordable^ and the enemy could advance to the ^^' ^ ' > 
very foot of the wall., Both Requefens and '^'^' 
ViteUi had come to direA the operations of the 
fiege. Agreeably to their commands^ the ' 

royaIifts> after approaching as near as poflible 
to the ditch, by means of trenches, opened a 
large battery, which continued firing upon the 
fort for two days inceffantly, till a fufficient 
breach was made. Then waiting till the wa- 
ter had retired, they made a furious aflault; 
but the befieged withftood their moft vigorous 
efforts, and at laft obliged them to retire, with 
the lofs of a hundred and fifty killed, and twice 
that number wounded. The Spaniards enraged 
on account of their repulfc and lofs, returned 
to the afTault next day, and began to ftorm the 
fort on different fides at the fame time. Both 
parties were* highly agitated with fury and de- 
Ipair, and both were alike determined either to 
die or conquer. The profpeft of the return- 
ing tide wrought equally on the fears of the 
aflailants, a^nd the hopes of the befieged. The 
former knew, that if they did not carry their 
pdint foon, they muft a fecond time fufFer the 
ihame and (laughter of a repulfe, and the lat- 
ter confidered, that if they could hold oyt ^ 
few hours longer, the water would deliver theni 
for the prefent, and the enemy.be perhaps de- 
terred from renewing the aflault, Incited by 

thefc 
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vo o It theie rcfleftionsj the eombaunti on both fides 
i...-v^ exerted all their vigour> and difplayed. a degree 
'^'*' of fortitude and prowcfs, which feldom occurs 
in the annals of hiftory. Each perfon regard* 
lefs of his fafety^ and intent only, upon annoy^ 
iijg the enemyj the conflift was as bloody and 
deiperatej as the time was criti(:al and impor* 
tant* It had lafted for near fix hoursj and 
many of the braveft on both fides had fallen* 
At laft^ the aflailants^ perceiving the quick 
approach of the tide, and coUedbg and exert* 
ing at once their whole force, overpowered the 
befiegcd ¥dth their numbers^ and burft forward 
irrefiftibly within the walls of thp forts in which 
the ganrifon ftiU continued to refiftj till there 
was not a fingle perfon left to enjoy the glory 
of fo iUuftrious a defence. . The royalifts paid 
dear for their vidoryj above two hundred 
men^ befides thofe who had fallen in the firft 
aflfault^ were killed upon the fpot^ and a iiu;ich 
greaternumber wounded % 

Thefiegc They now proceeded to the fie^e of Zi- 
riciee ^ and in this undertaking ^eir difficulties 
were greatly augmented, and the fiege pro- 
longed by a reiblution of the inhabitants, who 
had brdken down the dikes of the canal, and 
laid the adjacent country under water. This 

' Meorfii Aunacus* p. 14.7. 
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«wafare, of -vAeth the States of Holland had > o o k 

XIII* 

lately fitt tiie example during die fiege <^Ley« ^ ^ ,i 
den^ (hewed how fimily dettrmined the cid* M^** 
zen$ wcfe to make a vigorous defence^ and ren« 
dered impradticible all the ordinary methods 
cf condu&ing fieges> by trenches^ batten^ 
and aflaults. Mondragone perceivedi thit the ' 
redpAion of Ziiicfee moft be a work of con- 
fiderable time^ and that the onlf expedieiic 
which he could employ, was to block it up on 
rrcry fide, fo as to prevent the entrance of 
iupplies* Thcfe it could receive only by the 
way of a fmall canal dug from Ziricfee, to the 
great one above mentioned, which feparates 
Sdiowco fiom the ifle of Duveland* 

In order to ibcure the conununication be^ 
tween thefe canals, the Zealanders had fortified 
the bank5 of the fmaller, where it is joined to 
the greater I and while they retained pofleflion 
of the battei^ies which they had planted there, 
dicy fecurcd a free entrance to the Ihips which 
were fcnt from Holland and Walcheren with 
Ibpplies. To deprive them of this refource, 
dAd lock up the moudi of the fmall canal, was 
t6e firft and principal ofoje& of Mondragione's 
atXenticHi* For this purpofe he ilatiOned his 
Alps in thofe parts where the water was deepeft; 
^nd formed in the moft fhailow psrts, an efta- 
grade^ a work of a prodigious labour, which 

employed 
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BOOK employed his troops for fereral months, and 
t_ -^- If was attended with confiderable bloodfhed. By 
«57S« perfeverance, however, he brought it at laft 
to a doncluflon; and then having drawn an* 
other ftacado of the fame kind, from, an ifland 
which lay in the entrance of the canal, he join* 
ed the two ftacados together by ftrong iron 
chains, and thus rendered all accefs imprac- 
ticable. 

During theprogrefs of thefe operations, the 
proteftants enibraced every opportunity of in- 
troducing fupplies into the citys and they 
were greatly favoured by the feafon, which was 
fo much milder than ufual, as to leave the 
river and canals navigable through the whole 
of winter. But in the be^nning of February, 
the enemy's works were completed, and frona 
that time, all attempts to relieve the befiegc;d^ 
by the way of the finall canal, proved ineffec- 
tual. Their friends were therefore obliged to 
turn to another quarter. 

In the beginning of the ficgc feveral cuts 
had been made in the dike of the great canals 
on the fide of Schowen, in order, as was misn«* 
tioned above, to overflow the countty. Through 
one of thefe cuts, near the village of Dreifcherv 
the prince of Orange propofed to convey fup- 
plies to Ziricfee acrpfs the inundation ; and h:^ 
% committed 
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<!oinmitt^ the execution of his^iefign to count boor 
Hohenloe, a German nobleman of the moft y,, -yly 
unqueftionable fpirit and refolution; but a V^^* 
ftorm arifing^ and the Spaniards having CQ* 
camped moft of their forces^ and planted bat^ 
tcrics on the dike, clofe by the cut, they 
obliged Hohenloe to retire. The prince, not 
difcouraged by this check, prepared to make a 
fecond attempt with a more powerful armannent. 
And in order to animate his troops, he relblv-- 
ed to conduct the enterprife himfelf. 

He reached Dreifcher, and a{^roached the The prince 
cut, at the timeof high water. In the begins atto^fTii 
ning of the attack he threw the enemy into con- JSr" lu**' 
fufion, made .confiderable flaughter among ^ 

them, and carried off fome pieces of cannon 
from their batteries. But the Spaniards, rouz- 
ed by the danger which threatened them, 
quickly recovered their ftations, and made a 
bold and vigorous refiftance, till the tide began 
to retire j when the prince perceiving it to be 
imprafticable to advance, was obliged, in or« 
dcr to fave his fleet from dcftru&ion, to return 
into the great canal. BoifTot the admiral, whole 
flup was much larger than the 4:eft, did not re- 
treat in time; and his Ihip having ftruck 
againft the bottqm, he himfelf, and about three 
hundred of his crew, either periftied in the 
vaves^ or were killed by the enemy. This was 

the 
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«lie Uft attempt <<>r the relief of the befieged) 
» who being at length overpowered with their 
mifcrics, agreed to fiirrender <hc town into the 
hands of Mondragonei and that general> de^ 
firous to |)ut a period to fo tedious an enter** 
prife, gfintcd them fuch favourable terms as 
they were willing to accept \ 

Tnti liege hadlafted near nine months> and 
during all that time had occupied die greateft 
part of the Spaniih anny. 

But before the furrende^r of Ziriclee, other 
events had happened^ which rendered thofe 
that haVe been related of frnaH importance to 
tidier paifty i and which^ while they difappoint-* 
ed the hdpes entertained by the Spaniards of 
completing the comjueft of Zealand^ in a great 
meafure delivered the conlbderaces from thofe 
difquieting appreher£ons which the late iucce& 
of the Spanifii arms was calculated to excite. 
The firft of thefeisvents was the deadi of Vitelli> 
^who waS) without 6omroveriy> the ableft> and 
moft expWienced gkadral at that time in tlic 
Netherlands* 



Death of 

Requeicntft 



ViTELtr^s death was quickly followed by ^t 
of Requefens* la carryii^ .99 (the fiege of 
Ziricfee^ onuch greater fumii had bopp ncQe^l^ 

* Mcteren^ p. 155* jBeativqgUo^ p. ifo. 
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than he was able to fupply. From Spjun, he book 
knew that, confidering the exhauftcd condition i,^*vl-i 
of the king's finances \ occafioned by his war '^^** 
with the Turks, no money could be expefted ; 
and the States of fuch of the provinces as re- 
tained their allegiance, were either unwilling, 
or unable to comply with his demands. Thus, 
great arrears were due to his troops, and they 
had already begun to mutiny, and to exercifc 
the moft intolerable oppreffiqn on the people; to 
whom he had been obliged to grant the liberty 
^f wearing arms for their defence, from a well- 
grounded apprehenfion, that if he had notpeN 
mitted them to do this, they would have done 
it without his authority "• 

Requesens had too much fenfibility, and too 
little ftrength of mind, either to endure pa- 
tiently the mortifications, or to encounter re- 
folutely the difficulties, to which he was ex- 
pofed. His vexation and chagrin preyed in- 
ceflantly on his health and Ipirits, and at length 
brought on a fever, of which he died in a few . 
days 3 leaving behind him a much higher cha- 
radter for civil, than for military accomplifh- 
ments, in which he was confefledly much infe- 
rior to his predeceflbr the duke of Alva ''. 

^ Meteren, p« 1564 

■' This liberty had been taken from them hy the dake 
•FAIva. 
^ Thuanost torn. iii. p. 464^ Strada^^ torn. ii. p. )> 
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FTER the death of Requefens, who had » o o. ^^ 
been prevented from nominating his ' — sr^ 
fucceflbr by the violence of his difeafe, the «,/^^^' 
council of ftate aflumed the reins of govern- 7**"**"/^* 
ment j and as the king hefitated for fome time couacu ot 
in his choice of a governor, he found it necef- ***' 
fary to confirm their authority* 

This revolution afforded great fatisfaftion 
to the people of Holland and Zealand ; who 
flattered themfelves with hopes, that now, when 
the adminiftration was lodged in the hands, of 
their fellow-citizens, the war would not be car- 
ried on with the fame animofity and ardor as 

Vol. II. N before. 
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BOOK before. At firft, however, the council cntcr- 
i-^-y-^-^ cd heartily into the late . governor's (iefigns, 
'5^^* and profecuted, with vigour, the plan of ope- 
rations which he had left unfinifhed. And 
they continued t6 do fo till their attention Was 
called to objefts of a ftill more interefting na- 
ture, than the reduftion of the maritime pro- 
vinces. 

[hrs^^n^A • '^"^ Spahiffi eavairy had^ as alrdady nten- 
troopi. tioned, begun to mutiny before the death of 
Requefens. Diirmg the fiege of 'Zirictee, the 
infantry remained obedient to their comman- 
ders, partly from being kept in perpetual em-^ 
ployment, and partly from the hopes of en- 
. riching themfelves by the plunder of that city ; 
but being difappointed in thefe hopes by the 
jarticles of the capitulation, and large arrears 
bjeing due, to the payment of which even the 
contributions of the people of 'Ziridee were 
not applied', they flew to arms, depctfed their 
officers, eleddd others, and 'a commander in 
chief from among themfehresj and then, h'sfv- 
ing fworn mutual fidelity over the facred hoft, 
they abandoned all their conquefts which had 
coll them fo much labour and blood, andpaff- 
€d over to Brabant; intending to tak? poffcf- 

• Wctcrcn fays, that the Walloons laid hold of the mo- 
ney, and with great dexterity excluded the'Spantardi'frota 
the town. 

'fion 
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(Ion of fome confiderable fortified place, from ? ^^ ^ 
Wiicnce they might make excurfions, and plun- 
der t^e neighbouring townis and villages. 

T^B council of ftatc lent count Manfvelt to They fi«*e ' 

on AlloAi 

appeafe them j but no offers or promifes which 
the coynt was empowered to make, could di-^ 
vert diem from their dcfign. They hoped, by 
the rapidity of their march, to have entered 
Bruflbls by furprife; but both the inhabitants 
and garriibn were prepared to oppofe them* 
They &iled likewife in an attempt on Mechlin* 
Then leaving Brabant, they turned fuddenly 
tow;ar4is Alloft in f landers i and made them- 
felves mafters of that town, by climbing over 
the walb, in the middle of the night> when 
the citizens were off their guard* They could 
not have acquired poffeffion of a place more 
fuitablc to their defign ; as it was fituated in 
the midft of a rich and fertile country, and lay 
at nearly an equal diftance from Bruffels, Ghent^ 
and Antwerp, They had no fooner displayed 
the ftandard of rebellion in Alloft> than they 
were joined by moft of the other Spanilh troops 
in the Low-Countries j after which, they be- 
gan to exercife every fpecies of violence and 
outrage, both ^ainft the citizens and the in- 
habitants (^ the country round. 

N a Th| 
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BOOK The prince of Orange remained not idle or 
i.i^-v-^ unconcerned in this critical conjunfture. He 
'^^^' had too much fagacity not to difcern, and too 
much zeal and dexterity not to avail himfelf of 
fo favourable an opportunity of advancing his 
defigns. By his letters, and emiffaries, he 
endeavoured to roufe the Ipirit of the people, 
and to perfuade the council, " .That now was 
the time when they might deliver themfelves 
for ever from the tyranny of Spain. By the 
good providence of God, the government had 
fallen into their own hands. It ought to be 
their unalterable purpofe, to hold faft the 
•power which they poffeffed, and to employ it 
in delivering their fellow-citizens from that 
intolerable load of mifery under which they 
had-fo long groaned. The meafure of the ca- 
lamities of the people, and of the iniquities of 
the Spaniards, was now full. There was no- 
thing worfe to be dreaded than they had already 
fufFered ; and nothing to deter them from rc- 
folving either to expel their rapacious tyrants, 
or to perilh in the glorious attempt." 

They are These exhortations, enforced by accounts 

declared re- t • i ^ j r i . . 

bei^ by the which were propagated of the enormmes com- 
mitted by the Spanifli troops, found an eafy 
admittance into the minds of perfons of all 
ranks. The council of ftate were no lefs in- 
flamed 



council. 
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flamed than the people -, and relblved to publilh 
an edid, declaring the Spaniards to be rebels 
againft the king. Barlaimont, Manfvelt, Vi- /^^^' 
glius, even the Spanifh officers of the higheft 
rank, and.Rhoda, prefident of the council of 
tumults, feemed at firft inclined to concur with 
the other counfellors i but perceiving that th^ir 
refentment was not confined to the mutineers, 
but extended likewife to all the friends of the 
Spanifh government, they be^an to alleviate 
the outrages of the foldiers, and openly oppof- 
ed the publication of the edift ; alleging, that 
troops which had mutinied on account of not 
receiving their pay, could not juftly be con- 
fidered as rebels; and that the edidt would 
ferve only to exafperate them ftill more againft 
the people, while the council was not provid- 
ed with force fufficient to rcftrain their excefles. 
But thefe reafons w^re held in great contempt 
by a majority of the council j who, having ex- 
pelled the diffenting members, accufed them 
of holding correfpondence with the mutineers, 
and threw them into prifon. Then having 
elefted the duke d'Arfchot for their prefident, 
in the room of Vigliusj they publifhed an edidt 
in terms ftrongly calculated to increase the 
odium againft the Spanifh troops; calling on 
the people to concur with them in driving out 
that lawlefs and rapacious crew, who, under 
.the pretext of procuring payment of their ar- 
N 3 rears. 
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* XIV ^ ^^^^s, would, if they were not fpeedily pre* 
u-v^ — I vented, bring utter ruin upon the Nether- 
:'''- lands, ' 

Hoftiiitiet Nothing could have been niorc confonant 
Spaniards to the general fpirit of the Flemings, than the 
UVf ' fentiments contained in this edidt. It ferved 
{IS fuel to that flame which Was already kindled, 
and which now burft out with redoubled vio- 
lence. To give greater weight to the niea-» 
fures which bad been already taken, and to 
thofe which they intended to purfuc, the ^^oun-* 
cil called an alFembly of the States j and all 
the provinces, Luxemburg excepted, fent de-^ 
puties to attend. This aflenribly had no fooner 
met than hoftilities were begun. The citadel$ 
of Antwerp, Ghent, Valenciennes, and Utrecht 
were in the hands of the Spaniards, Romero 
commanded in Liercs; and Maeftricht vas 
garrifoned by fome companies of German in- 
fantry. To acquire poflefliori'of thefe impor- 
tant fortrelTes, and to prevent the iSpaniih 
troops from uniting themfelves into one body, 
tivere the objefts upon which the States beftow- 
«d their firft and principal attention. They 
were fuccefsful in gaining over to their fide the 
regiments of Walloons in the Spanifh fervicc i 
and they raifed To great a number of militia of 
fhecountryi as, when joined with the Waiioons^^ 
formed a eonfiderable body of troops. 

The 
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The Spaniards, on the other hand, proinpi:- ? o o k 
cd by Rhoda, and animated by the brave and v ^' j 
a&ivc d'Avila, e^^erted themfelves no Icis ftr^- '^7^' 
jiuoufly in counterafting their defigns. Anpf- 
ficcr of the name of Vargas, having drawn to- 
gether eight hundred horlc in thp neighbour- 
hood of Maeflricht, had advanced as far as 
Vifenach, in his w^y to AUoft, in hopes of pre^ ' 
vailing on the mutineers to aft in concert with 
him. At Vifenach he was met by two thou- 
fand foot and fix hundred horle, which the 
States had fent to oppofe him. But the Sp^ni- 
Ards were not {q much inferior in number, as 
Jthey were fuperior in military difcipline. Var- 
gas fupplied his want of infantry by making a 
^company ofBurgundians quit their horfes. The 
Flemiih troops, though they began the attack 
.with great impctuofity, fell foon into diforder; 
and the Spaniards broke ip upon their ranks, 
and put them to flight, with confidcrablc 
iUughter. 

Vailgas continued his route to AUoft^^i and 
Sf^ fecdnded, in his application to the mu- 
tineers, by d'AviU and Romero; but neither 
Skf^ unportunity of their officers, nor a regard 
.to.tfae honour of their nation, or to their per^ 
.fi^nal fafety, could overcome their obftinate re- 
folution to remain in AUoft, till they Ihould re* 
ccive payment of their arrears. From AUoft, 
N 4 Vargaa 
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Vargas led his troops, with the utmoft expedi- 
tion, to Maeftricht, which^ he was informed, 
the Germans in garrifon there had agreed to 
deliver to the States. The execution of their 
defign had been retarded by fome companies 
of Spaniards, a part of ^hom were in pofleflion 
of one of the gates, and the reft ftationed in the 
town of Vich. This town lies on the eaft fide 
of the river, and is connecled with Maeftricht 
•by a bridge over the Maefe. Vargas, having 
tranfported his troops, and joined his country- 
-mcn at Vich, had a ftiarp engagement with the 
townfmen upon the bridge ; but as they were 
not fupported by the Germans, he foon com- 
pelled them to retire. They paid dear for this 
attempt to aflert their liberty. The Germans, 
inftead of adling as their friends, united with 
•the Spaniards, and both together plundered the 
. town without mercy **, 



The racking BuTthe mcmory of the calamities.which the 
of Antwerp people of Maeftrfcht experienced on this occa- 
niwdi. ^*" fion, was effaced by thofe which foon after- 
wards befel the citizens of Antwerp. The 
• States had laboured in vain to perfuade the 
. Spanifti garrifon in the citadel to deliver it into 
their hands* They now refolved to compel 
them 3 and, with this view, they had brought 

* Metercn, p. 164. Bentivoglio, p. 178. 
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into the city a numerous body of Walloons and ^ook 
other troops. They had much rcafon for that v— -v-^ 
folicitude with which they defired to get pot- *^^^ 
feffion of. this important fortrefs; which, on 
the one fide, communicated with the town, by 
a Ipacious efplanade, and on the other, with 
the adjacent country. The States were not 
fufficien^ily aware of the danger to which, from 
thefc two circumftances united, the city of 
Antwerp was expofed. Champigny "" the go- 
vernor had endeavoured to roufe their atten- 
tion to this danger, and had earneftly exhorted 
them to block up the efplanade by batteries and 
trenches j and, at the fame time, to order all 
the troops that could be fpared, to encamp 
without the town, fo as to prevent the Spani- 
ards at Alloft and other places from entering 
the citadel. But they wholly negleded the 
latter part of this advice, and they were too 
late in beginning to put the former in execu- 
tion. They believed that the garrifon would 
not venture to fally out upon the town, in 
which there was fo great a number of troops 
to oppofe them 5 and they flattered themfelves 
with the hopes of being able to compel them to 
furrender, before they could receive afliftance 
from their countrymen. For this purpofe, two 

*^ He was brother to cardinal. Gran velle»' and was as 
averfe from the Spaiu(h intereft as hi^ brother was at* 
tached to it. 

ftrong 
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BOOK rfrong batteries were planted on the efplanadc j 

A ..^j^ while the townfmen were employed, either in 

'57<' pufliing forward the trendies, or in raifing 
mopnds for the fecurity jof the town. 

The fiege o£ the caftle of Ghent was carried 
on at the fame time, and the States had con- 
iceived the moll fanguine expeftatiQns of fuc- 
icefsi when the noife of the artillery reached 
^om both places to the mutineers in AUoft ; 
«nd, awakening in them Ibme fparks of their 
native warlike ferocity, produced a more 
powerful efFeft upon their minds, than all 
•the exhortations and entreaties of their com- 
manders. 

Navarese, 4iieir leader, feized dexteroufly 

this opportunity which their prefent difpofition 

afforded him j and, calling them together, ex- 

Jiorted them to refleft upon the folly pf fuffer- 

:ing thefortrefles'befieged to fall into the hands 

(Of the Flemings. « That artillery,'' faid he, 

" which is now thundering in our ^ars, is 

dtevclkd againfl: us, no lefs than againft the gar- 

:rifons of Ghent and Antweip. When the 

jFksfnings fhall ihave fubdued the Keft of our 

(Copntrymen, can.we douht.that they will next 

turn their arms againft -us, who are the j)rin- 

dpal objefts of their refentment? Can you 

imagine that the States wilj^ then lend a more 

favourable 
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favourable car^ than at prcfent, to your re- ^ ^^^ 
quefts ? Believe me, they will ere long extin^ l. — /-l-i 
guifh the debt which they owe you, in your **^^* 
blood. Let us itiarch inftantly to the relief of 
the citadel of Antwerp. We fhall foon oblige 
the enemy to raife the fiege. We fhall, in 
fpite of the townfmen, and the raw troops which 
they have brought to their affiftance, make 
otirfelves matters of the richeft city in the world, 
and take ample revenge for the unworthy treat- 
ment we have received/* 

Hi would have proceeded; but was pre- 
vented by Ihouts of applaufe, and exclamations 
from every quarter, to amnis ! to arms! They 
were now as impatient to leave Alloft, as they 
"had formerly been reluftant, On the third 
day of November, and only a few hours before 
funfet, they began their march ; hoping to 
'rtlch the citadel of Antwerp early next morn- 
ing, unobferved by the enemy. Havings found 
greater difficulty in paffing the Scheld than 
they e!jcpefted, they did not arrive till noon ; 
notwithftanding which, being joined by four 
hundred horfe, under Targas and Romero, 
^ho had afted in concert with Navarefe, they 
entered the citadel, without meeting with the ^ 
ieaft oppofition. The citizens were no foon^r 
infqrmeci of their arrival, than they fufpefted 
their defign, and were filled with the mbft 

dreadful 
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dreadful apprehenfions. Champigny the go- 
vernor, whofe advice had been io unfortunately 
*57^' difregar4ed, faw the approaching ftorm, and 
did every thing in his power to avert it. 

But the impetuofity of the mutineers did not 
leave him time for completing the arrangements 
which he intended. Thefe men, impelled at 
once by avarice and revenge, rejedked with 
jdifdain the invitation given by d'Avila to re- 
pofe and refrefli thcmfelves after their march. 
With rage and fury in their countenances, 
they demanded the fignal to advance ; calling 
out, that they were determined, before night, 
either to perifli in tKe conflift, or to fix their 
quarters in the city. They were in number 
between two and three thoufand, and the gar- 
rifon, together with the troops brought by 
. Vargas and Romero, ampunted nearly to the 
fame number. Navarefe led on the mutineers, 
and the remainder were commanded by Ro- 
mero. Nothing could exceed the intrepidity 
,with which thefe two determined bands, ^ vying 
with each other, attacked the trenches. The 
citizens difplayed, at the firft onfet, great 
bravery and refolution ; but> being unable 
long to withftand the impetuous attack of the 
• Spaniards, and being galled at the fame time 
by the artillery of the citadel, they at length 
g^vc way, and fled with precipitation along 

the 
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the two ftreets which lead from the parade into • <> ^ ^ 
the centre of the city. The Spaniards were ^" ^ ^ 
feconded by their cavalry j which bore down *^' ' . 
all before them, and followed clofe upon the 
rear of the vanquilhed, till they reached the » 
great fquare, in the centre of which, jfhuidsthe 
Guildhall or Palace. There the fugitives, be- 
ing joined by fome frefh troops, made a halt, 
and rallied; but they were ibon broken a 
fecond time, and would have been all cut to ' 
pieces, if they had not taken Ihelter in the 
palace, and in houfes of the fquare. From 
the windows they kept, for fome time, a brifk 
fire upon the enemy, and did confiderable exe- 
cution ; but the Spaniards, who were accom- 
panied by the retainers of their camp, fet fire 
to the houfes, with hay, ftraw, and other com- 
buftible materials, not fparing even the palace 
itfelf i which was efteemed one of the richeft 
and moft magnificent in the world. It was 
quickly reduced to afhes ; and of thofe who 
had taken refuge in it, fome perifhed in the 
flames, and fome by the fword, in attempting 
to efcapc, while others frantic with defpair 
flung themfelves headlong from the windows •*• 

TttE Spaniards then difperfed themfelves 
over the city 5 overpowering all oppofition with 

^ Thuanu}.. . . ^ 

irrefifUble 
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MO OK irrefiiHhlc ia^ctu<^ity. Had thw avo^ef 
k ,^ \..j been fujfiicicat either to .mur<^r> or ^o over- 



'*^^* take the multitude that fled brfore them, the 
.carnage of that memorable day would hav^ 
.been ftill more dreadful. Of the citizens near 
ieven dioufand periftied ; while the lofs of thp 
•^aniatxls amounted only to two hundred men* 
So great is the fuperiority in batt}e, of regidar 
4lifcipline, Mid prompt obedience to com- 
mand. For thou^ the citizens fought with 
extraordinary courage, like men whofe ^ was 
at ibtke, they a&ed not in concert, and al- 
though they had been marfhalled by 'Cham.- 
fugny, as well as the time would allow, ^rec, 
from want of pra&ice, diey ware foon thrown 
•into.confufion j and, from the fame c^yfc, tb^ 
were unable to recover their rai>ks, or, return ftp 
the charge. 

Justice would. oblige us to bcftow.on jtbc 
•Spanifli troops tibe praife di*e tp the inoft heroic 
valour, if, befidqs the rapacity which irotpeUo^ 
them, tiiey had not disfigured the luftre of 
•jtheir vift©iy by 'CxerQifiiig a d-QgFee Qf fegrhji- 
^*? ' rous cruelty, of which, >at that period, the Spa- 
niards, alone, of all the nations in Europe, 
4ecm to have been capable. Antwerp, at the 
itirxie of this catiaftrophy, was in the moft flou- 
rifhing condition. Companies of merchants 
from almoft every commercial ' nation, refided 

in 
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m it, pofifeffing ftorehotifes and faftories fiUed book 
with the mott precious tx)itunodities. Great - ^ 'v 
AtimbeTs of the citizens too were the wiealthieft '^^ 
in Europe. TheiV magnificent houfes were 
adorned with the moft coftly furniture; and 
their fhops and wardioufes ftored with gold 
^d {Hver ftuffs, and all other kinds of valu^ 
aUc e6e6b, colleded from every comer of the 
globe. Upon thefe the Spaniards ieized> with* 
out any difcrimination of the owners, and 
without confidering whether the perfons whom 
they pillaged, were friends or enemies. The 
plunder that lay open and unconcealed was im^ 
menfe ; but was far from being fufficient to fa- 
tiatc the avarice of the Spaniards. They exer- 
cifed die moft unrelenting cruelty upon all 
whom they fufpefted to have concealed their 
treafures ; and nothing was to be heard in the 
city, but either the Ihrieks and groans of the 
fufierers, or the lamentations of thofe whom 
they t:ompelled to behold the torments of their 
hufbands, wives, or children. Cotemporiiry 
hiftorians have defcribed fome of the feveral 
fpecies of torture which jthey inflifted ; but the 
reader's modefty would be offended, and his 
humanity fcocked by the recital ^ 

In this manner were thefe men, for three 
days and nights, employed in plundering and 

' Thaanns and Metercn. 
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BOOK butchering by turns, a people who were fub- 

' jcfts of the fame prince as thcmfelvcs, and 

'57*» fj.Qjn whom (whatever ground of complaint 

they might pretend againft the council e£ State) 

they had never received the fmalleft injury, or 

provocation. Nor does it appear that their 

officers interpofed to moderate their excefles, 

till the foldiers, exhaufted with fatigue, were 

about to give over of themfelves. 

The money in fpecie which was ex^tofted, 
amounted at leaft to eight millions of gun<fers, 
befides an immenfe quantity of gold and fllver, 
in plate, fluffs, and furniture, which the 
owners were not able to redeem. The fors 
which the people of Antwerp fuftained'bythe 
burning of fo many buildings, was not lefs 
than what they fufFered by the rapacity of the 
foldiers. The moft beautiful part of the city 
^as burnt to the ground ; and great numbers 
of (hops and warehoufes, containing the richelf 
goods, w^rc confumed to afhes*. 

TheStitw Whilst the barbarity exercifed againft the 

liftancefrom inhabitants of Antwerp, excited fentiments of 

•fOrlng" companion towards the unhappy fufferers, it 

greatly augmented that abhorrence which the 

• Mcreren, p. t6^. 'J1»ttanuy,-iSffl. iii.' pr 471/ Ben- 
tivo-lio, p. 178. .:,.-,.,. 

. ' Flemings 
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Flemings already entertained towards the iSpa- 
niards, and made them more folicitous than 
ever to deliver themfelves from a yoke which ■^'•* 
was now become intolerable. But the great 
iuperiori^f which the Spaniih troops difcovered 
on every occafion over the raw undifciplined 
forces of the States> created much anxiety^ vrith 
regard to the fuccefs of their endeavours. The 
council of ftate perceived die neceffity of hav«- 
ing recouHe to foreign aid j and they willingly 
accq>ted an offer> which was made them at 
this jundure by the prince of Orange> of fome 
caimoo> ammunition^ and troops> with which 
they puihed forward the fiege of the citadel 
of Ghent> and foon obliged the garrifon to ca- 
pinnate. 

This feafonable afliftance contributed not a 
little to advance the prince's views. Imme- 
diately after th^eath of Requefens, he had 
projeAed a fcheme of uniting all the provinces^ 
and had exerted himfelf with great activity and 
addrefs> in cariying it into execution. The 
States entered readily into his ideas. Deputies 
were appointed^ and invefted with proper 
powerst by the feveral provinces i and in the Thctonfc. 
congrefs, which was held at Ghent^ a treaty of ohnu 
confederacy was concluded^ under which all 
the provinces^ excsept LuMtiburg^ were com^ Novtmber 
prehended. ''^'«^•• 

VoL.IL 9 U 
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BOOK Ijj this confederacy! fo well known in the 
i_ ^-mj hiftpry of the Netherlands by the ftane of die . 
*«7^' Pacification of Ghent, it wats agreed between 
the Catholic provinces on the one hand, ^otA 
thofe of Holland and Zealand, ymh the prince 
of Orange> on the other, that there fliouldfub- 
(sil.between them an inviolable alliance^ peace, 
and friendihip ; that all pift injuries ihould be 
buried in oblivion ; (hat all prifoners, and in 
particular the count de Boflut, iHotild be fet ^t 
liberty witl^out ranfom^ that the contracting 
parties fliould, to the \itm0ft of their power, 
afllft each other in expelling the Sp^nnards 
ifom the Netherlands i that as fbon as tiie pro- 
vinces fh6uld be delivered ffom thde bloody 
opprefTors, and tranquillity eftablifhed^ a ge- 
neral affembly fhould be held of the States of 
all the provinces^ for redrefllng grievances> 
reforming abufes^ and reftoring the conftitution 
to its prhnaeval ftate ; that the prince of 
Orange Ihould remain high admiral and go- 
^ vernor of the maritime provinces j and that he, 
. and all others, whofe property had been con- 
fifcated, Ihould be reinftated in their pofleffions 
and dignities ; that all the decrees of the duke 
of Alva, relative to the tumults and herely, 
Ihould be abolilhed j but that in (he Catholic 
provinces, only thjB Roman catholic religion 
fhould be exercijfedi jvhile in thole of Hol- 
land and Zealand, all matters, whether civil or 
C ...ri&l^ious> 
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rdigious, (hoyld feinain pn their prefQiiEt fcfot* book 
ing, till 3 general affdrnbly of all the Stateift « — ,r^ 
ihouMbeheWV . , '*'^ 

Tm£ deputies who were ^ow convenedi V\4tom ^'" V^^ 

_ * Vi Ti -r^ 1 /* f Don John 

the mftonms calllikewife by the name of the ofAuft^in.- 
States, entered immediately upon the executicm 
of the trticlesrof this cpnfcder^cy, by tranlport* 
ing to the frontier of France fuch of the Spat* 
niards as had been taken prifoners in the cit^el 
of Ghent s and they had begun to make pre.^ 
pamtibns.to.diflodge theip from Qther place% 
wheflf ttey were infornied* that Don John ^f 
Auftria, whom Philip had made choice of kut 
governor, had arrived . in the provinqe of 
Luxemburg. In fome refp^&s Don John w;9^$ 
admirably qualified for this new ftation, to 
which hijB brqihier had .^ppoint^d him^ li\$ 
affable and infinuatiitg manners were fitted oq 
conciliate the affeiSlions of }the. people whoip |xc 
had been fent to .go%^ern i Md his m^it^ry ac« 
complifhmefits qualified him to purfue tl\e 
war with vigour, agaii^ the revolted pro- 
vinctes. Bat in the critical iituation into which 
the Ute enprmitieai Qf;the Sjpaniards had brought 
fhe Netherlands, ptjier taleiftts befides the^ 
were requifitej fuch as prudence^ paticnC^, 
and fclf-command, together with (kill and doc- 

^ Metereo» p. i69« Bentlvoglio^ U 9. fab fine* Thoa- 

O a teritjr 
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'^xiv * ^^"^ ^^ managing the paflions, and tljc pre- 
lu-vl^ judices of men i qualifications which Dont John 
*^^' poflefled not in an eminent degree. 

Hit pro- • His condu6k upon his firft arrival was ill 
calculated to allay diofe luipicions which the 
Flemings entertained of the king's defign in 
fending him to the Netherlands. Having 
ftopt at Luxemburg, he wrote letters to the 
trouncil and the States, in which he informed 
dicm, that he would not come to Brufleh, the 
ufual refidence of their governors, unlefs hof- 
tages were given him for their peaceable be- 
haviour, a guard appointed for the fecurity: of 
his perfon, and the fame unlimited conumnd 
of the fleet and army conferred upon him, which 
the preceding governors had enjoyed. He la- 
mented the outrages which had been ccmimitted 
by theSpanifli troops ; and promifed^ that, if the 

^States and people fhould maintain their obe- 
dience to the king, and their profeffion of the 

' catholic faith, the injuries which they had fuf- 
tained^ Ihould' not pafs tinpunifhed. But he 

'Added, that if they failed in either of thcfe re- 

-Ipefts, they Ihould^j in that event, find him 
no lefs prepared for vifiar, than he was inclined 
to peace ». ' ' ^ 

'■■■ ■ .I-.:, : ••: . :: . . . -: r> . 

s Methm, p^»74« 

' Thb 
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The States and council were ignorant, till Boq i^ 
they received thefe letters of the lightio, which y — ^'-yi 
their late conduft was confidcrcd by the cwct Th^swet 
pf Spain^ . They believed that;, as the ,fteps wiy^w^d- 
which they had taken were neceflary tor ,the Princei>f . 
prefervation of the people, it was impoffible ""*^* 
they could be ofFenfive to the king ; and they 
were extremely furprifed, thus to meet not. on* 
ly with diftrufl:^ but even threats, and a de- 
fiance, where they were confcious of havii^g 
merited approbation and applaufe^ Th^ 
trembled therefore at the thoughts pf putting 
themfelves in the power (rf* the new gQvern<>r, 
and were greatly at a. lofs to determine whait 
anfwer they fhould return to his dcmands4' On 
this occafion, they had recourfe to the prince 
of Orange for advice. And William readily 
embraced the opportunity^ which was thus 
prefentcd to him,: of confirming his country- 
men in thqit fufpicions to which the gove«^!s 
condu&h^d given rtfe. 

" As it ; was but too manifcft,*' he ftid, HissaHvice. 
" from the ftrain of Don John's letter, that he ve^bcr ''" 
intended to tread in the footfteps of his prcde- **"^**57^* 
ceflbrs> the States and council had much, need 
to exert all their firmnefs, prudence, .and cir- 
cumi^edtion. .They ought ferioufly to confider 
the important charge with which they were en- 
truiled} and to remember, that, upon their 
O 3 ^ prcfenc 
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prcfent conduft, it depended', whether they, 
and ' their wives, knd children, and fellow- 
'^^^' citizens, ihould for the future - etijoy thofc 
rights which belonged to them as natives of 
the Low Countries, or ^ould be again expof- 
td to the lawlcfs tyranny of the Spaniards. 
They ought to exercife with vigour the power 
'which they polftfled, and refolutely rejeft all 
terms of agreement with the governor, by 
which the fundamental laws of the State might 
be brought into danger, or their own authority 
abridged. Enter not, faid he, into any ac- 
commodation with him, till the S{>amards, and 
ftll other foreign troops, be ai^ally diliniffcd. 
Truft not to any foothing promifes which he 
may give you, of difmiffing them at a more 
convenient feafon. Remember how the king 
himfelf, when he went to Spain, aflured you, 
that the troops which he then left behind him, 
Ihould, in three months afterwards, be with- 
drawn, and yet they were Altered %o renuin 
for more than a year and a half i and would, 
notwithftanding your folicitattons, have ftill 
remained, if die calamity which bcfel hb army 
in Africa, had not made it nece£ary for him to 
remove them. Let no confideration perfuade 
you to liften ti;» Don John^s requcft of th^ un- 
limited command of your forces. By granting 
this, you will furnilh him with weapons ^ainft 
yourfclves. Nothing can cscpnefs bis diftrvft 

more 
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more £b:ojigly, than his uaprcccdented requifi- ^^^ ^ 
tions of hoftages, and a guard for the fecurity. < — ^ 
df hi^ jfyerfopu If you comply with thefe de- '^^^v 

mati^ yw ^iU enable him to annihilate' ybui*^ 
authority, ai^ to trap^ple under foot your moft 
iacre^ r^l^ ^nd laws. \t is intpoifible to be- 
lieve ^attpi?g who difcovers fo much folicitude 
tp itrip y^u-of your ppwcr, can ferioufly in- 
tend ypur weJfare. Is it not more reafonable 
that thp governor flioi}14 "^ruft the States, than 
that the States flaould ^ay thcmfelves at th? 
mercy pf the gpvernor ? ,^uch demands were 
oever made, even by ypyr princes, thcmfelves i 
whofcpra&ice always was to come unarmed tQ 
your affemblies, and to take an oath to- main- 
tain your, grivileges^ before they received from 
you anjrp^mife pf obedience.'^ Confent not to 
pint .yo^elves^^ under ^ t^ power of John of 
Auftria, .^xippn ^afier ternps fhan have been ever 
fnG&f(i ifpo^i with yisfw native princes. Re- 
qijure bifffiy previoufly tq his admiflion, to. in* 
terpqfe his wthority for the immediat^e depar- 
turie of th^ Spaniih troops i andfolemn^y to en«* 
gage to gpgirenii the State according to its fnn* 
damental laws.**. To thefe conditions, your 
late fatal eypcrienqe will jnftify you, if you 
add, that you fh^^ ^^ve i;he power of aflem-' 

* Here the prince mentiens the particalar privileges to 
which )ie aljades, ^nd (he time; when they were obtained, 
Meteren, ?• ^7S* 

O 4 bling 
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B:^<>«K«! Wing yourfclves twice, or even thricea year, if 
<u*-M-iW.. yQuihialIjudge.it to be expedient; that die ci* 
'^^^' tfiddsihall be rafed to )the ground; tlurrthe 
right of appointing the goYernors and magi^ 
ftrates fliall be vefted m you ; and theti: widi- 
out your confent, no military force -^^Q^ be 
levied, and no garrifons ftationed in the towns 
or forts. At prefent, it little imports you to 
confider whether or not this conduft will give 
offence to the king, for it is nl^ere delufion, if 
you flatter yourfclves that you have not already 
offended him, Promifes, ibothing Ipeeches, 
and profeffions of afitdion on his pan^- willnot 
be wanting j but you will difcover the ia& de- 
gree of weaknefs, if, after whait you'iiave ex* 
pcrienccd for feveral year$ pall, you itr^-wX 
fenfible, that nothing now remains ^fer^yo^i, 
but either mifcrably to bend uiKier die yeke, 
from which you have fo happily efcapcd^ or to 
employ with vigour and fortitude the ttttmi 
with which Providence has forriifhcd' yotti r ^nd 
which, I doubt not, may yet prove leSeftual 
for your fecurity, pmvided you maintain' har- 
mony and concord among yourfclves *.'* * n 

^pfy^fol*' THisJetter, in fome meafure, produced the^ 
•idtofo- defircd effefl:. It put to filence all thofe who 
poweri. wf re for receiving Don John on his own terms; 

* Mctercn, p. 175^ 176. Bcntivoglio, lib. ix. abinicia 
ThuanttB, 1. Ixii. fedt 15. 

and 
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aiid the States, more fufpicious than ever of ■ ^^^ 
his defign, refolved to infift upoa die difmif- u--^^-^ 
(ton q£ the troops, aod the confirmation of the *^^ 
padficBtiim of Ghent, as conditions, without 
which they would nerer agree to acknowledge 
h$i' Miti^ritf. And that they might npt be 
fotiHd\iAprepared, in cafe of his relfufal^ they 
giavrf^wders for making new levies j drew to- 
^dier an army at Wavre, between Bruflels 
and NtamuY ; and difpatched an^baflTadors to (b- 
licit afliftance from foreign courts. 

Jn Germany, where they were powerfully 
feconded in their applications by the prince of 
Orange, they engaged in their intcrefts, John 
Cainri]?e, count palatine of the Rhine. In 
France they did not confine dieir application 
to die Galvinifts, but likewife prevailed upon 
the ^duk^ of Anjou, the king's brother, to 
e^tafe didr caufe, by fetting before him the 
pra^ftof aneftabliihment in the Low-Coun- 
tries; 'tf!idre fuitable.to his rank than he could 
ex{Mi£b t6 obtain in his brother's dominions. 
From the Queen of England, their envoy met 
with the moil gracious reception. It was mat* 
terof thie higheft fatisfkftion to this fagacious 
pfincefs, to fee her inveterate enemy thus em- 
broiled with his Flemifh fubj€&s { but, as (he 
was ftill defirous to avoid an open rupture with 
Philip, fhe chofe to aflift them with money 

rather 
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%--,-^^ thj[^uiwd ppundfti liiitL a pcomifft lof eoajwu* 

*^'^* ing Her favour^ ^w conditipn, (|dM^ ihe sidded 

IQ order t;Q fdiseaRpearancfis) <jh4t th$y &aukl 

throw ofF.'tl^fir ^flgi^ei^^ to^ithcir, kegM jft)^- 

reign. ';. ; . . . - *^^ .^r 

ri^ki»"w!!h WaiLir the Sitaiw were making thcfe prt^ 
ihmjobn. p^^tions to vindic^t^ their rights by fopCQ of 
arms> they fmcerdydefired to. attain. thetf elidi 
by negociation with the governor. For they 
hM too long grojMied iUKkp/tl;x^::cd%sCittic$ of 
wav^ not txBt wi(h aiaft eahpeftly for peice, ppo? 
vid£(d that hicifing^ Qoiuld |3C/feci(Bttl> vithmxt 
maldng a TaeriHcic^ oftKeif iibectics. £km 
Jchtt, on the fbthsr handpnlifisJKrinned -xmtsLsr 
, ixeme rehj^aif ce . to tempiytWith the condir 
dons which they required, of him ; but be fib* 
deavoured to digemhle bii^ fentixnehts^ and^^ife^ 
tempted, by fair fpeeches^ to* ca^le» and <dr^ 
•ceiv^e them. StiU^i ho^cverirhe contimi^ to 
jhew his difidc^Ge, by infifting t^n^^hajsang % 
numerous guauxl.fiar his perfoo; ^tid^by niv& 
ing hi5 ciinfentjtftiuhe depaptnpp/of thcSjimi* 
ards, unlef^ the- St^G& ihouM Jii^ !^ fiune tiime 
difrpii> tli^.fb)ifpi^..trQ9p«- in ih^lt iervic^^ ^nd 
give Jiqft^ep, .^ 'c^maln^ in ihp hands of j» 
neutral poiv^j ©U tbfix :en.gai«wftCDti ihx)uld 

^efuJfilM^-__. . ...... .. . ... 

^ The 
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. The States, whofc jealoufy iras kept aHve 9 o o k, 
by ^c Dqpeatcd warnings rf the prince .</ s^^^ A ^ 
.Onmgft^ eafily penetrate^ into Don. John's de^ '^^^' 
itgnsi and they refolvcd, if poffiblf , to con- 
vmce him, fay one dccifive ft^> that it was in 
vaia fof ^im t'o.cxpeft..fchlit they wo^Jd erer 
As9^st fioflp the teitns propo&d* In their af- 
feaoUy at Bruffrlfc on. the fifA of J*nu^y, 1577. 
one tbonifaaijve hundred and,feventy-fcy<:t\, 
4iwy dWw up A new deed of .uniop, in which 
they et^gaged in the moft fb]^ecnn manner, t^ 
qfiiaiAtain inViokhly for einer the p^^cifip^Qti Of 
CAmxuSii tQt ^oire neithelr their gocyis, ^m. ^^t 
joins, nor duiirUvcs, in order to fulfil it, anfl 
to regasi} as perjured traitors, all thofe whft 
participatnig in the prefent union, il^bl i>f 
voiid, deed, or ccHinfel counti^ad it, A ^opy 
of this deed^ fufafcrib^d by the governor and 
dqxities of all the towi^s and provinces,, by the 
nobility, prelate^, and other.. dignified eqc}er 
fiaflacs ; and by the members of tribw^^^ 
comicikr colleges, and chapters, togedi^r with 
afoleinn ratificatbn of it by the cpyacil^ w^ 
ftat ^r. die States to Don John^ ^ the;;* fy^ 
anlwor to hifi denn^s ^. . . 

This nieafure contrUiuted not a littl? m prpr Their «- 
mote the end propofed. Jt gave. Don Jpfcn ^^^^m 



^ Meteren, p. 179, 
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BOOK n proof of firmncfs on the part of the States, 
V v\» whicKhe little expeftcd, and fhewed him- thfe 
' '^^^- tieceffity of fcither agreeing to the 'conaMbfti 
which they fo earncftly required, or of refplf^ 
ihg ihftafltly to have recourfeLto ar*n$. Inflaih* 
ed by aihbition arid the love oT war, he would 
not have hefitated a moment what part to aft, 
had not his inftruftions from the king required 
that he fhould avoid coming to an open hip^ 
imc with the Catholic provinces. He c&hi^ 
Udered likewife, that the States had got ^e 
ftart of him, and were already well prepared to 
repel force by force. Nor was he igfionmt><)f 
'the encouragement which they* had recepr^ 
to hope for fuccbur from the neighbouring 
powers I or of the danger to which great num- 
bers of the Spaniih troops, Airrounded by ilieir 
enemies, were expofed, of being reduced by 
famine. Influenced by thefe confiderations, 
^md trufting that ere long, after quieting • 
their fufpicions, opportunities would offtt of 
depriving the States by degrees of that power 
of which they were at prefent fo tenacious^* hi 
entered into a negociation with their deputies at 
Marche en Famine, a city in Luxemburg; 
and after many obftruftions and difRcultJes, 
concluded a tt-eaty with them, which ihcy 
Miichzstii. fondly termed the perpetual edidt . ' • - 
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In this treaty he engaged^ that HX the.fth ■^^■^ 
reiga^ troops in the fervice of Spain , (hould ^ ^ ^ 
leave the Netherlands, and never returii.thithi^ '^^'* 
without the conlent of the Sottas, that die 
Spaniards and Italians ihould depart within the 
fp3f:e of forty days, and thc.Gcrmapjia imm^- 
^at^y after receiving fatisfai^on with regard to 
their arre9x;s 1 and that all the .cities ahd fprts 
pf]^0e0ed ^y thele troops {hould, as fbon as 
t{)fiy ^9in:e reli^quifhed, be delivered to the 
S^fi^i tf^gethef with the ftores of amniiinition, 
an}^f and proyiiipns. He ratified the pacifi- 
catigo of Ghent, He confcnted that all prl- 
£Kiers>detained on account of the late difturb- 
jmcesy' AK>uld immediately be fet at liberty,.ea(- 
0^ the count of Buren '. And he promifed 
tbfttt^lig^it inquiry ihould be made, concern- 
ing- the outrages lately committed by the 
tnxj^s; that juftice ihould be execute<| againft 
"thcguUty, and areafonable compenfatipn rqadc 
to the fufFerers, either in the Netherlands, 9r 
in Spajn, according as the king ihould be 
pleafed to determine, 

.Tja'S^^tcs,. on the other hand, engaged to 
pi]cffy?y their allegiance to the 

Jciiig ; t^.inaintain the profeifion of the Roman 
CathoUc faith thfoughout all the provinces > to 

^ Son of the prince of Orange; • : t 

receive 
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^ d d It receive l>dn'J^n as govcmbr gonenl of the 
v- .y,--; 1<Tetherknds$ ai\d immediatfclf rta^ixwilh hiiii 
^'^' ^%b fi^ imndidd diMiknd adnni^ Bbr tSie^paf;- 
meiit c^ d«^ Ittyiittl Uivd SpMsfii tmbps, in or- 
der to prevail dn ^H^fh the m^ti eafiiyto^aift 
fbt^aih or Italy. 

Thesutet As foon as this treaty was eotKliiddd/^teiT- 
«fSe"r^ taflkdorswefedilpatchedbytheC^dScStflfta-^j 
***""'• ^ho alone ^«nere ctmcer lied m it^ to the pifinde 
of Orange, and the States 6f H^flland iftd 
Zealand, to defire their concurrence.^ It might 
eafilyhave been forefeen, that tJiiSapplfctttidn 
could not be attended with fuecefs* F» al- 
though the maritime provinces had eon(feftted, 
in th:e pacification df Gherit, ^6 fiibmit the 
queftion of religion to the deoifl6n c*'ia ^imii 
s^embly, to be held after the departitre of the 
Spaniards ; yet in that affembly they knew tfik 
they would have leifut;e to employ ail their in- 
;fti^nce in behalf of their religioin, ^*d to offer 
filch reafons againft prdfcribing it, as they hop- 
ed would prove a fufficient coiintef p6iffe to Ac 
religious zeal of the popiih States. Without 
this expeftation it can hardly be feppofed that 
ptoteftants, whofe Rncerity iii their pmkfRm 
was fo unqueftionaMe^ would eyt^r htf^ctj^reed 
^ to leave tottthers the detertniftdtioi 6Ptt rt^^tter 
in which they were fo deeply intcrefted; and 
therefore it is hot futprifin^ d^ dcclin- 
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td actreilin^ to the treaty nim prcfented «b * 'o ^ tf^ 
tlietti, ih Which this iitl^rtant point had^ with- C-^-.'-:^ 
ont obtkhliAg thirfir confenti becHTo.hdflnly >de«^ *^^^' 
cMjed. Bxit Ifcft they fliotrTd aktrh the bigdtrjr 
of the catholic provinces, they took no notice 
in their. anfpfdr, of diis, which Vafe their prin- 
cipal objeftion. They began with faying; thtt 
they could not enough praife that generous zeal 
which the States had difplayfed, in delivdring . 
dieir country from the tyranily tf the Spanr- 
lartds ; and they rejoiced to find that they ftill 
periiftdd in their rcfolution oF adhering to thb 
pacification oF Ghent. But after confidering 
attentively the treaty which had been tranfmit- 
ted to theiri, they were forry t6 6bferve> thstt 
•it was extremely fll c^culated to anfwer thfc 
iaudaWe intentions of the States. For befides 
iemeral other o'fe^^^^^'^s ^f igreat wfcight, there 
wafc «o proper provifion made, in this treaty, 
fer the regidstt cJrfling of afibmblitjs ; in a cod- 
t^ntkiin, hfcJd em purpose to i-feltore and fecufcc 
-feck rights, an open infradtien of them was ra- 
tlftfd, by their confcnting to the unjuft deten- 
tion x)f the count t>f Buren 5 the Stateis h^ 
feaefl in the tei^>eft and gratitude which *th^ 
bw'ed to the queen of England and the duke *6f . 
Anjou } and ctrtkin artrdes of the tf^aty "kttc 
derogatory t-b' the honour of ^e NetherJandi; 
-particularly that article, by -whfcli, -iiift*^ 4f 
infiftiAg upon a:Wftituti4»i^ o(' tlMft iaVahiable 

cfFefts, 
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effe£b% of which the Spaniards had plundemtf 
the inhabitanu, they had promifed money to 
'^^'* thofc men, notwithftanding their having been 
folemnly declared traitors and rebels by the 
States themfelves> and by the council of 
State, when doathed with the authority of tht 
king. 

i)finrt«e T^B CathoUcs could not but be fenfiblc af 

•f the Itl* 

lian wid the ftrength of thefc objections* Their impa- 
tienipe to be delivered from the Spaniih troops, 
and their eager defire of peace, had betrayed 
them into that precipitation of wJiich they had 
been guilty. They could not avail themfelycs 
now of the fuperior penetration of the prince 
of Orange, The treaty was already concluded, 
and nothing remained for them, but to watch 
the governor's motions with an attentive eye, 
till the troops were removed to fuch a diftance, 
that they could not eafily be recalled. Don 
John Was at great pains to difpel their fulpici- 
ons. For that purpofe he employed all his in- 
fluence to perfuade the Spaniards to depart; 
and he at length prevailed, though not till he 
had diftributed among them the money which 
he had received from the States. This brave, 
bu^ ferocious, and favage band then fet out 
uponr their march for Italy, like an army in 
triumph ^ loaded with the ipoils of their fellow^* 
fubjedb, jod. without compun^on for the 

rapacity 
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rapacity and Viblchce wWth they had c^tcf^ ^ ^f^^^ 

THim d^Jparttire diffuftd tniti^rfkl jo]f Dan Tohn*i 
throughdxJt the Ncthtrktids, and the people in* "hrUpvert*** 
dulgkl the Battering hoffe, that thcf king h^r^ "•'*'• 
ing been at laft touched with theii^ cahmities^ 
had refolved to treat them with greater lenity 
and moderation thin thejr had experienced fince 
the beginning of his reign* Their fatisfaftion 
Was heightened by the popular charafter of the 
governor, who was in the prime of life ; ele- 
gant and graceful in his perfon and deport* 
ment; lively^' facetious, and affable, and who 
gained exceedingly from the comparifon which 
men naturally formed of his infiniiating man* 
ners, with' the relerve and aurterity of the 
king. He was received in Bruflels with fuch 
marks of refpeft as had never been ftiewn to 
any former governor 5 and pcrfons of all rank? 
flattered themfelvcs with the profpeft of a ^uft 
and mild adminiftration* / ' - 

TiTBY did not long enjoy this fbothing pro* hu iApow- 
fpeft^ Although Philip himfelf hW ratified "^^^'*^«^- 
the perpetual edift; and Don John had, before 
his admiffion to the^ regency, fworn irtthemoft 
folernn niaiinef to obfdve it, it foon appeared • 

VOL.IL P that 
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^xiv ^ ^^^^ nothing was farther from the intentions of 



— V — ' either. The limitations which that edift im- 
'^^^ pofed upon the fovereign's authority, were ut- 
terly repugnant to Philip*s temper, as well as 
to the plan which he had formed for the govern- 
ment of the Netherlands i nor would he ever 
have empowered his brother to make fo many 
conceffions to the States, as the perpetual edi6t, 
or pacification of Gh^nt, contained, but in or- 
der more efi^eftually to ftrip them afterwards of 
that very power which he now confented they 
fliould enjoy. But Don John was, from his na- 
tural impetuofity, incapable of executing this 
fcheme, which required a much higher degree 
of circumipeftion and experience, as well as 
patience and diffimulation, than he poirefled. 
His court was perpetually filled with Spaniards, 
and other foreigners, who had rendered them- 
felves obnoxious to the natives j nor were any 
of the Flehaings admitted into his confidence ; 
but/uch as had fhcwn themfelves devoted to 
the Spanifli intereft 5 while thofe who had dif- 
cpVered an attachment to the liberty of their 
country, were kept at a diftance, and treated 
with indifference or contempt. This circum- 
ftance contributed not a little to revive that 
jealoufy of his dcfigns, which he had been fo 
felicitous to allay. But the Sjtttes were ftill 
more alarmed, when he made them the follow- 
ing .propofals : that they Ihould not any longer 

with- 
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i Withhold from him the authority which his pre- ® ^iv^ 
j dcceffors had enjoyed, but allow him to ajft as ^" TJ -^ 
captaiii-general> as well as governor of the ^^^^* 
provinces: that they ihould empower him> 
without waiting for the determination of the 
general aflembly of the States^ to execute the 
two articles of the late treaty^ which related to 
the obedience dile to the king> and the re-efta- 
blilhmtnt of the Catholic religion t and that, 
if the prince of Orange woiild not immediate- 
ly agree to accede to the perpetual cdidt, the 
I States ihould break off* all co|Telpondence with 
himj and reduce him and the maritime pro- 
vinces to obedience, by force of arms. With 
thefe propofals the States refufed to comply, 
but exprefled their refufal in the fofteft terms, 
and without taking notice of his demand, to 
be allowed to aft as captain-general, they re- 
prefentcd to him /that, by the pacification of 
Ghent, both he and they were bound to wait 
for the meeting of the general aflembly of the 
States j to whole decifion the prince of Orange, 
and the States of Holland and Zealand, had 
engaged to fubmit. 

Don John perceiving that he was not likely 
to perfuade them, grew more impatient than 
ever under hi|||)refent reftraints, and refolved 
I now to employ either force or fraud, as oppor- 
tunities fhould offer. The States could not Hiiaupii- 
P 2 thoroughly ^^* 
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^ B o o K thorqughly penetrate his defign, but thicy per- 
u*-v'-i I cehred how much he was difisMdsfied Mrith his 
'^77' fituation, and what difficulty they would find 
to obtaixL the performance ef his engagements 
in the perpetual edift. This fcrved to render 
them more than ever folicitbus for the depar- 
ture of the Germaa tro<^, which, it had been 
agreed, fhould remain in the Netherlands, till 
they received payment of their arrears. Thefe 
arrears amounted to a very great furti, which 
the States were utterly unable to raife at the 
prefent junfture* But, having raifed a part of 
it, they made an offer of that to the Germans, 
and defired they would accept of goods and fe*- 
curity for the reft. In order to make a ^rtner 
trial of Don John's fincerity, they entreated 
him ta employ his iiifluence, to pmcurfe their 
confent* I>on Jph» re^ily agreed to this re- 
queft s and declared that,, if the Germans fhould 
refufe to comply, he would, at the hazard of 
his life, compel them. Having fummoned 
their commanders to nfi«et him at Mechlin, he 
went thither> as if on purpofe to perfoade 
, ' them i but in reality, to inflame dieir minds 
againft the States, and to exhort them to re- 
main in the Netherlands, in the fervicc of the 
king. Having had the luccefs which he depred 
^ with fome of the principal officers, and judg- 
ing it necefiary now to redouble his hypocrify 
with tfe States, he wrote to them, lamenting 

that 
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that a much grcttct fiim was ncceflaiy to fatisfy ^^^ ^ 
the German ttx)opi, than could be procured in v , ^ ' if 
the Low Countries; and offering to fend his '^^^' 
fecretarjr Efcovedo to reprefent their fituation 
to tjie king. This artifice; was n6t altogether 
without cffeft. The Stated could not believe 
that Don John was capable of fo. great deceit, 
as he was now pradifing againft them. They 
agreed to his propofalj and« as an exprefllon 
of their gratitude, they fettled a penfion of two 
thoufand ducats on, Efcovedo, who fet out im- 
mediately lor Spain $ but With a defign ex- 
tremely different frorii that which was pre- 
tended* 

Don John in the mean time carried on his Hefmcson 
intrigues with the Germati officers, and hoped Na»ur/* 
foon> by their means, to get poffefEon of the 
fortified towns in which they lay. But before 
any of the plans which he had formed with this 
view were put in execution, he judged it necef- 
fary to withdraw from BrufTels, and, if polfi- 
ble, to make himfelf matter of fome place, of 
ftrength near the frontier, where he might re- 
main in fafety till he fhould fin4 himfelif in a 
condition to take the field. Of all the frontier 
towns, Namur appeared the fitteft for )ih pur- 
pofej being conveniently fituated for the re- 
ception of the troops, to which he cxpcftad 
tbexkiag would foon give ordefs to return from 
P3 
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^ ^j^ ^ Italy. It happened that Margaret dc Valois, 
queen of Ndvarre, intended at this time to pafs 
through Namur in her way to Spa. On pre- 
tence of paying his relpcds to Margaret, he 
left Bruflels, and arrived in Namur, with a 
great number of the nobility and others, who 
were favourable to his defign. But as the go-? 
vernor of the caftle was a'perfon of ftrift fide- 
lity, Don John was obliged, in order to ac- 
complifh his aim, to have recourfe to the fol- 
lowing ftratagem. Feigning to fet out in the 
morning for thechace, he took his way by the 
caftle i where having ftopt, and inquired for 
the governor, he pretended a curiofity to fee 
the fortifications of the place. The goy-ernor, 
flattered with this vifit, and fufpefting nothing 
hoftile from men who fcemed equipped only 
for hunting, readily admitted, not only l)on 
John himfelf, but his attendants; fome of 
whom having arms, concealed under their ap- 

July »4t<i. parel, immediately feized upon the gate ". 

John having thus fecured poffeffion of th? 
caftle, the town was, by the afljftance of count 
Barlaimont, governor of the province, foon 
fubjefted' to his authority. He obfervcd with 
^iumph, ' that the day on which this tvtnt hap- 
pened, was the firft day of his regency. It 

. f BentivDglio* lih.x. p. 192* xq%^ |I^teren^^* 185. , 
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might with greater propriety have been faid, " ^^o ^ 
that it was the firft of thofe calamities which 
purfucd him to the grave. 

After fuch an open violation of his faith; 
there could be little room for any future nego- 
ciation with the States. Yet, in a letter which 
he wrote to them on this occafion, he regretted 
that the plots which had been laid to deprive 
him of his life or liberty, had obliged him to 
have recourfe to fo hoftile an expedient : and 
he affirmed, that he was ftill ready to obferve 
the conditions of the perpetual edid ; but de- « 
clarcd, that he would not quit his prefent fitua* 
tion, till they fhould hiake.provifion fqr the fe- 
curity of his perfon, againft the machinations 
of his enemies. 

The States and council were greatly aftonifh- The aHo- 
cd, when they received intelligence of this theSutet. 
event. They had wilhcd for nothing fo much 
as to preferve the provinces from being plung- 
ed afrefh into the calamities of war. They 
conlidered that fome of the principal cities in 
Brabant were in the hands of the Germans. 
They knew not what part thefe troops might* 
aft, if hbftilities with the governor fhould take 
place; and they could not imagine that he 
would have ventured on fo manifeft a breach 
of the perpetual cdift, without the profpcft of 
P 4 fom^ 
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* XIV ^ ^^^^ powerful fupport. They immediately 
w^-v.-^ 4ifpatched amb^adors to remonftrate with^ 
'^^' him on the nature ^nd confequcnces of his 
condudt, and to requeft him to return to Bruf- 
fcls. T^ty promifed to make the moft feriou^ 
inquiry into the machinations pf which he coni- 
.plained, defired that he would name the per-r 
fens guilty^ ^nd aflUr^d him^ that nothing 
fliould tc wanting on their part to provide, ia 
the moil fatisfaftory manner, for the fecuritjf 
ofhisperfon. 

Of the reality of thefe machinations he could 
produce no other evidence, but fome anony- 
mous letters, which, he faid, had been tranf- 
mitted tp him. ' But as no perfon waS named 
in thefe letters, and the authors of them were 
utterly unknown, all men believed them to be 
a forgery of his own, or of his courtiers, de- 
nned to ferve as a pretext for his prefent trea^ 
chcry. 

The anfwer which he made to the Statea 
flaewed clearly, that, in the fteps .which he had 
taken, he had been influenced by a motive very 
different from that which he pretcnded-r-That 
the States fhould put him in full po0ellion of 
the authority, which tfee preceding governors 
h^d exercifed J that.th^y fliould give him the 
entire command of dke armyj ^reak off all 
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(roaimunication with the prince of Orange, and * \%^ 
the provinces of Holland and Zealand, am) ' — \r^ 
compel them tQ acgede to the perpetual cdifti '*^^* 
thcfc were fome of the conditions, to which if 
^hey did not agree, he acquainted them, that 
he was unalterably determinednot to return. 
The States rcprclcnted the inconfiftency be-* 
tween the former of thefe/ demands, and the 
petpetuai edift j and reminded him of the ut-^ 
ter^impoffibility, under which they found thrm- 
fclyes, of complying with the latter, without 
violating their faith, which, in the pacification 
of 'Ghent, they had pledged to the maritime 
provin(:es. He ftill perfifted in his refolution i 
W,d the States were equally inflexible. 

» 
They were confirmed in their purpofe, by Difconiyef 
ibme letters writ by Don John and Efcovedo " * *°*' 
to the king, and Antonio Perez, his fecretary, 
which were intercepted in Gafcony by the king 
of Navarre, and fcnt by him to the prince of 
Orange, who tranfmitted them to theStates^^ 
In thefe letters, the ncceflity of the fpeedy re-* 
turn of the Italian and Spanifii troops was urg'^ 
ed with the utmoft earneilnefs and importunity. 
The difeafes of the Netherlands, faid Don Jolmx 
. admit of no other cure, but lopping off the 
parts affedted : and, to the fame purpofe, Efn 
covedo ob&rved. That fire, and the fhedding 
of bloody were the only i^eaqs by which tbct 
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BOOK difordcrs that prevailed could be remedied. 

L^-^uj For no man here, faid he,, whether among the 
^^^^' nobility or people, performs the duty that he 
owes either to God or the king. Opinions the 
moft abominable univerfally prevail j and every 
man Itves as he lifts, without law or rule. To 
which he added. That if the king did not fend 
the neceflary troops and money foon, he was 
afraid that Don John, who could not endure 
his prefent fituation, would quit the Nether- 
lands, and try hi§ fortune clfewhere, 

ThcStatw While thcfe letters ferved to alienate the 
Srof'towni Flemings more than ever from Don John, they 
Mffekol raifcd to the greateft height their admiration of 
the penetration and fagacity of the prince of 
Orange, who had given them early warning of 
the governor's duplicity, and whofe predidtions 
were now fo remarkably fulfilled. They enter- 
ed with greater ardor than ever into his views, 
and in conformity with his advice, they refolv- 
cd to lofe no more time in negociating, but 
without delay to put the provinces into a pof- 
ture of defence, before the return of the Spa- 
nifh forces. Whilft their levies, and other mi- 
litary preparations, were going on, they labour- 
ed with great folicitude to perfuade the Ger- 
mans to deliver up the towns in their ppireffi^ojn. 
Their fuccefs was /in fome meafure retarded by * 
|he governor's intrigues with the officers j but 
' 8 thQ 
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^c States^ having at this time greater fjicility 
than Pon John, in employing cither money or 
force, according 3* Ac one or the other wa3 '^^* 
moft Jikcly to prove efiedhial, had greater in- 
fluence with the foldiersi who not only refufed 
to liften to their officers, but put fome of them 
under arrcft, and gave them up to the States, 
together with the town^ and citadels, In this 
manner the States recovered Bergcn-op-zoom, 
Tolen, Breda, Bois-lcrduc, and feveral other 
places; apd they had the good fortune likewifc 
to defeat a body of Germans, in thf governor's 
intercft, who were upon their march to furprife 
the citadel of Antwerp. After which, prompt- 
ed partly by the apprehenfions which this at- 
tempt, though unfuccefsful, had excited, and 
partly by the remembrance of thcimany calami- 
ties which the citadels, in other places as well 
as Antwerp, had occafioned to the inhabitants, 
they refolved to dcmolifli thefe fortrefles ; and 
gave orders for this purpofe, which were exe^ 
cuted by the people with incxpreffible ala- 
crity S 

Don John, in the mean time, endeavoured 
to make himfelf mafter of fomc places in the 
neighbourhood of Namur 1 and he fucceeded iiv 
liis attempts upon Marienburg and Charlemont, 

' f l^eter^Oj p. 187. ]Pentivo|Iio, torn, il p. 212. 
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*xiv ^ ®"^* ^^^"^ forfaken by the duke of Arichot, 
I — sr-^ and almoft all the other nobility who had dt- 
■^'* tended him to Namur j and pcreciving that 
the States were much fitrther advanced than him- 
felf in their military preparations, he fent them 
word that he had folicited the king for liberty tx> 
leave the Netherlands ; and would immediate- 
ly retire to Luxemburg, to wait the iffue of 
his application, provided the States would agree 
to defift from hoftilities till the king*s inftruc- 
tions Ihould arrive. But the States^ fufpe£k^ 
ing from their former experience that he in- 
tended nothing by this propofal but to render 
them more remifs in their preparations, replied, 
that before they would liften to any terms of ac- 
commodation, he muft deliver up the city and 
caftlc of Nanmir. To this Don John refufed to 
confent j and thus the negociation was broken 
off, and all hopes of terminating the dilpute 
amicably were extinguifhed «*. 

The State • The States> confidering war now as .unavoid* 

prince of ^ible, rcfolvcd to invite the prince of Orange 

«fid?!t^** to refide at Bruffels ; and accordingly five of 

^luiTcip. their number were appointed to cafry him an 

invitation, couched in ternns fo flattering and 

rcfyeftful, and fo exprefi&ve at the fame time of 

their gratitude for his former fervices, that it 

f ttmAfogloQ^ p. 198. 
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"Was impoflible he could hefitate to comply ^^y*^ 
with their requeft* Having obtained the con- ^ ■ ■ ^ ' ^ 
fcnt of the States of Holland and Zealand, he ^^* 
went firtt to Breda, and ^eace to Antwerp and . 
^ruflels. His reception in the places through 
which he paffed, was fuch as might be exped^-^ 
ed from a people, by whom he was held in the 
higheft refpeft and veneration. Ardent to be- 
hold him, after an abfence of fevcral years, " 
during which he had undei^ne fo many la- 
bours, and been expofed to fo many dangers in 
their fervice, they poured out in multitudes, to 
the diftance of fcveral miles, *to meet him. 
In his paflage froih Antwerp to Bruflels, one Hi«rectp. 
fide of the canal was lined by the inhabitants 
of the former of thefe places, arid the other, by 
thofe of the latter ; while the banks refounded 
with the joyful Ihouts of a grateful people, who 
iaiuted him with the glorious appellations of 
the Father of his Country, and the Guardian of 
its Liberty and LaWs, Nor were thefe demon- 
ftrations of joy confined to the vulgar, who are 
always fincere, but (^ten precipitate and incon-- 
ftant in their applaufesi perfons of all ranks 
vied with each other in teftifying their refpeft 
and gratitude n and immediately after his arri- 
val, the States of Brabant and die States<-gene- 
ral concured in eledting him governor of the 
province of Brabant "^ i a dignity which had been 

4 VideHift. Metalliqae, torn. i. p. 235. 
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hitherto beftowed only on* the vkeroysj or go^ 
vernors -general of the Netherlands* 

»577* 

/ 

Theprointf. By his wifdom and mddefatiori, ^Well a^ 
tkmof the • by his vigilance and induftry, William fullfilled 
iudi. ' ^ the moft fanguine expeiftatiofts of- his country- 
men. But, notwithftanding his addrefs and 
prudence, and Ikill in managing the minds of 
men/ qualifications which he pofleiSed in the 
moft eminent degree; he Could not preferve 
that unanimity among the Flemings, which it 
was of fo much confequence for them, in the 
prefent junfture, to maintain. At no period 
had they enjoyed fo fair a profped of fecuring 
their liberty on a firm and permanent founda- 
tion. Befides the advantage of having a perfon 
of fo great experience and abilities to guide 
their counfels, the Spaniih troops Were entirely 
withdrawn ; the king's finances were greatly 
cxhuufted with the wars in which he had been 
continually engaged; almoft all the fortified 
places were in the hands of the States ; and the 
people were animated univerfally with the moft 
violent abhorrence of the Spanifti government. 
But the States were prevented from improving 
the opportunity which this fortunate concur- 
rence of circumftauces afforded them, by a 
Ipirit of divifion and animofity, whiqh fprung 
up, partly from the jcaloufies of the nobility, 

, and 
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and partly from the intemperate religious zeal ^ xrv*^ 
and bigotry of the people^ u.^-.i.-/ 

1577- 

Philip de Croy duke of Arfchot, the mar- l^^^^^^^ 
quis of Havree his brother, the count de La- »^<i<i«^ord« 
lain, and feveral others of the catholic nobility, 
had^ fince the death of Requefens, diftinguiih- 
cd themfelves as ftrenuous isiffertors of the li- 
berties of their country* They had promoted 
with all their influence the pacification of 
Ghent, and had concurred with their country- 
men in the invitation given to the prince of 
Orange to refide at BrujQels. ^ut when they 
reflefted upon the extraordinary marks of at- 
tachment which William had received, and faw 
him vefted with an authority and dignity in 
Brabant, which only the fovereign or his vice- 
roys had hitherto enjoyed; above all, when- 
they contemplated his great abilities and expe- 
rience in the conduft of affairs j they forefaw 
that they muft content themfelves with afting a 
lubordinate part in the government, and that 
the States would, in every branch of admini-r' 
ftration, be direfted by the prince of Orange,. 
who muft therefore reap the glory of whatever 
jhould be atchieved, and, without the name of 
fovereign, exercife a fupreme and fovereign au- 
thority. Stung with envy, and defirous to con-, 
ceal the motive of their conduft, they began to 
affedt an extreme anxiety at the danger to which 
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tfic catholic faith was expolcd, by the Statts re- 
poling fuch unreferved confidence in one who 
wa^ an avowed friend of the new religion. On 
this pretence, which never received any colour 
from the prince's condudt, they formed them- 
felves into a confederacy, with a defign to coud- 
teradk him. And in order to give their party 
cohfiftency, weight, and influence, t^ey refolv- 
ed to invite the archduke Matthias, brother of 
the emperor, to take upon him the governnfient 
rf the provinces. 



The Fie- 
miih noblci 
give an in- 
vitation CO 
Matthiit* 



This rcfolution. they not only fofmdd, but 
executed, without the knowledge or authority 
of the States, and they difpatched a mefien^ 
gcr to Matthias with the greateft decree/ 
to intreat him to leave Vienna without de- 
Jay* 



Nothing could exceed the temerity of thofe 
who gave this invitation, but the imprudence 
of Matthias in accepting it. For befides, that 
he was called only by the leaft powerful of the 
til^o parties into which the Flemings were divid- 
ed, he could not be ignorant how injurious and 
affronting his condtift muft be thought by his 
Idnfman the king of Spain. It is fonie allevia^ 
tion o( his folly, that he was only twenty-two 
years of age ; and tliat, confidcring the nurtie-^ 
rofis progeny which his father left behind him, 
6 there 
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there was little probability of his abtaijfilng any 
jfettlement in Germany^ fuitable to his rank. 
At the time of the death of Requefens, he had '^^* 
nia^e an offer of his fenrice to the States^ and 
he accepted greedily of the prefent invitation^ 
His enterprife being of fuch a nature that he 
durft not difcovef it to thd emperor^ he fct 6ut 
from Vienna in the middle of the nighty with 
a fmall number of attendants. No fooner was 
his brother apprifed of his defign, 'than meflen-* 
gers were dilpatched to bring him back^ and 
letters feiitto the princes whofe States hcf niuA 
pafs through, intreating them to ftop him; 
but Matthias travelled faftcr than the meflen- 
gers, and, in a few days^ reached the to^rt of 
Lierres in Brabant^ Hit »iiiindi 

The States, aftoniflied at tKe news of' his H«i$idinit- 
arrival, and highly incenfed againft thofe who by thJ *' 
had invited him, complained loudly of the in- ^"**'* 
fult offered td thfcir authority j and Wotild have 
inftantly formed the refolution of rejeiftiiig him, 
had they not been difluaddd fforil it bjr the 
prince of Orange. William forefaw the ad- 
vantages which might arife froin that riValfhipj 
lAto which Matthias had entered with his kinf- 
man Don John,- and from the feeds of enmity 
which werd thereby fown between the German 
and Spanifli branches of the houfe of Auftria^ 
He reckoned it rather fortunate, that Don 

Vot. IL QJ J^lw 
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i o o K jo^n had received fo ui^ardonable an offence 
Wii»>.-'./ Jfrom the Catholic nobility ; and he confidered 
*^^ how fatal to the general intereft of the pro- 
vinces all diyifion muft neccffarily prove, in 
the prcfcnt critical conjunfture of their affairs* 

. lBm.xj«NCB0 by thefe confiderations, he ex- 
horted the States to overlook the injurious 
treatment which they had received, and per- 
fuaded them to agree, not only to receive Mat- 
thias with all the refpeft due to his high rank, 
but even to eled him governor, on fuch con- 
ditions as they fcould judge proper to require. 
This conduft, the moft prudent th^ Could 
have been adopted in the prefent circumftances, 
furnilhed no fort of triumph to the duke 
d'Arfchot, and the other Catholic nobility. On 
the contrary, it mortified them exceedingly,, to 
obfcrve that Matthias owed his eleftion not to 
them, but to the prince of Orange ; whofe au- 
thority, which they intended to have controlled, 
was now confiderably augmented, and more 
firmly eftablilhed than before. 

Mortifiei- Soon after this, they received a ftill mote 
BoWiity. fenfible mortification. The duke d'Arfchot 
having lately been appointed governor of Flan- 
ders, had gone to the city of Ghent, to take 
poffeflion of his government. Not long after 
his arrival, a deputation of the inhabitaJits hav- 
' * . . ing 
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iflg urged him with mwh impoitunitjr to nin- * ^*^ * 
ftaw them in their ancient privileges^ of which 
tbey had been deprircdi in rfie time of Charles 
V. he wai heard to declare^ that that feditioua 
multitude, which made fo much nbifb about 
their privileges, {hoiild e?e long be pUniihed ni 
they defenrai> notwithftanding thfeir being fup-» 
ported by the prince of Orange. This faying 
being repeated by fome who heard it, and cir- 
culated all over tlie city^ inflamed the minds of 
the people with rage and indignation^ They 
tan to armsi furrotinded the governor's houfe^ 
and threw him, and his friends and attendants^ 
into prifoni Th< prince of Orange, dreading 
the confequences of fo violent "^ procedwe^ 
and believing the duke to be no^ fufficiently 
kumbledi interceded wi^ the Ohentefei an^ 
|>roc\ired his fibefty^ but no ioKcitations c^uld 
induce them to releafe his adherents. In thid 
manner Was the duke d^Arfchot^s importance 
in the Netherlands almoft annihilated^ Matthias 
perceiving this^ faW it to be his intereft to con^ 
neft himfelf With the party of Which flifc princd 
of Orange was the headi and readily atcepted 
tihc government^ with a condition to which tha 
States required his confcntj that the prince 
flvould be his lieutenant-general in all theT 
kranehes of adminiftration i 

Q^a MATTHiAa 
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^ XIV ^ Matthias made his joyful entry into Bruf- 
^^— v^-' fcls, in the beginning of the year one thoufand 
*^^** five hundred and fevcnty-eight, when both he 
and the prince of Orange were admitted to their 
refpefbive ofHces, after taking an oath to main- 
tain the laws, and to regulate their conduct ac- 
cording to the inftruAions which fhould be 
given them by the States ' . 

Ajip^ction Dow John fent an ambaffador to proteft in 
to PhUipl^" ^^ '^^"^^ againft thefe proceedings. But the 
, States had fome weeks before this time declar- 
ed him an enemy to the Netherlands, and paid 
no regard to his proteftation. As they were 
perfuaded, however, that they had done no^ 
thing but what was authorifed by the funda- 
mental laws of the conftitution, they wrote an 
account of their proceedings to the king, de- 
claring that they ftill held their allegiance to 
him inviolable; and praying, that he would 
confirm their ete£tion of his kinfman Matthias, 
as the moft likely means of reftoring tranquillity 
to the provinces. They had very little reafon 
to expeft that Philip would liften to this re- 
queft« He looked Aipon their conduft in a light 
extremely different from that in which they 
themfelves regarded it j and confidered their 
prefumption in rcjefting the governor whont 

' Metereoi p* 196. 202. 
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he had appointed, and ftill more that of nomi- * ^^ * 
natmg another without his confcnt, as an aA ^-^--vr— ' 
of the moft audacious rebellion. The States were '* 
too well acquainted with his charafter, not to 
entertain fome apprehenfions that fuch might 
be his fentimentSi and therefore, while they 
omitted nothing in their power to afluage his 
refentment, they endeavoured to fecure them- 
fclvcs againft the efFefts of it, by intcrefting , 
the neighbouring powers iii their behalf, and 
by eftablifhing unanimity between the religious 
parties into which the provinces were divided^ ^ 

In order to accomplifli this laft and moft 
important objeft, a new treaty of union was 
concluded, in which, befides confirming the 
pacification of Ghent, the Catholics and Pro- 
reftants promifed mutually to fupport 6ach 
other; and engaged, that they would join to- 
gether in oppofing all perfecution, on account 
of religion, from whatever cjuarter it fhould 
come % 

The neighbouring powers were not uncon* The empe. 
ccrncd Ipcdators of thefe tranfaftions. The 
emperor ' law with much anxiety, that thofe 
Barnes which had burnt {o long in the Nether- 
lands, were now likely tp burft out with greater 

• Dfeteren, ^. 197. • Rodolph II. 
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' XIV ^' ^^^^ *^ ^^^' *^^ having ^eca fduc^tf 4 

» v ' ^ ftt the court of Maciri4 under FhUipi witH 

'^^*- whom he wifticd to live on amicable terms, h« 
Jiad ihcwn bimfclf exceedingly difpleafed with 
the eondyft of .Matthias ^ had given Philip en- 
tire fatisfafUon with regaid to hi$ own inten^ 
pons ; and had refolved to take no pther part in 
the diifenfions of the Netherlands^ but that of 
employing his intercefllon and advice. He 
did not however oppofe the levies which the 
Count Palatine was making for the fervice of 
the States, either becaufct he knew that his pro-» 
hibition would npt have been regarded, or bcr 
caufe he defxred to prefervp a &xi& neutrality 
l)etween thp contending parties^ 

ttoryin^ JiENEY III* of France w^ too much occur 
^ ^»'*^ p|g^ in hjg ^yfYi dominions^ to have leifure to 
enter deeply into the affairs of the Netherlands, 
For many ages, France had feen no king, of 
whofc reign the people entertained more fan- 
guine cxpedations. Having, in his^ early 
yopth| been appointed commander in ?hief by 
his brother Charlc^i he had given fignal proof 
pf uncommon abilities? The French had flat:^ 
t^^red themfelve? with the hopes of feeing their 
J^ingdom rcftored by him to its ancient fplen-? 
(ior J hiis fame was univerfally difiufcd| -and th?; 
Polifli nobility had, with general applaufe, con-* 
ferr^d wpP'^ him their eleftiyc crown* But| 
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wheHj vpon ius brother's deathj he kfc Poland^ 
and fuccccded to the crown of France, it is in- 
conceivable how great a change he ieemed to 
have undergone. Irrefolute, inconftant, in- 
dolem, and voluptuous, with a niixture of the 
moft ridiculous fuperflition, he loft the confi- 
dence of the Catholics as well as Proteftants, 
whom he favoured and betrayed by turns. The 
unfteady and unfkilful hand, with which he held 
Ac reins of government, added daily new force 
to the virulence (^ faction, till every member of 
the flate, and almoft every individual in the 
kingdom was infeded. The Queen-mother 
employed all her art and influence to fupport 
his authority, but could not rcftrain her younger '^^^ sutw 
fon, the duke of Alen^on, now duke of Anjou, tothedukt 
from putting himfelf at the head, fometimesof 
one party, and fbmetimes of another, in oppo- 
fition to the king. To this prince, who was 
flow the prefumptive heir of the crown, the 
Flemings addrefled themfelves, after having in 
vain applied to the king.himfelf for protection. 
Anjou liftened with much pleafure to their ap- 
plication i and having conceived hopes of ob- 
taining the fovcreignty of the provinces, he 
made them the moft flattering promifes of af- 
fiftancc. Henry, far from oppofing the duke's 
de(igns9 confldered his leaving France as the 
Hioft fortunate event that could happen ; Qnce 
k^ would be thereby delivered from a great 
0^4 number 
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^xii? ^ ntimbcr of reftlcfs intriguing fpirits, by whom 
ii^^^ s /^-*^ the tranquillity of his kingdom had been difr- 
■ ^'** turbcd. But as he declined on this occafion to 
affift his brother in levying forces, partly frona 
inability, and partly froni the dread of ep^broilr 
ing himfelf with Philip, Anjou was not in a 
condition, till fome time after the prefent per 
riod^ to fulfil his (tngagcments. 

Tsi^rtm^t fj;^2 Flemings meani-whilc received Ae moft 
from iiuM. feafbnable affiftance from the queen of Eng- 
land. Don John had, fome months before, 
endeavoured to prepoflefs Elizabeth in his 
favour ; by reprefenting, that the difturbances 
in the Netherlands were entirely owing to the 
prince of Orange, and his adherents, who had 
broken the pacification of Ghent, and by their 
intrigues prevailed upon the States to violate 
the perpetual edift, Elizabeth pretended to 
give credit to this reprefentation, and ordered 
her ambaflador to reproach the States with 
their infidelity, and even to threaten then> 
with her refentment, in cafe they Ihould re-r 
fufe to adhere to their engagements. Thus 
far this artful princefs went, in order to per- 
fuade Philip, that fhe fcrioufly defired his fub- 
jefts in the Netherlands to maintain their alle-r 
glance. But in reality Ihe wifhed for nothing 
Jefs. In a political light (that light in which 
fhe pondudt of Elizabeth ought, almofl alwayi 

■**. '■■•""■■■•■ •■ ; '• 19 
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to be confidered) nothing could be more dc- ■ %!^^ 
firablc to her, than that the troubles of the ^ — >r^ 
XjoyfT Countries ihould continue ; and, if cither. '***• 
pf the two contending parties fliquld finally 
prevail, that vidborjr fhould fall rather on the 
fide of the people, than of the king. But 
when Ihe confidered th^ inequality of the dif- 
pute between him and the Flemings, fhe dread*', 
pd that the latter, if left to themfelves, niuft 
foon be compelled, cither to relinquilh their 
pretenfionS| or to throw themfelves for pro^ 
tedtion into the arms of Franj^e. She had 
therefore refolved to watch carefully over their 
conduft, and to afford them, from time to 
time, fuch al&ftance as their circumftstnces 
(hould require. She lent a favourable ear to 
the defence which was made by the prince of 
Orange and the States againft Don John's ac- 
culations | and fhe admitted of their juftifica* 
tion the more willingly, as in the reprefentadon 
given her of Don John's conduft on this occa- 
jGoni Ihe found reafon to believe that his inten- 
tions were no lefs hoftile with regard to hcrfelf, 
than with refpeft to the States and the prince of 
Orange. For William had taken particular 
care to inform her of fome intercepted letters 
of Don John^s, from which it appeared, that 
|ie entertained a fecret correfpondence with th? 
queen of Scots j that he had formed a plan^ to 
which the pope was privy, for fetting that prin^ 
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BOOK cefi uWxxtfi and that ^c ^ms incited t<» at* 

i„^..v^ tempt this» not only by the defire of diftrdfing 

*5^ £Uztbeth» but likcwifc by the wild ambidoii of 

manying the Scottifh queen, amd attaining, 

through her, pofiefiion of the^ritifh crowms* 

Aftek this difa>veiy, Elizabeth refolved no 
longer to keep any meaiures with Don John, 
but to tKCft heifelf with vigour in oppofing 
Ki^ re^-admiflion into the goTernment of the 
Netherl^ds. With this intention flic gave the 
Inofl: gracious reception to the marquis d'Hav- 
tee, the ambaflador of the States, and entered 
readily into a treaty, by which flie engaged to 
fumiih them with fui immediate fupply, both 
pf money and troops; upon condition, that 
the commander of thefe troops ihould be ad- 
mitted into the council of itate i ^nd that^ du^ 
ring the continuance of the war, no ftep j(houl4 
be taken, nor ^^y alliance formed without her 
confcAt". 

Elizabeth had no fooner lubfcribed thiii 
treaty, than being ftill defirous to avoid an open 
breach with Philip, fhe diipatched an ambaflfa-* 
dor ^ to Madrid, to rcprcfcht to Wm, that in 
Jicr )bte tranfadlion with the States, it waa far 

* Meterent p. 197. BentivogKo, p. 202. Camden, 
unjio 1 577, (&c» "" TbomiMi Wilkes, clerk, of the cQuocil. 
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^m her tftfemlioa to tncoumge diona ta wfoh- 
4«iw ifeeir alle^aACCj that, on the iconniiryi 
Ihe had employed the only means likdy t^ *^^** 
prove effectual to prevent them from caftin^ 
diemfelyes in defpair into the hand3 of fome 
other power, ^ She w^ deeply inftsrefted, ,ihe 
acknowledged, in faring her neighbours fron» 

oppre(fion» cfpeijially the Flemings, with wh<HX> 
the commercial ipterefts of her fubjefts had 
long be#n, and ftil} were fo clofely connected* 
This Ihe hoped wo^ld plead her excufe for ex* 
horting him to fubftitute in the room of his 
brother a governor^ in whom the ^opU cQtild 
repofe greater truft and confidence; and with 
whom fhe hcrfclf could inaixitain a more f^cnd* 
Jy intercpurfe, than ftic coujd ever hold witljk 
Pon John, after having difcovered hi^ dcfigm 
to invade her dominions, She concluded witfe 
intreatjpg him to redrcft the grievances of hi» ' 
FlemiQx fubjedUj offering to mediate b^twecg 
Jxim and them^ if her mediation copld be p^ 
ufe ; apd declaring, that if they flioyld refuf? 
to fulfil their late engagements, or attempt tp 
jtiake any innovation contrary to the pacifica^r 
tion of Ghent, ftie would affift him in r^pqing 
ihfip to obedience by force of arms ', 

« €»rtt» \^k x'^iii- Camden. 



Digitized by 



Google 



^36 HISTORY OF THE REIGN OF 

BOOK Elizabeth could not mean any thing bjr 
i, V * / this cnnbafly, but the fulfilling of an empty cc- 
'^'•^ remonial^ which was received by Philip, and 
performed by her, with equal infincerity. She 
did -not wait for a return to her embafly, but 
jMDceedcd inftantly to carry into execution her 
treaty vnth the States. Both the troops and 
money which fee engaged to furnilb, were im- 
mediately fent over; and the latter was re- 
mitted by the States to prince Cafimire, to en* 
able him to complete his levies, 

laTT^ftL '^"^ States had collefted a confiderable body 
of forces, which they ftationed in the neigh- 
bourhood of Namur j and if they had followed 
the counfel of the prince of Orange, who ex- 
hortcd them to lay fiege to that important for- 
trefe, they might have made themfelvcs matters 
of it, and prevented the return of the Spanifh 
troops. But many among them being ftill un» 
ihaken in their allegiance to the king, as well 
as in their attachmeftt to the popifh faith ; no- 
thing but their remembrance of the cruelties of 
Alva, and the late enormities of the Spaniards, 
could have induced them to concur in the mca- 
fures which the majority had adopted. Thefe 
men fondly imagined, that Philip would be 
paoved with their calamities, and perfuaded to 
fomply with their rcquefts. Being for this 
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jtafoft unwilling to begin hoftilitics, they urged b o o^ k 

&H)ngly tiie expediency of a defenfive war : and v y' ^ 
thus die army was fuflfercd, for fcveral mondis, *^^'* 
tb rem^n ina£tive> and time imprudendy ^vea 
for the arrival of tlK Italian and SpanKh 
troops ^ 



Although Philip did not entirely approve '^^^ ^ 
of his brother's condu6t» and defired to have «& mv^ 
obtained his ends by negociation and artifice ; 
yet, having failed in this way, he refolved> with* 
out hefitation, to employ force ; and he had 
accordingly lent orders to Alexander Farnef^ 
the prince ef Parma, to lead back the. troops 
from Italy, to die Netherlands, yrithout delay. 
On dieir arrival at Namur, being joined by 
other troops, which Don John had levied in the 
Neighbouring provinces, they compoftd an 
anny of fifteen thoufand foot and two thoufand 
horfe; while that of the States amounted only 
to ten thoufand foot and onie thoufand five hun- 
dred horie ; and was no lefs inferior to the- ene^ 
my in dilbiplinc, than in number. The States 
now faw their folly in having neglected to * 
make themfelves matters of Namur, as an en* 
trance had thereby been iecurcd for the Spani^ 
ards into die centre of the Netherlands. 

f Meteren, book riii. ttr initio; 
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TAt fitiiation in ^hich Il>tm Johh fo\ihd hiift^ 
ftlf at this timci 1<ras mtich mofe fuit^k W 
the talents which he poffeffedi than thofe nego- 
tiations tind treaties in which he had been 
hitherto cngaget}^ He had longed with ex- 
treme impatience for the arrival of the i^eesi 
and ardently defired to be revenged Upon the 
Sratei toftht injurious treatment which he ima^ 
gined be had rgceiTtecL Having got iliformi-* 
tiom that their army> commaaded by the Sieuf 
de Goignies> had kft their cimp id the neigh** 
boikrhood of NamuTi di^rd w^re retiring to^ardt- 
Brufiels^ he refelved to afttad& them oil thek 
inarch. With this intention be fent his cavalry 
hcSsxtCy under the printe ^6f Faitna^ and ibl^ 
iotwed them himfelf> as quickly ste poffibki with 
the fbot« Farnefe exectited the t;^ft comnrutted 
Thet»attie to him with great valoor. At thie head of hit 
^ttiT' t^ttdion he attacked the Flemifli davalry widi 
%incommon ^try^ and though they gave him a 
^irited reception* he foon compelled tHfem to ^ 
retire^ In the mean dme Don John came for< 
ward widi a chofeil body.of infantry^ and af*« 
forded him fuch a powerful fupport^ as enabled 
Km to driv« the enemy *s horfetKjfore him, till 
he ettered along i^ith ^em Into the ranks of 
^ their main army^ The Fkmifigfr believing the 
whole Spaniih forces to be at hand^ and being 
utterly unprepared for fofudden an attack^ were 
foon thrown into confufion anddifperfed. About 
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thttc dioufihd were killed^ aftd a gitat num- * ^iv'' 

ber, with the eomwwmdcr in chief, were taken 1--^" ^ ^ 

prifoneirs. T^e lofs on the fide of Ac con-* j«,2^* 

querws.was incof^derahle* **•• 

Afte* tWs vidlory Don Johii reduced Gem- 
blours, Loorain, Sichem^ Nivelfe, and feveral 
Other places, both in Brabant atid Hainault^ 
He defired likewift to have laid fiege to Bruf-* 
fcls ; but his council of war were of opinion^ . 
that his ftrength was not adequate to fb great 
an eirtcrprife, and thought it more expedient 
to aim at eafier conquefts, tiU his army fhould 
bcrftnforced. > 



The States in the mean time received an Amfttrfim 
abuftdant compenfation for their lofles in the thecoafedc^ 
fcuthern provinces, by the acquifition of pS^uai^ 
Amfterdam, To this wealthy city, ^ich ^^ 
even then was the greateft in the northern pro- 
vinces^ the duke of Alva hud, as mentioned 
abov«, given the moft particdtar attention j 
having expelled the proteftants, and put the 
government ^fetirely into the hands of rigid ca^ 
tholics, Thefe men, fupported by a numerous 
garrifon, had baffled all the attempts which 
had beeniateide by the States of Holland to re« 
duce tjiem. fiut being now 'hemmed in by 
their countrymen both by fea and land, and 
their trade ai];noft ruined, they atlaft cdnfented 
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1 o o K to accfcdc to the pacification of Ghent, and 
i--^^-L/ agreed to difband the poptih garrifon, to reca) 
?^7*' . the proteftant exiles, andto a^llowthem to hold 
their religious aflemblies without the city. It 
was not long before they repented of thefe con- 
cefliions. The proteftants being inflamed with 
' zeal for their religion ; impatient under the re^ 
ftraints which in the late agreegient had been 
laid upon them, fired with refentment for for- 
mer injuries, and fufpicious that the Catholics 
were again meditating fchemes for their expul- 
fion, they flew to arms, and having fupprefled 
the exercife of the popifli faith, they drove all 
the priefts, and others whom they fuipe&ed of 
malignant defigns, out of the city *• 

FMiip's an- In the midfl: of thefe tranfaftions John de 
&»te^^* Noircarmes, Baron de Selles, arrived from 
Spain, with Philip's anfwer to the application 
which the States had made to him fome Qionths 
before. It was fuch as they had reaibn to ex- 
peft, and contained an abiblutc denial bf dieir 
requefts, with regard to the removal of Don 
John, and the ratification of the ekdion of 
Matthias^ 

Hiestitet Convinced by this denial^ of the folly 6f 
g^^ thofc hopes which they had entertained,^ that 

• Van MetercBy p. 207. 
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tkc king would yield to their intreatics, and 
fenfible that they had fuffcrcd confiderable lofs^ 
from that want of difpatch and fccrecy which is 
incident to the procedure of a numerous aflem- 
bly i they enlarged the powers of Matthias and 
the prince of Orange^ and invefted them^ and 
the council of ftate^ with authority to conduct 
the operations of the war, without having re- 
couffe on every occafion to the aflembly of the 
States. , 

No time after this Was UnneCeiTafily loft. 
The troops which had been dilperfed at Gem* 
blours were coUefled, and of thefe> and th^ 
new levies, an army was compofed, amount- 
ing to eight thoufand foot and two thoufand 
horfe, partly Flemings, and partly Scots and 
Engliih. This army was ftationed in the 
neighbourhood of Lierres, in the centre of Bra- 
bant, under the command of the count de 
Boffut. Don John's army, after he had put 
garriibns into the towns which he had taken, 
was ftill fuperior in number ; and therefore he 
refolyed to march towards Boflut, before the 
auxiliaries, which the States expefted fron:> 
France and Germany, Ihould arrive. But he 
foon found that he had now to contend both 
with troops and a general much fuperior to thofe 
whom he had encountered at Gemblours* Boffut, ^**^« ^ 
from a (enfe of the inferiority of his forces, had 

Vol. II. R pitched 
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BOOK pitched his camp nejir the village of Rimenaht^ 



in a fituation extremely advantageous for prc- 
*^^*- venting the enemy from penetrating furthet in- 
to the provinces. On the one fide it w^ de- 
fended by the Demer, and on the other, by ft 
wood s and was fortified both before and behind 
with ftrong entrenchment?. Notwithftanding 
this, Don John refolved to attack it> unlcfs he 
couid provoke the count to quit his lincsj and 
Jm/ma" give him battle. The prince of Parma, who 
from his early youth was no lefs wife than 
brave, remonftrated againft this refolution, as 
being dangerous and deiperkte. ButDonJohii| 
being confirmed in his purpofe by the titter 
officers, gave orders for his army to advance^ 
after haying fent before a fclcft body of tro(^s, 
to attack an important pod, withoift the camp, 
which was guarded by fome EngUlh and Scotch 
fqriqes,. under colonel Nofris* Among the 
aifailaQits was.Don Alphonib Martinez de L^syvti, 
at the head of a company of two hundred ifteii, 
whom he maintained at his o>Vn expence, and 
who were all either gentlemen, or f(^diers who 
had diftinguifhed themfelves in former wars. 
Thefe men attacked the Britifh troops widi un- 
common fury. After a fhort refii^^ce> the 
latter began to retreat,* but in good or4eir> an4 
with their faces turned towards the enetny. 
'The Spaniards, to fecond whom Doh John 
iia.d fent feveral battalions of freftila-obps, not 
5 lufpeaing 
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fuipefting any artifice, and believing the ene-^ * ^ ^o k 
my to be intimidated, followed them with ^^ — v— f 
much precipitation, till they had pafled a nar- ^^ * 
row defile within reach of the artillery of jHe 
Flemifli camp. Norris then returned to the TtJcSpani. 
charge, and the combat was renewed with «d by ch« 
greater fury than ever* lie was reinforce^ "^ 
witi troops fent him from the camp, an4 both 
parties, being nearly equal, fcemed ^etermifi* 
ed to die or conquer. Thi? gallant Englifh* 
man animated his army by his own example^ 
and had three horfes killed under him. The 
Scot$, impatient of the feeat, jfopght in their Augatt it, 
hlrtsii $ind aftonithed the ene^ny wit^ the fing^^ : 
larity of their appearance. In the mean timp^ 
a body of troops, which h^ been placed iri 
ambulh, 'attacked the Spaniards in flank> an4 
Boflujt continued to fire uppiji them ii^ce0antly 
with hisartillery. They muft all have perifh^ 
ed, had not the prince ojf Parma obtained li* 
berty from Don John to advance at the head of > 
the <:avalry to their relief. By his fupcfiof 
prudence, he would have prevented this inqonf 
fidcrate oiterprifc ; and now, by his pf udenc? 
and bravery united, he faved the troops fron? 
thofe fatal confequqnccs, to which, through 
i!fydt own and the general's Confidence, they 
had been expofed. About nine hundred 
men, however, fell on the field of battle, . 
R 2 and 
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^ viv ^ *^d ^ confiderable number were taken pri- 
foncrs '. 

Don John, having thus failed in his attempt, 
and being fenfible that he could not, with his 
prefent army, keep the field againft the nume- 
rous forces that were ready to pour in upon 
him from France and Germany, retreated, 
with the refolution of afting for the future on 
the defenfive only, and pitched his camp under 
the fortifications of Namur . 

Trettyaf Xhe States concluded about this time their 

wichAajoH. treaty with the duke of Anjou, which confifted 
of the following articles: — That, under the 
title of protestor of the Netherlands, the duke 
Ihould furnilh, at his own expence, ten thou- 
,fand foot and two thoufand horfe: that ill the 
conquefts which he fliould make on the Flan- 
ders fide of the Maefe, fliould belong to thtf 
States; and thofe on the other fide to himfclf : 
that, for the accommodation of his troops, 
Landrecy, and Quefnoy in Hainault, arid Ba- 
paume in Artois, fliould be put in his poflTef- 
'fion : that the Stat^ fliould not enter into 
any agreement with Don John, without the 
duke's confent ; and that, in cafe they Ihould 

* Bentivoglio, book x* Strabo, 1. iii. Metereo* p, 225. 
Thuaaus, lib. Ixvi. fefl. xii. 
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hereafter think proper to deft another fovercign, " 5 v ^ 

they fliould make choice of the duke ; but that u— vL^ 
in the mean time the government (hould remain '^^** 
entire in the hands of the. States. 

Agreeably to the firft article of this treaty, Dcfigm of 
Anjou had affembled a confiderable body of ^ * ****** 
troops in the neighbourhood of Mons, to 
which place the States fent a folemn embafly to 
intreat that he would quicken his march into 
the interior provinces. They intended, that 
their own army fhould unite with his, and that 
of Cafimire, and that all the three armies 
fhould aft in concert with one another, in ex- 
pelling Don John, before he fhould receive a 
reinforcement from Spain or Italy. Nor was 
it without apparent reafon that they entertained 
the l^opes of accomplifhing this defign. Prince 
Cafimire had pafTed the Rhine and the Maefe, 
and advanced as far as the town of Diefl, in 
Brabant. His army, when joined with that of The-r nu- 
the States, amounted nearly to forty thoufand- 
foot and twenty thoufand horfe, and was greatly 
fuperjor to any which Don John could muftcr 
to oppofe it. 

But a variety of caufes concurred in render- itt ooera. 
ing almofl ufelefs thefe mighty preparations ; edTnlfftc^' 
and a {jpint of divifion arofe, by which the 
people in the more fertile provinces loft for 
R 3 ever 
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^ XIV '^ ever that liberty, for which th^y had fo ftrenu- 
V-— ^^-Lj oufly contended, ait the very time v^hen it was 
'^^•* moft in their power to fecure it on a firm and 
permanent foundation. For although, accord- 
ing to the tcftimony of the catholic, as well as 
the proteftant hiftorians, nothing could exceed 
the prudence and ih6deratibn with which the 
pnnct of Orange conduced the affairs of go- 
vernment, it foon appeared, that no human 
'♦yifdom was fuiRcient to prefetVe harmony and 
concord^ where there were fo many grounds of 
jcaloufy and difcontent. Of this difcontent 
and jealoufy/ religious bigotry was the princi- 
pal, but not the only caufe. Ambition and 
intereft joined their influence to that of reli- 
gion, and not only divided the people them- 
Jelves into fa6tions, the moft inveterate and 
hoftile, but created fulpicion and difcord, be- 
tween them and the foreign powers which tJiey 
had called to their ^ftance. 

The qqeen of England had heard, with 
great uneafinefs, of the late treaty between the 
State3 and the duke of Anjou, She knew not, 
at this time, how far Henry was concerned in 
his brother's enterprife, nor what fchemcs of 
conqueft thefe twcTprinces might have formed. 
She confidered what great advantages their 
neighbourhood afforded them for the execution 
of thefe fchcmesi and for^faw the prejudice 
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which might accrue to the Englifti xiafioo, if ^^^^ 
the Netherla^s were to fall under fubjeaion y^r^^ 
to the crown of France, Jn order to prevent *^' ' 
this, and counterbalance the pqwcr and in- 
fluence of Anjou, fhe had made fuch ^mple re- 
mittances of money to prince Cafimirc, as had 
enabled him to augment the number of his 
army, which confifted wholly of proteflants, 
confidcrably above what the Stajccs had either 
^xpeiSted or defired. This alarmed the jealgufy 
of ^ the catholics in the Lx)w Countries, who 
dreaded the aj^roach of fo great an army of re- 
formers, and fuipefted that Cafimire, in con- 
cert with Elizabeth, had conceived the defigp 
of extirpating the popifh faith. They did not 
coQceal their apprehenfigns* Even the prince 
pf Orange, and other moderate proteftants, 
joined in vemonfkrating with Cafimire, on the 
neccflity of his difmifling a part of his forces* 
But this remonftrance ferved only to alienate 
him from the prince of Orange and the council, 
and to render him lefs attentive to their inftruc- 
tions with regard to the conduft of the war. 
He was likewife highly offended with the pre- 
ference which the States had given to the count 
of Boffut, by appointing him commander in 
chief of the army; and he made them feel his 
Ecfentment, by the flownefs of all his military 
pperatigns, and his continual demands of fup- 
plicjs for (the payment of his troops *. 

^ Reidanoty p. ajt 26, 
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BOOK But the intemperate zeal and ambitioa of 
V— >^w the proteftants were produftivc of ftill more 
intlm^n» pernicious cflFefts. Not fatisfied with the fccu- 
mbiti^nof rityfrom pcrfecution which they had enjoyed 
theprotef. ^^^6 the pacification of Ghent, they took 
courage from the great number of proteftants 
in the army, and petitioned Matthias and the 
States, to be allowed to hold their religious 
aflemblies openly in churches, and to be ad- 
mitted, on the fame footing with the catliolics, 
to the feveral officfes of government. They 
ought certainly to have remained filent, as they 
had done hitherto, till the common enemy had 
been expelled, and the public tranquillity efta- 
bliflied. Yet their conduft admits of fome 
' apology : their party had greater influence now 
than it was likely to poflTcfsi if the catholics 
were delivered from their dread of the Spaniards, 
and they could not forefee thofe fatal confe- 
quences with which their application was after- 
wards attended. 

But whatever judgment may be formed of 
their difcretion^ the States thought it neceflary, 
* left the army ftiould have proved refradory, to 
comply with their requefts. The pacification 
of Ghent required that religion fhould remain 
on the fame footing on which it ^ftood at the 
time of that treaty, till the States of all the pro- 
vinces fhould be affembled; yet the States^ 
now partially affembled^ confented, not 'only 
3 thi« 
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that the proteftants fhould have accefs to all ^^,2 ^ 
public offices^ but likewifc that they Ihould <■■ v ' 
have churches allowed to them in every place '*^ * 
where a hundred families refidedj upon this 
condition, that in Holland and Zealand the 
fame indulgence fhould be granted to the ca- 
tholic inhabitants. To this decree diey gave 
the name of the Peace of Religion ; and each 
of the provinces was left at liberty to accept or 
rejed it, as they fhould judge expedient. 

In fome cities it proved a falutary remedy Thcmiiiii^ 
for the diforders with which they were diflraft- ^wnct$I 
edj but, in many others, it added malignity 
to that poifon, which raged in the minds of the 
more violent religionifls, and was the iburcc 
of the mofl pernicious animofity and difcord. 
It gave no contentment to the zealots of either 
party, but contributed to inflame them more 
than ever againfl each other, by' adding frelh 
materials to that inveterate jealoufy and ran- 
cour which their bigotry inipired, but which 
had been laid afleep for fome time pafl, by 
their ^apprehenfions of the common danger. 
The catholics every where^ but in a few cities 
of Flanders and Brabant, oppofed the execu- 
tion of this decree s and the reformers derived 
little advantage from it, except in thofe places - 
where they overpowered their. antagonifts by 
fuperior numbers. In the provinces of Artois 
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BOOK and Hatnauk^ where the Reformation h&d 
« — ^^ never made any coniiderable, prOgrefs^ the 
K '*^** people rcjeAed the decree with the moft deter-* 
mined obftinflcy> and refufed to allow theexer^ 
cife of any other religion but the cathojyic with- 
in their territories i while the people pf Ghent 
and other place** in which th« maj<jrity wera 
proteftaatsy A&uated by the jaone intolerant 
and bigotted fpArit* expelled the pofifh cede- 
fiaftics, feized their effe6b> and fpoiled the 
churches^of their ornaments. 

pifc^fabe. BsTWEisN the people of Gheat and the 
'wInlJns Walloons ^ a particular ground of enmity had 

Mj^Ficm. fubfifted, C¥cx fmce the former had c^ft the 
duke d'Arfchot land his attendants intp priiqn. 
For moil of thefc were perfons of rank in the 
Walloon provinces ; and the Ghentefe had not 
only rejefted every folicitation in their behalf, 
but had even treated rhem with feverity during 
their confinement. The Walloons were, for this 
reafon, the more readily incenfed by the ac- 
counts which they received of the late enormi* 
ties committed againft the catholics, whic;h 
they juftly regarded as a violation, on the p*rt 
of the proteftants, of their late engageiwnt3. 
Forgetful therdfore of the danger which thtea- 
tened them, and liftening only to the voicf f^ 

' ^ The natives of Artois^ Haiivault, and the other foatharn 
provincet. 
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mdighaticm und rcfentiTicnt, they began to fe- book 
parate thetnlHves from the other provinces, ^. y ' # 
and rcfufed to contribute tJieir ftiarc of the *^^** 
money neceffary for the payment of the troops. 
" We took arms/'Vfaid ritey, •• to vindicate 
** our liberty; but what will it avail us to be 
•^ ddrvered from the Spanifli yoke, if we muft 
^« ftibmit to a jroke no lefs galling and intole* 
'^ rable, impofed upon us by our countryrti<^ ; 
** who, under the pretott of teal againft tht 
<^ tyranny of the Spaniards, fhew now that 
*^ their only defign has been to tyrannize over 
** us themfelves ?" The other ptovincesrepre^ 
fentcd to them the mifchievous confequences 
with which their conduft muft be titttnded; 
and accompanied their reprefentation^ with 
prayers and threats j btit the Walloons rtmsin- 
ed inflexible, and (bon afterwards they gave a 
ftriking proof of their hoftile difpoiition, by re- 
luiing to deliver the towns of Landrccy, Quef- 
nois, and Bapaume, to the duke of Aniou, in 
conformity to the treaty above recorded. Not 
fatisfied with this, they began to prepare open- 
}y for war, and emrployed the contributions, 
which had been raifed fox paying the army ot 
the States, in levying fortes againft the Flem- 
ings. The Flemings t|uickly armed thenrielvcs 
5n their defence, and feveral rencounters hapi* 
pencd between the Walloons and them, that 
were equally pernicious to both. 

Pkincb 
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9 o o K P&i^cs Cafimire's troops and thofe of the 
i_ ^-V> States had been for fome time pail united^ and 
J57V pon John was not poiTefTed of a force fufficicnt 
of thatdif. to oppofe them i but the famous and refractory 
fpirit of the Walloons and Flemings had difi\if- 
editfelf into almoft every part of the Nether- 
lands, except the provinces of Holland and 
Zealand. Many cities withheld their contri- 
butions, and the army was extremely. ill pro* 
vidcd with every thing neccflfary to render the 
operations of the campaign ineifedual. Bof- 
fut's principal objeft was to compel the enemy 
to a general engagement; and for this purpofe;^ 
after taking two or three towns of little cqnfe* , 
quence, he led his troops within view of the 
camp in which Don John had entrenche(^ hifn- 
felf, under the fortifications of Namur, With . 
an army fo much fuperior in number to the 
enemy, the count might have forced the en-- 
trenchments \ but being neither furnifhed with 
pioneers, cannon, or a fufficient quantity of 
ammunition, and finding Don John unalterably 
determined to keep within his camp, he wad 
obliged to retire. His troops, in the mean 
time, were highly dilcontchtcd, on account of 
their want of pay. His difcipline was unavoid- 
ably relaxed. The country was opprefled and 
plundered. Cafimire accepted of an invitation 
from the Ghentefe, to aflift them with a part of 
'^ his forces againft the Walloons, It became 

dahgerpus 
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dangerous to keep the remainder of the army • ^^ 1^ 
any longer in the neighbourhood of the Spanifh 1— -yl^ 
camp, and it was foon afterwards found im- *^^ * 
practicable to fupport it. A part of the troops 
therefore was difbanded, and the reft were put 
into garriibn in the fortified towns. 

The duke of Anjou's army was not better 
provided with the means of fubfiftence than that 
of the States, and its operations were equally 
inlignificant. Confcious of his inability to fulfil 
his engagement, Anjou graiped at thofc pre- 
texts for eluding them, which the conduft of 
Cafimire, and that of the Walloons, afforded 
him. He complained bitterly of the treatment 
which he received from the latter, who not on* 
iy refufed him admittance into the towns which 
the States had promifed for the accommodation 
of his troops, but fhcwed themfelves no left 
unwilling to fumifli him with provifions, than 
if he had come to invade, and not to'proteft 
and defend them. He feems likewife to have 
fulpefted, and not without fome reafon, that 
Cafimire had formed fome private deligris, in- 
confiftent with that eftablifhment which he him- 
felf hadin view in the fouthern .provinces; and 
that he had carried his troops to the afliitance 
of the people of Ghent, in order to pave the 
way for executing thofe defigns. He therefore 
refufed to join his army with that of Bo0ut, 
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Vnlefs Cafimine ihcaild return to it; md whell 
Matthias and the prince of Orange failed m 
'^ their endeavours to prevail on Cafunire (€o 
whom the Gheotele had ad«mced a confider^ 
aUe fum of isK>ney, to induce him to remain 
with them), Anjou broke up his campy and 
fufFered a part of his army to go over to the Ba- 
ron de Montigny^ who was commander in chief 
sb that time of the forcea of the Walloons % 

coDciufion :SvcH yms the eonclufion of this caixipaigni 
^t^cam- ^^ fy^i^ ^j^g jff^ of all the mighty prcpara-p. 

tiottS irhich the States had made for 41 vigorous 
^t>fecutiQn af the war. The people themfehresj 
infte«id of uniting their efl%>rts againil the com« 
mon enemy^ wage war with one ^lotheo vk 
violation of the moft iblemn engagements^ in^ 
Co which they had entered only a few months 
before i and the princesy who hadunderukea 
to deliver the Flemings fix>m the Spaniih y<^e^ 
inHft themfelves, in oppofition to each other> 
susder the banners of thofe inveterate fadions, 
which threaten this unhappy peofde with de^^ 
flfudton* 

- CAstMiftc went over to England to juftify 
tib conduft to Elizabeth, and Anjou fent an 
^itenbaiTador to the States to make an apology 

< '\ * Meteren» p« 233. Grptiu% p«6q. 
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i» JUi^ by reprcfeiMingi ditt hh tJ^dop* hftd » ^;^f^ 
joiMd thofe of Motidgny .wichout liis ooafeMi ^. v ' ^ 
b^tthltl the Stnei had no itafon to drdftd the '^^ 
^ooJ^tkr^ces of thac ftep, fmoi the OhentdSft 
ymid be thereby more eafily teikaitied from 
th^ excefles^. The States, thinking it pru^ 
dent td difiemble dveir refentment, admitted of 
Ms tqpelogy; and, that they might ftill re- 
ihiutt On friendly terms with him, they afiurcd 
his ambaffadorB, that they had a juft fcnfc of 
gratitude fOr the efforts which the duke had 
Httrie in their behdlf ; thkt, as foon hs poffibl*, 
they wouW rtfiittd his expences; and rfiaftr, 
if tJaey Ihould ever find it ntccflary to cleft 
toother prince, in the place of the king of 
Spaih, they would make him an offer tof the 
fovereigiity. 

DcrinO the courfe of the tranfaftions that ^^*^^ ^^ 
haVc been related, Don John had kept his </Auftfir* 
troops within their camp at Namur. They 
might now have left it without danger; but 
Don John had been fcized, fome weeks before, 
with a violent iUnefs, which cut him off befop^ 
he had reached the thirtieth .year of his ^e* 
His death was by fome afcribed to poifon^ b%it^ 
according to others, it was owing .fiartly to dif- 
eafe, and partly to that ohagrih waioh he conr 
ceived from the negligence with which his re- 
peated applications for money and troops were 
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BOOK trcJlte4 by the Spaniih miniftcr*. Fbnd to^ 
w. V ' » excefs of military glory^ and confcious of ta«< 
Oal^. k*^^ which would probably have enAired fuc- 
cefs> he lamented bitterly the neceffity which 
the weakncfs of his army impofed upon him, 
of remaining fo long inactive, and folicited his 
brother for a reinforceoient with the moft 
earned: importunity. Nor was it only becaufe 
Philip was averfe to a vigorous profccution of 
the war, that he deferred complying with his 
requeft. After that renown, which Don Joha 
acquired in the battle of Lepanto, his conduft, 
» as above related, contained lb clear a difcovery 
of his views, as could not but alarm the fulpi^ 
cious temper of the king, who thenceforth 
kept a watchful eye upon all his brother's 
moft fecret motions j and when he fent him to 
the Netherlands, refolved never to intruft him 
with fuch a numerous army as might enable 
him to execute any ambitious defign. Philip's 
fufpicions, during his brother's refidence in 
the Low-Countries, were kept perpetually a- 
wake, by reports of his having formed a de- 
fign of marrying the queen of Scots. To 
thefe reports Philip gave credit, perhaps too 
eafily. By his orders, Don John's fecretary 
Effovedo, who had fomented his matter's 
ambition, was privately put to death. It was 
'believed by many, that he iffued the like or- 
ders with regard to his brother, and that this 
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young heroic prince died of poiron9 given * ^^ ^ 
him by certain popifh ecclcfiaftics, inftigated ^ — -w 
by the court of Spain. But whatever ground '^^*' 
there was for this perfuafionj there is little 
room to doubt thatj from jealoufy of his bro- 
ther, more than any other caufe, Philip with- 
held the fupplies neceflary for carrying on the 
war. And to this circumftance the troops of 
the States were indebted for their prefervation 
from that ruin, to which their divifions had ex- . 
pofedthem^ 

' MflBrea, p. 234. Grociiis, &c» 
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THE 

HIST O R Y 

OP THE REIGN OF 

PHILIP THE SECOND, 

KING OF SPAIN. 
B O O K XV. 



DON JOHN having on his.death-bed ap- ® ^^ ^ 
pointed the prince of Paraia to fuccecd k^'^s ^ ^j 
him, his choice was foon afterwards approved,, jhep^cc 
arid ratified by the king. %f^. 



This young prince had on many occafions, Hischmc- 
fince his arrival in the Netherlands, given 
proof of confummate prudence, and the moft 
intrepid vdour. Temperate^ vigilant, and in- 
defatigable, he could dcfcend to the moft mi- 
nute detail in all military operations, and was 
always the firft to expofe himfelf to toil and 
danger, and the laft to retire. Pliant in his 
manners^ and infinuating in his a^drefs ; he 
S "2 could 
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* XV ^ ^^^Id fpeak moft of the European languages^ 
»■■ v ' " f ^nd accoiTimodate himfelf to the foldier$ of all 
'^^•' the different nations of which the army was 
compofed. He pofleffed a vigour pf bgdjly 
conftitution equal to that of his mind, joined 
yrith an elevated martial air and alpeft, which 
fcrveda in time of battle, to fill the enemy with 
terror, agd to inlpire his own troops with cou-. 
r^ge and confic^^ncc of fuccef^, 

He h^d np fopner performed the ^aft officea 
of his friend and kinfman, than he applied 
himfelf ^duoufly to fulfil the duties of tha^ 
important ftatiotn to which he was now ad-, 
yanced, W^il? the army of the States remain- 
ed in the field^ he was obliged, through the 
fmallnefs pf his numbers^ to follow the fame 

Elan which his predep eflor had purfued, and to, 
eep his little army ftrongly fortified within 
their camp; but when, from the caiifes^ above 
. / explained, i^pt only the army of th? S,t jtes,^ but 
likewife ifhe Germans and f'rench ipdef Cafi- 
mire and Anjou, were all either diflbiant^ed, or 
put into winter-quarters, Ff rnefe, cojfifi4cring 
thi^ as the pToppr fe^fon for ^£fcion, refolved to 
pndertake the fiege of fome important place, by 
the acquiiition of which he might increafe hi^ 
fefource§ for carrying op the yr^ix. 
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He hcfitatcd for fome time^ whether he ® ^^ '^ 



fliould enter firft upon the fiege of Maeftricht^ — v — 
or that of Antwerp. The benefit which he *^^'* 
would have derived from the pofleflion of the 
latter of thefe places, was greater than any 
which could arife from that of the former ; as 
Antwerp was the principal feat of wealth and 
commerce in the Netherlands, and was fituated 
in the moil advantageous manner for profecut- 
ing the conqueft of the maritime provinces ; 
but having weighed attentively the difficulties 
to be furmountcd in the fiege of a place pf fo 
great extent and itrength as Antwerp, he wifely 
refolved to begin with the fiege of Maeftricht^ 
in which he could engage with fewer forces, an4 
a greater probability of fuccefs '. 

In order to conce^ his defign from the States^ 
he direfted his march towards Antwc;jrp, and 
had a fharp rencounter with a body of French 
and Britiih forces, which were fent out to ob-^ 
ftru6t' his approach. Thefe he forced to retire 
under the fortifications of the city; imme- 
diately after which he turned back fuddenly^ 
and invcfted Maeftricht, before the States had 
time to furniih that town with the necefiary fup** 
plies of ilores and provifidns* 

* Bentivoglio, part It. lib.4. 
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The inhabitants were not hunrtcrous in pro- 
portion to the extent of the place * 1 but it Was 
Heuy?fiete ft^^oftgly foftificd, tni the want of ntimbers 
was abundantly fupp^lied by the martial fpirit <sf 
the people, wh*, beirig expofed by their fitua- 
tion to frequent ihvafions from foreign ene- 
mies, were well accuftomed to the ufe of arms. 
About fifteen hundred <rf them were enrolled; 
and by thefe, aivi a thoufand regular troops^ 
together with two thoufand of the ccmntry 
people, who .ftrved as pioneers, Madflticht 
was defended fbr ahnoft four months, againft 
an amny of fifteen thoufand foot and four diou- 
fend horfe, the beft-difciplined and brareft 
trbops in Europe, whofe operations were difcft- 
ed by the greateft military genius of the age. 
Amongfl the befieged there were two perfons> 
Scwart^enbourg de Heriie^ a Fleming, and 
Tappin, aFrcniihBttatti who condudfced the de* 
fence with a dixgiee of wifdom and lm^ef4dify 
that excited univerfal adtmratioii and ap- 
plaufe, * 

qondaa of The prince of Parma, having arrived be- 
fot-e the town in the beginning of March, fent 
Mondragone, with a part of the army, to the 
eaft fide of the river, to iiiveft The W»n t)f 
Vich i whilft he himfclf remained on tte other 

^ It is five Italian milea in circamference. 

^ fide. 
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fide, where he intended to make his principal 
attack. His firft objcft was to prevent the 
States from introducing any fupplies or rein- 
forcements. With this viewj he Ihut up the 
Maeic with two bridges of boats, one above 
and the other below the town, and drew quite 
round his camp, on both fides of the river, 
ftrong lines of circumvallation. Immediately 
after taking this precaution, he began to make 
his approach to the walls by trenches. The 
ganifon had the courage to make feveral 
fallies, by which his operations were retarded* 
At length, however, when by perfeverancCi 
and the power of fuperior numbers, his trenches 
were fufficiendy advanced, he planted two bat- 
teries, one againft the gate of Tongres, and 
the other againft the curtain, between the gate 
of Hoxter and that of the Crofs, While the 
battieries were played off with great fuccefs, the 
Royalifts pulhed forward the trenches, and 
were ready to enter into the ditch. The breach 
at the gate of Tongres was the firft made prac- 
ticable, and Farnefe refolved to aflault it with 
a feleft body of troops, drawn from the feveral 
nations of which his army was compofed. By 
thus mingling them, together, he inflamed their 
ardour and emuladon; but they met with 
equal ardour oH the part of their opponents, and, 
after an obftinate and Jbloody coiiflidt, were 
obliged to retire. 

S 4 Thi 
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^^y^ The prince, believing that this firft attempt 
^-•-v — ' had failed through the fmallnefs of the breach, 
B tic del renewed the fire of his batteries with redoubled 
M^l^richt. ^"T* ^^^ prepared for a fecond attack. In or- 
der to weaken the garrifon by dividing it, he 
refolved to make an aflault at each of the 
two breaches at the fame tiqie. His troops ad- 
vanced, in the face of the enemy's cannon, with 
the moft undaunted intrepidity. The befieged 
ftood undifmayed till they approached, and 
nothing could exceed the fury with which both 
parties began the combat. Their fire-arms 
foon ceafed to be of ufe to them; for they 
came im'mcdiately to clofe fight, in which they 
could employ only their pikes and fwords. In 
one of the breaches De Herle, and in the other 
Tappin, gave the moft fplendid proofs of ca- 
pacity and valour. The aflailants, enraged at 
meeting with fuch obftinate refiftance from an 
enemy fo much inferior in number, exerted 
their utmoft vigor to overpower them. The 
adtion was furious and delperate. The ruins 
of the wall, and the ground on both fides, were 
ftrewed with the dead . and dying. Stones 
hurled down from the bulwarks, and artificial 
fires, which the befieged launched among the 
aflailants, incrcafcd the confufion. Thofe fires 
happened to lay hold of the barrels of gun- 
■' powder which ftood near for the ufe of the 

combatants. The explofion. was terrible^ and 
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many on both fides periftied by this fatal acci- ^ R.S "^ 
dent. The air refounded with cries, and fhrieks> ^^ — ^^ 
and groans. The earth was covered with '^^*' 
mangled carcaffes j yet thofe who furvived 
ftill maintained their ground with the fame un- 
conquerable obftinacy as before, and, from the 
horrid fcene which lay around them, feemed 
only to derive frelh rage and fury. The prince 
of Parma gave orders at laft, witli much re- 
lu£tance, for founding a retreat. The refolu* 
tion and fortitude of the befiegcd, he perceiv- 
ed, were not to be overcome. Even if he 
could have mounted the breach, and kept pof* 
feffion of it, this would not have availed him, 
as other fortifications had been raifed within, 
which rendered the town almoft as impregnable 
as before. ^ 

Upon reviewing his troops, the prince found 
that many of his belt officers had fallen, and 
that the regiments of Spanifh veterans were ex- 
tremely diminiihed. He foon xompleted his ' 
numbers, by making draughts from the garri- 
fons of the towns in his poffeflion. But when 
he reflected on the charafter of the befieged, 
he perceived the neceflity of laying afide all 
thoughts of taking the town by ftorm, and re- 
folved to content hinifelf with the flower, me- 
thod of undermining the fortifications, employ- 
ing for this purpofe a prodigious number of 
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piohecrs, and taking cfFeftual care in the mean 
time, to render it impoffiWe for the befiegcd to 
»57^* receive any reinforcement or fupplips. 



BOOK 
XV. 

i— V ' 



TbcSutet The States were not neglectful of the prefef- 
wt?i«" vation of a place, where both the garrifon and 
litwit. inhabitants had Ihewn themfelves fo worthy of 
their attention. Having Imne time before rc- 
- . ceived the celebrated La Noue into their fer- 
vicc, they had appointed him governor of 
Maeftricht, and given him the charge of con- 
dufting thither the reinforcements which they 
intended for the relief of the befieged. No-^ 
diing was omitted by La Noue to fulfil their 
expedations ; but fo pernicious were the con^ 
fequences of that fpirit of difcord, which ftill 
raged as fiirioufly as ever, between the pro- 
teftants and catholics, that, although the coun- 
cil of ftate, feconded by the prince of Orange, 
gave him all theaflifttoce ih their power, he 
was never able to coileft a force fufficient to 
CKcute his purpofe. The fituation therefore 
of the befieged was become extremely deplo- 
rable. The garrifon, -which in the beginning 
of the fiege confifted of a thoufand men, was 
how reducefd to four hundred, and the citizens 
and country-people had fuffcred a proportion- 
able diminution. Their provifions began ta 
fail, and their ftore of gunpowder was nearly 
c)i:haufted. 
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Thehi diftrefles wdre much augmented td- ® *5cv *^ 
Vrard^ the middle of June, by their lofs of a ra- ^■■ ' v ' *^ 
velin, which had enabled them to give gre*t '^* 
annoyance to the enemy. To Acquire poflef- 
fion of this ravelin had been the chief ofcgeft. of 
the prince of Parma's operations for feveral 
v^eckss and, though he met with the moft fpi- 
rited rcfiftance, he at length accomplilhed hii 
defign, and could, with a large cavalier which 
he conftrufted, overlook the walls, and fcour 
the town with his guns, almoft from the one end 
to the other. Still however the befieged, ani- 
mated by the Hopes of relief, refufed to' ca- 
pitulate. 

But the fiege was brought to a conclufion Macftricht 
much fooner than either of the two contending Srprifcf 
p^e^ had reafen to eipeft. On the 29th of 
June, it was fulpefted by fomc Spanifli foldiensj 
that the wonted vigilance of the garrifbn was 
Klai^ted* In order to know the truth with ccr* 
tainty, thefe men crept filcntly to the top of 
the rampart, and found that the defendants 
were not only few in number, but overpower- 
ed with fatigue and heat, and buried in (leepi 
Of ^8 they carried information to the gene- 
rd$ who without delaty ordered fuch of his 
troops as were neareft, to afcend the.ranripart 
with as little noife as poflible. They were im** 
mediately foltowed by all the reft of the army. 

4 The ' 
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The garrifon were thus fuddenly overwhelmed, 
and almoft all of them were put to the fword. 
»S79* The inhabitants fought delpcratcly 5 but they 
funk at laft under the fuperior force of the 
affailants, who fpared neither fex nor age j and 
continued the flaughtcr, till of eight thoufand 
citizens, only three hundred remained. Dc 
Hcrle efcaped by difguifing himfelf in the ha- 
bit of a menial fervant j and Farnefe ifiued 
ftrift orders to fparc the life of the valiant 
Tappin'- 

Theptince DuRiNG the (lege of Maeftricht, various po«> 
bbmirrw litical negociations were carried on by the op- 
■iUwIb'"' pofite parties. The prince of Orange had at 
ohent. ^-^ ^jj^^ j}^^ ^j^gf direction of all the meafures 
that were purfued by the States and council i 
Matthias having, from a confcioufnefs of his 
own want of experience, left the entire admi- 
niftration in his hands. The difTeiifions bcr 
tween the Walloons and Flemings had from 
the beginning given him deep concern, and he 
had omitted nothing in his power to heal them. 
Among the Walloons he had little influence, 
by reafon of their abhorrence of his religion, 
and the jealoufy which they had conceived of 
his defigns. On the other hand, the Ghehtefe, 
who, in that age, were noted for their turbulent 

' BentivogUoy pirt it. lib. i. Melcreo, lib. »• 
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and fcflitious fpirit, had been wrought «p by 
certain faftious leaders to a degree of madnefs, 
and were long deaf to all the remonftrances '^^ 
which he could employ. St. Aldegond> whom 
he fent to deal with them, exerted, but in ^ain, 
all the addrefs and eloquence for which he was 
fo highly celebrated. The interpofition of 
Matthias and the States was equally ineffefhial. 
Nor did they pay any greater regard to the re- 
prefentations and threats of Elizabeth, who 
fent over an ambaflador*' on purpofe to per-^ 
fuade them. At length the prince of Orange 
went himfelf to trej^t with them. They had 
lately inveighed againfl: him, with great feveri- 
ty, for his moderation towards the catholics; 
and had fuffered fome of their preachers to 
arraign him on this account, as infincere in 
his religious profeffion. But, being flattered 
with thj^t regard and confidence of which his 
prefent vifit was expreflive, they rcfumed their 
wonted affe&ipn to his perfon ; and, after he 
had ftaid iaiiiong them fome weeks, they com- 
plied with the feyefal requefts which they had 
hitherto rejeSccJ. They confented tp make re-* 
ftitution of (he goods of wl^ich they had plun- 
dered the popifh ecclefiaftics i permitted the 
re-cftabliihment of the rites and ceremonies of 
(he Romilh churchy forbad all abufive lan- 

< Mr,I>tTldroii, 
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• o o K guagC) whether in the pulpit pr in private af- 
^-^-'_f fcmblics, and engaged to yield a aiorc pronnpt 
wf- obedience for the future to the authority of the 
Sute$% 

It foon however appeared, that nothing but 
William's perfonal influence had, induced them 
to make thefe conceffions* In a few months 
afterwards, being incited by the fame fa^ious 
leaders to whom they had formerly liftened, 
they indulged themfelves in the moft unjufli* 
fiable exceilesi they plundered the churches 
and monafteries, expelled the ecclefiaftics from 
the town, and feized their eflfedls, which they 
diftributed among the Germans, whom they 
had called to their affiftance againii the Wal- 
loons, Thefe and other enormities occafioned 
the prince of Orange to vifit the Ghehtefe a 
iecond time ; when they made him an offer of the 
government of the province. He prudently de- 
clined accepting this offer; but having again 
employed all his influence to quafh the prefent 
diflentions in the city, he fucceeded fi> far as 
to be able to compel Imbife the chief magistrate, 
together with his faAious adherents, to leave 
the city. He likewife put the magiftracy into 
the hands of the more moderate reformers, fet 
at liberty fuch of the Walloon nobility as were 

* ThnanQs, Ub. Ixvi. 
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ftill in prifoni and procured for the catholic in-> b o o x 

habitants^ liberty of private worflup, an4 ie«> yr^ ^ 'r^ 

curity from moleftation '• • *^^' 

William laboured with no lefs eameftnefs to 
aflfu^e the refentment of the Walloons^ who, 
although they had not been the firft aggreflbrsj^ 
perfifted in their hoftile' difpofition^ with the 
moft unconquerable obftinacy. By the arti<* 
fices of Matthew de Moulard^ bilhop of 
Arra9> the count de La Lain^ the marquis de 
Rqubaisj and others of the nobility^ who be* 
held with deep malignity William's unrivalled 
credit and authority^ the people had conceived 
the mQft incurable fufpicions, thatj far from 
being actuated by n difmtereCted attachment to 
tl^c civil or religious liberty of the province, 
he intended only his own exaltation^ and was 
preparing to eftablifii it upon the ruins of the 
catholic faith. They lent a deaf ear therefore 
to every plan of accommodation that was pror ^ 
|K)fedj cither by the prince himfelf, or by 
Matthias and the States ; who^ they knew, were 
emirely direfted by his counfels ». 

The prince of Parma was too fajgacious not The priMt 
to difcern the advantage which this difpofition jli^,™* 
9f ithc Walloons aflford^ him, for drawing '^^^'^' 

f Gro^ Ub. Si. I Rfid^ioi^Ub. U. p. 29- 
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them back to their allegiance. Soon after the 
death of Don John of Auftria, he had, for 

^^^^ this purpofe, begun a negociation with their 
leaders -, upon which he had beftowed particu- 
lar attention, in the midft of thofc military 
occupations in which the fiegc of Maeftrichc 
had engaged him. In order to fruftratc his en- 
deavours, the prince of Orange and the States 
rcmonftrated ta the Walloons on the infidelity 
which would be juftly imputed to them, if 
they fliould enter into any feparatc terms 
of agreement; and reprefented to them the 
danger to which they would thereby expofe 
tbemfelvesy as well as the other provinces, of 
being again enthralled by the Spaniards. The 
Walloons could not entirely diveft themfelves 
of the fcruples, which thefe remonftrances were 
calculated to excite i nor were they free from 
thofe apprehenfions of the Spaniih tyranny, by 
which the other provinces were fo much dif- 
quieted. They had not forgot the fcenes of 
treachery and violence, of which they had 
been fo often witnefles i and found it difficult 
to rely on the' promifes of thofe, whbfe infin- 
cerity they had fo frequently experienced. On 
the other hand, their bigotry, joined with the 
inveterate jealoufy wliich the nobility entertain- 
ed of the prince of Orange^ formed an infur- 
mountable obitacle againft any agreement with 
the Flemings. Thai hatred with which they 

had 
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had been kmg ^uatcd againft the Spaniards, ^ ^y '^ 
began* to yield to a more imptacable averfion w. ^^« ^ 
againft the protcftants'; and in this they were '^^' 
coilfirmid by the addrefs of the bilhop of 
Arras, and the other agents of the prince of 
Parma i Whofe propofals of accommodation 
they were now .inclined to embrace, provided 
it could; be done confiftently with thofe folemn 
engagements, under which they had lately 
come to the other provinces. To thefe en- 
gagements, according to the fenfe in v/hich 
they themfelveis underftood them, they ad- 
hered with inflexible fidelity ; and perfifted to 
the laft in requiring that all foreign troops 
fhould be immediately difmifled j that the pa- 
cification of Ghent Ihould be fully executed ; 
and that Philip fliould recognife their right to 
form alliances either within or without the 
Netherlands, in cafe of Iny infraftion, on his 
part, of the articles of this pacification. 

Of" their feveral demands, there was none Th«span*fli 
which the prince of Parma found it fo difficult iTi^,ll]cnt 
to digeft, as that of fending away the foreign ^.^Herl!** 
troops, ^i^^ir place, he knew, could not be ^^^,^ 
fupplied by the undjfciplined forces of the 
country; and he dreaded that he Ihould be 
obliged to abandon the plan which he had 
formed, for fubduing the maritime province$. 
The king, to whom he applied for precife in- 

VoL. II. T ftrudtions. 
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BOOK flxuftions, was no lefs averfe to this conceffion. 

« — s^—^ But Philip, conildering the recovery of the 
»579- Walloons (the moft warlike of all the inhabi- 
tants of the Netherlands) as a matter of the laft 
importance ; efpecially in the prefent junfture, 
when his exchequer was drained by the ex- 
pence which he had incurred in the conqueft: 
of Portugal 5 and hoping, that by the indul- 
gent meafures which he had refolved to elpoufe 
in his treatment of the Walloons, he fliould be 
able ere long to obtain their confent to what- 
ever he fhould require of them, he fent orders 
to Farnefe to haften the conclufionof the treaty; 
and it was accordingly concluded in the follow- 

May 17th. ing terms : That all foreign troops in the ler- 
vice of the king, fhould leave the Netherlands 
in fix weeks, and never return thither without 
the confent of the Walloon provinces 2 that an 
army of national troops fhould be levied, to 
the payment of which the king might apply 
the fubfidies to be granted by the States : that 
all perfons in public offices fhould take an oath 
to maintain the catholic religion : that all the 
privileges of the provinces fhould remain in- 
violate: and that the government fhould be 
prcferved in the fame form in which it had been 
left by the late emperor when he refigned his 
dominions *". 

^ Bcntivoglio, part ii, lib. !• 

Tttis 
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This treaty was figned^ on the part of the 
provinces, only by the deputies of French 
Flanders, Artois, and Hainault. The other '*'•' 
provinces were not called, as Luxemberg had 
never concurred in any of the late tranfadions ; 
and the greateft part of Limburg and Namur 
had already fubmittcd to the king's au* 
thority. 

The prince of Orange, no flranger to the Themiiwi 
fecrct motives of the leading men among the 
Walloons, having forefeen that this agreement 
would certainly take places h&d, in order to 
provide a countcrpoife againft it, fet on foot a 
new treaty of alliance among the provinces of 
Holland, Zealand, Utrecht, Gueldertand, Frief- 
land, Brabant, and Flanders. This alliance 
was called the Union of Utrecht, from the 
place where it was brought to a coftclxifion. It 
may juftly be confidered as the firft foundation 
of the republic of the United Provinces* It is 
ftill regarded as containing the fundamental 
laws of the conftitution, and proves its author, 
by the wifdom, modcratibn, and extenfive 
views which it difcovers. It contains neither 
&ny avowal, nor any exprefs renunciation of 
their allegiance to Philip ^ but the provinces 
tacitly aflume to themfelves the fovercign au- 
thority, and lodge it partly in the general af- 
fi^bly of the States, and partly in the States 
T a ^ of 
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of; the feveral prdyinccs^. The.piincipal.articlts 
of this coiife4cracy are thoffc whi(:h follow : 
«5f9' «. That the feyeralprpvincesiconti^adingj unite 
themfelyes tog<ft;hei: in^ one political body,^ re- 
nouncing fof ever thctpQwer of fcparatii^g from 
each. other; but refemng^ each to itfclfall the 
rights which, it poflefled before. 

*^ That the faid provinces Ihall aflift each 
other to repel the attacks of any foreign power ; 
and, in particular, to repel whatever violence 
may be offered, to any of the contradling par- 
ties, in the name of the king of Spain, under 
the ^etext of eftablilhing the catholic religion, 
or on account of any tranfaftion in the Nether- 
lands, fince the year i55Si, leaving it alwiays 
tQ the generality of the union to determine in 
what proportion each, province Ihall be ob- 
liged to furnilh its fupplies, either of money, or 
of troops. 

*' .That in Holland and Zealand, no. reli- 
gion but that which is. already eftablilhed Ihall 
be openly profefled; and that the other pro- 
vince3 ihall be at liberty to allow cither of. the 
proteilant religion, or the catholic or both, as 
they; themfelves fhaH judge expedient : that ref-r 
titution (hall, be made of: the ^f^cfts- which be- 
longed to the convents, and churches, in all the. 
. provinces, except tlxofe of Holland and Zea- 
land i 
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land J and in thcfe, Aait penB^ns fh^l be ap- * ^^ *^ 
peinted to thfe popift tcclcfiiftics, t6 be paid 
tbcfn w)ierefoevcr rfiey rtfide. 

*^ That all frontier, and other towns, 
which the general and provincial Statts fliall 
think proper to fortily, fliall be fortified at thit 
joint expence of the generality, and of the par« 
ticular province in which they lie j but if the 
General States (hall on any occaBon think Jpxro- 
per to build new forts, without thfe confent of 
the particular province in which they lie, the 
generality fhall furnifh the whole expence. 

" t*HAt all fortified towns fhall b*e obliged 
to receive fuch garrifons as the generality Ihail 
appoint, oh condition that the troops ihall, be- 
fides their oath of allegiance to the General 
States, take ^ particular oath to the provincrfe 
and town in which they are ftationed. 

*' T«AT the General States fhall not con- 
clrrde iUny peace or truce, nor undertake any 
war, noT impofe any taxes, without the confent 
of the itia§crity of all the province^ and towns 
of the union ; and that, on the other hand, no 
town of province fhall enter into ahy alliance 
with ^hf foreign prince or po^ver, without con- 
fent of the generality, 

T 3 " That 
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B o Q K « That in cafe any prince or ftatc ihall irn 
S \' f cline tq accede to this alliance]^ he may be ad* 
'^^*' mitted, with the cqnfent of all the miembers of 
the confederacy. 

f • That all the male inhabitant? of the pro-^ 
yinces, from the age of eighteen to that pf fixty, 
fhall, in a month after the publication of the 
prefent treatyj^ infcrihc their names in a. regifter 
to be laid before the General States at their firft 
aflcmbly, to affift them in judging what fojccs 
each province is able to furnifh^ 

^^ That in order to procure the money ne^ 
ceffary for the fupport of the forces, all the 
taxes ihall be farmed out publicly, to thofe vho 
fhall make the higheft offer i and laftly^i that 
tjhe faid taxes ihall be heightened or lowered ac- 
cording as the General States Ihall judge th? 
exigencies of the confederacy to require/* 

This confedej^acy was . not imniediately at- 
tended with thofe advantages whicl^ it was dc-, 
figned and calculated to produce. It behoved 
the religious parties to. experience, for fome 
time longer, the mifchievo.us efFefts of their 
intemperate zeal and bigotry, before they 
could live at peace. In fever^ placesj^ the 
people were ftill agitated by the moft violertf 
inimpfit^ againft one another. In Bois-le-duc^ 

thQ 
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the proteftants and papifts took arms, and 
coming to blows, had feveral hundreds of their 
number killed. Soon after this, the protef- '^^^' 
tants, being feized with a fudden panic, aban- 
doned the town to their enemies, who imme- 
diately fubmitted to the Spaniards. 

In Antwerp, where the proteftant party was violence of 
the moft powerful, the people infultcd the po- ft^JJ^*^ 
pilh ecclefiaftics, when employed in one of the 
folemn proceffions of their religion i and in 
fpite of Matthias and the prince of Orange, 
who interpofed their authority to protcft them, 
they obliged them to leave the city. 

These violences, which the reformers, im- Count Eg^ 
pelled by their religious zeal, exercifed in [SmptVn' 
Antwerp and other places, ferved only more ®'»^^- 
eafily to reconcile the catholics to the Spanifh 
government; and contributed not a little to 
make feveral of the nobility forfake the party of 
the States. Among thefe was count Egmont, 
fon of the great, unfortunate count Egmont. 
This young nobleman had hitherto diftinguifh- 
ed himfelf by his zeal againft the Spaniards ; 
but refolving now to make his peace with them, 
he attempted, with a regiment of Walloons, 
to render himfelf mafter of Bruflels, in order to 
deliver it to Farnefe ; and he fucceeded fo far 
in his defign, as to get poffclEon of one of the 
T 4 gates. 
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gates, ^d introduce bis troops into ,thc city* 
The citizens raiji inilantly to fri^ > ^o4> ^^P& 
joined j^y fomc regular forces iri .die fenrice of 
the States, they, quickjy recovered the gate by 
a lingular ftratageni. Haying driyep yipkntly 
towards it fome waggons loaded wi^'hay fijd 
ftraw, they fet fire to thf fe combuftible mate- 
rials, and the wind jblpwing the Ramp j^nd 
fraoke towards count Egmonf 's foldiers^ jhey 
were qbjiged to betdcc thepnfelvcs to flight. 
If he whole inhabitants had, in the ipe^fn tinie, 
got under arais, and J£gfT\ont, lyjth fhc rjeft of 
his nnen, was Ihut pp ip the i^aarjcet-pl^ce, 
hemmed in on every |ide^ and y^ithouf ^ny 
profpedt of Heliverance, There they remained 
during • that day and the nigt^t foljo^jng i 
neitl]ef of the two parties beipg mclinpd to be- 
girj hpftilities. The citizens peao yhjle indulg- 
ed their refentment, by reproachii)g tjif count 
\}rith his tfeachery, in forfaking thofe ^ho I^^d 
taken arms to rpyenge his father's 4eath j calling 
out to him, tti^t only eleven ye;irs bcfprCj^ on 
the lame day of the ye^^ and i^ ^ii.e ypry place 
wherp he then flood, his ffthq? h^ ^icd ^ 
martyr for that caufe, which b^ noyir vf^tc^ fc 
bafely to l?e;r%y. This bjtt^r renn?mbjr^ce 
drew tear? from the youn^ rn?i^'5 5y^^". Thp 
people were ippyed with th^t cpmpa^^QQ fqr 
the. fon, which they oiye^ \o t^? mempry p/ tjicf 

€ajh?r:< 
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trppps tx^ Jb?ay« tl^ t^wa *. s — Ji^ 

Pu&INp the COUrie of thei^ tr;i.0(^€ti(|ai;^ con- Conferencet 

ferenccs 6>f F^QoncUjug ;h? NethcilMcJs jq coi^***' 
Philip 'jvere held in the ci^ 0£ Cologn, at the 
requefl: aad under the iiiediaf^ofl of the empe- 
ror^ tilt ftope, and t;^e elejfikors of Treves jin4 
Cplogn. The pope fent fhither Caftagna, 
arclibifeop of Jloff^np, who *ft exward^ attainc4 
tl^e papal fiignity, and ^UTunijed the n^riae of 
Urban V}L The chief of the emperor*? em- 
baljy was cpunt Scwartzenbyrgf Philip named 
the d«|^e cje Terra Nuov^ for hi? apib^ador, 
qnfi the dpfce d'i\xfchot lyas at the head of th# 
deputies fr-pjrp th? States. Frpnr^ th;s nomina- 
tion of pcrfpjns pf fp gre^t enjinence ^nd diftinc-^- 
tion, fupf rl^ci^i oWefvers were apt to im^giAie^ 
th^t the Aegpfijiflpn coipjnitted to thpm couJ4 
qpt fail to t?c brpught to d>p 4?fired copcli|ivoij. 
Bpt ^i3 vas npt \\ip judgment; of peifon? pf 
greater penetr^tipp. They qoi^ftdcred, nptoi^- 
ly th^f \}\^ pPiftcq of Pr4Pg?A ^nd |h^ ptl^p 
pppTul^r le^c^ra, by whp»i th^ ^t^fe? wCJre gc^r 
Yfrned, J^a^ ^r^y gone tpp fjw tp,?xp?(5t fprr 
g^vepefe frqiix tjhe uprel^atia§ ^?mper of <he 
hv\g » but tha^ the ppinioni^ «f the reformer* 
ijjfere more Yrid^ely diff^ifcdi *nd their sjeal^ if 

' Grotlns/p, 64. I^eteren, bookix. p. 250. 

poflible. 
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BOOK pofliblC) more ardent than ever. And as there 
t_ ,- r was no reafon to believe that they would ever 
^^'^^ be perfuaded to abandon their religion, fo there 
was little ground to hope that Philip's bigotry 
would fufFer him to agree to any terms of peace, 
whilft they adhered to it. It was in reality this 
caufc chiefly, by :which the prefcnt negociation, 
as well as all preceding ones, was fruArated. 
Philip afted on this occafion with his ufual du- 
plicity, and gave private inftruftions to his am- 
baflador, of very diflrerent import from thofe 
which had been communicated to the empe- 
ror^. At firft, he fecmed willing to ratify the 
pacification of Ghent j and by one of the articles 
of that treaty, religion was to remain on its 
prefent footing, till a general aflcmbly of the 
States ftiould alter it. But in the courfe of the 
conferences it appeared, that the re-eftablifli- 
ment of popery was a condition without which 
he would agree to no accommodation. Neither 
would he confent to the convoking of the aflfem- 
bly of the States, nor to the ratifying the elec- 
tion of Matthias ; and he ftill infifted peremp- 
torily, that all cities, forts, and military ftores, 
fhould be irrtmediately delivered into the hands 
of the prince of Parma. In a word, the terms 
offered on this occafion were, in every mate- 
rial article, the fame with thofe which had been 

k Strada, lib. v. 

formerly 
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formerly .rcjcftcd by the provinces of Holland • ^^ ^ 
and Zealand^ when they ilood alone^ and un- ^ ^^ ' ■■! 
fupported by the other provinces ; and there- '^^^ 
fore it is difficult to fuppofe that Philip could^ 
from the beginning, have intended any thing 
by the prefent negociation, but to gratify the 
pope and emperor, at whofe delire it was 
begun. 

Before the diffolution of this congrefs, Pbaipat. 
however, he humbled himfelf fo far as to p^'l^eTd* 
make private offers to the prince of Orange. Swufc 
Thcfc were, the payment of his debts, the 
reftitution of his eftates, a compenfation for 
the loflcs which he had fullained during the 
war, and the liberty of his fon the count of 
Buren, upon whom, if the prince himfelf 
fliould incline to retire into Germany, the 
king promifed to beftow the government of 
Holland and Utrecht, Thefe offers were 
made in Philip's name by count Scwartzen- 
burg, who pledged his faith for the ftrift per- 
formance of them. William could not but 
be flattered with the teftimony which was thus 
given, by an enemy fq great and powerful, 
of the dread that was entertained of his abi- 
lities. But being fuperior to the allurements 
of intereft, he preferred the glory of faving 
from flayery a people who confided in his 

integrity. 
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1 o o c mtcgrkf, iso «aU ^ advantages which ke cr 
^^^^ his family <wflid have derived from the favour 
•57^ of the kmg* *^ He 'vvould Hftcn to no pro- 
pofal," he faid, " that related to -himfeff 
only. He was confcious^ that, in all his 
cofiduft^ he had been animated by a difin-^ 
terefted affeftion towards the ^blic good; 
and no confideration would induce him to 
enter into any agreement, from which the 
States and people were excluded: but if 
iidr juft claims were fatisiied, he would not 
rejeift any terms for himfelf, which his coa- 
fci^nce and honour would fuffer him to ac- 
cept */• 

DifibiatiMi Soon after this the congrefs was diflblved i 
gieft. ^" and no other effcdl was produced by it, ex-* 
cept that the ddke d'Arfchot, and fome other 
deputies of the States, embraced the opportu- 
. f^, with which it furnifhed them, of recon- 
ciling themfelves to the king. 

Thb negociations for peace did not en- 
tirely interrupt the operations of the war. Sy 
the affiftance of the catholic inhabitants, the 
prince of Parma acqtiired poffeflion of Mech- 
lin; and fome time afterwards of Viltebforfc. 

Thefc 
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Thefe loffes were compenfated to the States, book 
by fome acquifitions which their forces made u-r-^X^ 
under the count of Rennebergj who, befides '^^'* 
reducing the province of Friefland,. made 
himfelf matter of Deventer and 'Groningen. 
In the foutherh provinces, the Flemings and 
Walloons were engaged in perpetual hofti- 
lities againfl: one another, . but no exploit was 
performed by either party, fufficiently in- 
terefting and important to defer ve to be re- 
corded. 
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BOOK XVL 

URING the courfe of the preceding b o o j^ 
tranfaftions in the Netherlands, Philip ^ — ^^— ^ 
was affiduoufly employed in preparing to affert stat/o?' 
his claim to the kingdom of Portugal, an ob* ^^^^ 
je6t fitted to inflame a more moderate ambition 
than that of Philip, and worthy of all the at- 
tention and expence- which he beftowed in or- 
der to acquire it. Under a fucceflion of kings, 
who placed their glory in promoting commerce 
among their fubjeds, and in making difcoveries 
in the remotcft regions of the globe, the Por- 
tugucfe had attained a degree of confideration 
among the European nations, from which the 
narrow limits of the kingdom, and the neigh- 
4 bourhood 
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BOOK bourhood of the Spanilh monarchy, feemedfor 
^. v' ' ever to exclude them. Bcfides eftablifhing 
'^'•' fettlements in Africa, and the adjacent iflands, 
they had diJubleff the Gape of Good Hb^e, 
which no European mariners had ever attehipt- 
cd, and had penetrated boldly into almoft every 
corner of thtef giVat ci^rif dc^aH,^ difcovering 
lands till then unknown, and founding cities, 
with a view to the advancement of their trade. 
AW ntof fati^flitfd With their acquififidns in the 
Eaft, they had turned their arms towards Ame- 
rica, arid' planted in Bfafil, that valual^e co- 
, lony, of which they ftill retain pofTelllon. 

C»n Sebaf. JoHM the Third, the laff of thofe great kings 
^***^ s under whofe government the Portuguefe per- 
formed fuch' mighty arochicvements, died feve- 
ral years before the jkrefent period, l^ViHg his 
throhe to* Sebaftian^ his' grandfoh> who Was' 
thdn only 'thier ydar© odd. This yoUihg- jSrihcc 
g^ve eariy imlitationl of nlaiiy Q}lehdld^ abcom- 
I^flimta*,^ ^ich ewitfed^in^thfe milkii^ of the 
t For tugUcfc the moft fanzine hopek of a* pit- 

fperobi and^happy reign ;. but unfbrtuiikfely for* 
himfelfi as wtli' as^ for^hi^'pel3filei htvtki anTi- 
mafcedin^th thBinafbohim^rit?aPambiti6n, vMctt 
led hlmi!ort*imimtfc tlirf«iRSn*ple of his illtiftri- 
oas>'anc«ftD^^ by-ftb^lng to^ promote' tHfe true 
t«ft)iiiBft^o?hfefubjea:s, butpit}mptcd'hini to 
^^ extend 
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extend lus dominionsi in order to propagate the * ^^^ ^ 
Romiflifalcht ^^ — ^r— =^ 

This pal&on was £herilhed in him by.Doft Hi* roman* 
Alexis de Menezesi his governor, and l^ewis S^,"*^' 
de Camarra, a jefuit^ his tutor or inftru^tor s 
the former of whom was perpetually celebrating 
the praifes of his predece0brs, on account of 
their riftories over the Moors in Africa and the 
Indies ; while the latter imprefled his young 
mind with a perfuafion, that it was the firft 
duty of a Chriftian king, and the moft accept* 
able fervicc which he could perform to:i^e 
Deity, to extend the knowledge of the true 
religion. By thefe means, his ambition was 
inflamed to a degree of madncfs ; and, in pr* 
der to accompUih that defign which appeared 
ib meritorious and honourable, he once refolv*- 
ed to fall with a fleet and army to India; nor ' 
could his courtiers perfuade him to relinquiih 
that romantic projeft, till they propofed that, 
in place of it, he ihould undertake an expedi^ 
tion againft the Mahometans in Africa. From 
this entcrprize likewifc his wifeft counfeUors 
laboured with much folicitude to divert him^ 
but their exhortations proved inefFcdbuaL Sie* 
bailian adhered to his purpofe with inflexible 
obftinacy^ and exerted himfelf, with gi^at ac* 
tivity^ in making preparations; for carrying it 
into execution. 

Vol. IL U Ik 
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? XV?. '^ - ^^ ^^ ^^^^ pf ihefe..ppttpflaatians an oppor«- 
A^'^^^- gV tunity prefented itfelf> which hdumfidcmd m 
statt^Mo- a declaration of Heaven in favour of his de- 
figa. On the dea& of Abdailt, king of Mo- 
racca, his fm^ Wb^ef Ma}iomet> had feized 
iipon the ciKywii, in confiNKii^ion to an cOra- 
;i)[idied law ^ lbccefiiiMi> that the kingdom 
Ihould devolve, to the brother of the deceaied 
king. A civil wvu* en^d> and Mahomet^ 
after having loft fdveral pitched l^attks, was 
compeUed to leave his uncle, Muley-Mol«c, a 
prince of great abilities and virtues> in poflef- 
fion vOf the tbrpne. After attempting in vain 
to engage PhiiUp to^isipoufe his eau(^> Mah<$nnet 
Applkd to Sebaftian> and o^ered> if he would 
nkiftate him in his dominions, to put certain 
towns into his hands, and to become tributary 
to the crown of Portugal. 



Sebaftian Sbbastiaw liftcncd to thcfc offcfs wlth thc 

in?ade^o- utmoft plcalWc, and readily engaged to paf^ 
over himfclf to Africa with a fleet aad armyT 



To enable him to fulfil this engagement, be 
rdicited affiftance in troops from his uncle thc 
king of Spain^ from fome {taliat^ powers^ an^ 
J[which Ihews hpw anxious he was to infure fuc^ 
ijefs) from tte prince of Qr^ge. 



fo 
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i* ftiiftr^r to th^ ^plication which he mtde * ^^^'^ 
to Philips ch»t monarch propofed an interview ^^ — v--^. 
with hirp, in the t^a of Guadalovpe in Caftilc. '*^^- 
Sehaftitn agreed to this pFop^fal i and the Spa* 
niih hiftorians r^m* that, in ithc intcrvi^jw 
which was held ipOn afteiwar^s, Philip cn^ 
dcavoured to diiRi|idf him fro?n his i9^i>djs4, . 
enterpfifej butthfttj haying found hiip inflex^^ 
ible, he promifed, htfyft th^y parted^ to aflift: 
him wkh fifty gaiUes iwd fiv<5 thoyfasid TOfin* 
"They adds that no< long aften PhiUp^ dread* 
ing that the great .tnpniber of Turks in the fer^ 
vioe of Mulcy-Moi^c. might reduce Morocco 
Under the dominion of the Sultan> made an of*^ 
fer of his friendlhip to that prince, who, being x 
likewile under apprehenfions of danger A'om 
the Turfes) gladly acceptjed of it, apd entered 
into the proposed alliwice. The fanie hifto-^ 
rians inform us, that about this time Philip 
obtained^ through the interceffion of the Vene- 
XmtSi 2L truce of three years from the Sultan i 
and that he was prompted to bumble himfelf fo 
far, as thus to treat With the inveterate enc^* 
mies of Chriftianity (which he had never vouch- 
fafed to do before),, by the anxiety which he en- 
tertained with regard to the tranfa£tions in th^ 
Netherlands '4 

. * Ferrtrui vol x. p. 306. 31^. 

U 1 tnt 
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^^yP^ The prince of Orange was not Icfsr anxious 
u— >^-i concerning the iffue of thcfe tranfaftions, yet 
^^^'* his conduft was extremely different from that 
of Philip; whether it proceeded from his na- 
tive magnanimity, joined with a defire of giv- 
ing proof, in the fight of all Europe, of the 
ftrength of the confederate provinces, or from 
the hopes of fecuring Sebaftian's friendfMp to 
the confederacy in fome future period; by 
whichlbcver of thefe motives William was in- 
fluenced on this occafion, he gave the kindeft 
reception to Da Cofta, the Portuguefe ambafla* 
dor, and afterwards fent three thoufand Ger- 
mans to the affiftance of Sebaftian ^. 

Bis ir»y. These troops, with ten thoufand Portuguefc, 
and fome Italians and Spaniards that were ient 
him by Philip, notwithftanding his late treaty 
with Muley-Moluc, made up an army of fifteen 
thoufand men. With this army, and a great 
number of pioneers, Sebaftian let fail from Por- 
tugal in the beginning of fiimmer one thoufand 
five hundred and fevcnty-eight, and landed 

»•»"»«* them all fafe at Arzile and Tangiers, where he 
was joined by Mahomet, the exiled king, with 
a body of Moorilh troops, 

MohyMo- MuLEY-MoLuc, having received early lA- 
telligeace of his dcfign^ had endeavoured to di- 
^ Thuanus. 

I v^rt 
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vert hitn from it, by offering him certain terri- 
tories adjacent ,to thofe iea-coaft towns in 
Africa which belonged to the crown of Portu- 
gal. TJiis heroic prince had been the more fo- 
licitous to prevent Sebafiian's invafion, becaufe 
he laboured under an inveterate difeaie, which 
he believed would foon prove mortal j and he 
was defirous to leave his dominions in peace to 
his brother, whom he confidered as his right- 
ful heir. But when he found Sebaftian deaf to 
his propofal, he had exerted all his native 
vigour in preparing for his defence, and had 
drawn together an army confifting of more than 
fixty thoufand horle and foot. 

With this army he advanced towards the 
enemy, and when he had arrived within a few 
miles of their camp, as he doubted the fidelity 
of a part of his troops who had fonnerly been 
attached to the intereft of his nephew, he pub- 
lifhed a proclamation, giving liberty to all, who 

I ihould incline, to pafs over to the Pdrtuguefc. 
But few of them embraced this opportunity 
which was offered them* His magnanimity, 

j and other virtues^ had overcome their attach- 

I ment to Mahomet, and determined them faith* 

! fully to fupport their prefent fovereign. 

Sebastian was earneftly intrcated by his im/«»^*nee 

« . 1-^ ,.**• of Scb*ftiaa. 

j moft experienced officers, and by Mahomet, 
U 3 who 
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BOOK ^]^^ w^s greatly difcouragcd at feeing jb tojaH 
sir.'s^ a dcfertion from his uncle's aaray, to keep 
'5/^' within his intrcnehments, near' the fca-#cotft» 
and Aot to e^pofe his troops to the ri& of a 
battles but that obftinatc, imprudent 'prmce 
rejef^ed with difdain this « wholeibitif CQunfelj 
bccaufe he thought that it fevourcd of tlrtikfit!yi 
and not only led out his arnfiy ftt)rt^ fhe camp 
which he had fortified, but mai^cheid' into the 
centre of the country to meet f he- enemy* 

MotuG^s diftem^per, in the nf^e^ii time, had 
made the mo^ rapid prtrgrrfs i yet ihi^ length 
of his mind wa? uAabiited, If h^ 'ft^ not 
dreaded the quick approach of death, he would 
have beis^n fatted With CU«lyi|; C^Sdb&ffito^^ 
CommunkstMof^iii^th hi& (hip^i ftfid «$• tk« fbi*-^ 
tuguefe we^e badly furtAtlsAA mtk ^Qi^\^6mi 
have brought the war to i aeikrfuAdn^ WftHout 
fighting; b«t he dWaded the effeft i^rfeitfh Ws 
death might ]prei(3iic<$' \]pdM his rKi&j^^ and 
the^fcft^re r*f6lved t^ bring oil^ at (bki as ^df- 
fible, a general engigethtJnt. Seballiaii^rafc 
nefs rendered it eafy fdihttn to exettfte'this re- 
iblutioh , "Without Wgard Co the grt at foperio- 
rity of Mbluc's forces, that fr^iistM'pntiCe 
ventured to adtince Ihto ^ OpeH c6tiiitrj^, 
where the whole Moorifh army, horfe as well 
lis foot, GouH be empt<*yed. Moltie inripitrved, 
wkh gre^t deiterity^'flie idvihtla^ w(fith was 
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thw affbnted hiih. Having dirwrt 'op-bi^' ^^^^ '^f 
army it the iprrti of a half-mQarty.lie went ki^ ^1 ■ y ' ■» 
hU litter tlMfOttgh aU the ifanks, ^ xfeoiting Hi©r *^** 
troops to remember^ that their religion and lir 
hert^trt 9fc ftoke ^ and aflariag thefn^r t{ititi|>f: 
whatever pretext &5baftian had offtted tojuftiff; 
hils prefeM j^r^yfokeA invafida^ his rtfal de-. 
ligii' ^as> to reduce the MooriS to* flavery^ and' 
U> cX<iFj^9Xc Aeir religida. Theny'afterht had^ 
given adl the itiftFuAion^ which he^ thaught ne^ 
eei&ry to enAn*^ fucceisy finding his^ ftrengdv 
sdm^ft qtiitefpeAti^he commiui^d th^ camitKirtd' 
of the at'my to his brotherj. sUid retired to a little 
diftance from the field. 

. Ths^ b^tle waft be^^* lyith ;^,fMriouft dif-- Battle of 
ctatfgtJ of the 'ai*aieiyi biit life |W<^ artriieaf ^^'•"'* 
cain^ foon us d^fe flg^t^ and ttfe Portugii^^ 
Hi^try i^Mlfed the Moersr i^- di#<fbn^ pta<s:eft 
with great fl^i^Hter* In the meikn* time the 
Mooriih cav^ry^ amountihg td thirty*. di6i>* 
luid^ having wheeted rotind frbrti' both wings^ 
had inclofed Ae. enemy on' every* cj"***^^ ^ • ^"^ 
mediately after which> thej^ attacked^ therri onr 
the flanksy and in the rear, wHile th€!y werd 
purfbing the advantage which they^Kad gained 
over the Moorifli infantry. By the Portuguefd 
horfe, a body of the Moors were repulfed, and 
drivien towaKls't&r> plaice to' which Moluc Had 
redfjbd. Fired i/»achindig|laddla at tfae^ fights 
> ^ U 4 he 
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B o^o & he threw himfelf out of his litter, and having 
< 's/^ ' i- - ^ got on horftback, by the afllftance of his at«* I 
''^^' tendantsy he rsdlied his flying troc^^ and was 

about to lead them back to the field of battk. j 
BiV by this exertion the fmall remains of his 'J 
ilrength were entirely exhaufted. His officers 
feeing him Xinable to fupport himfelf on his | 
horfe, carried him to his litter, where he faints 
Dtatii»f ed, and only recovered to defire that thoie 
iJ^^ ^ aboyt him would keep hii death fecrct, till the 
battle (hould be 4ccided| inimediately after 
which, putting his finger on his mouth, as a 
further injunAion of fecrecy, he expired, 

HttcharK* A MORE ftrlklng difplay of ftrength of mind 
^'* oeturs not in the annals of hiftory. Moluc was 

befides endued with every amiable and reipe£t-« 
able accomplifliment, being no lefs conijpicu^ 
ous for juftice and generofity, and (which were 
rare endowments in a native of A6ica) integrity 
and candor, than for prudence, vigour, mag- 
oan|mi^^ and fortitude. By his bravery and 
conduct he delivered his kingdom from the op« 
prcffion of a tyrannical ufiirper^ and if he had 
lived, he would h^ve advanced it to a degree 
of profperity and glory to which it ha$ rjever at^ 
tained* 

« 
His troops remained under a perfuafionu 
th^t he Wfts (till a Ipe&ator of their behaviour. 

9m% 
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Great nximbcrs of them fell. The Portugucfc, hook 
the Spaniatxisy and Germansj fought with the s -. v » 
moft undaunted intrepidity 5 but the horfe be- , '*^** 
IPg driven upon the foot, broke their ranks^ 
and threw them into oonfufion. The Moorifii 
cavalry then prefled forward in thoufands on 
every fide,- and made dreadful haVoc among 
them, till almoft all of them were either ilain 
or taken prifoners* 

Sebastian himfelf, who ftill fur\nved the fa- 
tal cataftrophy> hadj in the arrangement of his 
troops^ and in the beginning of the engage- 
tnent^ a£ied the part of an expert commander; 
and he gave afterwards many confpicuous 
proofs of the moft heroic valour, 8ying from 
rank to rank> encouraging and exhorting the 
troops J expofmghimfeif to every danger; and 
often mingling fword in hand with the thickeft 
of the enemy. Having had three hodes killed 
under him^ and his ftandard-bearer flain, his 
fo)diers3 i|\ the confufioii of battle^ miftook an* 
other ilandard for his, which they flocked 
rounds and left their king almoft alone. The 
Moors called out to him, that if he would fur- ^ 
render^ they would fparc.his life; " But you 
pannot,'" replied he, '^ prefcrve my honour.*' 
Then accompanied only by the count of Vimio- 
fo, Chriftopher Tavora, and Nunno de Mafca- 
regnas, he threw himfelf into the midft of the 
c , enemy. 
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wo OK cnemy> •ntd fought dcfpcrately, tiU Yiamlo 

J!iJUj and Tavora fell by his fide, and he kinttfctfj^ 

*sl9' breathleis and exhaufte^^ and unatdc aily loiter 

;o wield his fword, wasi fthciy and difai»rm4 

by the furroonding Mews* 

rw^of se- These men quarrelled with one another con^ 
cerning their royal prifoner, and frona words 
they had recourfe to armsj when a Nloorifli.of- 
ficer coming up, put an end to the difpute, by 
difcharging a furious ftroke of his fabre on the 
head of the king ^ 

Ii* this manner perilhcd the htare, bilt rjdh 
Sebafbian; whofe hte affords dftrikin^'ht^ 
ftaflee of the pernicious tendency <tf itbuf^gft 
and ambition, when they are- no« ilMipetdi 
with prudence and moderation. AbbUt cigfct 
thoufend ^f his treops were killed, audi att the 
reft, except a few who efcap<id tk^ JmHia mA 
Tangiers, were reduced to flave!»f>r Of tfct 
nobility, the greatcfl: part were flain jf atldfevB^ 
Fal of the mod: illuftri^ families iA BoitUgi^ 
became extiftft **. ' . • . : ^ 

*= The accoQoc of Sebaftlan't death reds endrdy on th« 
teftimony ofDoa Kanno de^K^arcaregnas, who was aa eye- 
witnefs^; nor did- t>e YhocT thit^k i^crt wa^ a^ny r$ihtt fbf 
eaHiifff h In cpteilioiir ; thtfUgh IbniO ikher anilhttrs iifftfiaiiQ 
that Sdlalliai» U)d vi%}^tf Ifap^ ,«|^* himiaUL , . 

'^ Makoaet. the extUd kingj^was dtewned jA'dCtemtiB^ 
to make hia efcape ; and Ha^et, . Muley IVfblaf^s broth^er^ 
ftcceeded to the' throhiT df ftz and Afofocco.* 

Don 
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* D(Hr Henry, grand unck o( Sebaftian, ji * o <3^ » 
irifdinal ftrtd i prkfl, firecteeded to tht throncj'^*-— v-— » 
|{wt being df » weak and ftckly eonftitotion, ^]|^^; 
iMd fif rtdva«:«d m years, ttem was iittk pn>- ki^gof"''^ 
|iabiiii^5 ^ithdf that he Wd«ld lite long, or ^"''"^^ 
th« he tMmld leave any Ifftie behind him: and 
hii ifewt ftigtt Jifted only to give the ftvcrd 
^etender^to hfe kingdom an opporttmity of 
preparing to aflfert their claim$. to the foe- 

CtmOttp 

K'lfi ciridid'dttfs ^ere {itvttt In number; the cndWatet 
|3tifcheni of Braginza, the king of Spain, the crmoa/''' 
duke of Savoy, Don Antonio Priof 6f Crato, 
the duke of Parma, Catherine qf Medicis, and 
thirfoyefeign pontiff. 

Tkt four firft were grand-cjiildren of Ema- 
huet thfc Great, father of Menry. . The dutchefs 
6f fifaganza was daughter of prince Edward, 
Bhianuers fecond fon > Philip was fon of the 
cinprefs Ifabella, his eldeft daughter ; the duk« 
df S^vtoy, of Beatrix * his younger daughter^ 
and Don Antonio was a natural fon of Lewis, 
who was a younger fon of Emanuel, and l^o- 
Aef fo'thc prefent king. The duke of P'aniu 
wai^ great grandfon of Emanueli, by a daughter 
of the above-mentioned prince Edward, The 
CtUcen-iTiother of Ftance founded her claim on 
ft?r foppoifed defcent ffom AJphanfo IIL wtio 

dipd 
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» o o K died about three hundred years before the prc- 
4„^^->w fent period i and the pope pretended that Por- 
'^'^ tugal was feudatory to the fee of Romcj and 
belonged to him^ fince the male-heirs in the 
dired line were extinct. Gregory had conceiv- 
ed a violent defire to make his natural fan a 
king^ and he had once flattered himfelf with the 
hopes of making him king of Ireland, through 
the afllflanpe of Philip. But as it is inconceiv- 
able how he could ever exped to pcrfuade 
Philip tp quit bis claim, fo nothing but folly 
or dotage coul^ have determined him to jm'O- 
fecute his own, in oppofition ta fo powerful an 
antagonift. 

The pretenfions of Catherine of Medicis, and 
her hopes of fuccefs, if flic entertained any, 
were not lefs chimerical than thofe of the pope. 
It can hardly be believed, that this political 
princefs could, in her prefent competition, have 
any other end in view, but to obftruflt the am* 
bitious defigns of Philip, and to furnifli the 
court of France with a pretence for oppoling 
him. 

From the dukes of Savoy and Parma, Philip 
knew that he fliould not meet with oppoT^" 
fition J fince, befides that his claim was bettci 
founded than theirs, thefe princes were in clofe 
alliance with him, and depended,. much upon 

his 
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his fbpporc and protedion. Coul^ Don An- 
^ tonio have proved his mother's marriage, his 
^^ '' right to the throne would have be^ unquef* 
^ tionable. He attempted to prove it, but in 
"^^ vain, Stilli however, he perfifted in his pur- 
^^' pofe, and with fome addrefs and great a^ivity, 
^^ he gained over a confiderable party apiong.the 
people. Moft of the nobility, on the othcf 
hand, and the king himfelf, who knew the va- 
nity d Antonio's pretenfions to legitimacy, 
were inclined to fupport the claim of the dutchefe 
ofBraganza*; whofe right, they thought, was 
cleai-ly preferable to that of Philip^ not only bc- 
caule ihe was defcended from Emanuel by a 
male, and Philip by a female ; but becaufe an 
ancient and fundamental law required, that 
crown fhould not be inherited by a ilranger. 

Philip's agents at the court of Lift)on al- Phuip't 
lowed, that if the dutchefs of Braganza^s father 
had-been alive, his tide would have been indif- 
putable; but they maintained,^ that fince he 
had died without attaining polfefllon of the 
throne, nothing but the degree of confanguini- 
ty to Emanuel ought to be regarded ; and that 
as the dutchefs and ,he were equal in that re- 
ipcft, the preference was due to a male before a 

* Thedoke of Braganza l^mfclf was fprung, ;liODg1i 
not in 1 din£i lint, from the royal blood. 

female. 
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^xvt ^ f^^***^' -^^ ^^^y ^"'*°" liiifiifcd^ that tht 

^^ — y-^ law ^^ch exduitet ftrangelx. £m|i ittUeKkbig 

*^* the crown, was -not ^{^cafalc to tim^ fitjqc 

Portugal had 'fornferlf ponged w th^ kings 

Bssii:)ts thcfr cer^tAefmoMr "vAAch kad irerjr 
little weight, except wi A' 'tlioffe • who w6re^ ^w 
other reaftms inclined to cfpoufe Ph3^f|i's iini}^ 
reft, the duke de Ofluna, his aivri^afiador^ 0ii^ 
deavoured to imprefs th^ fcyppidous ahditioMl 
mind of Henrjr with a ptrfuafion^ cfaat^ ^ bjpk^ 
pofition to fo poweFfvl a comp^tkora&fli^ Icjng 
of Spain, it would be inipoffibk for^hc^uke4)f 
BrzgimtL to maintain potiTefliofft of 4:Ik<i throM i 
and that the fruits of all the gl6rioBsdifeev€#ie« 
and conquefts which had been made by- Mif'fa* 
ther and brother would be loft, and the king- 
dom itfelf involved in the calamities of war. * 

iif€u^°t7e Henhy^s defire to prevent thefe tmltappf 
^h^I^Mn^.' CQnfcquences, determined hkn tp proceed wltft 
titofs. great deliberation in examining th.e pleas of the 
contending parties* He cpnfuked civilians in 
different parts of Eurdpe, and called a convent 
tipnof the States of the kingdom, to give liib| 
their opinion with refpeA to the meafures* p^ 
per to be purfued* The members of the con- 
vention differed widely in their fentipients from 
^h Qther, and while fome of them advifed 
5 » iiim, 
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kiifii «rit}iouc delay/ 1^ neminate for kM ftuf^ * ^oc 

fit, others Q^reed him del^rately to examine **^ 
1^ fareqU xfaiiau <that J)ad htteti offiarcd. In 
compUance with thgtt laft adS^itt the candidates 
mrecitectio appear; aiaiidityaU femeomoii^ 
fibners^n^ fdeaJedch^ ^oamilb of the priiiees 
vAom^iicy WjfrdkfiMd, hefotiHtnryy as they 
ivoiild bave pleiided any opdinaiy pokit of rigli% 
befow a dvfl judge. 

This ctttftofdifiary trial, in which fo great Henrys fc- 
atteMiOii feemed to be |MMd to julbcc, was 
faited to the feeble and irrefolute charader, as 
well as to the habits of the kin^, yrho had fpent 
his Ufc in liftening to tbe id|e difputes of theo« 
lflgpm»« But his i!onduA: wa^ feverely cen/ured 
by aU ttien of prudeiicie and underflnnding. 
They cfm&^itstd that the fate of Icingdoms can 
almoft junrer be decided by the forms op prin-> 
ciples of law; and they n^rded this faidica| 
trial, not only as ufclefs for the purpofe which 
was iiiltie|ide49 but as calculated to divide the 
kingdom into faftions, whit:h n?uft fo^ncr or 
later prodwpe a civil war. 



dtiafit* 



He ought in the beginmng, it was iaid, to His impnr- 
hav« declared hinnfeif in favour of the dtitchefi 
of ^raganza, whofe right, accarding to th« 
troft f ommoo and obvious law of fiieccffibn, 

^ was 
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Mo^m wa& unkjueftionable ; and who, * bcfidca^ wu 

'^ ^ * ^ much more «ccq>taUe to the nacioti> dun any 

'579* odxer of die candidates* He ought^. after this» 

to have caufed her right to be lecognifed by 

the convendon of the States^ who would cheer* 

fully have coniented to acknowledge it ; he 

ought to have required an oath of allegiance. to 

her» in the event of his own deiniie> fi^om the 

army> and all perfons in public offices; and 

then> mftead of lofing his precious time in 

confulung and deliberating> he ought to have 

employed it» in putdng the kingdom into a 

pofture of defence againft the king of Spain. 

But Henry was incapable of forming any 
reiblution that required fp much courage, vi- 
gour, and aftivity. He was no Icfs attached 
to the dutchefs of Braganza, and no lefsiii.verie 
from Philip,' than his nobility and people; yet 
he ItiU continued to deliberate as if he had ex-> 
peded to live for many years* 

In order to extricate himfelf from this per* 
plexity, Henry began to think ferioufly of a 
propofalj which had been made to him by fome 
of his counfeUors, to marry ; and accordingly, 
notwithftandiiig his great age, his infiraiides, 
ai^d his having borne fo long the charafler of a 
prieft, hefent aa.ambafladortofolicit adifpen- 
fation from the pope; There was.lkde proba* 
. . I bility 
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bility of his living to fulfil his intentions, and ® ^^^ ^ 
much lefs of his leaving any iffue behind him 5 v — .-1^' 
yet Philip, being greatly alarmed at his dcfign, ^^^^ 
fent Ferdinand de Caftello, a Dominican Friar, 
to diflfuade him from it, by reminding him of 
the offence which his marriage would give to 
all true catholics, and the triumph it would af- 
ford to the Lutherans, and other feftaries of 
the age J and when Henry rcfufed to admit 
Caftello to an audience, a circumftance that 
ftirniftied Philip with a ftronger proof of 
Henry's alienation from him, than any which 
he had hitherto received, he employed all his 
intereft at Rome, to prevent the pope frpm 
granting the diipenfation. 

In the mean time he (pared ho paihs to con- PhUip't 
ciliatc the favour of the principal nobility 5 and "" 
having fpread his emiffaries over the kingdom, ' 
he publiflied a manifefto, in vindication of his 
tide, calling upon the people to turn their 
eyes towards bm, as the only perfon who would 
have a right to the throne after the deceafe of 
the prefcnt king. This manifefto, while itin-- 
cenfed Henry more than ever againft him, 
fcrved in no degree the purpofe for which it 
was defigned. The Portuguefc entertained the 
thoughts of falling under the dominion of the 
Caftilians with an hereditary and violent aver- 
fion; and there v^ nothing in the cha« 

Vol. II. X ■ raacr 
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^xv?^ rkfter of Philip by which their prejudice could 
u-- . — f be overcome. 

J579' ^ 

If Henry had availed himfclf of this di^po- 
fition of his fubjefts, and acknowledged the 
^utchefs of Braganza for his fucceflbrj almoft 
the whole kingdoni would have concurred to 
fiipporc her claim s and fo great a force might 
have been prepared, as, with the affiftance of 
foreign^ powers, would have either determinecl 
Philip to abandon his defign, or have prevent- 
ed him from carrying it into execution. But 
as the duke and dutchefs of Braganza were de- 
terred from exerting themfelves, by -their dread 
of Philip, and the weak irrefolute conduft of 
the king j fo Henry ftill flattered himfelf with 
the vain conceit, that Philip, as well as ^e 
other competitors, would lubinit to hi^ 4c- 
cifion. 

Don Ante. Tow,ARi?s his ncphcw, Henry afted with 

iijegiri'mlte. ^TjMiKh lefs hefitation and referve, than towards 

tiji^ other candidates. Having obtained a bull 

^ from the pope>. empowering him to judge of 

Antonio's claim to legitimacy, he examined 

the witnefles whom Antonio produced to prove 

his mother's marriages and, having extorted 

from twoof them, a confefllon of their having 

lificn fuborned,. while the other two contradift-^ 

cd each other in delivering their evidence> 

2 Henry, 
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Henry, on this foundation, joined with the cir- ^ xvi^ 

cumftance of the Prior's being mentioned by ' — ^r^ 
his father in his latter will as his natural fon, '^^^' 
pafTed fentence, declaring him to be ille- 
gitimate. 

Antonio had influence afterwards to per- 
fuade the pope to recall his bull, on the pre- 
tence of the king's having exceeded his powers* 
By this treatment Henry was highly exafperated 
both againft the pope and Don Antonio j and * 
he indulged his refentment againft the latter, 
by banilhing him firft from the court, and af- 
terwards from the kingdom. In obedience to 
this fentence, Antonio retired for fome time 
into Caftile ; but he foon returned, and found, • 
that his uncle's conduct towards him had not 
produced that effcft upon the people which 
Henry had expefted. Their attachment to the 
Prior remained as ftrong as ever i and, as no 
pains were taken to form a party in the intereft 
of the dutchefs of Braganza, great numbers of 
the people were entirely devoted to him, and 
regarded him as their only relburce againft the 
tyranny of Spain. 

From this difpofition of the people, together Philip** mu 
with the aftivity which Antonio difplayed in pwitio^jr 
augmenting the number of his partizans, Philip 
perceived that he muft next fatisfy Jiimfelf with 
X 2 arguments. 
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argnmehts, manifeftos, and private applica- 
tions to individuals, but muft refolve to fup- 
port his claim by force of arms. Agreeably to 
this refolution, he iffued orders for levying 
troops in Spain, Italy, and Germany ) and 
gave inftruftions to the marquis de Santa Crocc 
to hold the fleet in readinefs for action. He 
was aware how much rcafon he had to expe£t 
oppofition from feveral of the European powers; 
and^ in order to prevent them from being 
alarmed, he caufed a report to be propagated, 
that, having entered lately into an alliance 
with the new king of Morocco, his prefent mi- 
litary preparations weje intended for an expedi- 
tion which he had agreed to undertake, in con- 
junftion with that nwnarchy againft Algiers. 
This pretext ferved the purpofe which he de- 
figned; and neither tlie king of France, nor 
the queen of England^ nor any Italian or 
German prince, feemed to attend to his ope- 
rations. 

In the mean time Henry's health declined 
daily, and all about him perceived that his. 
death was fafl: approaching. He appeared now 
more defirous than ever to have his fucceflbr 
fixed ; and having for this purpofe fummoncd 
the States to meet at Almerin, he feenris to have 
refolved to declare himfelf either in favour of 
the king of Spain, or the dutchcfs of Braganza^ 

according 
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according as he fhould find the one or the other ^ ^^^ ^ 
of thcfe competitors moft acceptable to the '^— v— ' 
States. But the members of this affembly '^^^ 
could not agree. Moft of the nobility and 
ecclefiaftics had, by different meajis, been 
gained pver to theintereft of Philip, while. the 
deputies of the cities were animated with the 
pioft irreconcilable ayerfion jo hj^ perfon and 
government. 

In the midft of their deliberations and dif- neath of 
putes the king died, leaving the nomination of i^^x^ul 
his fucceffor to five perfons, to whom he. com- 
mitted th? rcgcpcy of th^ kingdcHTi, 

The firft aft of the adminiftration of the re- 
gents was to fend ambaffadors to Philip, to 
difluade him from having recourfe to arms, 
till, according to the will of the late king, they 
fliould deliver their judgment coriGerning his 
right to the fucceffion. But to this requeft, 
Philip, whofe preparations were now complete, 
gave the fQllowing reply : ^^ That his right 
was clear and indifputable \ that he would not 
fubmit it either to the regents, or to the States, 
and that he did not defire to have any judg- 
nient whatever pafled in confirmation of it.'* 

By this anfwer the regents were thrown into. 

great perplexity. A majgrity of them ftoo4 

X3 ' . well 
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BOOK ypcU affedked towards Philip, but they were 
u— -,^-1-' prevented from declaring in his favour, by 
*^*^ their dread of the indignation of the people, 
• and were obliged to iflue orders for equipping 
the fleet, and ftrengthening the fortifications 
and garrifons of the frontier towns. But the 
great exertion which had been made lately by 
Sebaftian, and the exhaufted ftate to which 
the kingdom had been reduced, by the num- 
berlefs expeditions to India and America, from 
which no fruit had been yet derived, fuSkient 
to compcnfate either for the esi^pence which 
they had coft, or the lofs of men which they 
had occafioned, rendered it impoffible for the re- 
gents, if they had been ever fo much inclined, 
to fecure the kingdom againft fo great a force 
^$ the Spanifli monarch had prepared. 

Phiiip'i His army, including four thoufand pioneers, 

^my. amounted to thirty-five thoufand men, and his 

fleet confifled of thirty men of war, feventeen 
frigates, and feventy gallies and fhips of bur- 
den loaded with provifions and military ftores. 
It was not likely that fo great a fleet and army 
would find employment in liibduing a kingdom 
fo ill prepared for defence, and fo much weaken- 
ed by inteftine divifions, as Portugal at the 
prefent period. But, befides that Philip was, 
from natural temper, generally cautious to ex- 
CCft in his 'military cnterprifes, it Ihould feem 

th^t, 
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Aat, in the prefent cafe, he isegarded the im- ^^y ^ 
portance of the prize more than the difficulty of c;.-y.J-/ 
attaining it j unleft it be fuppofed, that he ftill '^^®* 
had reafon to apprehend that the French and 
Ehglilh would interpofe. 

He gave the command of the fleet to the Command. 
marquis of Santa Croce, who was reckoned CrJc/ 
the ableft naval officer in Spain. But he hefi-J 
tated for fome time with regard to the perfon 
whom he fhould place at the head of his land- 
forces. His hefitation, however, did not pro- 
ceed from any doubt which he entertained with 
regard to fhe merit and abilities of his generals* 
For the duke of Alva was ftill alive ; whom 
Philip knew to be pofleflfed of every qualifica- 
tion requifite to fecure the fuccefs of his intend-^ 
ed cnterprife. 

Alvaj upon his return from the Nether- »"«Jt^« 

■*■ . duke of 

lands, had been admitted by Philip to the fame Aiva. 
degree of favour and confidence which he had 
formerly enjoyed. But his Ion, Don Garcia de 
Toledo, having debauched one of the maids of 
honour, under a promife of marriage, , Philip 
had put him under arrefl:, and given orders that 
he ftiould not be releafed till he fhould conftjit 
to fulfil his engagement : notwithftanding 
which, his father had aflifted him in making 
hisefcapcf and, in order effedtually to difap- 
X 4 point 
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BOOK point the king'i intention, had concluded a 
c ^ ' / marriage between him and his coufin, a daugh* 
'^•*** ter of the marquis of Villena* 

Philip, highly provoked with this contempt 
of his authority, had banifhed the duke from 
court, and confined him to the caftle of Uzeda. 
Alva bore this indignity with extreme impa* 
tience,. and perfuaded the pope, and fomc 
other foreign princes, to employ their inter- 
ceffion in his behalf ^ but all his applications for 
forgivenefs had hitherto been ineffedual, and 
he had remained almoft two years in confine- 
ment. This fevcrity, cxercifed, for fo fniall 
an offence, towards an old friend and fervant, 
in the decline of life, was by fome afcribed to 
Philip's imperious temper, and his implacable 
refentmcnti whilft others faid, that he had 
been long difgufted with Alva's arrogance j and 
that the duke's conduft in the affair of his fpn, 
was only a pretence which Philip made ufe oG 
to juftify himfelf for di£rniffing from his pre- 
fence a man whofe temper and manners were 
become intolerable. 

To whichfoever of thefe motives Philip's 
treatment of Alva could be afcribed, it was ex- 
pefted, that neither his pride, nor his natural 
fufpicion and diftruft, would have fuffercc^ him 
to commit the charge of an enterprife of fo 
7 great 
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great importance as the prefent, to one to- book 

wards whom he had Ihewn himfelf fo inexo- ^ ;jl-^ 

rable j and it excited great furprife, when he '^*^* 
fcnt two of his fecretaries to the duke, to in- 
quire whetKer his health would permit him* to 
undertake the command of the army which he 
had prepared for the conqueft of Portugal. To 
this inquiry, Alva, without hefitation, replied, 
that he was ready to devote the little health and 
ftrength that were left him to the fervice of 
the king ; and immediately afterwards he fet 
out for Barajas to receive his inftrudions., He 
defired liberty to pay his relpeds to Philip at 
Madrid. But fo ungracious was this prince 
even towards fuch of his minifters as he efteem^ 
cd the moft, and fo incapable of entirely for- 
giving any offence or injury, that he refufedto 
grant him admittance into his prefence j and, 
having tranfmitted his inftrudlions to him at 
Barajas, he ordered him to join the army as 
foon ^s poflible. Thofe who remembered the 
barbarous cruelty which Alva had ex^rciled in 
the Netherlands, were not forry for the morti- 
fication which he fufFered on the prefent occa- 
fion i but they could not with-hold the tribute 
of applaufe which was due to him, on account 
of that inflexible fidelity fo becoming in a fub^ 
jed towards his fovereign, which 'determined 
him, in the extremity of old age, to expofe 
hjijnfelf to all the hazards and hardfhips of 

war. 
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B o o X war, in order to advance the intcreft of a 
\_^-^ prince by whom he had been treated fo un- 
'i**"* gratefully. 

March of From Barajas Alva went, as fbon as he had 

troopi"" received his inftruftions, to join the troops, 

J"^ 'S •• ^hich were aflembled at Badajox ; and foon 

afterwards he began his march towards Elvas 

and Olivenja. Thefe, and all the other towns 

^ich lie north from the Tagus, as far as Sc-* 

tubal, on the weftern coaft, though extremely 

itv^rfe to the Spanifli government, yet being 

t tittfcrly unprepared for refiftance, opened their" 

gates, and proclaimed Philip for their fo* 

▼creign. 

^ The marquis de Santa Croce, who had {ct 
fail with the fleet from Port St. Mary, near 
Cadiz, found the fame facility in reducing Faro, 
Lagos, and other towns on the coaft of AI- 
garva and Antejo ; and he canne in fight of Se- 
tubal, in a few days after the arrival of the 
land-forces at that place. 

Profrefs of HiTHERTO almoft no bfood had been flied, 
^sptnifh ^^j neither the fleet nor army had met with 
any oppofition to retard their progrefs. The* 
duke of Alva intended next to march without 
delay to the capital, but it was neccflary, he 
thought, to proceed now with greater circum- 

fpedtion 
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Ipcftion than before, as Don Antonio had 
drawn together a confiderable body of 'forces, 
had been admitted into Lifbon, where he was 's^o* 
proclaimed king by the people, and had 
ftrengthened feveral of the towns and forts by 
which the Spanilh army mull pafs in their ap- 
proach to that city. 

Three ways of reaching Lifbon were- pro- 
|>ofed in a council of war that was held on this 
occafion. One of thefe was to crofs the Ta*- 
gus, fome miles above the city, at the towns 
of Almerin and Santaren; another, to.- fend 
round the fleet t6 Almada, and to put the 
troops on board at that place, which lies al- 
moft diredtly oppofite to Lifton ; and the third, 
to carry the anny round by fea from Setubal t© 
Cafcaes. The two firft of thefe ways was 
thought preferable to the Uft, by moft of the 
officers, becaufe they were fafer; yet the lafl: 
was embraced by the duke of Alva. He ac- 
knowledged the jifftnds of what his officers ad- 
vanced in fupport of their opinion, but he ob- 
ferved, that, as the fleet was at hand, the army 
could be immediately put on board ; that the 
paflTage to Cafcaes was not long, and that, as 
the enemy were ill prepared for their defence, 
his fuccefs would be greatly facilitated by the 
celerity of his approach. 

Alva 
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BOOK Alva was not difappointed in his expe£Ea^ 
c_^^-L / tion of the cffcd: which his fudden arrival wa$ 
'^^®* calculated to produce upon the Portuguefe. 
They were drawn up along the ihore, as if they 
ha4 intended to difpute his landing; but no 
fooner had the fhips begun to fire upon thein, 
than they retired, and fuffered him to land, 
and put his men in order, without giving him 
the fmalleft molcftation. They might ftill 
have obftruded his approach to Cafcacs> as 
his road thither lay over a hill, defended with 
a battery of cannon, and full of rugged rocks 
and brambles, of which Don Diego dc Mencfcs, 
commander in chief of the Portuguefe under 
Don Antonio, had taken poflefliori with bcr 
tween three and four thoufand men. Alva 
ordered the Spaniards to attack them, without 
being deterred, either by the ftrength of the 
ground, or the number pf the enemy. An 
old experienced officer, of the name of Ba- 
riettos, an intimate friend of Alva's, afked him 
in a whifper, Whethpr his attempting, with' {q 
Jittle precaution, to diflpdge an enemy- fo 
ftrongly fitijatcd, did not referpble the aftion 
of an ardent young warrior, rather than that 
of an experienced general ? Alva fmiled:^ and 
replied. That a good general ought, on fomc 
occafions, tp employ the prudei^ce and circiim- 
fpection of old ag^, aqd in others, the ardour 

and 
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ind confidence of youth. The event fliewed book 

XVI 

diat his conduAj though apparently ralh, was u*^,*^ 
well adapted to the prefcnt circumftances. ***•• 
The Spaniards, infpired with their general's 
confidence, advanced boldly, and the Portu- 
guefe (almoft all of whom were raw and un^ 
difciplined) retreated, without waiting for their 
approach. 

Alva laid fiege immediately afterwards to 
the town and caftle of Cafcaes^ and by the 
briiknefs of his operations, he foon compelled 
the garrifon to furrender; But on this occa- 
£on he fullied that renown which his wifdom 
and vigour would have procured him, by the 
cruelty which he exercifed towards fuch of the 
Portuguefe as had thrown themfelves upon his 
mercy. In violation of his promife to Don 
Antonio de Caftro, lord of Cafcaes, who had 
joined him upon his firft arrival in the king- 
dom, he gave up the town to be plundered by 
the Spaniards, and having fent all the foldiers 
in the garrifon to the gallies, he put to deaths 
without any form of trial, Don Diego de 
Menefes, a nobleman of an illuftrious family^ 
and one who, on account of his perfonal merit^ 
was univerfally rcfpeftcd and beloved. To 
this barbarity Alva was prompted by private 
refentment againft Menefes ^^s althoughj it may 
' Thttaauf, c. lxx« c. x. 
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B a o K b^ prefumed, that he would not hive ventured 
\iM-,- J to indulge it on the prefent occafion, had he 
*^ not known that his conduA was conformable 
to the fentimcnts of the king. It was calculat- 
ed to infjpire the Portugucfe with terror, but it 
fcrved Ukewife more than ever to alienate their 
affeAions ; and confidering how much fuperior 
the Spanilh fleet ind army were to any force 
which had been prepared to oppofe them, it 
could not be coloured with the tyrant's ordinary 
plea of neceflity. 

* 
Fkobc the town of Cafcaes, Alva led his army 
againft: the forts of St. John and Belen, both 
which he foon reduced to the neceflity of fur- 
rendering; and being feconded in his opera* 
. tions by the fleet, the example of thefe places 
was quickly followed by Almada, and atmofl: 
all the otheir fortified towns on both fides of 
the rivdr. 

Don An- DuRiHO thefc tranfa6Hons Don Antonio, af- 

ur having, from a ^onfcioufnefe of the weak- 
ftefs of his party, eflfayed in vain to obtain ad- 
vantageous terms from Philip, had pitched his 
camp, with all the forces which he could col- 
kft, on the eafl: fide of the river of Alcantara, 
^» the rood to Li/bon, 

Alva 
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^ Alva amufcd himfelf for fevcral days with ^ ^ o k 
At hopes of an accommodation, in order to v--^.Ii, i . 
afford time for the operation of a fpirit of '^*^ 
defpondcncy that prevailed in Antonio's army. 
Meanwhile he omitted not to procure the moft 
accurate informatbn concerning the fituation 
|ndftrength of his camps and, on the 25th of 
Auguft, he refolved to attack it. Before he- 
could approach the entrenchments, it was ne- 
ccflary that he fhould make himfelf mafter of 
the bridge of Alcantara, or lead his army to a 
confiderable diftance up the- river, the banks of 
which were lb ileep and rligged, as rendered 
it impolfible to tranfport either horfe or foot in 
fight of the enemy, fiaving drawn up his 
main army in order of battle, direftly oppo- 
fkt to the Portuguefe camp, he fent the horfe 
under his fon Ferdinai;Ld de Toledo, and two 
thoufand feleft infantry, under Sancio d'Avila, 
to crols the river feveral miles higher, where 
the banks were pra&icable, whilft he ordered 
Colonna, with the Italians, to make an alTaulc 
upon the bridge. 

Colokna's troops were twice repulfed, but 
in the third onfet being fupported by a body of 
Germans, which the duke fent to their affift- 
ancc, they drove the Portuguefe before them, 
and iccured poflei&on of the bridge. 

Soon 
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Soon afterwards Toledo and d'Avila appear* 
ed. The Portuguefe, aftonilhed at the fight 
of thcnij and dreading that their communica* 
tion with the city might be intercepted, threw 
down their arms after a fhort refiftance, and 
betook themfelves to flight. The Spaniards pur- 
fucd, and flew between two and three thoufand 
before they could reach the town. 



Don Antonio, who difplayed on this occafion 
neither fortitude nor condudt, had fled with 
his troops to Lift>on. There he knew that he 
could not remain long in fafety, aS) befides the 
infufficiency of the fortifications, the magi- 
ftrates, and many of the inhabitants, were dif- 
affeded to his intereft 5 and therefore, imme- 
diately, after releafing all the prifoners in th^ 
city (a poor expedient to recruit his ruined 
army), he fet out, attended by the count de 
Vimiofo, and the biihop of la Guarda, with a 
fmall number of troops, for the town of 
Santaren. 

Thb magiftrates*of Lifbon did not hefitate a 
moment in refolving to fubmit to the Con- 
queror, and the town was, immediately after 
the battle, delivered into his hands. The Por- ' 
tuguefe fleet at the fame time ftruck their co- 
lours to the marquis de Santa Croce, and receiv- 
ed 
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fed fuch i niiftibcr of his CaftHians on board as ^ ^^^ ^ . 

gave him the entire command. ^^ — -v-— ' 

15S0. 

It was. How become Philip^s ihtercfl: to pro- cmci treat- 
Vide for the fecurity of Lifbon 'and its fuburbs, Portugucfc, 
as much as for that of any of his towns m 
Spain 5 ind Alva fo faf fulfilled his engage- 
ment with the magiffirates^ as to prevent any 
forrrtidable number of his troops from entering 
the town > but he gave tip the fuburbs (which 
were at that time no lefs confiderable than the 
town itfelf*) to be ranfacked and plundered^' * 
without making any ^ diftinftfon between the, 
frieiids and enemies of the king^ He fufferecf 
them likewife to pillage the houfes o^ fiich df 
the inhabitants Within the town as had difcover- 
€d any attachment to Don Antonio,- and he 
allowed parties to go out and plunder all thtf 
country and villages in the neighbourfiood.- A 
Spanifh hiftorian fays, that the foldiefs Com- 
mitted thefe enormities without the duke's per- 
miffion, yet no punifhment was ever inflift^d 
on them> and no reftitution was ever made to 
the many thoufand innocent perfons^ '^ho were 
involved in the fame common ruin with th® 
guilty^ , 

Artift a toftduA fb bairbafous and impohtic^ 
there was little reafon to cxpeft that the people 

« Thbanut* c, Ixx. c. x. 

Voi.iL IT «^ 
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of Liibon would be able foon to overiome: 
their avcrfion to the Spanifh government- Fcom 
their dread of Alva's tyranny they todc the 
oath of allegiance which was prefcribed to - 
them ; and, from the fame motive, they 'wfcue 
prcfent at thofc public rejoicings which he ap- 
pointed to be celebrated on account of his fuc^ 
cefs ; but being unable to conceal tlie angnilh 
of their minds, the acclamations which they 
uttered were feeble^ and intermixed with fighs 
and groans. 



, The duke of Alva's jojr, foon after his en- 
trance into Lifbon, was interrupted by intelli* 
gcnce which he received from Spain, that Philip 
had^ fallen fick, and that his phyficians were 
eafitremely apprehenfivc of the iffue of his dif- 
tcmpcf. Alva knew that the king's death, at 
this crifis,^ would probably render all his la- 
bours ahd -fuccefs in Portugal abortive, and 
therefore he fufpcnded for a while the profccu- 
tion of the. war, * 



N?w prepa- 
ration t of 
Don An- 



In this interval Don Antonio exerted htm- 
feff with grtat activity, ari'd employed ewif^ 
expedient which^ he or his partizans couW'de^ 
vife to raile another arrriy, flattering' -himftlf 
with the hope of being able to maintain his- 
ground, till the French^ oi*fo4iie other foreign 
power, Ihould be perfuaded to efpoufe his 

7 \ , caufc. 
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caufe; In the town t)f Santaron he h^i^d lately ■ ^^ ^ 
been received by the people as their only right- ^ ^ -» 
ful fovereign^ and every mark of affJ-aion and ***^ 
refpe&had been ihewn him^ yet fo great a 
change had his defeat . and flight produced^ 
that they refufed to admit him within the town^ 
till he engaged that he fhoold not remain in it 
beyond a lintiited time ; and> immediately after 
his departure, they fent ambafladors to the 
duke of Alva with an ofier of ilibmiillon. 

From Santaren Ailtbnb diredcd his cour^^ 
northwards, and in the province which lies 
between the Minho and Douro> he prevailed 
upon eight or nine thoufand of the inhabitants 
to take up arms. With thefe tumultuary 
troops he pmcured admittances partly by 
force and pardy by perfuafion, firft into Av«iro> 
and afterwards into the city of Oporto 1 but in 
both thefe places he exercifed a degree of feve- 
rity towards thofe whom he fufpefted to be his 
enemies, that was extremely ill calculatfed to 
increafe the number o£ his friends* 

Hs remained at Oporto tUl he was Informod 
that the duke of Alva, being delivered from 
his anxiety with regard to the king's healthy 
had fent a part of his forces againft bimi under 
Sancio d'Avila, who was advancing towards 
the banks of the Douro with great rapidir^. 
Y 2 D'AvU* 
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B.O o K. D'A.vila hsrf under his command only fiyfc or 
u^ ■>■* J fix thoufand horfe and foot, and Antonio's 
'^*^ army confiftcd of abotit nine thoufand; but. 
from paft experienco* the latter was deeply fen- 
f;hle of the difference between his undifciplined 
forces and thofc* of d'Avila, and he was well 
acquainted with the charafter of that general ; 
who, in the Netherlands, and other places^ 
had given the moll confpicuous proofs {^mili- 
tary (kill and intrepidity. His fafety he knew 
depended on his preventing the Spaniards from 
csoffiog the; Douix), which, for many miles 
above. Oporto, was fo deep and rapid, that 
• vfidumt boats they could not attempt to pais 
ifc He .exerted himfelf therefore with* dili- 
gfoce^in removing the boats and barks from 
tl^; fouth fi^^ of the river, and planted his 
ti^pa^'^t different. places on the north fide, to 
wAtohfthe ffwtioos of t^ cn^my. 

Proftefiof ^liitdie mean time d'Avila advanced, and 
.rdiuX t(»k;;^Qifl55fliQji .pf .ViUanova, a little town 
which ftands oppoftte to Oporto. From that . 
place he fent a party of his troops in fearch of 
bims.; ' who remmad^ without fiicccifs : bit 
d'ibrila being, reeved to omit nothing in his - 
pwtr to accon^fh his defign, * ftot them 
back with oixiers to purfue their march a great 
way further up the river, which* they did ac- 
cotvlingly, and ci^leded about twenty boats, • 

from 
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from places at (6 great a diftance from Oporto, * ^^ ^ 
that Antonio had judged it unneceflary to re- w- v -^ 
move them. Still, however, moft of the Spa- '^^* 
nifli officers thought it imprafticable to effec- 
tuate their paflage with fo fmall a number; 
and it was impoffible to bring them down the 
river, on account of fome armed veflcls which 
Antonio kept ready to intercept them. To re- 
medy this inconvenience, d'Avila ordered a 
part of his troops to march up to the place 
where the boats lay, and there he tranfported 
them, without oppofition, to the other fide. 
Thefe troops had time to intrench themfelves, 
before the enemy received intelligence of their 
landing; and, under the flielter of their i;i- 
trenchments, the reft of the forces were imme- 
diately carried over in the fame way. 

This unexpefted fuccefs in the beginning of Defeat of 
his enterprife, gave d'Avila the higheft aflii- ioo?o. '*' 
rance of viftory, and demonftrated how little 
rcafon he had to dread the efforts of an enemy, 
who, on fo critical an occafion, had lliewn 
themfelves fo deficient both in courage and 
vigilance. Their conduct afterwards was fuch 
as their negligence and cowardice, in permit- 
ting the Spaniards to land in fmall bodies, one 
after another, gave reafon to expedt. D'Avila 
drove them before him, till, with very little 
bloodflied, they were entirely routed and dif- 
Y 2 perfed. 
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BOO K fpeifed. This aftivc general loft no time in 
u—^v--^ fending a party of horfc in purfuit of Don An- 
'*'*^ tonio, who had fled, accompanied by a fmall 
number of his partizans, to Viana, a town on 
the fea-coaft near the northern frontier of the 
kingdom. Upon the approach of the Spani- 
ards to that place, he attempted to make his 
efcape by fea, but was driven back by a vio- 
lent ftorm, which overtook him foon after he 
had embarked. He then difmifled his atten- 
dantSi and, difguifing himfelf in the drefs of 
a common failor, eluded the fearch of liis pur- 
fuers. Philip had recourfe to his favourite 
"^reapon, a profcription, and offered a reward 
of eighty thoufand ducats to any perfon who 
fhould deliver him into his hands. Notwith- 
ftanding this, fo great was the averfion of the 
Portugqefc. towards the Caftilian government, 
or fuch their attachment to Antonio, that no 
perfon was tempted by the proffered reward, 
either to fdzc him, or to .give information of 
the place of his retreat* Antonio remained in 
the country between the Minho and Douro 
from November till May, living fometimes 
in the houfes of the nobility, and fometimes 
in monafteries and convents, till he found an 
' opportunity of going by fea to France. - 

Entire fub- After the difperfion of the Prior's army, all 
*F*ftiIfa!| tlie towns between Uie Minho and Douro open- 
ed 
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cd their gates, and -fubmitted to the^ con- * ^^r^ 



<Jueror. The regents appointed by the lajtc 
king had fomc time before declared themfelves *^ '^' 
for. Philip; and the duke of Braganza, whd ' 
fcemed to have defpaired from the beginning of 
being iible to aflert his wife's title to the throne 
againft fo potent an antagonift,. had talcen the 
fame oath of fidelity and allegiance that was re- 
quired from others. 

The €ol<mies in America, Africa, ?ind the ©f tbecoio- 
Indies, which belonged to the crow«df Portu- 
gal, quickly followed the example a[ dxc iik)' 
.thcr-coyntry; nor did Philip find employment 
for his arms in any part of the Portuguefe do^ 
ipinions but the Azores, where Antonio's 
agents had, perfuadcd the people to prpclaim 
him king. Some troops which were knt againft 
theni under an officer of the name q( Yaldcs, 
were defeated by the governor of Angra; In 
the following year Antonio obtained ffonr) the 
Gpurt pf France a fleet of fixty ihips, w*ith 
about fix thoufand troops, which he landed pn 
one of the ifles called St. Michael; but the 
-marquis of Santa Crocc coming upon* him with 
a fleet and army much fuperior to his, obtained 
adecifive vidtory over the French both byfea 
g;i4 Jand, and afterwards reduced all the inha- 
y 4 bitants 
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BOOK bitants to a ftate of entire fubjeaipn and pbc^ 
»■ V * » dicnccS 



i5lo« 



. Tkb fucccfs of Philip^s aims, and the great 
acceffion of dominion which he had thereby ac- 
quired^ occafioned much anxiety to the neighr 
bouring powers i and excited in the Dutch and 
Fleming^ the moft alarming apprehenfions. 
They had with infinite difficulty withftpod his 
cffi^rts^ while he was employed in the purfuit 
of that plan of conqueft which he had now 
carried into execution j and they feemed, at this 
time, to have much greater reafon than ever to 
dread that they fhould fbon be obliged to fubr 
mit' tp whatever terms of peace he fhould be 
^leafed to prefcribe. Yet, as will appear from 
the fequel, Philip's acquifition of the Pprtu- 
guefe dominions in India feryed rather to ex? 
pofe him to the aflaults of his revolted fiibjefts, 
than to furnilh him with the means of fubduing 
them, and contributed more than any other 
event to that wealth and greatnlefs which they 
afterwards attained ^. 

' Antcmio efcaped, and Ojice more i^turned to France^ 
and the marquis de Santa C oce treated all his French pri- 
{oners as pirates, becaafe war had not been declared b^r 
jtween France and Spain. 

s Thaanl hift. fui temp. an. i579*So« Cabrora^ I. ^lii^ 
Fcrreras, part xy. &c. 
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BOOK XVII. 

WHILE Philip's arms were employed in ® xvn.^ 
fubduing the Portuguefe, the prince of ^ — vr— ^ 
Parma had little room for the exertion of that sutVo? If. 
auaivity and enterprife, by which his charader Nlihl".^*^ 
was fo eminently diftinguifhcd. Having, ac- *'**•' 
cording to his late agreement with the fouthern 
provinces, difmifled his Spanifti and Italian 
ibrces, he had thereby weakened his army fo 
much, as to render it unable to keep the field. 
T^e States of thcfc provinces had laboured in 
vain to fulfil their part of the agreement. Their 
finances were exhaufted, all their levies were 
carried on flowly, and their cavalry were fo few 
in number, that they had been obliged to Con^ 

fcnt 
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BOOK fenc that Farnefe fhould retain fome of the fo- 

X VII 

%^^^ reign horfe for his body-guard* 

It was fortunate for him> that at this junc- 
ture the confederates were in a fimilar ftate of 
weaknefs. After the departure of their auxilia- 
ries, onlyafmall number of troops remained; 
and, after the revolt of fo many of the nobilityi 
and the death of the count de Boflut, which 

. happened about this time, there was fcarcely a 
lingle ofiicer^ a native of the Netherlands, 
whom they could intruft with the chief com- 
mand. Matthias, ayoung man ol" no experi- 
ence, bore the n^me, but was incapable of dif» 
charging the duties of governor. The whole 
weight of the adminiftration lay upon the prince 

- of Orange, who wa^ involved in an endlefs 
maze of the pnoft intricate political ncgociu- 
tionss and without his continual prefence, at-^ 
ti^ty, and vigilance, the weak frame of the 
^confederacy would quickly have fallen to pieces. 
William was therefore obliged to leave the di-r 
re^bion of military affairs to the count of Ren-^ 

' neberg. La Noue, and Norris ; and although 
thcfc men were not deficidnt either in ^irit and 
intrepidity, or in prudence and good conduft, 
yet they neither had forces fufEcient to under- 
take any important enterprife, nor means to 
fupport fuch as were under their cqmmand \ 

* Bentivoglio, part II. lib. i. 

Th? 



Digitized by 



Google 



PHILIP II. KING OF SPAIN. 331 

The grcateft part of Brabant and Flanders * ^^j*^ 
had acceded to the union of Utrecht; but t|ic v ., ^ ^ 
ftrcngth of the confederacy was not prc^or- *^ 
tioned to its extent. The union of the feveral 
members was not fufficiently compaft, the ad- 
miniftration was not properly afcertained, and 
there was no common centre of power and au- . 
thority cftabliflied. The troops- were fcatt^rcd 
in fmall bodies throughout the provinces ; no 
.adequate provifion was made for their pay; 
they lived at free quarters on the inhabitants 2 
and, as luxury is the conftant attendant of li^ 
centioufnefs, the country was miferably op* 
prefled and plundered, and the people reduced 
to an incapacity of furnifliing the neceffary con- 
tributions and fupplies. In this fituation many 
perfons lamented that they had not embraced 
the opporunity lately afforded them, of mak- 
ing their peace with the king ; and they began 
to accufc the prince of Orange, who had ad- . 
vifed them to rcjedt the conditions that had 
been offered, of having preferred his private 
intcrcft to that of the provinces. A fpirit of 
difcontcnt prevailed every where, except in 
Holland and Zealand, and it was generally be- 
lieved, that they muft foon either make their 
peace with the King of Spain, or eledt Ibme 
Other fovereign able to deliver them from 
the calamities with which they were over- 
whelmed. 

The 
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BOOK Th£ prince of Orange was at this time in 
— ^^— / Ghent, employed in quieting the difturbances 
Theawfes above-mentioncd. At the defirc of the States 
•ftheir 4if. j^^ publiftied a vindication of his condudt, to- 
gether with his fcntimcnts concerning the caufes 
of that dillrefs in which the provinces were in,-^ 
volved, and the means of their deliverance* 
As what he faid on this occafion, and fome 
weeks afterwards, in the affembly of the States 
^t Antwerp, contains an interefting view of the 
fituation of the Netherlands at the prefent pe- 
riod, it will not be improper to lay before the 
reader an abftraft of the principal particulars. 

Sxphmed Hs began with complaining of the injuftice 
prinw of of thofe by whom he had been accufed of hav- 
Oianjc, j^g contributed to render ineffe£tual the late ne.- 
gociation for peace at Cologn. " For no per- 
fon in the Netherlands, he faid, had greater 
reafon than himfelf to wifli for peace, fincc 
without it he could never hope to obtain either 
the liberty of his fon, whom he had not feen 
for many years, or the recovery of the many 
rich inheritances which he had loft, or the 
power of paffing the remainder of his life, which 
how began to decline, free ^from labour and 
toxiety. But while for thefe reafons, joined 
with coiTfipaffion for the miferies of the people, 
no pcrfon could- more ardently defire to have 
an end put to the war, he could not help con- 

fidering 
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fidering war» with all its calamities, as ipfintte- book. 
fy preferable to the proffered peace; by one v,,,..^^-*,^ 
article of which many hundred thpufands of '^*^ 
the inhabitants would have been driven into 
exile ; and by another, all who remained, ex<« 
pofed to the cruelty of the Spaniards, without 
any fecurity either for their liberty or their lives, 
but the promiies of thofe by whom the moft 
folenm oaths had been often violated. Thefc 
were not his fentiments only of the peace that 
had been offered, but the fentiments likewifc 
of the States, and of all the fincere friends of 
their country j nor could that detraftion and. 
calumny in which many perfons had of late 
indulged themfelves, be alcribed to any other 
caufe, but the fecrct machinations of thofe, 
who, from fdfifli views, were defirous of re- 
ducing the Netherlands under the Spanilh 
yoke. - . 

'^ TH£tt£ was much ground, he acknowr. 
ledged, for complaining of the irregularities of 
which the troops had been guilty in fome of the" 
provinces ; but nothing could be more unjuflr 
than to throw the blame on thofe who were rn-' 
trufted with the reins of gbvemment.^ The 
governors of States ought to be judged of foaie-. 
times by the orders which they iffued, and not 
by the fuccefs with which their meafures werci 
accompanied j for what could it avail to inter-^ 
I pole 
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* o OK pofe their authority, when they wanted power 
V— ^^— ^ to enforce obedience ? The difregard Ihewn by 
'^ * many, to the orders of the States and council, 
was the principal fource of the evils complain- 
ed of. In all the provinces, except Holland 
and Zealand, there was fcarcely a finglc town 
that would admit the garrifons appointed for its 
defence. To this was to be alcribed that faci- 
lity with which the enemy had made them-r 
felves mailers of AUoft, and other places j and 
it was owing to the fame caufe, that the troc^s 
were fo much fcattered throughout the pro- 
vinces; the confequence of which was, that the 
inhabitants of the country and of the open 
towns, fufFcring equally from the forces of the 
. Stateis that lived at free quarters upon them, 
and from the incuf^fions of the enemy, were 
totally difabled from contributing, their ftiare 
of the public expences. Thus there was no 
fund fufficient for the regular payment of the 
troops i without which, it was in vain to ex- 
pert either that they could be kept under pro- 
per difcipline, or employed luccefsfuUy in any 
important enterprife. 

" To remedy, the abufes complained of, the 
xnoft effeftual method was to place numerous 
garrifons in the frontier towns. For if this 
.were done, the great number of fmall garrifons? 
Woul4 become unneceffaryi and the interior • 

pam 
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parts of the provinces being thereby delivered •^^i'^ 
both from the opprefiions of their friends and ^■^.■l^ 
the devaftations of the enemy, the people would *^ 
be more able to furnifh their proportion of the 
fupplies, the troops would be paid more regu-^ 
larly> and difcipline more ealily maintained. 

" The States ought not however to flop 
there, but to exert themfelves ftrenuoufly in 
drawing together fuch an army of regular 
forces, as might face the enemy in the field, or 
at leaft difturb and interrupt their operations. 
It' was their want of fuch an army that had occa^ 
fioned the lofs of Maeftricht i and, if care werft 
not taken to fupply that want, there was ground 
tbapprehend, that the confederacy would foon 
be ftript of all the towns in the inland provinces. 
But in order to carry this, or any other expedi- 
ent into execution, it was ncccflary that, in- 
Itead of fufFcring each town or province to dif* 
pofe of its troops and contributions as it thought 
fit, a fenate or council fhould be eftablilhed, 
with authority to determine every thing rela- 
tive to the application of the public funds and 
the conduft of the war. 

*^ He was far from intending that this coun* • 
cil fhould be inveftcd with the power either of 
impofing taxes or of enafting laws. He meant 
«niy that it fhould be empowered tp levy fudi 

taxes 
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B o o i; tas;e$ as were impofedvand to execute fuch law# 
%_r-c-.^ 9s were en9u5ked9 by the general States of the 
^^'^ ' union. That it Ihould not be fubjed to be 
controuled by particular towns or provinces ^ 
nor obliged, in applying the public money, dif- 
tributing garrifons, and regulating the nnotions 
of the troops, to have recourfe on every emer- 
gency to the States ; but fiiouldhave fuch a de- 
gree of difcretiqnary power conferred upon it, 
as would enable it to feize the opportunities of 
action when they offered, and to condu6l the 
operations of the war with fecrecy and dif- 
patch.'* 

wiiKtm et* * Besides thefe and fome other points of lefs 

confcdentet importance, William ventured, both • in the 

thtu^e^- writing which he publilhed, and afterwards in 

•"*• the aflembly of thc.States^ to explain his fenti- 

rnents concerning another fubjeft, which he had 

long revolved, and concerning which he had 

founded the inclinations of many of the deputies. 

Having, before the prefent period, delpaired 

that peace could ever be reftored between the 

king and the confederated provinces, he ex-. 

hbrted the deputies to confider, whether they 

Were not now in a fituation which required 

that^ renouncing their allegiance to Philip, 

they (hould transfer it to fome other prince, who 

Was able and willing to defend them- 

In 
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In the cytA of the greater part of Ewc^i * xvii* 
dus propaAil^ i^peat*€d ih the Ugheft d^ree aa<- ^>' v ■ "^ 
dacsous* PhUip iadf ever fince his zccxfUoti^ Hs^^onn 
been coofideFed as the moft powerful prince of 
thea^; Ja« had laidy reeded an inmienfeiiH 
creafc of jai^wef by the acquificioo of Poitnga^ 
and men could not doubt that the revolted pn^ 
vinces mnft foon yield to his fuperior ami^» 
Md bitt^ly repeat of the offence which thisf bad 
given him^ 

KsAsoRa hovf^ver were not wantuig. to iheW^ 
that the meaftires propofed was the beft wbkh 
the jpeof^ of the Netherlsbnds ^nld embraot 
in their prefeat ciic^maftaiices* If they cotdd 
hzrc entertained the prQ4)e& of obtiining peact 
OQ tolerable terms> it might be diflkiilt per-* 
haps entirely to vindics^e their conduct. The 
•erils which accopfipany » change of govern- 
ment^ are generally fe gi^eac^ and the ohli^« 
tion to maintain the prefent^ fo ftfong and 
pGwctfaii that nothing but the moft urgent ne« 
ccillty can ever juftify a peopk fW fliaking otf 
their allegiance to their legal prince, Butj 
from theiflue of the late negociations at Coiogiu 
it was manifeft;^ not only that Philip was unal«» 
terably fixed in his purpofe to govern the Ne^ 
therlands with defpotk authority, in contradic- 
tion to their fundamental rights and laws ; but ' 
that tlie utter extirpation uf the pri>teftanti|^ 

Vol. lU Z who 
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BOOK ^ho were now befcomc a moft confiderable part 
u^-v^ of the people, was a condition, without which 
'^*®' he was -determined never to be reconciled. 
Defolation therefore^ and flavery, muft have 
been the certain confequences of peace,' and no 
greater evils could be apprehended from a con* 
tinuance of the war. ** Even allowipg ^faid 
the prince of Orange^ in the affembly of the 
States) that the king fhould be perfuaded, by 
any mediating power, to grant us fuch condi- 
tions as our confciences would fuffer us to ac- 
cept, yet what fecurity can we obtain for his 
fulfilling them ? He has, before this time> been 
fct at liberty by the pope from his moft facred 
obligations. It is an cftablilhed maxihi' of 
Philip and his counfellors, that with heretics^ 
fuch as we are, no promifes or oaths are bind- 
ing. Although he were of himfelf inclined to 
fulfil his engagments, yet the Roman pontiff 
md the Spanifh inquifitors would reclaim, and 
foon perfuade him to alter his intention. It 
has been faid by fome, continued William, 
that he is a prince of a compaflioriate dilpofi- 
tion, and that we may fafely rely up6n his 
mercy. Of the truth of this, we can beft 
judge from what we have feen and known. Do 
the deeds that have been perpetrated by hi^ 
command, in India, in Italy, or in Granada, 
authorife us to form this favourable judgnient 
itfhis charafter? Has not^very corner of th6 
• * Netherlands 
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l^etherlands been overflowed with the blood ^^y^i*^ 
df thoufands of our countrymen, barbarouflf'* — ^r—^ 
butchered by his comnriand ? Are not all the '^^^ 
ricighbouririg kingdoms filled With his fiibjedsj 
who have been driven from their native landi 
eitiiCT trt enrich the countries that have afforded 
them prdteftion, with our trade and manufac- 
tures> or to drag out a miferable life in pover- 
ty and exile? We know how grievoufly our 
late conduft has offended him; and from what 
we have feen on former occafions, we may 
judge of the meafure of his refentment. He 
may humble himfelf fo far as to foothe us with 
the hopes of a more mild adminiftration $ byt 
we^fhould remember the difcovery which we 
made lately^ when; by the letters that were In- 
tercepted, it appeared, that infl:ead of the ge-^ 
nerous purpofes that were pretended, nothing 
was meant but to employ fome of the pro- 
vinces as infbruments of vengeance againft 
the reft;" 

Influenced by thefe confiderations$ which opprfition 
Ihewed that Philip had entirely loft the confi- ^hoiki^" 
dence as well as the afFeftions of his Flemifh 
fubjeftsi a great majority of the deputies were 
inclined to renounce his authority. Some of 
the Catholic, members, however, prompted 
partly by their political principles, and partly 
By concern for the fafety of their religion, had 
2^-2 the 
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BOOK the coiirage to remonftratc. They ^expatiated 
%J!^^ on the greatnefs of Philip's power, and the 
***°' dangc* to which the States wowld expofe them- 
felves, by adding ib great an affront to their 
fohner provocations. And t^ their reprefenta- 
tions on this heAd diey fabjdined, that they 
could not adopt the ftroAg meafurc that wai 
propofec^ confiftcntly with their oath of alle- 
giance j fincc the king #as uftftl^dnably 
their- rightful foverc%n> they had all folemnly 
recognifed his ri^ti and the piwrmces ^ere 
his inheritance, which he liad derhrcd fnto 
a long unincemipted Unt df iIluftriot» «b- 
ccftbrs ^ 

But this rcafoning had no^ wdgjit with tiie 
prince t>f Orange, St. Aldcgonde> and die 
oriier kaders of the proteffemts^ They txm- 
fidered the breach between Kiilip ind the con- 
fedcratsed provinces, as irttparaWe^ aaidkncw, 
that long before the prefent period, he waiani^ 
mated againft them with the moft implacable 
refentment. " It was too late, they faid, to 
talk of keeping meafures vnA the kings and 
no part remained to be efpaufed, btrt to pre- 
vide againil the efFefts of his di^eafwe. Nor 
was there the finalkft reafon &r thofe Ifcraples 
by which the catholic members were difturbed> 

^ Bcndvqiflia, part n* h u 

either 
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cither with regard to the lawfulnefs^ or the ex- 
pediency of renouncing their allegiance. Kings 
were invefted with authority, not for their own '^^ 
fakes, but for the intereft of the people whom 
they were appointed to govern. If the rights 
of princes were to he inveftigated> they i^ouid 
be found, in moft of the kingdoms in Europe, 
to have been derived from the will of their fub-? 
jefts, who, grown impatient under the injurif|i 
of former princes, had taken from tbem, and 
given to their fucceflbrs, what they had an xm^ 
doubted ri^c to beftow. A prince was indeed 
fuperior to each individual in a State; but 
neither his intereftj nor his pleafure was to be 
put in the balance with the fecurity and hap^ 
pinefs of the whole. On the contrary, he might 
be judged, and even punifhed for his abufc of 
pewer> by die ftipreme council of the nitioii* 
If this truth were doubted of in other place9f if 
coyld not be controverted in the Netherlands i 
where, till lately, both the name of king, gnd 
the meafuie of obedience which kings common-t 
ly require, were utterly unknown. |n the 
Nftherlands the engagements between the 
prince 9iid the people were ftridly mutual; 
wi in eng9gcffients c^this fort, it was a clear 
an4 qniycrf^ maxim, th^t th? infi4elity of either 
of the two contra£ting parties, abfolves the other 
frpii) Hif mpft facred obligation ^. 

« lletocn, Kb* x. and GyoCios, p. 70. 
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BOOK ■ The pro^eftant member^, in comparifon with 
^n, V * / whom the c^^thoUcs were few in nynnlper, being 
Deiibfral ^^^ confiriiied in their purpofe of objuring thq 
tions about dominion of Philip, .the aflembly proceeded 
other fovc- ncxt to confidcr, whether they fhouW-'fubftitute 
another fovereign in his place, oreftablifh z, 
republican government, upon the pla^i qf that 
confederacy which was already foriped. The 
ktter of thefe meafures would have been em- 
braced by all the deputies ; by the proteftants, 
from the conformity between the principles o( 
a commonwealth, and thofc of their religion ^ 
and by the catholics, from their, perfuafion that 
fuch a government would neither be To highly 
affronting to the king, nor fo effedhially pre- 
clude the hopes of a future reconcilement. . But 
the prefent feeble ftate of the United Provinces 
obliged thein to facrifice. their inclination to 
t:heir prefervation and fccurity. From the re- 
prefentation which the prince of , Orange made, 
6f the diforders that prevailed, togethei: with 
the view which he exhibited of their ftrength 
and refources, they w^re convinced, that how- 
ever ftrenuoufly they n)ight exert themfelves, 
they would be able to wage only a tedious de-I 
fenfive war ; by which their ftrength would be 
gradually wafted, till they were at laft com- 
]^clled to accept of fuch terms of peace as the 
king ftiould be pleafed to prefcribe. To have 
recourfe, therefore to the affifcince of forne fo- 
^^' " ' . "' /reign 
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rpign prince, feemed not only expedient, but ® xvii^ 
neceffary; and to engage the prince of whom « — ^-^ 
they fliould make choice to eJpoufe their caufc '^ ^ 
with greater zeal and fincerity than they ha|d 
hitherto experienced in their allies, they re- 
folved to confer upon him the fovereignty of 
the Provinces, with all the prerogatives which 
had been enjoyed by the princes of the houfe pf 
burgundy, 

t Nothing now remained but to fix upon the Motim for 
perfon, to whom the offer of this high dignity SuJieoV*** 
fhould be made. The prince of Orange, hav-.^"^*'** 
ing before-hand fgunded ;bc inclinations of the 
Eimperor and other German princes, had 
found, them utterly averfe to taking any con-^ 
qprn; in the affairs of the Netherlands. The 
queen of England, and the duke of Anjou, 
brother to the king of France, were the only 
princes at that time in Europe, between whom 
the States thought there was ground to hefitatej 
and they were determined to concur in giving 
the preference to Anjou, by the prince of 
Orange; who, befides reprefenting to them 
the neceffity of eleftirig a fover^ign whp would 
refide in the country^ inform^4 them that their ^ 
making choice of the duke, would he highly 
acceptable to the queen. " For fhe had writ 
to him on the fubjeft, and given him aiTurances 
pf granting the States her affiftance, jn cafe 
Z ^ ^h? 



Digitized by 



Google 



^44 HISTORY OP THE REIGH OF 

BO^OK the fovcrcignty were conferred on one with 
whom ihe had fo much rcafon to expcft to Kvc 
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'5*®- on amicabk terms '• 

From this it ihouid feem^ that Wiliiaim had 
offered to employ his influence in favour of 
Elizabeth ; and it may be prefunned, that un- 
lefs he had found her averfe to his propoia}> 
neither he nor the other proteftant leaders 
would have been inclined to give the preference 
to Anjou. Very diflerent motives indeed were 
affigned for the prince's ccHidx^A^ by his ene* 
mies. His principality of Orange, they ob* 
ferved, lay in the centre of France, He had 
lately married Charlotte de Bourbon, of the 
blood royal of that kingdom*. For many 
years he had maintained an intimate correlpond- 
encc With the leaders of the Hugonots i and 
he flattered himfelf with the hopes of enjoying 
the entire direftion of the duke of Anjou, a 
weak prince, who would probably be more at* 
tcmivc to his pieafures, than to the affairs of 
gpvernmei}t. Thefe intereftcd confiderations, 
if is likdy, were not entirely without their in- 
fluence I but the other circumftance above 
mentioned feems to aflbrd a flrill more fatisfac^ 
tory account, fince there was in reality no room 

* Meteren, lib. x. 

« Daiighter of the inke de Montpenfier. 

for 
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ft»r hefitation between ItUzabcch and Aniou » b o o k 
and Elizabeth, as will appear m the fequel, ^ ■■ v/ ^ 
would certainly have rqe^ed the fovereigqty, '^'^ 
in cafe an offer of it had been made to her. This 
politicjd pcinc€fs expeded to derive advantage 
from that ammoiky which the deftion of An^ 
jou was likely to produce between the coirrts 
of France and Spain. And the pririce of 
Orange knew^ that as it would be eafier to re* 
concile the catholics in the United Provinces 
to the eledion of a prince of the fanne religion 
widi themfelvesj than to that of a proteftant ; 
fo. Without making fuch a choice, there was 
Bttle prd3ability that he fhould ever prevail on 
the Walloons to accede to the confederacy. 
Whatever were William's motives, a great ma- 
jority of the deputies entered readily into his 
opinion, and they would have proceeded in- 
ftantly to the eleftipn, had it not been deemed 
a matter of too much confequencc to be decid- 
ed without confulting their CQnfl:ituent$. 

In the mean time the operations of th^ war u Noue 
were not wholly difcontinued, although neither ^J^" «*"" 
of the two contending parties was in a condi- 
tion at this period to make any great or vigo- 
rous exertion. By means of a ftratagem cgn- 
dufted by count Egmont, Farnefe acquired pof- 
feflion of Courtray in Flanders, as he did by the 
like means of fome other places. On the 

other 
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BOOK Other hand,, count Egmont and his brother 
Y ^ ' ■ were taken prifoncrs by La Noue in the towq^ 
^5fo* of Ninpve; .an4 nptjong stfterwards La Noue 
Iji^nfclf loft his liberty. Thi$ gallai^t officer 
haying \;>ee^ attacl^ed unexpfeft^dly by th^ mar* 
quis de Roubaisj cojpmander in chief q( xht: 
Wallpon forces^, ^j^.pverpojv^fcd bynu^Tibers,- 
and pbiiged, through tl>e difadvantage of his 
ground, to furrender himfelf -a prifoner of wax^ 
The States were fcnfibly; afFeded by ^ Ipfs of 
a perfon of fuch uncommon abilities, and they, 
offered to give in exchange , for him count 
Egmont and the baron de Selles^ whp had be^n 
taken prifoner at Bouchain. But the pnnce erf", 
Parma refufed to confent to this exchange, 
faying, th^t he would never agree to give one 
lion for two flieep. La Noue was conduced 
to the caftle of Limburg, where he reoxained, 
long; und, during his confinement, epaplqyed 
himfelf in writing thofe military and political 
difcourfes which were afterwards publiflied, 
and much admired by his cotemporaries. Count 
Egmont's relations, and thofe of de Selles, fo- 
licited Philip with great importunity to con- 
fent to the exchange propofed. But this priqce^i 
who never hearkened to the voice of gratitude 
or confipaffion where his intereft interfered, de-. 
clined complying with their requeftf and, 
rather than yield to the enemy fo great an 
advantage as the recovery of La Noue, he chofe 

to 
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to leaye his friends to. ranguilh in prifon for fe- ».£o ^ 
yeral .years. 



Thbsi two noblemen bore this indignity 
with extreme impatience*' Dc ScUes, con- 
fcious of having exerted himfelf with the moft 
fervent zeal in detaching the Walloons from 
the revolted provinces, fell a facrifice to the in- 
dignation ^nd chagrin which the king's ingra- 
titude and his own unfortunate fituation were 
calculated to infpire. The fame caufes pro- 
duced a different, but no lefs melancholy 
effe<5t, on count Egmont, whom they deprived 
of the ufe of his undcrftanding. Through the 
tender affiduous care of his fitter, whom the 
States permitted to attend him, he recovered 
from this diftrefs. But Philip* ftill declined 
confcnting to the exchange till the year one 
thoufand five hundred and eighty-four, when 
La Noue engaged in the ftrifteft manner 
never to be^r arms againft him in the Nether- 
lands; and the king of Navarre, the duke of 
Lorrain> aod others, became furcties for his 
fqlfilling this eingageme^t. It is difHcult to de- 
tet-injne whether Philip's condu6t afforded on' 
this occafion a more ftriking proof of pufiUani- 
(Tiity. or ingratitude, while no ftronger tefl:i- 
mony could have been given of the extraordi- 
i^ary merit of J-a . Noue, and the dread 

whijch 
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Dfcfeftiwiof JVbout the time when La Nouc was taken 
^g, *"' prifoner, the confederacy fuftained another lofs 
by the defcftion of count Renncberg. This 
young nobleman having been appointed gover- 
nor of Friefland by the States, had fubducd 
the cities of Eieventer and Groningen, bcfides 
feveral other places of confiderable confequences 
and his zeal and fervices were the more highly 
valued, as all his relations adhered to the Spa- 
nifh intereft, and he himfelf was of the catholic 
perfuafion. But thefe circumftances which 
gave him fe much merit in the eyes of his 
countrymen, were the means by which he was 
enticed to abandon the caufe which he had 
hitherto fo illuftrioufjy fupported. The prince 
of Parma readily perceived the advantage which 
they affoixicd for gaining him over from the 
confederates ; and, with this view, he employ*- 
ed the count's fifter and her hufband, the baron 
de Monccaux, to offer him the following terms 
of accommodation : That he Ihould be con- 
firmed in the government of Friefland, and 
have that of Overyffel annexed to it| that 
twenty thoufand crowns fhould be immediately 

^ BenttirogUo, part ii. Itbi i. Ileidsvas, lib. &• p< 39; 
and MctercR. 

paid 
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^paid hkn^ bcfides an annual penfioR of twenty b o o ic 
thtE»afand florins ; that a town^ of which he was ^^j^-Q 

, feudal fuperior, ihould be ereftcd into a mar- "^•^ 
. , i|uifatet and that he Ihould have two regiments 

P ^troops to-be diftributed throughout his go-* 

^ vernn^cntSj in whatever ftations he fhould 
^, think fit. Befides thefe enticements, another 

IOC" 

." object was held forth to him, more tempting 
' ] perhaps than any of the reft ; he was flattered 
* with the hc^es of obtaining in marriage the 
; eoiuitefs of Megen, of whom he was greatly 
,' enamoured, and who poflefled one of the richeft 
'^" fortunes in the Netherlands. His religious 
]\ principles coBl|>ired with thefe allurements, 
tod made him Ifend to open ear to his liter's 
. rq)eated reprefentadons ef the dai^er to 
^ tvhtch the catholic faith was expofed^ and of 
the defigns formed by the prince of Orange for 
'" ifis ^elbnAlon. He heficated however for ibme 
time, and trembled at the thcmghu of i>he in^ 
' ' faf&ny in which be was about to be involved i 
' but at laft he confented to accept of the terms 
propofed^ reidivit^ to conceal 4fis having done 
fo, till he Ibould tidw proper meaftires for de- 
livering the toWhs and fortb Inso the hands of 
live Spaoianls. 

^% de%ft oouUl hot endivly ^fbape tfae j^^ 

hrtH^rng^lJreofthe prince of Orange. Various 

€ira«iiftanc€S concurred M alarfn Witiiam'^s 

5 appre- 
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BOOK ippreherilio'ns, arid made him' refolve/ without 
x^-'^-l^ dehf, to prettnt, if poflible, the fatal effefts 
*58*^- oFthe count's intended tfeaehiiiyi He inftant- 
ly went intd Friefland, under the pretence of 
quelling feme difturbances in that couittryj and 
ordered fbme officers to draw tHfeir troops to- 
gether and lead them againft Lewarden, Haf-^ 
iingen, and Stavferen. Thefe ordfers were exe- 
cuted with fecrecy and difpatch, and all the 
three places were wrefted out of the hand^ 
of thofe to whom count Renncberg committed 
them; 

The counti who refided at this time in Gro- 
ningen, was thunderftruck when he received 
intelligence of this difafter, which at once 
fliewed him that his perfidy was d^te<9ted; and 
put it in a great meafure out of his power td 
fulfil his engagements to the prince of Parmai 
Still, however, he was either not prepared, of 
he had not courage, to throw off the malk* 
He complained loudly of the afiront that had 
been offered him, and of the ingratitude with 
which his fervices had been repaid. " Among 
the officers who beheld his eonfufion on thiis oc- 
cafion, there wer^ two to whom, ,as he knew 
their fidelity to the States to be inviolable, he 
had not communicated his defigns^ " Theftf 
men, thinking it ftill * pra6ticable to preferve 
him in his duty, exhorted him to go imme- 

4 diately 
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diately to the prince of Orange, in order to ^ o o K 
clear himfelf from the fufpiciohs which were c — v-li 
entertained againfi him. " This is the only '^'** 
expedient in your power, faid one of thenfi, il 
you afe confcious of innocence ; nor can I 
doubt that you are, when I confider, that by 
perfifting to aft the part which your duty and 
honour require, you muft promote your in- 
tereft more efFeAually, than by violating thefe 
facred obligations, and involving your name 
in perpetual infamy." Rerineberg liftened at- 
tentively to this difcourfe; chahged colour fre- 
quently, and at laft burft into tears. He re- 
peated his complaints of the treatment wHich 
he had met with, but he would not explain his 
intentions, nor follow tKe counfel that was 
given him. The two officers then left him ; 
and, after acquainting the chief magiftrate of 
what had pafled, they withdrew privately from 
the city* ' ' 

By a popular and infinuating behaviour, ac- 
companied, with ftrong affeverations of the 
falfehood-of the reports which haci been propa- 
gated, Rerineberg laid afleep the fuljiicionfr 
both of the magiftrates and the pec^le, till the 
plot which he had formed was ripe forexecu* 
tipn. Having, brought i» fecretly a, body of 
troops, which he concealed in the palace, and 
gutarms into the hands of his- domefticsi with 
" '^ thefe. 
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BOOK thefe* and the catholic inhabitants devoted td 

t ^ j^v^ the Spaaifh iqtereft, he overpowered the gar- 

*S«oi rifon J and having thus made himfelf mafter of 

the town, he proclaimed hinifclf governor, in 

the name of l^hilip, and then mounted the 

fortifications with the troops which he had in- 

ttoduced. 

EeaneUri*! guT hc did not loog ciijoy any of the ad- 

4cath«^ vantages which he eapeded to derive from his 
revolt, and ibme of them he never attained^ 
The monev promifed him was never paid, and 
the counter of Megea was given in marriage 
to another. His health being impaired by the 
fatigues which hie had undergone io his mili-* 
taqr eaterprilbs, the rsmembmnce of his trea* 
chery filled his nuod with anguifli and remoriet 
which i^yed tapon his fickly frune, and cal*^ 
ried him ^ ia die prime of his age^ kmenised 
even by thofe whom he had betrayed, who felt 
for his misfortunes, on account of his many 
aauabk 4k:c<»ai|>liflinaeAte'^ 

£!eafenoi '^Tks bflbs ivtMoh the ocmfederaey ^inScrad 
^''^'"* from la Node's im^fMmeBt, «td the i^ifide^ 

bey tif Ramebtii;^ ^n^mdytdco&i^mtliefm 

HI thbr i^ofaRsoii of coifem^ 

m iome f»reign pdmcei «^ the jreafeM abw« 

s G0iiat«aAMftefeii» 

mentioned^ 
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itacntioncd, joined to the influence of the prince * o " ic 
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of Orange, deterniined the States of the feve- 
ral provinces and towns to give the preference '*^* 
to the duke of Anjoui The election was made 
accordingly in due form by the General States^ 
and a folemn embafly fent to give intimaltion 
of it to the duke, who readily accepted thd 
offer, and confented to all the conditions that 
were required. They were contained in a 
treaty figned by him and the ambaffadors of the 
States at Pleffiles-Tours, on the 29th of Sep- 
tember i and the principal articles were thofe 
which follow : " That the States of the United The tottii* 
Provinces having elefted Francis de Valoisj 
duke of Alen^on and Anjou, for their fove- 
rcign, *did thereby confer upon him all the 
titles and prerogatives which their former 
princes had enjoyed. That in cafe the duke 
fhould die without iffue, the States might eledt 
another fovereign, and that the Netherlands 
fhould in no event be annexed to the crown of 
France. That in cafe the duke fliould die 
leaving feveral fons behind him, tHe States 
Ihould have power to determine which of them 
Ihould fucceed him in the fovereign ty, ^nd 
that if the prince whom they Ihould make 
choice of were under age, they might aflume 
the government into their own hands till he 
fhould arrive at the age of twenty. That the 
duke fhould maintain inviolate all the right^^ 
Vol* II. A a and 
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^xvji ^ ^^^ privileges of die people; that he ihould 
V--V — ^ fummon the general aflembly of the States to 
'^*^* meet at leaft once a year; and that, if he 
lliould fail to iffue letters of convocation, they 
Ihoul^ themfelves have power, agreeably to an- 
cient form and cuftom, to meet together as of- 
teti as they fhould judge expedient. That the 
duke fhould fix his refidence in. the Low Coun- 
tries J but if his affairs Ihould, on any occafion, 
call him jhence, he Ihould nominate for go- 
vernor fome nobleman a native of the Nether- 
lands, with the confent and approbation of the 
States. That all his counfellors fliould be na- 
tives of the provinces, except two or three of 
the French nation, who might be admitted in- 
to the council, provided the States fhould give 
their confent. That he fhould make no inno- 
vation in religion, but afford his proteftion 
equally to the proteflants and catholics. That 
Holland and Zealand fhould, both in refped 
of government and religion, remain in their 
prefent flate, being obliged, however, to con- 
tribute their proportion of the fupplies requifite 
for the fupport of the confederacy. That the 
duke fhould fpare no pains to engage his bro- 
ther the king of France to affifl him in carrying 
on the war \ that he fhould accede to all the 
treaties that fubfifl between the States and fo- 
reign powers, and fhould not himfelf form any 
new alliance without their confent. That all 

foreign 
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foreign foldiers fhould be difinifled on the firft 
requifitioii of the States : And laftly. That if 
the dpke fhould fail in performing any of the 
foregoing conditions> his right to the fove- 
reignty Ihould ceafe, and the Provinces be 
no longer bound to yield obedience to his au- 
thority." 

Ais this treaty was negociated in France^ 
Philip complained to Henry of the breach of 
friendfbip in permitting it i and Henry affected 
to be much offended with his brother's con- 
duct, buf in reality did npt feel the difple^fure 
.which he pretended. On the cpntrary, he 
fecretly rejoiced in the profped): cff being deliver-* 
cd from a brother, whofe levity and caprice had 
given htoa much inquietude i and it is faid, that 
he affured the States privately, that he would 
fend tdiem either troc^s or money, as foon 
as the troubles of his kingdom were, com* 
pofed. 

BvT whatever reafon Philip had to be offend- PhiUpS 
ed with th^ French monarch, he was mv^ch oftheprinct 
morel highly incenfed againft the prince of ^ ""*** 
Orange, whom he confidered as th« contriver, 
as well as the chief promoter, of the revolution 1 
^hat had taken place. Having oftener than 
once attempted, by negociation and artifice^ to 
free himfelf from an enemy, who had furnifh- 
' A a a cd 
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BOOK ed employment to his ableft generals and beft 
c>.-^r-L> difciplined forces for fo many years, he had re- 
"580. courfe, on this occafion, to the ignoble expe- 
dient of exciting fomc wretch or defperado to 
make an attempt upon his life. . For this pur- 
pofe he publifhed an edift of profcription 
againft him, in which he accufed him of having 
excited and fomented that fpirit of difcord, 
which had proved the (burce of fo much mifcry 
to the Netherlands i interdicted all the fubjedts 
of the crown of Spain from holding communi- 
cation with him, and from fupplying him with 
bread, or drink, or firej and offered to any 
perfon, who fhould deliver him dead or alive, 
or take away his life, the fum of twenty-five 
thoufand crowns, belides making him and his 
aflbciates noble, if they were not already noble, 
and granting them a full pardon of all crimes, 
however enormous, of which they had been 
guilty- 

This practice of commanding aflaflination, 
almoft unheard of fince the days of the Roman 
triumvirate, was fuitable to the dark, revenge- 
ful, and ungenerous nature of Philip. The 
prince of Orange could have retaliated the in- 
jury J but he fcorned fo ignoble a revenge, and 
chofe rather to reft his defence on an appeal to 
the world for his integrity. 

His 
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His Vindication or Apology, addrefled to ^ xvii^ 
the affembly of the States, and of which he ' — ^— -^ 
fent copies to the feveral courts in Europe, is kis 'ipo'. 
one of the moft precious monuments of hiftory. '^^^' 
It contains an interefting relation of many par- 
ticulars, which throw' light, not only on Wil- ' 
liam's own charafter and that of Philip, but 
likewife on the characters of feveral of the other 
principal aftors in the Netherlands. The au- 
thor has, in fome parts of it, indulged himfelf 
in the language of keen refentment, and ven- 
tured to aflert boldly feveral fafts, of which the 
cotemporary hiftorians have * fpoken with re- 
ferve. Some allowance perhaps muft be made 
for that juft indignation with which he was in- 
flamed ; but when it is confidered, that no per- 
fon had better accefs to information ; that no 
prince poflefled a higher charaftcr for fincerity 
and truth, having never, in a fingle inftance, 
been convifted by his numerous enemies of in- 
fmcerity and falfehood ; that the relation of the 
fa£ts which he aflerts was publifhed at the time 
when they are faid to have happened, and when 
it was eafy for the perfons accufed, if gccufed 
unjuftly, to have confuted him ; that their in- 
tereft and honour called loudly for a confuta- 
tion; and yet, that no fu.ch confutation, nor 
any vindication of their charafters, which had 
been arraigned as odious at the bar of the uni-* 
vcrfe, was ever attempted ; when all thefe 
A a 3 circum^^ 
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c^ ■-...!-/ not appear any fufficient reafon for calling in 

'^'** queftion the fafts contained in this Apology, 

although fomc of them are of fuch a nature as, 

to require the ftrongeft evidence to juftify the 

reader for yielding his affent **. 

Adopted by The conduft of the confederated States on 
this occafion was fuch as William had rea- 
fon to expeft. After employing feveral days 
in examining his Apology, they voted him an 
affeftionate addrefs, in which they attefted the 
falfehood of thofe imputations on which Philip 
had founded his profcription. They declared^, 
that as the prince had been regularly elefted in- 
to the feveral offices which he held, fo he had 
never accepted of any office but in confequence 
of their moft earneft intreaties. They prayed 
him ftill to exercife tne authority with which 
they had invefted him, expreffed their gratitude 
for his many eminent fervices to the common- 
wealth, and promifed to yield a ready and cheer- 
ful obedience to his commands. They con- 
cluded with expreffing their anxiety for his life, 
and made him an offer of maintaining a com- 

Efc. i7. pany of horfe- guards, of which they intreated 
him to accept, being perfuaded that on his 
prefervation their own fecurity depended. 

^ An abdrafl of his Apology is fiibjoiacd ta iht cenclo- 
fik)B of this work. 

In 
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In a few days afterwards they gave him an- ^ xvii*^ 
other proof of that zeal and fincerity with v ,. -w.- m^ 
which they had efpoufed his caufe. Their soi'nn're- 
eieftion of the duke of Anjou was a virtual re- onheif^ui. 
nunciation of their allegiance to their former |!^,"^p/* 
fovereign ; yet all public a&s ran as before in 
the name of Philip and that of the States ; the 
oath adminiftered to perlbns entering upon 
public offices had not been altered^- and the 
people in fome of thofe cities in the confede- 
racy, which had confented to Anjou's elcftion, , 
were extremely averfc to alter it, from that at- 
tachment which men often difcover to e^fterior 
formsj even after the inftitutions on which they 
were originally founded have been abolifhed ; 
but the States, fenfible at laft of the incon- 
gruity between thefe forms and the fteps which 
they had lately taken, and apprehenfive of dan- 
ger from leaving it in any refpedi: ambiguous 
to whom the people owed their allegiance^ 
agreed now to remove all ground of ambiguity 
by a folemn abjuration of Philip as their fo- 
vereign. 

An z& of abjuration was accordingly pafied^ 
with great unanimity, in an aiTembly held on 
puipofe at the Hague, confifting of deputies 
from Brabant, Guelderland, Zutphen, Flao- 
dcrs» Holland, Zeadand, Utrecht, OveryflTeU 
and Fricfland. In this a6t, after einumerating 
Aa 4 the 
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BOOK the principal grievances which had prompted 
v— vr-^ them to form their prefent refolution^ they dc-» 
'*'*' dared it to be a right inherent in every free 
people, to withdraw their allegiance from a 
prince who obftinately refufes to fulfil the duty 
whigh he owes them; and much more from 
one who violates the ftindamental lawsj and 
B,6ts the part of a tyran? and oppreflbr. They 
pronounced Philip to ha;ve forfeited for ever all 
authority in the Netherlands, Th^y forbad all 
judges and others to ufe his name, arms, or 
fealj and they required the magiftrates of 
towns, and /all other perfons in public offices^ 
to bind themfelves by an oath, to pppofe 
him and his adherents to the utmoit of their 
power. 

These refolutions were carried into imme- 
diate execution, All Philip's feals were broken^ 
all commiffions and letters patent in his name 
were cancelled, and the new oath was admini- 
ftered to every perfon who poflTefled any civil 
or military employment. It was not without 
difficulty that the magiftrates in fome towns 
were perfuaded to take this oath. Some re- 
maining fcruples of confcience, arifing from 
a regard to their former oaths, gave uneafmefs 
to feveral ; and others doubted of the expediency 
pf fo ftrong a meafure at the prefent crifis, on 
S€?oynt of the Ihips and merchandife belonging 
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to the people of the Netherlands, which wer? ^ x^i^ 
m the ports of Spain. But ho pains were fpared 
to remove thefe objeftions, and at laft almoft 
the whole inhabitants of the above-mentioned 
provinces entered into the views of the States 
and took the oath that was prefcribed them ^ 

About this time Matthias left the Nether- Deptrtarcrf 
lands, after having refided there between three 
and four years, without having acquired 
cither reputation to himfelf, or any advantage 
to the people whom he had been called to go* 
vern. He had employed all his influence to 
pcrfuade the States to make choice of him for 
their fovereign ; but the motives above explain^ 
ed having determined them to give the pre- 
ference to the duke of Anjou, it fhould feem 
that the prince of Orange had been able to 
fatisfy Matthias as to the ncccflity of that 
meafure, fince he remained in the country for 

' Upon a repreftntation of the prince of Orangey the 
States hrtoei at this time feveral nCtfni regulations, rela- 
tive to the admiqiftration of juftice, to the finances, and the 
troops. That council of ftate likewife was eftabliflied, of 
the necefficy of which William had laboured to convince 
them, which was inftituted partly to remedy the inconve* 
niences arifing from the jlownefs with which the delibera* 
tioos of the Sute were unavoidably conduced, and partly 
to ferve as a check upon the fature fovereign. Grotiut 
4ii. U iii. MetereHj 4c. 

dcon* 
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B o o K a confiderable time afterwards, and accepted of 
t...-v--w an annual peniionoffiftythoofand guilders from 
'^•'- the States ^ 

During the courie of thefe civil and politi- 
cal tranfaftions, the troops were not wholly 
unemployed. In Friefland, the king's forces 
were commanded • by Schinch and Verdugo, 
between whom and colonel Norris and coimt 
Hohenloe feveral iharp rencouiKer$ pailedi 
with various fuccefs ; but die only importaart 
event which happened at this time in the 
northern provinces, was the acquifition «f 
Breda, into which the Spaniards were trea* 
cherouily admitted in the night by feme of the 
garrifon, whom thie agents of the prince «of 
Parma had found means to corrupt *. 

The prince himfelf was, in the mean tkne^ 
intent on the reduction of Cambray. But not 
having a fufficient number of troops to carry 
on the liege with vigor, he was obliged to 
convert it into a blockade. D'Inchi, the go^ 
vernor, had recourfe for relief to the duke of 

^ Matthias had afterwards a better fortune. His bro- 
ther refigned to him the kingdom of Hungary in 1608, and 
that of Bohemia in 1 6 1 1 , and the year following he ob- 
> tained the Imperial crown. Strada, lib. vii. Mcteren 

p. 317. 
< Meteren, p* 313* 

AnjoUj 
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Anjouj and was warmly fcconded in his appli- * o o ic 
cation by the States and the prince of Orange, v — ,^L^ 
Anjou perceiving how deeply his honour was *^*'* 
concerned to gratify this firft defire of his new - 
fubjefts, publiflied at the court of France his 
intention of attempting to raife the fiege. This 
was no fooner known, than a great number of 
the nobility flocked from all parts of the king- 
dom, to his ftandard. With their afliftance> 
he coUefted in a few days an army of near 
twelve thoufand foot and four thoufand horfe, 
and marched direftly towards Canibray. The 
prince of Farma, too prudent to contend with 
an army, which, befides being greatly fuperior 
to his own in number, was condufted by a 
brave and warlike nobility, quitted his intrench- 
ments and retired. In this manner was Cam- 
bray delivered, after it had been blockaded for 
feveral months, during which the inhabitants 
had been reduced to great diltrefs. Anjou 
having brought along with him an ample fup- 
ply of provifions, it was immediately intro- 
duced i and loon after, he made a magnificent 
entry into the city, amidft the applaufes of 
the people, who faluted him the proteftor of 
their Liberty. He then laid fiege to Cateau- 
Cambrefis, and quickly compelled the garrifon 
to furrender °. 

^ Meteren, p. 315* Bontivoglio^ partii. lib. ii. 

This 
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BOOK This fuccefs which attended Aniou's firft 
^...^^^J^ enterprife, afforded inexpreflible pleafure to the 
«58i* confederate provinces, and ferved to heighten 
their expeftations of his future government. 
*He was earneft^y entreated by the States to 
improve the prefent opportunity, and to ad- 
vance with his army towards Flanciers. But it 
was not in his power, he told them, to com- 
ply with their requeft. All his troops but a 
few were volunteers, who had engaged in his 
fervice only for a Ihort time, and for the fingle 
purpolc of the relief of Cambray. He could 
not prevail upon them to remain with him 
much longer; and he had not yet provided 
mo icy for their pay. But he hoped to re- 
turn foon with a powerful army ; and he would 
in the mc::n time employ his utmofl: influence 
to intereft his brotl.cr and the queen of Eng- 
land in their caufe. 

ABjeofoii- There were not wanting powerful motives 
5*f ";?. to induce the French king to grant Anjou 
that afliftance for which he now applied; fince, 
befides being delivered from the fickle, reft- 
lefs fpirit of a brother, who had greatly in- 
creafed the troubles of his reign, he would 
have thereby avenged himfelf of Philip, who 
had fecretly undertaken the protection of the 
catholic league, which, as will be afterwards 
related| had bcea lately formed by the t^ukt 

of 
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of Gui&y on pretence of providing for the » o o fc 
lecurity of the catholic religion, but in reali- v_,^,-Lj 
ty to controul the fovereign's authority. But ^^*** 
Henry was not in a' condition at this time 
to make an open breach with Philip. By 
his indolence, and voluptuoufnefs, added to 
the numberlefs calamities in which his king- 
dom was involved, his finances were exceed- 
ingly reduced ; and the king of Navarre on 
the one hand, and the duke of Guife on the 
other, furnifhed more than fufficient employ- 
ment to all the policy and power which he 
poflefled. Promifcs therefore of future aid 
were all that Anjou could obtain from him, 
and this difappointment determined the duke 
to fet out immediately for England, where 
it Ihould feem he had better ground to 
hope for afliftance than in his native coun- 
try. 

ELIZABETH had for fonie time paft appeared . 
to lend a favourable ear to a propofal of mar- 
riage which li6 had made to her ; and his ex- 
peftations were at prefent raifed to the grcateft 
height. On his arrival in England, fhe gave 
him the nioft gracious reception. Soon after- 
wards, Ihe ordered her minifters to prepare 
the marriage contraftj and, in the prefence 
of many fpeftators, after a long difcourfc 

with 
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BOOK vith him apart, Ihe took a riag from her own 
e-^-/_j finger, and put it upon his ; which both the 
*5*'- Ipectators and the duke interpreted as a decla^ 
ration of her oon&nt^ It is impoflible to be- 
lieve with fome hiftorians, that Elizabeth 
meant only to amufe Anjou, and thereby to 
advance fome political defign. It is incon* 
ceivablc how any defign whatever could be 
promoted by carrying her diflimulation to {o 
great a length. T^his wife princels, notwith* 
ftanding the many extraordinary accon>pliih« 
nncnts which adorned her charadler, was not 
exempt from the weaknefle^ that ^re peculiar* 
ly incident to her fex. Flattered by the court 
which Anjou had long affiduoufly paid her, 
fhe appears to have entertained the moft par- 
tial fentiments of affeftion towards him, 
and ferioufly to have intended to liften to 
his propofal. But at laft her prudence, her 
ambition, and that love of independence 
which ihe had cheriftied through her whole 
life, prevailed over the temporary paflion in- 
to which file had been betrayed. She made 
an apology to Anjou, for her change of 
fcfolution, and gave him the ftrongeft af- 
furances of affiftance and fupport in his new 
dominions. The marriage was no more 
- mentioned, and the duke, after the ftay of 
three months in England, fct fail for the 
2 Low 
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Low Countries ; efcorted by a fleet, on board book 

. XVII, 

which there was a great number of nobi- v_.^^-lj 
lity and gentry, whom the queen had de- '5»«* 
fired t6 attend him, as a proof to his new 
fubjefts, that although the intended marriage 
had not taken place, yet flie was deeply in- 
terefted in his profperity. 
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AFTER a paflage of three days, the duke ^^^f„* 
of Anjou landed on the tenth of Febru-* '^ — v^— ' 
aiy, at Fluftiing, From Flulhing he went to AnjVtrJar. 
Middleburgh, and was condufted from thence ?!«!»». **" 
by a fleet of fifty fhips of war to Antwerp. ^^^ 
The banks of the Scheld, the entrance into the 
town> and the ftreets which led to the palace, 
were lined by the citizens, to the number of 
twenty thoufand in arms ; and no expence was 
faved, which a wealthy commercial city could 
affbrdj to exprefs their attachment and rcfpedt* 
After having taken the ufual oath to maintain 
their rights and privileges, he received from 
the States the 03th of allegiance^ and then en* 
Vol. II, B b tercd 
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BOOK tered upon the fovereignty, while all around 
him wore the face df happinefs and joy. 



XVIII. 
1581. 



In AntWtfrp, ifft pifblit cxfei'cifc of tke ca- 
tholic religion haJdYor fome time paft been pro- 
hibited. But now, in order to gratify the 
new fovercrgn», k wtas ^emiittcd in one of the 
churches; and all catholics were allowed to 
worlhip there, according to the rites of their 
religion, tipon condition that they flionld ab-' 
jure the king of Spain, and Iwear allegiance to 
the dufccr A fe^ perfbhs dnly accepted of 
this indulgence, while the greater part chofe 
rather to forego the privilege held forth to them, 
than fo folertinly renounce their former fove- 
reign. On this occafion the States, as well as 
the duke, were not a little aUrftledi tod 
thou^t it neceffary widxout delay to .provide 
againft the danger that might arife frotft perfom 
who gave fo clear a difcpvery of. their difaffec- 
tion to the prefent eftabHfhment. They firft 
publiihed one edift, impofing a fine of two 
hundred guilders on thofe who ftiould decline 
taking the oaths j and foon afterwards another, 
by which the recufants were banilhed from the 
Netherlands *. 

Attempt to In the midft of thefe trarifaftions, that, joy 
Jheprlnc* Whlch Anjou^s arrival had difFufed throughout 

of Orange. .. . •* 
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the .proFtnctes w^is interrupted, hy ^on atcempit ^j^^Si*^ 
which was made, not many d^ys after His in* w^^-^^^^ 
auguradon, upon the life, of the prince of *^*** 
Orange. The defign w^ &r& conceived in 
Spain, by n man pf the na^ne of Ifonca i and 
it was ^ggeikd by him to Qafpar ^Ji^ftrp, .^ 
Spaniifh banker in Antwerp, of ruined circum- 
ftandes, as an expedient for retrieving his ^- 
fairs. To induce Anaftro to undertake the ^ 
execution of the bloody purpofe, Ifonca fent 
him a;fign-manuai of the kingi Jn which Phi- 
lip engaged to pay him eighty -thoufand ducats 
as foon^ the aflaffinatioh lihould be perpetrate 
cd. Anaftro had not coumge himfclf to exe- 
cute fo bold and defperate an enterprife, and 
therefore he communicated Ifonca's prqpo&l 
to John Jauregui, a menial fervant in his fe- 
mily, a young Bifcayan, of a thoughtful, me- 
lancholy difpofition, whom he knew to be both 
trufty and audacious. With this young man 
Anaftro found there was little need forperfuar 
fion. ** 1 am ready, iaid he, to .perform in- 
ftantly what the king fo eameftly defires. I 
defpife equally die proffered reward, and the 
danger to which I fhall beexpofed j for I know 
^hat I ftialldie. I only aflc that you will affilt 
me with yourpraycrs toGod, and employ your 
'intereft' with tlie kilig, to provide for my fa- 
ther in. his old age." Jauregdi was the better 
qualified to iuecced in his ^cfign, as he fpoke 
B b a the 
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BOOK the German language fluently, and was in no 
% _^^-^ danger of being known to be a Spaniard. Hfe 
'^** was confirmed in his purpofe by a pricft of the 
nameof Tinimermanj from whom he received 
abfolution of his fins, and the ftrongeft affur- 
antes, that by putting to death fo great a here- 
tic as the prince of Orange, he would infalli- 
bly fecure the favour of God and everlafting 
happinefs. 

Under a full conviftion of the truth of what 
the prieft had declared, this deluded wretch fet 
out for the caftle, and having taken his ftation 
near the door of the apartment in which the 
prince had dined, he watched the opportunity 
of his coming out -, when ftepping up to him, 
he difcharged a piftol at his head, loaded with 
a fingle ball. The ball entered a little beneath 
his right ear, and pafling under his palate and 
upper teeth, came out on the other fide. Wil- 
liam was deprived for a moment of his fenfes ; 
which he no fooner recovered, than he defired 
his attendants to fave the life of the afiaflin. 
But the guards, tranfported with fudden rage, 
had difpatched him. The appearance of the 
prince's wound, from the effufion of blood, 
was extremely formidable, and as he was de- 
prived of his fpeech by the fame caufe, the 
Ipeftators believed him tojbc at the point of 
death. The news of this difafter fpread Quick- 
ly 
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ly oyer the, town, and excited in all ranks of "xv/^*^ 
men, ioexprcflible anguifh and delpair. The *— v-i^ 
citizens poured in crowds from every quarter '^*** 
to learn the particulars of that calamity which 
had befallen them; and, as if each individual ^ 

had loft his own proper parent, as well as the 
common parent of the ftate, there was nothing 
to be heard Ijut the voice of forrow and lament- 
ation» 

i 

In the midft of this diftrefs, a rumour was. 
propagated, that the French were the authors 
of the murder, and that it had been perpetrate, 
ed in order to deliver the duke of Anjou from, 
the reftraints which had been impofed on hisi 
authority. This report gained eafy credit from 
the people. Their grief was now converted in- 
to fury> and they flew to the palace with an 
intention to execute a Ipeedy vengeance. 

In the mean time it was known at the caftle, 
that the aflaflTm was a Spaniard, from papers 
found in his pocket, by Maurice, the prince's 
fon**. Of this difcovery, notice was imme- 
diately carried to the prince, who had now re- 
covered his fpeechi and he was informed, at 
the fame time, of the danger to which Anjou 

^ Maurice was at this time only fifteen years of age, but 
fiu evetf then remarkable for his attention and fagacicy • 

* > " B b 3 and 
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^xv?u^ 4Ad hb cotinCtyitiM we^ cxpofcd. This in- 
^.^.^-^r-^ telUgcncc aflfe^ted WiUiam in the mo& fenfibk 
'^**' manner i todnotwithftanding his pre&nt criti- 
ta fituadon, he wrote, with his own hond^ a 
billet in exculpation o( the French- By this, 
joined ^ith the pains which were ts^en by St. 
AMtgondc, the people were undeceived tod pa- 
cified. The aflk'^n'^ body having been ex- 
pofed to public view, it was foon difcovered 
that he had been a domeftic of Anaftro. Anaf- 
tro himfclf had fled, but his fecretary, whom 
he had left behind t6 wkit the iffue of Jaure- 
gui'i attempt, and Timmcrflfi^, the pricft, 
'*rere ftized, and having c6nfcfled dicir guilt, 
fhey ^ferfc condemned to fuffcr death. At the 
defire of the prince of Orange, who never 
neglefted an opportunity of inculcating huma- 
niry upon his countr^rinen, no tbrtures were in- 
flifted on them. I'hey were ftrft ftrkhgled and 
then quartered, and their heads and limbs fixed i 
6Ver the gates of the city % 

WitnAM*s recovery ifras dubious for fome 
time, on accbiint of the difficulty wiiich the 
phyficians fbuiid in ft6pping the dfufion of 

< They remained thefe till tiie city f^ll rato tlte haiidf 
of the prince of Parma» when they were taken down by the 
popifh eccle6aftic8, and buHed with tytrymaA of venera- 
tion which their fvperKtion coold devife. 

blood; 
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bipod I ttut after all their allocations had foil- * ^^ i;; 
cd>. they made a number of yerfons fueceed h -^- ^ 
one aapther in preffing the mouth of the wound *^^*' 
with their thumbs^ without intenniflion, for 
the Ipace of feveral days and nights ; and 
this^e^jpedient proved at length fuccdsful \. 

Anastro having gone from Antwerp to 
Tovrnay, where the prince of Paima, then re- 
fided, affirmed confidently that William had, 
died of his wound, Fvnefe too ralhly believ* 
eii him, and wrote letters to the citizens of 
Antwerp^, ^nd other peaces, . exhorting^ them 
tq return nov to their duty, fince th^t perfonr 
w%s removed by. vhom 'th.ey had ' been led 
aftray. Th^fc letters would not have been,- 
calculated, in the prefent difpofition of the 
people, to pronriote the prince of Pamgia's d€H> 
fign, even if the inforr^ation on which ht pror 
ceeded had been true { but as they ^id not 
arrive till after the people, were delivered from 
their stpprehenfions with regard to Willian^'s. 
life, they fcrved only to excite their ridicukr 
and indignation % 

' W)ulf his llf0 was in dao^, a public fuppUcauoa 
was offisred up lio heaven for his recovery ; and when it 
was accomplifhed, a folexnn thankigii^ng . was cele* 
l»rated« 

« BentivegHoi p. 263. Meterea^ p* 326. 'jfhuanus, 
Ubf Ix^n 

B b 4 Meanwhile 
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' xv?i/^ MEAN'^feHiLi the operations of the war were 
^ — V — ' not difcontinued by either of the contending 
ReTurn*of parties. The States acquired pofleflion of the ' 
th-^spamih ^^^^ ^£ Alloft, and the prinfce of Parma made 
himfelf mailer of Stcenwick and Lierres. He 
was foon after enabled to aft with greater vi- 
gour than the weaknefs of his army had hither- 
to permitted him to exert. Having confented 
with great reluftance to the diimiflion of the 
Italian and Spanifh troops, he had employed 
all his addrefs to convince the Walloons that it 
was in vain for them to expeft, with their own 
forces alone, to bring the war to a conclufion. 
He found it extremely difficult to overcome 
their diffidence, and was obliged to obfervc 
the utmoft caution, in order to avoid awaken- 
ing thofe fufpicions which they had long in- 
dulged againft the Spaniards. At length> hov^- 
cver, he accomplifhed his defign through the' 
marquis dc Roubais, who, as was mentioned 
above, had afted a principal part in promoting 
the reconcilement of the fouthern provinces.^ 
Mfixh this nobleman, Farjiefe had formed an 
intimate connexion, and had- laboured affidu«* 
oufly to make him fenfible how neceflary it was 
that the troops fliould be permitted to return* 
The marquis;^ -flattered with the familiarity to 
which he was admitted, and prompted by th^. 
view of advancing his credit with the king, 
yielded at laft to the prince's felicitations, and 

then 
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then employed Kis influence with the States fo ^^yf^^^ 
cfFcftually, that they not only confented to the 
return of the forces, but even petitioned the 
king for it in the nioft carneft terms ^ 

- As nothing could be more acceptable to 
Philip than this application, orders were im- 
mediately fent to Italy for the march of four 
regiments of veterans, confiding of near ten 
thoufand men; who, together with feveral 
thoufand Burgundians and Germans, arrived in 
the Netherlands towards the end of the fiimmer 
One thoufand five hundred and eighty-two. Af- 
ter the arrival of this reinforcement^ the prince 
of Parma*s army amounted to fixty thoufand- 
foot and four thoufdnd horfe; but finding it- 
neceflTary to leave more than the half of that 
number in garrifons, he could keep only about 
thirty thoufand in the field 5 and a part of thefe 
was employed in Friefland under, Verdugo, while 
the r«ft were under his own immediate com- 
mand in the Southern provinces. With thefe 
laft he took Cateau Cambrefis, Ninove, Gaef* 
bee, and feveral other places ; he attacked the 
army of the States, which he compelled to re- 
tire under the cannon of Ghent j and then he 
laid fiege to Brufiels, but the feverity of the 
fcafon, and the difficulty of finding provifions 
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^%ni^ in a Gountxy wWch hajd l^e^ faiqng the feat of 
' wr, pWig?4 Hini ta dc$ft $rom ^lis attcjBj*,, 



'^ afi4 to put his^tr^Qp^ iaM lYi^^frrrq^Vt^r^ ^- 

State of the Thb United States, on the other hand, dif- 
confederacy. ^^^^ ^^^^^ $^HVf aqd Mai in iiappojting 

thw fl«W eft»|^ii(hp<i govcrnmepf . They r^fc^^ 
their yearly rev^nve from two nullions fow 
huadred thQuiaRd> to four miUi^ns of gui^cxs,. 
lifith which ^ey maiotained, beiidies their oa^ 
tive troc^, a conli^crable nuinber of Britiib,. 
Tti^cncl^p^ and German forces. But ib gr^t ^ 
propomPA of djiffe forces w^ ncceiTaiy for dc^. 
fending the £cuts ^d towns, that no arna]^^ 
coui4 be ^enabled fufficient to contend wit;^ 
the emriay in. the field, npr even to raife tha 
fiege of *Ojr <^ ih^fe places which th? prince cjf 
Pamn^ att;$a){^ed to fubdue. Thus the numr- 
ber of tow^s btlo^g^ng to the confederates wa9 
daily diminidie4> while theb ajcqi^ifitions wer^ 
few and incw&lerable. A^^ a3 the enecn; 
was now much niore formidable than before, 
they wer$ filled with the moil; difquieting ap-» 
preh^Afions whf^ they looked forward to th9 
Aiijoufoii. opewngofanj^wwrnp^igp. Aiijo\i, wl^opar- 
•KeVom ticipated. with them in the anxiety which fo cri- 
tical a fituation was fitted to excite^ did every 
thing ia bh ppwer to prociire frooi France th^ 

« Mctprcn, p, 334. 
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jtoccdwre which he had giwn diBia reafoa ta> ^xvw'^ 
6:«pe£b. After many ddays^ the dujcede Mom* ^,« -.■^'■■^ 
penficf and marefGhal Biroiv arnTed in the ^^*** 
Netherlands in the end of November^ with 
between feven and eight thoufand nien^ partly 
Swifs and partly Frcneh. Withi this reinforce-' 
' metit^ under (0 able a general as Biron, Anjou 
' perceived that he might retard the progrefs of 
the prince of Parma's arms, but that he could 
not hope diher to expel ]»m from his new 
conqutefts, or to bring the war to a conciufion : 
he therefore renewed his folicitadons at the 
cburt of France, and endeavoured to engage 
his brother more heartily to e^ufe his caufe. 

Henry's counfellors were mi^ divided vft Henry*t 4^. 
their opinimis with regard «o the nfieaftircs pro- * '*^^'* 
per to be purfued on this oecafion. By fome 
of them, the prefent opportunity was repre* 
fented as the happieft that could offer for unit- 
ing the Netherlands to the crown of France. 
But, as thefe men did not intend to advance the 
intereft of Anjou, they did not employ any 
tfgument addrefied to Henry's firiendihip or 
generofity; and^ inftead of exhorting him to 
ttSbrd his brother aid fufficient tx> eftablifh him* 
ielf fecurely in his new fovereignty, they ad* 
vifed him only to give him fuch afliftance as 
might enalbk him to ftop the progrefs of the 
Spanifli arms* To this counfel they fubjoin^ 

cd. 
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*xvi?i^ cd> that Henry ought to maintain a fleet, in 
^ ,^, .1.1 the Channel, and an army on ,the frontier oC 
'^**' Luxemburg^ in order to prevent the priocc. of 
Parma from receiving fupplies from Spai^ or 
Italy. , And in this poftyre, th^y faid, • he 
ought to wait, without expofing his troops to 
the hazards of war, till the contending parties 
ftiould exhauft their ftrength, when it would 
be eafyfor him to drive the Spaniards out of 
the Netherlands, wd his brother, and the State;^, 
in order to obtain his proteftion, would gladly 
accept of whatever terms ]lefllo^ld think fit to 
impofe. But fuch a plan, which the great afei? 
lities of Farncfc would have difconcertcd, was 
too refined, and required too much labour, 
patience, attention, and expence, tp be reliftir 
ed by a prince fo. indolent and voluptuous ,^s 
Henry, who was fo improvident of the. fu- 
ture, and whofc afiairs were fo exceedingly iar 
volved. 



ft^oeft* 



M^tT ^* liftened with Icfs reludance to ipropo&J 
!!!rL!*" rtiade him by fome others of his coun&UorSa 
who being well acquainted with his chAr^^rii 
J)br6eived that his .hefitation prQcepd^:^^^^ p 
gi-eat meafure from the -fhame of defemi^g h^ 
brother, and that in reality be wifltied for a pirgr 
tence to rejeft his application. Thcfe menp^. {^ 
cret enemies to the duke, .and partizans of 
Philip, whofe money it was believed, they had 

accepted^ 
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accepted, were rfrsudto declare openly againft 6 c> o k 

a meafure in which the heir-apparent of the * ,.-1-^ 

crown, fupported by the queen-mother, was '^**' 
fo deeply interefted. They affefted to approve 
liighly of the granting Anjou*s requeft, provid- 
ed the king could comply with it confiftently 
with the intereft of his kingdom. But both the 
ihtereft and honour of France, they though^ 
required that the States (hould previoufly agrecj 
that, in the event of the duke's death without 
iflue, the king and his heirs fhould fucceed him 
in the fovereignty of the Netherlands. They 
knew that the States would not confent to thi^ 
condition. It was, however, propofed to thcm^ 
and having met with that reception from them 
whith there was reafon to expcdt, notice was 
foon afterwards fent to Anjou by the.queen*^ 
-mother, and his other friends, of the unfuc- 
cei^ful iffue of their endeavours to fervehim?, " 

This difappointment, which rendered it im- Anjou'sat- 
poffibk for him to fulfil the expedations rfhis^ ATwr^ 
.new fubjeftsi was calculated to give him the ll^f . 
moft fenfible concern. A candid and grateful 
prince wouW have thought himfelf bound more 
flrongly than ever to exert hunfelf in their be- 
half; and, by a careful attention to their in- 
tereft?, joined to a faithful difcharge of his 
.'« ' ' 

« Thuanai, librXXvH. c, ix. Metcren^ Hb, xi, , 
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*xvr^ '^ tjAcf obligations, to atone for his failure itt 
c.--v^l^ tliat engagement -which he was unable to per^ 
*^* fo^m. Widely different were the fentioacnts 
*wbich aFofe in the miiid of the^chtelsiJi^^ 
•nerous Anjou. Apprehenfive that the -Fleiii- 
ings, difgufted on accovovt of tfadir dt&ppoii3dtr 
ment in thofe hopes of afiiftance with which 
•^they had been ddoded, mi^^ withdranr their 
allegiance from him, asd i^concile idiemfelyes 
to their forma* Ibvcreign j he refblved to pre*- 
Tent them from cDcecutiog thiis defign^ in cafe 
"they Ihould conceive it> and in vialation of al^ 
the oadis which .hie had fwom fo lately, hp 
formed a plan of depri^ving them of their liber- 
^(xy^ by making ^himfelf maftenof all the towos 
into which iits troops had, already found, or 
. -trould 'by ibrce or ftiatagem find admiiliom 

TrfK ftrange-defign, it is faid, 'was -firft fug- 
gefted to him by his partifans in France^ in or- 
. "derto induce Henry to gr^nt him the afliftance 
^which he foJicited j and it was ftrongly recom- 
mended by 'Fervaques, and other Fren<ih no^ 
Ability who had accompamed him to the Nethem 
4ands. Thefe men were all real or ^retendefi 
•frknds to Anjou, and aflfe^d to. be deejily con- 
cerned for his honour, wich which JtbeypiK- 
rfuaded him, that.fiich a iliniited.auth^ty: as 
he poffeffed was utterly incompatible. Had 
they been his moft inveterate ei^mies, tliey 

could 
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coffld nbthate idVifed hiSi td ii lAfeaRite mrt-e book 
Iflcefy to pii6^ fk«il to hisifttfeitft. Yet this J^^^ 
weak prihcp, ^thout comnftunictttmg his in- *^*^ 
tentioh t6 Bftpon cfr Monpiwifier, who would 
hivt itftiftd their confent, readily embraced 
the cbuHfel Ait was girth Mnfi, and imme- 
diatie!y proceeded to ddibtrate with his ad- 
vifers concfettiingthe means of carfylng it into 
t^ecQtSoh*. • 

ft was agreed, that the French troops, in all ,58,. 
the towns where they were quartered, fliould^ 
under the pretence of a mutiny, take up arms, 
and^etpel tTie garrifons ; and in this manner he 
•got f^ffeffion 6f Dunkirk, Dixmude, Den- 
dfeftloftdfe, and fcveral other places ; but his 
priitcipal objeft was the city of Antwerp. It 
would have been in vain, he believed, to at-. 
tempt making himfelf mailer of fo ftrong a 
place by open force, with fo fmall a number * 
oTTiis troops as were within the city ; and there- 
fore, in conjunftion with his counfellors, he 
exerted kU his ingenuity in contriving how ^ 
force and artifice might be united. On thi^ 
occ^ion. Fortune feemed to favour his d^fign. 
Towarcls the middle of January, after the froft 
Kad'cbntihued fbr.fome tirhe, the States fignifii 
ed^dicir iiitentioh to have 'his tf oops employed 

"* -Thwiitts, L xxva. c. 10. kletcrcn, p, 336. - 
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B o o K in an expedition againft ibme of the enemy's 
^ J^^'l, towns in Fricfland, which, on account of their 
■5»3- wet fituation, were acceflible only in the time 
of froft. Anjou pretended to enter with great 
alacrity into this delign. He immediately gave 
orders to have his troops conduded to the vil- 
lages in the neighbourhood of Antwerp, where 
he held them rdady to march upon the Ihorteft 
notice ; and, under various pretences, he 
• brought to his court at Antwerp almoft all the 
French nobleffe, who had been dilperled through- 
out the Netherlands. 

Being thus prepared, his plan was to feize 
upon the gate of Cronenburg, which lay next 
to the |)alace, with his body-guards, and to in- 
troduce his army filently in the night j but, on 
the day immediately preceding, an obfcure re- 
port of his intention was circulated among the 
citizens, and a general alarm excited. The 
prince of Orange and the magiftrates thought it 
^ proper to inform the duke of this report, and 
propofcd to hang up lights in the city, and to 
llretch chains acrofs the ftreets and Jgates, ip 
order to quiet the apprehenfions of the people. 
Anjou could not, without confirming the fuf-. 
picions entertained againft him, refufe his con- 
fent to this propofal j but as he poflefled a con- 
fiderable fliare of his mother's duplicity and ar- 
tifice, he affumed, with fo much feeming fincc- 
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fity^ tke appearance of indignation againft \vm * 
the authors of the report^ accompanied with 
fuch ftrong profeflions of attachment to the 
Netherlands in general^ and the city of Ant^ 
werp in particular^ that not only the magi^ 
ftrates^ but even the j)rince of Orange waa. 
almoft perfuaded of his innocence. The ftreets 
however were barricaded> the whole town was' 
iUumitiaced> and many of the citizens wef^ 
under armsi ' ' ^ ■ 

Tnisi circumfiances having itididfe it necei''^ 
fary for Anjou to change his plan> he went 
early next morning to the prince of Orange's 
i^artment in the caftle^ and after informing 
him that he had ordered his troops to be drawn 
out for a general review before their departure 
for Friefland, he defifed the prince to accom- 
pany him to the field. Whether William had 
ftill any fufpicion of his defign is uhceltain ; 
but he declined Complying with His requeft^ 
^cging the badnefs^of the dsy, and the ftat^ 
of his wound^ as an excufe for his refufal -, and 
he advifed the duke to put off the review till 
feme future day, when the people would be 
entirely delivered from thofe apprehenfions with 
which they were at prefcnt difquicted. Anjou 
pretended that he would comply with his ad- 
trice^ and left him; but fbon afterwards he 
lent him notice, that, finding the day cleared 

Vol. 1L C c up. 
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*3^in^ up,: be ftiUrefoh-ai to. hold the review, aa he 

^ ^ ^v " " *■ lifadvaljfirfk intended. He then gave orders 

*^ ^* mlTemove the bacricades in the ftreet which 

ksd& to the gate of RipdorfFj^ and fet out, at- 

tondcfd with ,;^:cericn\ie: in. aims, amounting to 

bl?twefii..tWQ and ibrce .hundred men* 

^' Hll t^d no fooAer, paifed the gate and the 
4f9W'l)fids?»'^^^^ ^^ attendailta feU> fWbrd in 
hand, upon the guards, and having butchered 
fomc of then, obliged the reft to take Ihelter 
in the. guard-hbufc. The orders which he had 
ieotta (he c^nnp had been puodluallf executed. 
The whole army was in. motion,. and Seventeen 
Qpfp^niejs pf fopt, fix hundrod lances, and 
fqur.trc^p»pf horie were at haitd, and ready to 
enter the city. They ru{hed:in .imp^iiK>Qfly; 
an4,;having let fire to fome hoyl^s near tie 
gatCj, as a fignal for the reft of'the trpops ccr 
haften fbxsjrard, they fpread themfclveswier the 
town, .(prying out, " May tjie mafs . flpurifti : 
thecity is tdcen/' \ 

.The citizens had been in Ibme nr^eafure freed 
from their apprchenfipns, by Anjou's. piTot^^ftji- 
tipns on the evening before ^ but jti^ey h]id not 
been put entirely off their guard., . They flew 
inftantly to arms, and quickly fonped a.jclole 
compared l[)ody> of fufficient ftrcngth to nqiake 
head lagairift the enemy. Their nunriber was 
-- - "- • • . . foofi 
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io<M> augmpnfied by -otterej; who; -800^^4 tio ^xVSi* 
their affiitaAC^ froiri wciT quftHer jtrf" the citj% ' v .^ 
None declined «pofing thcoifelves to danger^ , '^'* 
or trUfted to other* for thieir dcfeaccf They 
remembered the deraftations which -liad bcca 
committed fome years before by the mutinous 
Span(iardj5| and we/e perfuadod^ that they could 
not now avoid a repetition of the difafterswhicl^ 
they then fuffered, by any other means, but 
by exerting their utmoft rigouri and Ihcyrpigi 
each man for himfclf, a conteAipt of danger^ 
Aninnated therefore by the dread of that ruin 
with which their fortunesj dieir friends^ t^eir 
wives and children^ were about to be over*' 
whelmed; and fired with indignation againi): 
their ungrateful, perfidious enemy^ they ad^ 
vanced with a degree of fury which the Frepcl;i 
troops were unable to withlland* Many of the 
I<rench had entered the houfes for the fake x^ 
plunder* Thefe men were quickly furroundcd 
by the citizensj and put to die fword t the, reft 
Were driven back towards the gate. Therd 
they expc&cdj either to be fupported by their 
friends from the camp^ or to make their efcapfj 
out of the cityi but, having neglcfted tx> fc- 
cure the portcullis, the foJ4iers, who had fhut 
themfelves up iii the guard-houfcj had folliecj 
out and let it down< By this circumflancci th^ 
French were thrown into defpair, and the refo- 
lution and fpirit of the citizens augmented^ 
e c a ^ Th« 
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■ o o K The fituation of the former was now truly 

I ^^ deplorable: difappomted of thataffiftance from 

'5*^- without, on which they had depended, and 
crowded together into a narrow fpace ; while 
the dtizensj who purfucd, poured their (hot 
upon them without a moment's intermiflion; 
they fell in heaps above one another, till the 
gate was choked wiih the dead and wounded. 

The citizens made next a defperate attack 
op a body of French troops who had mounted 
the rampart, and either put them to the fword, 
or tumWed them headlong from the wall. Of 
this fcene, Anjou himfclf, and the Swifs troops, 
who had attempted in vain to burft open the 
gate, were fpeftators. At firft he thought it 
was the citizens that were thrown down, and 
believed it muft have been by accident that the 
portcullis had been fhirt. He could not fup- 
pofe that the inhabitants, unaccuftomcd to the 
ufe of arms, could, in the fpace of an hour, 
have-^difcomfited fo great a number of difci- 
plined forces ; but he was foon undeceived in 
his conjefture. The citizens, ftill inflamed 
with indignation, on account of his unprovoked, 
atrocious attempt, pointed their cannon to- 
wards the place where he ftood, and killed a 
confiderable number of the Swifs. 
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j Thb prince of Orange/ who lodged in the ^xvih^ 
! caftle, at the oppofite end of the city, remained 
i ignorant fopfome tioie of what had pafTed, 
I and when intelligence of it was brought him> 
I he at firft believed it to be fome accidental 
\ fcuffle between the inhabitants and foldiersj 
! but at laft receiving more certain information 
pf the truth, he fet out with a part of the g^- 
rifon for the fcene of action. In his way thither 
he met Fervaques advancing towards him 
with a body of French troops, which had 
been left )>^hind in the palace. At the firft 
onfet, Fejrygques himfelf was taken prifoner, 
I and his troops difheartened by the lofs of their 
I connnitnder,' and ftill more by the confcioufv 
' ncfs of their treachery, were eafily overcome. 
; William the^n proceeded to. the gate of Rip- 
dorp, where he arrived in titw to prevent the 
citizens from wrecking an uiflef$, though 
. merited^ vengeance upon the prifonera* 

Nothing could be more affecting, fays an 
hiftorian *, whofe information was derived from 
eyc-witneffcs, , than the fpeftacle at the gate ; 
the dead bodicjs piled one above another to a 
cpnGderable height, and the wounded mingled 
with the dead, weltering in blood, uttering 
the moft doleful lamentatioii;^, and ftruggling 
to difengage themfelves from e^ch other, or 

* Vaa Mcteren. 
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^rviiL from the bodies of thoir.(laxjghtcred:fificnds^ 

•^ — ^r—^ At the prince's inttrccffion the lires of all the 

^**^* priftmcrs were fpared^ andmany of Ae iramidcd 

recovered^ through . the attentioq . and tendler^ 

ne(s of chofe to ^ofe care thejr were com-* 

mitted. . 

Thb nuinbct of the Frenth fcMind dead in 
diflwcnt pepts of thecicjr, amounted' to^ fifteert 
htmdred, among whom were upwards of three 
hundred perl^ns of dlftin£tioh» ^vA the pri- 
foners, incfuding thofe^who'fiftrrehdfcrtSd to the 
prince of Orange, werccoiriput^d Wtiind thour 
£md. So great Was . the \fi£^ which i^njou 
Aiftained >from this iUreoncertadt-^.^htcrprifej;^ 
whik only one hundred of the 'i inhabitants 
were killed, .arid the fafne number' -wdthKied, 
It would be irtipoflible^ notwicliffiindihg the? 
defperate bparery'<of the citJzeniit^ account? 
for this extreme ictifparity* betwixt the Jkrfs on 
the one fide, and that on the other, were it not 
jfbr a ciVcumftance whidh one of tlie'Kiftorians*^ 
has mentioned/tHa'r'the' French, 'either fron> 
negligence, or thfeir geAeral'^ ' danfidenclie of 
fuccefs, had brought very little. amrttuhition 
with them^ ahd, dliriilg the grekteft part of 
the combat, flood *ex;^bfed to the enenriy's fire, 
without having any othef w^apoA *fo ^'^fend 
ffjem but thejr fwords, 
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I'ris eafier to iinagiw th^n <tefc,ribje the con- «^ ^'vi^ ^- 
fiifioi) with which Anjpu iiiiift have been wer- v_^^_^^ 
whehned, wh^A he reflcile^ on the egregious '^.*^.- 
folly into which he had been betrayed., He . 
pafled the night in a neighbouring fort called . 
Berchem, where there was neither furniture ' 
nor provifions. From that place he wrote a- 
letter to the fenate of Antwerp> in which, after . 
boafting abfurdly of the proofs which he had 
given of his attachment to the Netherlandsj^ 
he fubjoined. That although the misfortune, 
which had happened, had arifen from the un- 
worthy treatment which he had met with, yet,^ 
hp was deeply penetrated with' forrow and re-' 
pentance on account of its that he ftill retained^ 
all his wonted afFeftion towards them, and had^ 
fent them this letter, partly to enquire what 
were their intentions with refpeft to him, and* 
partly to defire that they, would fend him his 
papers, furniture, and fcrvants; hoping that 
thefe laft, who were entirely innocent of what 
had been done, fhould not fuFer any harm'. 

To this letter the fenate made no return, 
But referred it to the confideration of the prince 
of Orange and the States ^ and in the mean 
time Apjou, being utterly deftitute of every 
thing necelTary for the fupport of his troops,. 
left Berchem and direfted his march towards 

J Mcteren, p. 3J9. • 
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BOOK Dendremonde. He intended to have gone thU 

XVIII. ^ 

V,-y-lv thej* by the fliortefl: i^oad, but the citizens of 
^^^* Antwerp having fent a number of armed veffeU 
(p oppofe his paffage over the Scheld| he was 
obliged to turn back^ and to fetch a compafs 
round by Duffel^ Mechlini Rimenant^ and 
VilyordeHf In this march, befides fuflfering 
the gre^teft hardihips in his own perfon, he loft 
a confiderable number of his troop? by an in- 
undation of the river Ncthe, From Duffel 
he wrote letters to the governors of Bruffels, 
and other places, in which he threw the whole 
blame of what had happened on the inhabltantis 
of Antwerp, and rcprefentcd the aflFair as a 
tymult, in which his troops> when upon their 
way to the camp, had in|Ecrfcred, but which 
had arifen In cpnfequence of the ill ufagc which 
he hnxifelf had receivecj^ This difingenuous 
conduft ferved to exafperate the people of Ant* 
^ werp more than cycr againft him, and they 
publiihed a yindicatioii of their conduft, fet-r 
|ing forth, " That they had in all refpcdls de-»- 
meaned themfelves towards him as became 
good and faithfiil fubjcfts. They had given 
him even more than their proportion of the 
fupplies, and had raifcd the {i}m of feventy 
thoufand guilders j which, inftead of applying 
\t to pay the arrears due to the army, he had 
^^ributed amoiig his French and Swifs troops 
^ f ngourage thern in their late atrocious at- 

tempt,^ 
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tempt. Nothing could be more palpably un* .book 
juft than to impute that attempt to the citizens - ^ Ij 
of Antwerp^ fince, on the fame day, the French ****' 
troops had offbred the fame violence in other 
places. By the kind providence of Heaven, 
the plan concerted to enflave them, had been 
fhiftratcd, infuch towns as were of thegreateft 
importance J and it was their eameft prayer, 
diat the duke might become fenfible of the 
iniquity of his condudfc, and refolve for the 
future to govern the provinces conformably to 
thofe fundamental laws of the conftitution^ 
which, at his accellion, he had iolemnly (worn 
to obfcrve." 

The news of what had happened, having 
been quickly diffufed throughout the provincessc 
excited univerfal aftonifhment and indignation. 
The prince of Parma, dcfitous to improve the 
opportunity which was prefented to him, 'at- 
tempted to reconcile the people to their ancient- 
government. But his endeavours were, not 
more fucccfsful now than formerly. The con- 
federates were deaf to his propofalsi and even 
rcfufed to appoint ambafladors to treat with him 
concerning peace. 

The States in the mean time were driibera- Ddibera- 
ting concerning the letter which Anjou had st^ *^ 
written to the fenate of Antwerp. Had they 

Ufl;eae4 
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BOOK. liftened to tibtt juft refemmeot "with wWch they - 
i_.-u.-^j vFtre inflMiedj :tliejt would not have hefitaited 
'*'^* to.decltrc that he had forfeited the fovcrcignty. 
But thefconiidetedhojxr extremely critical their 
fituation wa$ become^ while A^jou was mafter 
of fever^ of their fortified towns^ and the 
prince of Parma hovered round them with an 
army,, againft lyhich they were unable to con- 
tend* Invthisi gefplexity they intreated the 
pirincf. of. Orange^ who had hitherto remained 
Glcnt, to affi^^ ^em with his. counfel. No 
j^tfjon felt more fcnfibly for the diftrefs into 
whigJi AnJou'§ temerity had plunged the con- 
federacy; and no pcrfon had ajufter ground of 
provocation. It was by his means chiefly that 
Anjou had obu^ined the fovercignty ; and yet 
it could not be doubted, that in fending Fer-^ 
yaques with troops to the caftle, as ^bove re- 
lated, the intention was to deprive him either of 
his life or of his liberty, Notwithftanding this, 
William had at firfl interpofed to prevent the 
citizens from ufing any viojence againft the 
prifoners j and he now gave the following con-r 
cUiatory advice to the. States in writing, as he 
gej^erally did i^> matters which he deemed of 
high importance. 

It was not, he faid, without reluctance, 

•* * that be had refolve4. to deliver hij^. opinion oi> 

the difficult queftiofl wh^ch lyaj i^ow before 

i : tHeiPa 
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fhcni> as k had of late *ecn the praftice^ttf ifc o t) t 
ibany perfons to blame hirii for every mis^^ J^ 
tane that had beMlen the confUeracy » Eyeii 'sts 
if he had been inyefted^inth abfelu^e aothoHCy/ 
fheir cenfure would have been tmjufti fince tl^ 
iflues of things bdong to- God ^nly^ and na 
pcian can anfwer for the fucttft of t)^ beftcon^^ 
verted entcrprife,. Xonfidering his age, anrf 
ihc injuftic& with which he had been treated, 
it would be prudent perhaps, not to expofe him-*' 
ielf again to the obloquy of his detraftors, 
Put his concern for the profpcrity of the Nether- 
lands would not fuffer him to maintain thai! 
filence, which a regard to his perfonal eafe and 
fecurity required J efpecially a3 they afliired him 
0iat they wolild take in good part, and inter-- 
pret favourably, whatever couniel helhouldf 
oflfer. 

Nothing; was farther from his intention. 
jthan to attempt to juftify that atrocious violence 
fhich had been lately perpetrated : on the con- 
trary, he thought the conduft of the duke had 
been'fuch as proved beyond a pofflbility df 
doubt, that he had forfeited his title to the 
fovereignty. Notwithftanding this, no per- 
fo6, he believed, who fuffered himl'elf to con- 
fider attentively the courfe of events tintt 
their firft connexion with the duke, would 
dcpy that this connexion had been attended 
^ with 
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9 o o K With advantage* By his troops> not omly the 
v_-^-^ fitgt of Cambray, but that of Lochem too, bad 
'^^ b^^n raife^, and the whole proviace of Guelder* 
\wd thereby faved from the depredations of 
the enemy I. In confequence of his ele£tionV 
peace bad. been eftabliflied between the catholics^ 
and proteilants in France^ and the latter left at 
Uberty to enter into the fervice of the States* 
Not to fl^encion what they ought perhaps to 
prize more than any thing elfe, diat, by clecfc- 
jng the duke for their fovereign, not only the 
authority, but the name and arms of Spain^ had 
been aboliflied in the Netherlands, and a foun- 
dation laid, upon which their liberty might be 
firmly eftabliflied, provided they ihould exert 
themfelves with their wonted zeal and vigour*. 
When thefe things were confidered, there would 
not appear much ground for the cenfures paiied 
on thofe by whom the duke's eleftion had been 
promoted. But whether they had judged wife- 
ly or unwifely, the States muft now refohre 
either to make peac^ with the king.of Spain* oi; 
truft: for the futurq to their Qwn ftrengtbi ^r 
> enter into ternris of i^ccomil^odati^n wi|h:tl» 
duke. : ^ /it7.:o 

- WiTJH regard to the firft of dicfcy Kt ok^ 
i^ed» that befides that all the famereafonsftilh 
fybfifted againft returning under the SpaoiA^ 
ycfee^. whicj> Ijad formerly detenqined tbeni-tO) 
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tCbake it ofFi it muft appear prepoftcrous to *;^2jf 
think of reconciling diemfelvcs as fubjeds to a .w.^y- — ^^ 
prince, whole name and enfigns were oblitcrat- *^ ** 
ed, and whofc authority they, had fo folenwly 
renounced. There was truth in what fome 
pcrfons (friends of Spain more than their na^ 
tive country) had fuggefted, that it was more 
defirable for the people of the Low Countries 
to be fubjed to a diibint, than to a neighbour* 
ing prince, as it nuift be more difficult for the 
fonner, than for the latteii(> to encroach upon 
their liberty. But this maxim could not, in 
theprefent divided ftate of the Netherlands, be 
iirged in favour of the domi&ion of the king of . 
Spain > who, befides pofleffing a. Jioweifid 
army ready to overwhelm them,, was abfolute 
maften of Tcveral of the plrovinces ; and was 
therefore, in reality, much nearer to the con* 
federacy than any other prince, . . 

Promptbd by this and other confidcrations, 
they had beftowed the fovercignty on the duke 
of Anjou I and be, it could not be denied, 
had forfeited his title to it. This was ack^w* 
ledged even by the duke himfelf, who was now 
fenfible of his folly. But notwithftanding his 
repentance, there was much ground to doubt 
of the expediency of entering^ into a fecond 
agreement with one by whom the firft had been 
fo grofsly violated. There was ground to dread 

th^f 
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took that the ikme[eT3Licpunfetiors, by vrhom ifie 

\--s^.iJ ddte had been zncoidciudcd, :might agxin de^ 

^^^^* <)eiyehim:i jmdtlic]!e.wasrearon tbfiifpe&» thc^ 

confidence: couldvpdc be Toon reftored betw/deii 

the French troopsand die people of the Nethei> 

lands; J 

Ou the other hand, he thought it his duty 
to cft^ll their attention to the ccmfequences which 
xnuft attend their refuting to be pacified. The 
dsu^e would' deliver all the fortified towns 
mhidthtrpoffctSedr '^Mo the hands of the Spa^ 
tiiard8>* Both he and his brother, the king of 
. ihrip^n<td, wouldfitfim ft'iends be converted into 
Itonnof^ b3ttg:.ieh^inies$ from whom all that 
miichief might be* esrpeded,. that can be con^ 
trired and execin^d by thofe who are ftimulated 
by:> ambition, and inflamed with ariimckfity and 
refentment. Asi immediate ftop wobld be put 
' by the French king to their commerce with his 
iuhje&s y and while he would fhut.his harbours 
agamft their * ik^> he would opien . a paflagc 
|:hro\igh his dominions for the (ropfNi'of lAk^ 
king x>f Spain. Even the queen of England^ 
though highly di0atisfied with the dike's con^ 
diift, yet were flie to be informed that the 
Staitt itftd obftinately refufed to be rceoncikd, 
^Vfo^i);^ be exceedingly o^nded« And if they 
fiio<}14i)0^. her favour^ as well as thatof Fraiice^ 
to wliat ocber friend could they have reconrft^ 

either 
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fittet aMe ttf' Wlttirtg ^o ifuppprt; them ? Thtfjr book 
ffiuft for 4]ie fuiiite ttiift for thdir prefennation ^ y ' # 
entirely to thcmfehres* 'They muft^ without '***' 
delay, make a mimerous augmentation of thei^ 
forces; and yet he knew not where thefe forces 
could be raifed, fmce the devaftation of the war 
had been fo great in every proviuce of the con^ 
federacy, tliat fcarcely a fufficient number of 
the people remained, to carry on their trade 
and manufadhires. In order tq maintain fuch 
an army as was neceflary, much lasher fums of 
HMTieywere requifite, .than had* hitherto beea 
c(dle<5hsd. What thefe were; w^Kild appeal 
from the fcheme which he now delivered to 
them, containing a particular defcription of all 
tfa!d ordinary s^nd extraordinary expenccs of the 
ViNff* FromJthe difBculty Nvliich they had e36- 
peri^ced in procuHng money f6r paying tfce 
garritbns alones th^y might Judge whether they 
wtrb poflelfed '0<^ funds' adequate to the ek^ 
pence bodv of "Aefe »id of ai) army in the fields 
without* which^ (it. was iihpoffihle) that they 
€ou)d -for 4in^3 confiderable time refift the 
cniwny.- " -«•"- -• ■ - • - -.i 

Hb was far frdrft cenfuring riiofe who id^ 
vifcd them to truft to the Almighty for pbot 
leftion. The €oU«fel of thefe perfons was pious 
and weH intended; but he thought, thai U^ 
engage in any difficult enterprife with^t tfce 

means 
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book: means of carrying it into exectition> wa$ mofe 
% ^ * f properly to tempt the Divine PrOvidciice than 
si^ to truft in it s and that thofe only oould be faid 
to exercife a proper truft in God^ whoj after 
embracing the moft favourable opportunities 
ofa&ion, had recourfe to Heaven by prayer, to 
crown their undertakings with fuccels. It be- 
hoved them therefore ftill attentively to con- 
sider their ftrength and their refources ; and if^ 
without foreign aififtance, they jfhould find 
them fufHcient for the purpofes which they had 
in view, they would, in his opinion, judge wife-» 
ly in refolving to retain the fovereignty in their 
own hands. 

There was a time when the people of ^e 
Netherlands might have eftablifhed themfdVes 
in this happy ftate of freedom and indepen-- 
dence; when, in fpite of the king of Spain^ 
they might have expelled his brother John of 
Auftriafrom the provinces, .fiut our preient 
fituation, continued William, is widely differ 
rent from what it was at the time of which I 
fpeak. A powerful Spaniih army, feconded 
by thofe who were then our friends, is at our 
gates. The ftrength of the confederacy is im- 
paired. Even with the affiftance of the French 
.troops, we have been unable to ftop the pro* 
greis of the enemy. If neverth^cfs you ftiall^ 
upon inquiry, find that you are able, by mak* 
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Ing greater eKeK}om> to do more alone, than b 6 o fc 
when you were affifted by others, banilh for 
ever all thoughts of an acdorrtmodation with '^'^ 
the duke, and refolve henceforth, alone and 
Unaflifted, to oppofe both him and the Spani- 
ards. Proceed inftantly to the execution of 
your defign* But I dread that before you can 
make the preparations neceflary for entering 
iipon aftion, before you can colleft either the 
troops or the money requifite, and even before 
you can appoint a general to command your 
forces, many of your toWns will be taken i and 
many of them, defpairing of relief, will enter 
into terms of accommodation with the Spani-* 
ards. For thefe reafons yoli will judge, per- 
haps, that in your prefent circumftances the 
wifefl fefolution which you can form, is to en- 
ter into a treaty of reconcilement with the 
duke* And if this fliall be the refult of your 
deliberations, I have only one other counfcl to 
fuggieft, which is, to give particular atten-* 
tion in your new agreement to prevent the for-^ 
tified towns from being expofed on any future 
occafion to that danger from which the city of 
Antwerp has fo narrowly eicaped j and for this 
purpofe to require, that no officer or foldier 
fhall be admitted into garrifbns without tak-» 
ing an oath of allegiance and fidelitt to thd 
States*/* 

* Van Meteren and Thuanat* 

Vol. IL D d Thi» 
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BOOK This reafoning of the prince of Orange pro- 
\_ ^*^ duced tiic defircd eff«ft upon a great majority 
iiei?odk. ^f *^ depjities, and a negociation was imme- 
stttM wuh ^^^^^^y begun, and foon afterwards a treaty of 
A^^J^y-- . peace and reconciliation ,was conduded on the 
following conditions : That all the French pri- 
foners in Antwerp fhould be let at liberty, the 
duke's papers and other effedts reftored, and 
ninety thoufand guilders given him for dif- 
charging the arrears due to his troops. That 
he fliould deliver up all the towns which he had 
feized, retire to Dunkirk with four hundred 
foot and three hundred horfe, and remain there 
till every point of difference Ihould be entirely 
fettled; that he fhould renew the oath which he 
took at his inauguration, to govern the pro- 
vinces according to the fundamental laws, and 
that all his troops fhould take an oath of alle- 
giance to the States, binding themfclves to 
ferve them faithfully againfl their enemies, and 
never to be concerned in any attempt to the 
prejudice of their authority. 



Attewptf on 
the life of 
the p:ince 
ofOraDgCa 



As in promoting this agreement the prince of 
Orange appears to have afted under a convic- 
tion, that there was no other expedient by which 
the confederacy could be faved from ruin j fo, 
in being able to perfuade the States to adopt it, 
he gave the mofl convincing proof of his un-. 
limited influence over that aiTembly, The 

people 
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t topic in general^ cfpecialljr in Flanders and ^Pok 
rabant, were extremely averfe to any accom- u -^ lii 
modation. Their hereditary antipathy agairift ^^*^* 
the French had, on this occafioh> rifcri to the 
greateft height. Many of the deputies too 
Were ^animated with the famp averfion and re- 
fentment ; nor can it be doubted, that if they 
had not been prevented by that deference which 
they had been long accuftomed to entertaJii 
for William's opinion, they would have pro- 
ceeded agsdnft Anjou to the utmoft extremi- 
ties, and have refolved never more to acknow-^ 
ledge his authority. The Spaniards were not 
ignorant by whom the States had been prevent- • 
td from forming this refolution ; and they werti' 
now convinced^ that, till the prince of Orange 
were removed, no event, however promifingj 
would induce the confederates to return to theit 
allegiance. They had recourfe therefore to the 
diihonourable means of private aflaf&nation ; 
and to attempt it, different perfons were infti* 
gated about this time by Philip or his minifters ; 
one of them by Philip himfelf^ according to the 
declaration of the criminal -, but more probably, 
by his minifters at Madrid : another by his am-^ 
balfador at the court of France -, and a third by 
the rharquis de Roubais and the prince of 
Pahxia; The conlpiracy of the two former was 
detefteds and they fuffered death j and the laft, 
a French officer^ whom Roubais had taken pri- 
D d 1 foner;^ 
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BOOK foner, and who had pretended to agree to the 
V— v.^ propofal,* In order to procure his liberty, gave 
*^*^* information to Williann's friends of the argu- 
ments which had been employed to perfuadc 
him, and fhewed by hi^ conduct afterwards in 
th^ fervice of the States, the fincerity of his ab- 
horrence of that unhallowed deed wnich he had 
been folicited to perform ', 

DifcoBtenti The danger to which the prince was fo often 
>Jc! * **^ eatpofcd from the inveterate refentment of the 
Spaniards, ought to have endeared his peribn 
and councils to his countrymen, and they pro- 
duced this effed in a high degree upon all thofe 
who were able to comprehend the wifdom and 
moderation with which he had condufted their 
a(rairs# But great numbers having fomied 
their judgment of Anjou's cieftion to the fove- 
reignty, from the late unhappy confequcnces 
with which it had been accompanied^ could 
not refrain from afcribing ibme ijinifter inten- 
tion to thofe who had been aGtivt in promot- 
ing it. They were incapable of difcerhing the 
ftrength of the motives by which William had 
been promjptcd to advifc the Sutes to renew 
their agreement, and they even foftcrcd fulpi- 
cions of his having attached himfelf to the duke, 
with a view to the attaining of fome private 

f Mcteren, p. j^S. 
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advantage. This fpirit of difcontent was not ^ o o ic 
confined to the vulgar, but likewifc inf(?6ted ^ — v^ 
feveral of the deputies of the States, who be- '^^^' 
carne fuUen and refradtory.; and by their con- 
tentioys oppofition to almoft every meafure 
that was propofed, diflyrbed and retarded thg 
deliberations of that aflTembly. A^reat majo- 
rity, however, of the members agreed tp em- 
ploy the French and Swifs troops under maref- 
chal Biron, whom the duke had appointed to 
command them. Biron having not only had 
no concern in the attempt upon Antwerp,, but 
having been confidered by Anjou as one by 
whom it would have been oppofed, wasthemoft 
unexceptionable perfon to whom the command 
could have been committed, and he had been 
long diftinguifhed for his military fkill and ex- 
perience. At firft his arms were attended with 
fuccefs. He compelled the fort of Wouda to 
furrender, and with inferior forces he repulfed 
the prince of Parma, who had attacked his lines 
near the town of Rolendal. But it was impof- 
fible for him with fo fmall an army to ftopjthe 
progrefs of the Spaniards in other places, or to 
face them in the open field. Farnefe, therefore 
puftied his conquefts with great rapidity, and 
made himfelf mailer of Endove> Dieft^ and 
Wefterlo, while he. praftifed every art of nego- 
ciation and intrigue againft Bruges, Ghent, and 
other places. 

D d J Ti\3ikmKk 
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BOOK During the courfe of thcfc tranfeftions the 

XVIII. 

%-->;-l^ jduke of Anjou fell into a lingering iUncfs at 
?^'?* Dunkirk, which was generally fuppofed to be the 
efFcft of thofe hardttiips which' he fufFered in 
his retreat from Antwerp. Whether he believ^ 
ed himfelf infecure in his prefent fituation, 
while the prince of Parma was fo brifkly carryr 
ing on his conquefts in the neighbourhood, or 
found that his health required a change of air, 
and a relaxation from the fatigues of bufinefi, 
or whether he had conceived hbpes at this time 
of obtaining, by a perfonal interview with his 
brother, more powerful afliftance ^than he had 
hitherto received, does not appe^ with fufEci- 
ent evidence. But whatever was the motive 
which determined him, he left Dunkirk, and 
fet out for France. 



\ 



Profteft of The priijce of Parma was no fbpner informed 
p^^mVi**^ of his departure, than he quitted Herentals, 
^"^ and led his troops to Du;ikirk. The States, 
aware of the importance of that place, Ordered 
marfhal Biron to march with all his forces to 
its relief. But iuch was the refentment which 
the Ghentefe and other Flemings had conceived 
againft the French, that no confideration could 
prevail upon them to fufFer Biron to pafs 
through their territories. They had refolved, 
they faid, never to accede to the late agree- 
meni with the duke, whom they could not 
""•■ ■' ' '• truft, 
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truft, and they would not be indebted to his ^ ^J^,^ 
troops for their defence. The confequence to ^^— v- * 
be expefted followed. The garrifon of Dun- '^'* 
kirk, which confiftcd wholly of French, gave 
up the town in a few days to the prince of Par- 
ma. -He then laid fiege to Nieuport, and took 
it with fo much facility, as gave ground for a 
fulpicion of treachery on the part of the garri- 
fon. He intended next to have iavefted Oftend, 
but having learnt that the prince of Orange 
had taken particular pains to provide for its fc- 
curity, he relinquifhed his defign j and having 
turned his arms againft Dixmude and Menin- 
gen, he fubdued thefe and feveral other places 
with a degree of celerity with which the people 
of the Netherlands had never been accuftomed 
to fee any military enterprifes carried on. But 
his fuccefs fervcd only to dazzle and confound 
the confederates, inftead of opening their eyes 
to the fatal confcquences of that difcord which 
had expofed fo great a number of their aflbciates 
an eafy prey to the Spaniards, Except aug- 
menting the garrifons of two or three towns^ 
m the prefervation of which fome of the deputies ' 
were perfonally interefted, no vigorous refolu- 
tion of any confequence was formed by the 
States, although they held their fcflions daily, 
and were daily alarmed with frefti accounts of 
fome new lofs which the confederacy had fufr 
taincd. 

P d 4 .Asoyy 
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BOOK About this time an incident fell out at 

XV>II. ' , . . 

w— V— ^ Antwerp which ftrongly marks the fpirit by 
injo^oJi which the Flemings were a6luated on this occa** 
IgS?he ^^^^' ^^^ prince of Orange having given or- 
prince of ^j;^ fox" building an additional rampart for the 
greater fccurity of the caftle, fomc fecrct parti-» 
fans of Spain took occafion from thence to in^ 
(inuate, that he intended to deliver that fortrei^ 
p the French, and was now preparing it for 
their reception. The people too eafily believ- 
ed this injurious fuggeftionj and having takea 
pp arms, they ran tumultuoufly to the cattle, 
with a refolution to expel the garrifon, WiU 
liam immediately prefented himfelf before 
.them. The fight of a perfon whom they had 
been fo long accuftomed to revere, joined to 
the evidence which they received on the Ipot, 
of the utter falfehood of that report which they 
had fo ralhly credited, appeafed the fury of the 
greater number, and quelled the tumult. But 
there were fome among them more audacious 
and rnalignant than the reft, who called him 
' by the contumelious names of deferter and trai- 
tor of his country. This treatment, fo un*^ 
merited from a people whom he had faved 
from ruin, afFefted him in the moft fenfible 
manner. He admonilhed the magiftrates to 
take cognifance of the licentioufnefs of which 
they had been Ipedatofs. But finding, that, 
on account of the greait number of the guilty, 
6 they 
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they, were afraid to cxercifc their authority, he book 
left Antwerp, and retired into Zealand, after y.^^^^ 
having delivered direftions to the magiftrates He^^m 
in writing, for the jgovernii[)ent and defence of }uiy»l!"^ 
the city, and nonminated the Sieur de St. Al- 
degonde, chief magiftrate, or governor^ for 
the enfuing year % 

William did not intend by changing the 
place of his refidence to withdraw his attention 
irom th^ fouthern provinces. He interefted 
jiimfelf as much as ever in their affairs, anfi 
jneant only to provide for his own fecurity, and 
to remove the aflemWy of the States (which was 
fummoncd to meet atMiddleburg) to a fituation 
in which the deputies would not be fo much 

^ Of th€ affe^lion of the iDaritinie provinces towards 
the prince of Orange, and of the trail and confidence which 
they repofed in him, he received about this time a coofpi- 
CUOU8 proof) by a refolution into which all the cities enter- 
ed, except two, of creatiifig him earl of Holland and Zea-^ 
land, with all the powers and privileges which belonged to 
that ancient dignity. How far the prince himfelf contri- 
bated to their forming this refolution, does not appear 
from the cotemporary hiftorians. It did not contradidl 
the treaty between the Upited States and the duke of An- 
jou ; as, by that treaty, the maritime provinces had only 
bound themfelves to contrihute their fhare of the public 
expence^. Yet it was matter of fome obloquy againft the 
. prince, of whom it was faid, that he had not been inatten- 
tive to his private intered* . 

influenced 
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BOOK influenced by the cntiiflaries of Spain, nor lb 

XVIII* . • . . 

%__ ^ * f rpuch difturbed iii their deliberations by the 
'^•^' tumultuous difpofition of the people. He ftill 
employed all his intereft to reconcile the cities 
of Brabant and Flanders to the continuance of 
the French troops in the Netherlands. And 
his endeavours proved efFedtual with Bruflels; 
^nd fome other towns which lay neareft to the 
^nemy$ but Ghent, and moft of the other 
cities, remained as inflexible as ever, and re- 
folved never to admit the French within their 
territories, or to be indebted to them for pro^ 
teftion. The States therefore found it necef- 
fary to give orders for the departure of thefe 
jtroops, at a time when every friend of his coun- 
try, who fufiered himfelf to refleft on the cri- 
tical fituation of the confederacy, thought that 
the provinces ought rather to have made con- 
ceffions to Anjou and the French king, in or- 
der to induce the latter to augment their num- 
ber. Biron put theni on board tranfpbrts at 
Birvliet, and tJiencc conduded them by f?a to 
France. 

4Luffifi%j. T"E Spaniards were now at liberty to pur- 
fue their conquefts almoft without oppofition. 
Farnefe immediately formed the blockade of 
Ipres. AUoft was fold to him by an Englilh 
and Walloon garrifon for the payment, of their 
arrears. The country of Waes, and the town 

■ '■ ' • ■■ '^ 9f 



Digitized by 



Google 



PHILIP II. KING OF SPAIN. 411 

of Ruplemonde on the Scheld, were fubdued, book 
and Zytphen too was taken by furprife^ the ^ ^[^^Ij 
confequence of. which was, that the Velywe, an '^'^ 
cxtenfive territory, between the Iflel and th^ 
Rhine, was laid open to the incurfions of the 
enemy. 

In the mean time the fecret partizans of 
Spain were daily increafing in l3«uges, Ghent^ 
Juid other places. Many perlbns had declared 
themfeLyes againft Anjou with fo- much vio- 
lence, that they dreaded his return. Many 
were intimidated by the rapidity of the prince 
pf Parma's conquefts. Some haying been in-«^ 
trufted with the public money, were afraid ot 
being called to account for their management 
of it by the prince of Orange and the States, 
and all of them were allured to their firft alle- 
giance by the moderation with which Farnefe 
treated fuch as had already fubmitted to him, 
^nd the ftrift fidelity with which he adhered to 
his engagements. 

Among the perfpns who, prompted by thefe 
ijriotives, were defirous of again reducing their 
country under the Spaniih government, the 
prince of Orange had the mortification to find 
his brother-in-law, count Heremberg. This 
nobleman, weak, inconftant, and governed by 
his wife, whq was the prince's fifter, but had 
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BOOK for fome time been at variance with her bra-' 
\_,,-J-» ther, had formed the defign of delivering the 
'^*^' province of Gueldew-Iand,. of which he had 
been appointed governor, into the hands of 
the Spaniards. His plot having been detected 
before it was ripe for execution, he was feized 
and imprifoned by an order of the States. But 
having been afterwards fet at liberty upon his 
parole, he gave irrefragable proof of his guilt 
by flying over to the enemy* 

T.wii*y ^^^ prince of Chimai's intrigues in Flanders 
•^.** , were more fuccefeful than thofe of Hcrcmbere:. 

wince Of ^ 

chimai. He was eldeft fon of the duke D'Arfchot, and 
had betn educated in the catholic faith, but 
fome time before the prefent period, he had 
openly profefTed the reformed religion, and 
attached himfelf with much apparent zeal to 
the paf ty of the prince of Orange and the 
States. Confcious that both his religion, and 
patriotifm were mere grimace, he had laboured 
with confummate artifice to remove any fuf- 
picions that might be entertained of his fiilce- 
rity. He was perpetually furrounded with the 
proteftant minillers, with whom he lived on 
the moft familiar terms; and he publifhed an 
apology for his conduft, in which, with the 
highell encomiums on the proteftant faith, he 
mingled the bittereft inveftives againft Philip, 
bellowing on him every reproachful epithet 

which 
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which the irtofl: implacable hatred could fuof- b o o )k 
geft* By thefe means he had infinuated him- v_^^Ji^ 
felf into the favour of great numbers of the '^^^* 
profeftaiitsj and par ticulariy ' thofc of Bruges, 
who conferred upon him the government of 
their town. The prince of OrangCi ' having 
received information of a fecret correlpondence '^'** 
which he held with the catholics, had at firA 
attempted to difTuade the people of Bruges 
from eleding him their governor, and he now 
gave fecrct inftruftions to the magiftrates, to 
employ colonel Boyd, a Scotch officer, who 
contunanded one of the regiments in garrifon, 
to deprive Chimai of his authority. Boyd 
aSeded to enter heartily into the plan propofed, 
but he betrayed the magiftrates, and gave imme- 
diate information of their defign to Chimai; 
who, through an artful mifreprefentation of their 
conduft, was enabled to expel fhem from the 
city. He then put others into their place who 
were devoted to his intereft, and ftill pretended i 

all his wonted zeal for the reformed religion, till, 
having obliged many of the principal citizens to 
withdraw, he made himfelf matter of the town, 
and then delivered it to the prince of Parma, ^*7* 
upon condition that the prince fhould confer 
upon him the government of the province. 
To the obtaining of this requeft, which was 
granted by Farnefe, and confirmed by Philip^ ^ 

Chimai thought himfelf the better intitled, as 
ht had c<»Kributed m the fame perfidious man-* 

ner 
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BOOK ncr to the redu6tion of Ipres, which, afterablock> 

c^-v*'.«j ade of nine months^ had lately been obliged to 

'^** furrcnder. Not long after this he threw otf the 

mafk of religion, and both he and one of the 

proteftant minifters, who had been a principal 

inftrument of his deceit, publickljr abjured 

Calvinifm, and declared themfelvcs converts to 

the popilh faith '• - 

An attempt of the fame nature with that of 
Chimai on Bruges was made by Imbift, and 
other agents of Fariiefe, to reduce Ghent and 
Dendremonde under the Spaniih pdwer* In 
order to fecond their endeavours, the prince 
of Parma had pitched his camp between Ghent 
Juid Bruges; but the plan which had been form* 
cd for the furprife of Dendremonde was difco^ 
yered, and Imbife, the principal contriver, wh6 
was chief magiftrate of Ghent, a faftious and 
turbulent old man, wis condemned and cxe** 
cuted. 

Dntiior JbuRiNG thcfe tranfaftions, the prince bf 

nj'*"- Ot^tige was employed iii eftablilhing a thorough 
reconcilement between the States and the Dukfc 
of Anjou, whofe return with a numerous armf 
William confidered as the only remedy for thfc 
increafing calamities of the cbmmoriwcjilth. 
There was more reafdii how than ever to expeft 
that Anjou would foon be abld to fulfil his en* 

• 
* Met€ren« p* 357* Thaanns, lib. Ixxix. c. xr. 
r gagements* 
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gigcmcnts. Through the c^een-mothcr's in- • o o ic 
terceflion, Henry had openly declared his re- i^. ■ ^ ■ 'J 
folution to exert himfelf with vigour in the fup- ***^ 
port of his brother's intereft in the Nether* 
lands. An ambaflfador had been ient by the 
States ta congratulate with the duke on this 
deiirable events and to acquaint him of their 
having confcntcd to certain conditions which 
he had propofcd^ His joy on this occafion was 
extreme, and he now indulged the mojft flat- 
tering expedations s but ht did not long fur-* 
yive thefe events, which gave him (o much 
plcafure. Having never enjoyed perfedl health 
fince the hardihips which he underwent in his 
retreat from Antwerp, he was feized about 
this time with an illnefs which might have been tt^amg^ 
cafily accQuntied for, from the unfound ftatc of •^J'**** 
his conftitution 5 but which, agreeably to the 
pradice of the age, was attributed to poifon •, 
Whatever was the caufe, he died in great pain, 
at Chateau-Thierry, on the loth of: June, 
1584, at the age of thirty. 

Such was the conclufion of the reftlefs life of HUdiait^* 
this prince, whofe weaknefles and vices were *^* 
equally pernicious to himfelf, to the Nether- 
lands, and to France. Improvident of the fu- 

* It was fuppofed to have been given him by his phy« 
fician, bribed by the court of Spain. 

7 ture. 
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BOOK ttire, and unaWe tb judge for himfelf, he was i 

c-->^ flave to the felftfh purpofcs of othcrsj as wefl 

*^* as tb his own humour and caprice. He feems 

!3cewife to hare been mcapable of difcerning 

the merit or demerit of thofe who ai^roached 

him, or the foUndnefs or folly of th^ connfeh 

which they offfef efd.. He was not void c^ friend^ 

Aip or attachmcnty and he was aftire and im-* 

bitlous ; but he was entirely xieftitute of that 

patience, fteadinefs, and refolution, wiiich are 

neceflary in carrying ()n any important enter* 

prile s and his conduft towards the Uhited Pro* 

vihces above relited, too clearly juftifles what 

was laid of him by his lifter Margaret, that if 

fraud and infidelity Were to be banifhed from tite 

earth, there was in him a ftock fufficifeht front 

which it might be To^ repleniihcd ^ 

Aflaflmation . Ybt his death5 at the prefent crifi^, was j 
tfotaoic" real calamity to the people of the United Pro- 
vinces i 'feut the niemory oif it was foon efFaccid 
by a much greater calamity, which in a fcW : 
weeks afterwards befel them, in the death of 
the prince of Orahge j againft whom one of 
tiiofe ^tfocious attempt's, to which'Philip's pro-*' 
fcriptioft gave birth, proved at laft fuccefsfuly 
k was planned, and -afterwards executed in 
Delft, by Balthazar Gerard, a native of.Ville-* 

f BcniivogHo, 275. DaviU^ 1» vi* ^c^ - * 
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fans in Burgundy. This man, in order to fa- book 

cilitatc his admiffion into the princess prefcnce, ' ^^ 

had called himfclf the fon of a French pro- '^M- 
teftantj of the name of Guion, who had fuffer- 
ed for the fake of his religion. By this fiditi- 
ous account of his extraction, joined to an art- 
ful affedation of zeal for the reformed religion 
and the fervice of the States^ he became known 
to the prince ; and William was fo far deceived 
by this impoftor, that he put him into the 
train of an ambaflador to the court of France^ 
This mark of confidence did not divert him 
from his ungenerous defign ; on the contrary, 
he had no fooner returned from France, than 
he rdblved to carry it into execution i and he 
would have done fo> as he afterwards declared^ 
on his firft arrival, when he was admitted with 
letters into the prince's apartment, if he had 
not negleded to furnifli himfelf with arms* 
But in a few days after, having returned to the 
palace, on the pretence of applying for a pafT-- 
port, he placed himfelf at the door of that 
apartment, in which the prince Ivas at dinner 
with his wife Louifa de Cologni, and his fifter 
the countefs of Scwartzenburgh, and waited 
there, with a cloak caft round him, till they* 
were retiring into another room. The princeft 
obferving him look confufed and pale^ was 
greatly alarmed, and enquired what he wanteds 
He comes for a paflporti anfwered the prince 1 
VpL. II. £ c when 
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BOOR when the aflaflirij ftepping forward, (hot him 
> J"' , in the body with a piftol loaded with three 
i5«4« balls. William had time only to fay, " God 
have mercy on me, and this afflifted people : I 
am grievoufly wounded." Immediately after 
which he fell down, and in a few moments af- 
joiy loth. terwards expired ' j the princefs, overwhelmed 
with anguilh, looking on ; whofe peculiar fate 
it was to fee her fecond hufband murdered, a^ 
her illuftrious father, and her firft huftand, the 
amiable Tcligni, had been, in the maflacre of 
Paris, fome years before. 

The murderer in the mean time had made 
his efcape out of the palace by a back-door^i 
and had almoft reached the ramparts. He wa^ 
preparing to throw himfclf into the ditch, which . 
was full of water, in the hopes of being able to 
fwim over, when he was overtaken by two of 
the prince's guards. 

Upon his firft examination he declared, that, 
fix years before the prefent period, he had 
formed the defign of putting the priiice tp 
death; that he had then been deterred from 
his purpofe by his friends ; .that he had again- 
refumed it, when the king publilhed hi$. edift 
of profcription ; that having been in the fervicc 
of JDu Pre, fecretary to count Manfveldt> .he 
had procured from him. fome blank fubfcrip- 

< In the fift}-fecoad year of his age. 

"^^ ' tions 
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tions of the count'si which, in order to gain ^^vni!^ 
credit^ he had dclircrcd to the prince j that he ^- — *^--^ 
had communicated his dcfign to four jefuits in ^^ *' 
Treves and Tournay^ who affured himj that if 
he Ihould die in the execution of itj ,hc would 
be deemed a martyr by the (Church; 

To thefe circumftancesj after the torture was 
applied^ he fubjoined, that the reward pro- 
mifed in the profcription had been his princi- 
pal motive 5 that he had made knowil hispur- 
pofe to the prince of Parmaj and had been de- 
fired by him to converfe with his lecretary^ 
Chriftopher Aflbnville ; that Aflbnville had de- 
fired him to refleft on the difficulties which he 
muft encounter j but had aftureci him^ that hd 
could not perform a more acceptable fervicc 
either to the king or the prince of Parma; that 
he might depend with perfeft fecurity, upon 
receiving the money promifed in the king^s 
cdidt of profcription J but exhorted him re- 
peatedly to deny> in cafe of his being fcized, 
that the prince of Parma had approved of his 
defignj although the princci he faid^ had in 
reality approved of it, and had confented to his 
tiling the blank fubfcriptions. 

Whbm he Wjas informed of the lentence pro** 

nounced againil him^ in which it was ordained^ 

that his right hand fhould be burnt off, and 

E e 2 the 
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BOOK the flefh of his body torn from the bones with 
u-v^ burning pincers, he was at firft thrown into the 
'^'*' moft dreadful confternation, and lamented l?it- 
terly that he had fufFered the thirft of wealth 
to betray him into an aftion, which had plung- 
ed him into fuch intolerable miferyj but he 
foon recovered his natural fortitude, and faid, 
that, far from repenting of what he had done, 
he was confcious of having merited the favour 
of God, and Was fure of being admitted into a 
(late of eternal happinefs. And in this temper 
of mind he remained, both in the interval be- 
fore his execution, and in the time of it, during 
which he exhibited a degree of compofure and 
tranquillity that filled the fpeftators with afto- 
niftiment^ 

The higheft encomiums were beftowed oh 
this deluded wretch by the popifli ecclefiaftics m 
^ the fouthern provinces; and in many cities 
they would have lighted up bonfires, and celc^ 
brated public rejoicings, if the confent of the 
people could have been obtained ; but even 
the prince of Parma's troops refufed to join in 
thefe rejoicings, and openly declared their con- 
demnation of an adt, which they found repug- 
nant to the drftates of their . hearts, whatever 
might be faid in j unification of it, on the prin- 
ciples of crooked politics;^ or the popifh faith. 

It 
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It will be unneceflary to inform the reader • xv?i/^ 
of the' grief and confteraation^ which this * — v— ^ 
melancholy tvcnt difFofed throughout the con- '* ** 
federated provinces. Each perfon mourned as 
for his parent, his guardian, and friend^ and 
felt for the lofs which the State had fuftained, 
as men are wont to feel for their private and 
donfieftic calamities. Being noW deprived of 
the perfon whofe wifdom had, for many years, 
been their principal fupport, they confidered 
themfelves as dcftitute and forlorn, and were 
overwhelmed with the^ moft gloomy apprchen- 
fions of their future fate *. 

Never was any perfon better fitted than the chtraaerof 
prince of Orange for the difficult fituation in ****4^"'*"' 
which he was placed, or better qualified for 
the arduous tafk of delivering an injured people 
from the yoke of their opprcflbr. Even his bit- 
tereft enemies allow him to have been pofleffed 
of vigilance, application, penetration, and fa- 
gacity, joined with a peculiar dexterity in go- 
verning the inclinations of men, and in conci- 
liating and preferving their afFeftions, To 
thefe accomplifhments both the hiftory of his 
life, and the teftimony of the beft informed 
hiftorians, authorife us to add the virtues of 
fortitude and magnanimity, of juftice and equi- 

^ Van Metereoi p. 363. Bentivoglio, lib. xiu TbQaaus 
in hoc ^QDO* 

£C3 t7. 
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'xvi?i'^ ty, of patience, equanimity, and moderation, 
V— V — ' which were neyer perhaps found united in one 
^^ ^ pcrfon in fo eminent a degree '• Amidfl: all 
the variety of fortune which Ke experienced, he 
was never either elated or deprefled; but 
whether the events in which he was interefted 
were prolperous or adycrfr, he prcferved on 
all occaQons the faille compofurp and ferenity of 
foul. 

By a refpcftable popifh hiftorian ^^ he is ao? 
pufcd of avarice and rapacity, yet that author 
has not beep able to produce a fingle fad: to 
juftify his charge. It appears not from any 
hiftorian, that he was eyer guilty of employ- 
ing his power for the purppfe of advancing his 
private intereft to the prejudice either of indir 
viduals or the public^ He always declined 
faking apy concern in adminiftering die fir 
nances. He did not even exaft payment of the 
revenue which the States had appointed him j 
and at his death he left his private affairs To 
much encumbered, that the States found it ne- 
pefTary to make provifion for the fupport of his 
^idow and children *, 

The fame hiftori^p has loaded him with the 
imputation qf fraud apd hypocrify, of whiclj 

f Thaani Hiftork. t Bentivoglio. * Wickfort» lib. il. 

3 hQw^re!^ 
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however no proof was ever given but general 
inveftive, nor a fingle inftance of deceit pro- ^ 
(duccd by his, moft inveterate enemies. Before 
his rupture with Philip, he teftifi^d on all occa* 
fions his difapprobation of the meafures that 
were purfued 5 and after it, he afted uniform- 
Jy the part of an open foe. He had no reli*- 
gion, fay fome catholic writers, but what his 
jntereft and ambition diftated. Yet he was de- 
cent and irreproachable in his condud, as well 
as punftual in difcharging the funftions of that . 
religion which he profeffed ; nor <Ib thefe au- . 
thors pretend to offer any other evidence to 
juftify their furmife, but that he gave up the 
tatholic religion, in which he had been edu- 
cated at the court of th^ emperor, and returned 
to that with which his mind had been tinftured * 
in his earlieft infancy. His religion was not 
indeed of the fame fpirit either with that of 
thofe whom he forfook, or of many of thofe 
whofe Caufe he adopted. It lufTered him not to 
Tregard either fpeculative opinions or externar 
rites, as fufficient ground for harafling and 
butchering thofe from whom he differed in opi- 
nion. But in an age of cruel gloomy fuperflti- 
tion, with which almoft all the companions of 
his youth were deeply infefted, his religion, 
conformably to the example and precepts of its 
l^uthor, was mild, moderate, and humane. 
Nor was it to pnc fed of Chriftians only that 

hi« 
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BOOK his moderation and humanity extended. As he 
>^^-lf did what he could, while he adhered to the ca^ 
^^^ tholic faith, to put a ftop to the perfecution of 
the proteftants s fo after he had embraced the 
reformed religion, he exerted his moft ftrcnu- 
ous endeavours to proteft the catholics from 
violence, and to procure liberty for them to 
cxercife their religion as far as was confiftent 
with the public peace. To infer from this 
condudk that he had no religion of his own, is 
"going a great deal farther than to aflert the law- 
fulnefs of perfecution ; it is equivalent to main- 
taining, that no chriftian can be fincere who can 
live at peace with thofe who differ from him in 
hh religious perfuafion. 

It is not to the purpofc which the popifli 
hiftorians intended to ferve by their portraits of 
William's charafter, to fay gf him that he was 
ambitious: in itfelf, ambition merits neither 
praif^oor blame, but is culpable or laudable 
according to the end at which it afpires, and 
liic means which it employs. But if we judge 
cpncfrning the charafter of the prince of 
Qrang? J^ccording to this criterion, it muft be 
impoflible for perfons fo oppofice in their prin- 
ciples, as the carfiolic %nd proteftant hiftoriansj, 
to agree. 

If with the former, we place the rights of 
fXi fovereigns on the fame foundation, without 
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diftinguiftiing between an abfolute prince and 
the fovereign of a free people, and believe that 
every prince is, by an indefeafiblc and divine '^'^ 
right, in titled to exercife adefpotic power over 
the religion and liberty of his fubjefts j if we , 
believe, that, with the permiffion of the pope, 
a king may violate his moil folemn oaths, and 
that the obligations of his fubjects to obedience 
remain in force, even after every condition 
upon which they entered into them has been 
violated : if, with fuch principles as thefe, wc 
judge of the charafter of the prince of Orange, 
it will be difficult not to confider him as guilty 
both of perjury and rebellion ; and in this cafe, 
the moft favourable verdift that can be pafled 
upon his conduft, is to fay, that it proceeded 
from a criminal ambition. 

But if, on the other hand, we regard the 
pontifFs pretenfions to the power of fetting men 
at liberty from their oaths as abfurd and impi- 
ous ; if we regard the rights of fubjedts as nd 
lefs facred than thofe of kings ; if we diftin-' 
guifh between a prince invefted with unlimited 
authority, and one whofe power is circum-^ 
fcribed by the fundamental laws of the State ; 
between a prince whofe right to his dominions 
is indefeafible, and one who obtained his fo- 
vereignty only upon certain terms, which he 
fwore to fulfil, while his fubjefts engaged to 

yield 
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yield their obedience on condition of his ful^ 
filling them; in this cafe^ our judgment of 
«5*4-^ William's charaftcr will be extremely different 
from what it was on the former fuppofition< 
We (hall not be fatisfied with barely afferting 
his innocence of thofe crimes of which his ene- 
mies have accufed him> but fhall confer upon 
him the glorious appellations which his coun- 
trymen beftowed, of the father of his country^ 
and the guardian of its liberty and laws, who 
generoufly facrificed his intereft, eafe, and fafe- 
ty to the public good> and who> firft by coun-^ 
fel and perfuafion^ and afterwards by force of 
zxms, did mohe to refcue his fellow-citizens 
from opprelHon^ than was ever done in fuch 
unfavourable circumftances by any patriot in 
the world before ** 

* William left iiTue, foor font and eight daogbters. Bjr 
his firft wife, Anne of Egmont, Countefs of Baren, he had 
Philip William, who was detained for thirty years a pri- 
ibner in Spain } and Mary de Naflau, who was married 
to count Hohenloe. 

By his fecond wife, Anne, daughter of Maurice, elector 
of Saxony, he had prince Maurice, fo much celebrated in 
the hillory of the Netherlands, and a daughter, named 
Emilia, who married Emanuel, fon of Don Antonio, prior 
of Crato. 

3y his third wife, Charlotte de Bourbon, daughter of 
the duke de Montpenfier, he had fix daughters, viz. 

I ft, Looifa Juliana, who was married to Frederick IV. 
EUaor Palatine. 

2d, Elizabeth, 
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zip Elizabeth, whom he gave in marriage to Henry de la BOOR 
Tear, duke of Boaillon ; and who, befidcs other children^ ^J_ _^ 
bore her hu(band the celebrated Vifcoant de Turennc. g^%^ 

3d, Catharine, who married Lewis, Count de Hanaa. 

4th, Charlotte Brabantina, married to Claude, Duke de . 
la Trimouille, to whom (he bpre the celebrated couatefs 
of Derby, who dillinguiflied herfelf during the civil wars ia 
England ; and from whom are delcended the prefent noble 
families of Derby and of Athol. 

jth, Charlotte Flandrina de NafTaa, who embraced the 
^Catholic religioDy and died^abbefs of St. Croix in Poitiers* 
And, '^ 

6th, Emilia de NaiTan, who was married to-the duke of 
Lanfberg. 

By his fourth and lall wife, Louifa de Coligni, daughter 
of the great admiral de Cbatillon, William had one fon, 
Henry-Frederic, who fucceeded his brother Maurice in 
the principality of Orange, and in his authority in the Unit- 
ed Provinces. 

Befides this numerous offspring, William left a natoral 
ion, JuiUn de Naflau, who was highly refpedted for hit 
bravery and condud, was intrqfted with feveral important 
commands, and is often mentioned in the fequeL 
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